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PREFACE. 


The reader is requested to observe, that, though 
the plan of this work is entirely his own, the com- 
piler of it does not put it forth as in any way origi- 
nal in respect to language or description. It is, in 
fact, a much better book, than if it had been what 
is strictly called original, (which, indeed, must have 
involved an utter impossibility :) for it is a selection 
of some of the best materials the British Museum 
could funysh; sometimes worked up in his own 
language ; and sometimes — and, indeed, very fre- 
quently — in that of others : the compiler having, at 
an humble distance and with unequal steps, followed 
the plan which M. Rollin proposed to himself, when 
he composed his celebrated history of ancient times. 
— To adorn and enrich my own," says that cele« 
brated writo, 1 will be so ingenuous as to confess, 
that I do not scruple, nor am ashamed, to rifle where- 
ever I come ; and that I often do not cite the authors 
from whom I tm^sci^e, because of the liberty I 
take to make some slight alterations. I have made tho 
best use in my power of the solid reflations that occur 
in the Bishop of Means's Univei^ History, Vbich 
is one of the most beautiM and most usefiil booke in 
our language* 1 have alsc ji^iTed geee^ amirtsnee 
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from the learned Dean Prideaux's ‘ Connexion of the 
Old and New Testament/ in which he has traced 
and cleared up, in an admirable manner, the par- 
ticulars relating to ancient history. I shall take the 
same liberty with whatever comes in my way, that 
may suit my design, and contribute to its perfection. 
I am very sensible, that it is not so much for a per- 
son s reputation to make use of other men’s labours, 
and that it is in a manner renouncing the name and 
quality of author. But 1 am not over-fond of that 
title, and shall be extremely well pleased, and think 
myself very happy, if I can but deserve tlie name of 
a good compiler; and supply my readers with a 
tolerable history, who will not be over-solicitous to 
inquire what hand it comes from, provided they are 
but pleased with it." • 

Havingfollowcd this example, — ^tho compiler wishes 
he could say with equal effect, — ^he will be fully satis- 
fied, should judicious readers feel inclined to concede, 
that he has shown some judgment in selecting his 
materials, and some taste in binding the beads of 
the chain," that connects them together. He dis- 
daims, in fact, (as, in the present instance, he is 
bound to do), all the ‘‘ divim homuri " of author- 
ship ; satisfied with those of a selector, adapter, and 
compiler ; and happy in the liope^that he has here, 
by means of the superior writers, whose labours he 
has used, furnished his readers with an useful, accu- 
rate, and amusing work. C. B. 


, ZtondQfhf January 1840 . 
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NO. I.— ABYDOS. 

Of chance or cbange, oh ! let not man complain ; 

Else shall he never, never, cease to wail ; 

For from the imperial dome, to where the owoin 

Rears his lone cottage in the silent dale. 

All feci the assault of foitune's fickle gale. 

Art, empire, earth itself, to change are doom’d ; 

Earthc^iiakes have raised to heaven the humble i^e ; 

And gulfs the mountains’ mighty mass entomb’d ; 

And where the Atlantic rolls wide ^mtinents have bloom’d. 

BSaTTlB. 

This city stood on the Asiatic si^of the Helles^ 
pont, now called the Dardanelles, opposite to the 
city of Sestos, on the European side, the distance 
from each other being about two miles. Abydos 
was built by the Milesians, and became greatly cele* 
brated from the circumstance that it was here that 
, Xcorxes built his bridge over the Hellespont ; — also for 
the loves of Hero ana Lender. 

Philip, king of Macedon, laid siege to this city, 
and nothing of what is generally practised in the 
assaulting and defending of cities was omitted in the 
81^. No place, sa;^ the historians, was ever defended 
with greater obstinacy, y^ich might be said at 
length, on the side of to have to 
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2. OF ANCIENT CITIES. 

forjr HBd brutality. Confiding in its own strength, 
they repulsed, with the neatest vigour, the approaches 
of the Maoedonians. !^ndihg, however, at last, that 
the outer wall of their city was sapped, and that the 
^Macedonians carried their mines under the inner one, 
they sent deputies to Philip, offering to surrender the j 
city on certain conditions, one of which was, that all the / 
free citizens should retire whithersoever they pleased, - 
with the clothes they then had on. These conditions 
were not approved by Philip, he therefore sent for 
answer, that the Abydonians had only tp choose, 
whether they would surrender at discretion or con- 
tinue to defend themselves gallantly as they had 
before done. 

When the citizens heard this they assembled toge- 
ther, to consider what they should do in so great an 
emergency ; and here we have to record, not in our 
own language but in that of others, for our pen 
would be unequal to the description, circumstances 
scarcely to be paralleled in all history ! It is thus 
given by Rollin ; — 

They came to these resolutions; first, that the 
slaves should be set at liberty, to animate them to 
defend the city with the utmost vigour ; secondly, 
that all the women should be shut up in the temple of 
Diana, and all the children with their nurses in the 
.Gymnasium ; that this being done, they then should 
bring into the great square £dl the gold and silver in 
the city, and carry all the rest of the valuable effects 
into the quadrireme of the Rhodians and the trireme 
of the Cyzicenians. This resohition having passed 
unanimously, another assembly was called, in which 
they chose fifty of the wisest and most ancient of the 
citizens, but who at the same time had vigour enough 
left to execute what should have been determined ; 
and they were made to .take an oath, in presence of 
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all the inhabitants^ that the instant they saw the 
enemy master of the inner wall they should kill the 
women and children, set fire to the galleys laden 
with their effects, and throw into the sea all the gold 
and silver which they had heaped togetheib^ Then, 
sending for their priests, they took an oath either to 
conquer or die, sword in hand; and after having 
, sacrificed the victims, they obliged the priests and 
priestesses to pronohnee before the altar the greatest 
curses on those who should break their oath. 
This being done, they left off countennining, and 
resolved, the instant the wall should fall, to fiy to 
the breach and fight to the last. Accordingly, the 
inward wall tumbling, the besieged, true to the oath 
they had taken, fought in the broach with such un- 
paralleled bravery, that though Philip had perpetu- 
aUy sustained with fresh soldiers those who had 
mounted to the assault, yet, when night separated 
the combatants, he was still doubtful with regard to 
the success of the siege. Such Abydonians as marched 
first to the breach, over the heaps of slain, fought 
with fury, and not only made use of their swords 
and javelins, but after ihei^ arms were broken to 
pieces or forced from their hands, they rushed -furi-' 
ously upon the Macedonians, knocked down some, 
broke the long spears of others, and with the pieces 
struck their faces and such parts of their bodies ^ 
were uncovered, till they made them entirely despair 
of the event. When night had put an end to the 
daughter, the breach was quite covered with the 
dead bodies of the^bydonians, and those who 
escaped were so prodimously fatigued, and hiid 
received , so many wounds, that they could scarce 
SUpport^ themselves. Things being brought to |liis 
dreadfiil extremity, two of the principal oHieens^ 
unable to execute the dreadfiil resohitioii that had 
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4 RUINS OF ANOIBNT CITIES. 

been taken, and which at that time displayed 
itself to their imaginations in all its horror, agreed 
that, to save their wives and children, they should 
send to Philip by day-break all their priests and 
priestesses, clothed in pontifical habits, to implore 
his mercy and open their gates to him. Accord- 
ingly the next morning the city, as had been 
agreed, was surrendered to Philip, during winch the 
greatest part of the Abydonians, who survived, vented 
millions of imprecations against their fellow-citizens, 
and especially against the priests and priestesses, for 
deliveringup to the enemy those whom they themselves 
bad devoted to death with the most dreadful oaths. 
Philip marched into the city and seized, without the 
least opposition, all the rich efiecta which the Aby- 
dpnians had heaped together in one placo. But now 
he was greatly terrifi^ with the spectacle he saw. 
Among th^se ill-fated citizens, whom despair had 
made furious and distracted, some were strangling 
their wives and children ; and others cutting them with 
swords to pieces ^ some wore running to murder them; 
some were plunging them into weUs ; whilst others 
were precipitating them from the tops of the houses ; 
in a word, death appeared in a variety of horrors. 
Philip, pierced with grief, and seized with horror at 
the spectacle, stopped the soldiers who were greedy 
dt plunder, and published a declaration, importing 
that ho would allow three days to all, who were 
resolved to lay violent hands on themselves. He was 
in hopes that during this int^al they would change 
their resolution, but they had madt* their choice before. 
They thought it would be degenerating froni those, 
who had lost their lives in fighting for their countijr, 
should they survive them. The individuals of eveiy 
foifiily killed one another, and none escaped this 
murderous expedition but those whose hands were 
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tied, or were otherwise kept from destroying them* 
selves. 

Nothing now remains of the anqient town, but a 
few insignifioant ruins in the neighbourhood of the 
modem one 

NO. II. — ^ABYDUS. 

Abydus, in Sgypt, is now called Madfuneh, or the 
Buried City. According to Pliny and Strabo it was 
a colony of Milesians. ](t is said once to have nearly 
equalled Thebes in ^ndeur and magnificence ; but it 
was reduced to a village in the reign of Augustus, 
and is nojy only a heap of uninhabited ruins. 

In its neighbourhood, however, the celebrated 
tomb of Ismandes is still found ; he who built the 
temple of Osiris, into which no singers or dancers 
were ever allowed to enter. Besides numerous tombs 
and sepulchral monuments, that are continually 
found here, the remains of two grand edifices, and 
other ruins, evince its former extent, and justify 
the assertion pf Strabo, that Abydus formerly 
held the first rank after Thebes itself. One of those 
edifices was called the Palace of Memnon ; but it 
was, in reality, commenced by Osirei, and compl^d 
by his son Bemesis II., and i^m the peculiar nature 
of its plan, and the structure of its roof, it is parti- 
cularly interesting to the antiquary. This is 
formed of large Uocks of stone placed from one archir 
trave to the other ; not, as usi^ in E^ptian build- 
ings, on their faces, but on their sides ; so that 
considerable thickness lyivin^ been given to the roo^ 
a vault was afterwards ont them, without endanr 
gering its stability. The other building is the famous 
Mmpm of Osiris, who was reported to have bei^ 
buried in Abydus, and who was worshipped, there in 
his most sa cred character., There are many othca? 
T Pttttwreh ; DiodcA'ttlit ; Sandwich. " , ’ ! 
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places, says Plutarch, where his corpse is said to have 
been deposited ; but Abydus and Memphis are men- 
tioned in particular as having the true body ; and for 
this reason the rich and powerful of the Egyptians 
were desirous of being buried in the former of these 
two cities, in order to lie, as it were, in the same grave 
with Osiris himself. The fact, that the natives of 
other towns also were buried at Abydus, is fully 
confirmed by modem discoveries ; and inscriptions, 
purporting that the deceased were from some distant 
part of the country, are frequently found in the 
tombs of its extensive cemetery. The ijpmple of 
Osiris was completed by Ilemesis IL, who enriched 
it with a splendid sanctuary, rendered unusually 
conspicuous from the materials used in its construc- 
tion, being entirely lined with oriental alabaster. 
He also added to the numerous chambers and courts 
many elegant and highly-finished sculptures. One 
of these lateral apartments contains the famous 
tablet of kings, discovered by Mr. Bankes, and 
which, in an jd^orical point of view, is one of the 
most precious monuments hitherto mot with among 
the ruins of Egypt. In the cemetery to the north- 
ward are some other stone remains, among which is 
one of the time of Remesis the Second, and another 
bearing the name of Sabaco. 

The reservoir mentioned by Strabo, which was 
cased with stone, may be traced on the east, side 
of the ancient town ; and in the mountain, to the 
north-west, are some lim^one quarries, and an 
inclined road leading to a narrow grotto, in an un- 
finished state, and without sculpture. 

The Arabs, in searching for treasure, have heaped 
up piles of earth and rubbish ; but there are no inW 
bitants*. 

* Pliny; Strabo; Plutaich; Diodorus; Wilkinson. 
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NO. III. — iEOESTA. 

The sterile country between Trapani and Alcamo 
(in Sicily) may render the stranger better prepared 
to contemplate one of the finest ’'of ancient monu^ 
ments — all that remains of ^gesta, celebrated for 
the temple of the Erycinian Venus. This town, 
situated on a height at the base of Mount Eryx, 
was deserted and almost in ruins at so early a period 
as the time of Strabo. 

All travellers, who have examined the temple, 
are unanimous in its commendation. The effect it 
produced at a distance,’* says Mons. Simon, ^^ncreased 
as 1 approached. Such is the magic of its proportions, 
and the beauty of its forms, that, at whatever side it 
may be viewed, it is equally admirable. It has 
braved the influence of time. — ^the edifice stands 
entire, columns, entablature, pediment — all except 
the cella and roof, which have disappeared. The 
columns, of the Ionic order, are about seven feet in 
diameter at the base, tapering towards the top, and 
only four diameters in height ; but they form, with 
the front, a total height of fifty-eight feet. The 
dimensions of the interior are about one hundred 
and seventy-four feet by seventy-two." 

This city was destroyed by Agathocles. At a 
subsequent time it was the residence of the tyrant 
ASmilius Oensorinus, ^ho offered rewards to such 
artists as were thesmost ingenious in the invent!^ 
of instruments of torture!* 


* ffitntoii ; Count Fedor de Kjaracray { M4te-Brun. 
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• • Wb seated ourselves on a fallen column/’ says 
Mr. l^illiams, “ and could not but admire the scene 
before us: Attica^ Peloponnesus^ and the gulf of 
iBgina, with their many points of attraction, ad- 
dressing both the eye and the mind ! While we were 
enjopng the splendid view, two shepherds stepped 
from the mins, and passing theif crooks from their 
right hand to their left, press^ their hearts and 
foreheads, and kissed their hands in a manner than 
which nothing could be more graceful. Their eyes 
bespoke their curiosity to know what brought us 
th^; and when we looked across the gul^ they 
both exclaimed, ^ Atliense 1 Athenas I* as if we were 
desirous to know the name of the distant spot, that 
marked the site of Athens.” 

Servius Sulpitius mentions Angina in a very agree- 
able manner to Cicero, who was then grieving for 
the loss of his daughter Tullia Once,” said he, 
when I was in distress, 1 received a sensible alle- 
viation of my sorrow from a circumstance, which, in 
the hope of its having the same influence upon you, 
I will take this opportunity of relating. 1 was re- 
turning from Asia ;'and as 1 was steering my course, 
I began to contemplate the surrounding coun^* 
Behind me was ^gina ; Megara in the front ; the 
Pireeus occupied my right hand, and Corinth my 
left. These cities, once flourishing, were now reduced 
to irretrievable min. ^ Ala^ I' said 1, somewhat in^ 
dignantly, ^ shall man presume io complain of the 
shortness and the ills of life, whose being in this 
world is necessarily short, when I see so many cities, 
at one view, totally destroyed ? * This reflection, my 
friend, relieved my sorrow.” 
t Mr. Dodwell, when he was in ASgina, lodged at 
the house of the principal Greek, who was acquamted 



iNrttfa the leading particulm of its history ; 
be talked , of its tomer grandeur, and 
with ita present abject, condition, the tears 
bis ey^ and he exclaimed — Ahi I where of 
vmoV* . * 

The island of ^gina lies between Attica and 
Amlis, eight^n mues distant from the coast of 
Athens and fourteen from Epidaurus. It does not 
exceed nine miles in its greatest length, nor 'six mdes 
in its greatest breadth; its interior is rough and 
mountamous, and the yalleys, though they are made 
to bear corn, cotton, olive, and fruit trees, are stony 
and narrow. Notwithstanding this, inancient days» 
through the blessings of commerce, this spot in the 
seas of Greece was the residence of a numerous and 
most thriving population, who created upon it such 
works as are still the admiration of the civilised 
world, though they are now in ruins ; the place, how* 
ever, of those who built them, is scantily occupied 
by an impoverished and degraded race of men. 

The people of ^gina were the first who coined 
money to be subservient to the uses of life, agreeably 
to the advice of Phidon, who considereii that a 
' maritime commerce would best be promoted, where 
exchange and accommodation became easy and fimii- 
liar between the vendor and purchaser. 

The place, too, had the advantage of security; an 
important point in the earlier ages of Greece, when 
piracy was a common and honourable proiEbssion. li 
lay deep within a gulf ^nature had n^e access to 
its shores difficulty by nearly encircling them with 
rodks and sand-hanks ; and its indus^ous populatimi 
added arisificial defences. Its port also was com*- 
modieus, and well protected against the attabfca of 
man. Here, therefore, the gp^a procured, foar asbd 
near, by the entei^sii^ inhabitants, could lodged 
nvitbout fear of pillage, and ibe Cheeks virould resort 



10 ftUlNS OP AKOIB^T CITIES* 

hither as to ‘ a general mart, where whatever they 
wanted might be purchased. Wealth would thus 
flow into the island, and its inhabitants, with their 
exquisite feeling for all that was beautiful, would 
employ their wealth in cultivating the fine arts, and 
in covering their barren rocks with grand and grace- 
ful edifices; and this was shown by the ancient 
inhabitants of ^gina having had the honour of 
introducing a style in sculpture superior to all that 
preceded, though inferior to the ultimate perfection 
of the Athenian school. 

^gina was, originally, subject to kings ; but it 
afterwards adopted the I'epublican form of govern- 
ment. It was at length reduced by the Athenians, 
and continued subject to them, till, at the end of the 
Macedonian war, it was declar^ free by the Romans. 
In the reign of Vespasian, however, it underwent the 
same fortune as the other states of Greece. 

^ A. D. 1536, it was subdued by the Turks, after an 
obstinate resistance ; the capital was plundered and 
burned ; and, after a great slaughter of the inhabit- 
ants, the rest were carried into slavery — ^not an un- 
worthy f&te, had it occurred in ancient times, for a 
people, who were possessed of 420,000 slaves I 

The site of ^gina, the capital of the island, has 
long, been forsaken. Instead of the temples, men- 
tioned by Pausanias, there are thirteen lonely 
churches, all very mean, and two Doric columns 
supporting their architrave. These stand by tibie 
sea-side toward the low cape ; and, it has been sup- 
posed, are a remnant of a mmplp of Yenus, which 
was situated by the port principally frequented* 
The theatre, which is recorded as greatly worth 
seeing, resembled that of the Epidaurians, both , in 
siae and workmanship. It was not far from the 
private port; the Btadium^ which like that at 
Imene, was constructed with only one side, being 
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joined to it behind, and each struoture mutualty sue* 
taining and propping the other. 

The most celebrated of its edifices was the temple 
of Jupiter Panhellenius. ** This temple," says Oolonel 
Leako, ‘‘ was erected upon a large paved platform, 
and must, when complete, have been one of the most 
remarkable examples in Greece of the majesty and 
beauty of its sacred edifices, as well as of the admi- 
rable taste with which the Greeks enhanced those 
qualities by an attention to local situation and Bur-<. 
rounding scenery. It is not only in itself one of the 
finest specimens of Grecian architecture, but is the 
more curious as being, in all probability, the most 
ancient example of the Doric order in Greece, with the 
exception of the columns at Corinth.” This temple 
is far from any habitation, and is surrounded with 
shrubs and small pine-trees. No ruin in Greece is more 
rich in the picturesque, as every point of view has some 
peculiar charm When I was at ^gina," says 
Mr. Dpdwell, “the interior of the temple was 
covered with large blocks of stone, and overgrown 
with bushes. This circumstance produced a sort of 
confusion, which, while it intermingled the trees and 
the architecture, made a great addition to the pic* 
turesque effect of the interesting scene. The place 
has since been cleared, the stonea have been token 
away, and the^ trees cut down to facilitate the 
removal of the statues which were found among the 
ruins. Though these changes may have made some 
deduction from the pleasure with which the painter 
would have viewed the spot, yet they have added 
peatly to the gratification of the classical traveller, 
by whom all the architectural details may now be 
readily examined and accurately discriminated." 

This ruin Dr. Chandler Considers as scarcely to be 
paralleled in its claim to remote antiquity. The ritual 
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tion on a lonely mountain at a distance from the sea 
has preserved it from total demolition, and all the 
dianges and accidents of numerous centuries*. 

Lusieri classes the architecture of the temple 
of the Panhellenian Jupiter at ^gina with that of 
Paestum in Lucania : — In their buildings/* says he, 
the Doric order attained a pre-eminence which it 
never -passed ; not a stone has been there placed 
without some evident and important design ; every 
part of the structure bespeaks its own essential uti- 
lity. Of such a nature were works in architecture, 
when the whole aim of the architect was to unite 
grandeur with utility ; the former being founded on the 
mter. All then was truth, strength, and sublimity," 
In 1811, several statues of Parian marble were 
dii^covered by two English gentlemen and two Ger- 
mans t, the rivals in the style of which are said no- 
where to be found. They were, excavated from the 
two extremities of the temple below the tympana, 
from which they had fallen at some unknown period. 
Mr. Dodwell has given the following account of 
them 1 shall not attempt/’ says he, a minute 
description of these precious remains of the ADginetio 
school ; the discovery of which, in its importance, 
has not been surpass^ by any of the kind in modern 
times. They are .supposed by some to represent the 
mncipal heroes of the Iliad contending with the 
Trojans for the body of Patroclus. Minerva, armed 

* ASgina iibounds/’ says Whclcr, “ with a sort of red-legged 
partridge, against which, by order^ of the Epitropi, or the chief 
wagistiate of the town, all, both young dhd old, go out yearly, as 
the pigmies of old did against the cranes* to war with, and to 
break their eg|p before they are hatched ; otherwise, by tbmr 
muhitndes, they would so destroy and eat up the corn, that they 
would inevitably bring a &miue every year upon the place.’* ^ 
t Mr, C. E. CockeroU sad Mr. John Foster; W. l^inckh 
B^ron Holler, 
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with hef helmet, is the principal fighre ; and from its 
superior size, is conjectured to have stood in the 
centre of the tympanum, below which it. was found. 
The other figures are combatants in various costumes 
and attitudes ; their shields are circular, and their 
helmets crowned with the lophos. The bodies of 
some are naked, while others are covered with 
armour or leather; their attitudes are judiciously 
adapted to the four tympana, and the places which 
they occupied. They were evidently made prior to the 
introduction of the beautiful ideal in Grecian sculp- 
ture. The muscles and the veins, which are anato- 
mically correct, exhibit the soft flexibility of life, and 
every motion of the body is in scientific harmony 
^ with that of nature. The limbs are strong, though 
not Herculean, and elegant without efieminacy; 
no j^reposterous muscular protuberance, no unnatursd 
feminine delicacy offends the eye. ■ They arc noble 
without being harsh or rigid, and are composed 
with Doric severity mingled with the airy grace of 
youthful forms ; the perfection of the finish is quite 
wonderful ; every part being in a style worthy of the 
* most beautiful cameo. The extremities of the hands 
and fret merit more particular admiration. Indeed^ 
the ancients thought that elegant fingers and nails 
were essential ingredients in the composition of the 
beautiful. The most extraordinary circumstance, 
however, in these statues, is the want of expression, 
and the sameness of countenance, which is to be 
observed in all the header This approximation to 
identity is certainly not fortuitous; for the artists, 
who were able to throw so much varied beauty 
into the forms of the bodies, were, no doubt, frdljr 
able to infuse a similar diversity of expression mto 
the featur^. Their talent was probably confln^ 
to one style of countenance by smne rellpous pro- 
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judice. Perhaps some ancient and much venerated 
statue served as a model, from which it might 
not have been consistent with the feeling of rever- 
ence, or with the state of opinion, to deviate. The 
formation and posture of the bodies afforded a greater 
scope and a wider field for the talent of the sculptor; . 
for while the Doric severity of the early 4^ginetic 
school is evidently diffused through the whole, yet a 
correctness of muscular knowlec^c^ and a strict ad- 
herence to natural beauty, are conspicuously blended 
in every statue. .An unmeaning and inanimate smile is 
prevalent in all the faces ; every one of the heroes, 
who is mortally wounded, is supporting himself in 
the most beautiful attitude, and smiling upon death! 
In short, the conquerors and the conquered, the dying 
and dead, have all one expression, or rather none at 
all. The high finish of the hair is particularly worthy 
of notice. Some in curls, which hang down in short 
ringlets, are of lead, and still remain. The helmets 
were ornamented with metallic accessories, and the 
offensive weapons were probably of bronze ; but they 
have not been found. All the figures have been 
painted; the colour is still visible, though nearly' 
effaced. The colour on the SBgis of Minerva is vei^ 
distinguishable ; but the white marble, of which the 
statues are composed, has assumed a yellow dye 
fifom the soil in which they were buried,” 

Dr. Clarke tells us, that Lusieri found here 
both medals and vases in such numbers, that he 
was under the necessity of dismissing the peasants 
who amassed them, without purchasing more than 
half that were brought to him ; although they were 
offered for a very trifling consideration, and were of 
very high antiquity*. 

* Whelcr; Chandler; Barthdlemi; Sandwich; Ln^erl; Clarke; 
Podwell; WilUanu; Leake. 
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NO. V. — ^AGBIGENTUM. 

The citadel of Agrigentum (Sicily) was situated 
on Mount Agragas ; the city in the vale below ; form- 
ing a magnificent spectacle at a distance. It was 
founded by a native of Rhodes, according to Poly- 
bius ; but by a‘'colony from Ionia, according to Strabo ; 
about one hundred and eighty yem after the founding 
of Syracuse. Thucydides, however, says that it was 
founded by a colony from Qela. The government 
was at first monarchical ; afterwards democraticaL 

Phalaris, so well known for his superior talent and 
tyranny, usurped the sovereignty, which for some 
time afterwards was under the sway of the Cartba** 
ginians. In its most flourishing condition, it is said 
to have contained not less than two hundred thousand 
persons, who submitted, without resistance, to the 
superior authority of the Syracusans. 

Some idea of the wealth of this city may be ima- 
gined, from what is stated by Diodorus Siculus, of 
one of its citizens. At the time when Exenetes, 
who had been declared victor in the Olympic games*, 
entered the city in triumph, he did so in a magnificent 
chariot, attended by thr^ hundred more, all drawn 
by white horses. Their habits were adorned with 
gold and silver ; and nothing was ever more splendid 
than their appearance. Gellias, the most wealthy 
citizen of the place, erected sever^ apartments in hie 
house for the reception aad entertainment of guests, 
{Servants waited byriiis order at the gates of the city, 
to invite all strangers to lodge at their master^s house, 
whither they conducted mem. A violent storm 
having obliged one hundred horsemen to take shelter 
there, Gellias entertained them all in his house, and 
^t l arpaia 
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supplied them immediately 'with dry clothes, of which 
he had always a ^reat quantity in his wardrobe. 

Though this gives us some notion of his wealth, 
there is another description still more indicative of 
his humanity. He entertained the people with spec^ 
tacles and feasts ; and, during a famine, prevented the 
citizens from dying with hunger; he gave portions to 
poor maidens also, and rescued the unfortunate from 
want and despair. He had houses built in the city 
and the country, purposely for the accommodation g £ 
strangers, whom he usually dismissed with handsome 
presents. Five hundred shipwrecked citizens of Gela, 
applying to him, were bountifully relieved ; and 
every man supplied with a cloak and a coat out of 
his wardrobe. 

Agrigentum was first taken by the Carthagi* 
nians. It was strongly fortified. It was situated, as 
werc*Hymera and Selinuntum, on that coast of Sicily 
which faces Africa. Accordingly, Hannibal, imagin-' 
ing that it was impregnable except on one side, turned 
his whole force that way. He threw up banks and 
terraces as high as the walls ; and made use, on this 
occasion, of the rubbish and fragments of the tombs 
standing round the city, which he had demolished 
for that purpose. Soon after, the plague infected the 
army, and swept away a great number of the soldiers. 
The Cortha^nians interpreted this disaster as a 
punishment inflicted by the gods, who revenged in 
this manner the injuries done to the dead, whose 
ghosts many fancied they jiad seen stalking before 
thejtn in the night. No more tombs were therefore 
demolished ; prayers were ordered to be made accord- 
ing, to the practice of Carthage; a child was saozir 
fiqed to Saturn, in compliance with a most inhu- 
manly superstitious custom ; and many victims weire 
thrown into the sea in honour of Neptune. 
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The besieged, who at first had gained severil ad- 
vantages, were at last so pressed by famine, that all 
hopes of relief seeming desperate, they resolved to 
abandon the city. The following night was fixed on 
for this purpose. The reader wSl naturally imagiiie 
to himself the grief with which these miserable people 
must be seized, on their being forced to leave their 
houses, rich possessions, and tneir country ; but life 
was still dearer to them than all these. Never was 
a more melancholy spectacle seen. To omit the rm|p 
a crowd of women, bathed in tears, were seen dmf‘ 
ging after them their helpless infants, in order to 
secure them from the brutal fury of the victor. But 
the most grievous cirsumstance was the necessity 
they were under of leaving behind them the aged and 
sick, who Vere unable either to fly or to make thp 
leasiresistance. The unhappy exiles arrived at Gela, 
which was the nearest city in their way, and there 
received all tho comforts they could expect in the 
deplorable condition to which they were reduced. 

In tlie meantime Imikon entered the city, and 
murdered all who were found in it. The plunder was 
immensely rich, and such as might he expected ftom 
one of tho most opulent cities of Sicily, which con* 
tained two hundred thousand inhabitants, and had 
never been besieged, nor, consequently, plundered 
before. A numberless multitude of picturest^ vases, 
and statues of all kinds, were found here, the citmens 
baring an exquisite taste for the pphte arts. Among 
ether curiosities, was tba faifious bull of Phalaris, 
which was sent to 0arthage. 

At a subsequent period the Romans attacked this 
etty, then in possesston of the Carthaginians ; took it, 
ana the chief persons of Agrigentum were, by the 
coneursbrder, first scoorged wiw rods, and then W 
headed. Tbecommon pecq»le vturu'inade slaves, and 
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sold to tho best bidder. After this, Agrigentom is 
seldom mentioned in history ; nor is it easy to oscer^ 
tain the precise time in which the old city was de- 
stroyed, and the new one (Gerffenti) was bnilt. .It 
was crushed in the general fall of the Oreek state, 
and its unfortunate inhabitants, ezpeUed by the Sa- 
racens, took refuge among the black and inaccessible 
rocks of Qirgenti. 

In* ancient times; this city was greatly celebrated 
lir the hospitality and luxurious mode of living, 
flirted by its inhabitants. On one side ot the city 
there WLSt a large artificial lidce, about a quarter of a 
league in circumference, dug out of the solid rock by 
the Carthaginian captives, and. to which tlie water 
was convey^ from the hills. It was thirty deep ; 
great quantities of fish were kept in this reservoir for 
the public feasts ; and swans and other fowls were 
kept upon it for the amusement of the citizens ; and 
the depth of its waters secured tho city from the 
sudden assault of an enemy. It is now dry, and 
converted into a wden. 

It is, nevertheless, a curious fact, that though the 
whole space within tho walls of the ancient city 
abounds with traces of antiquity, there are no ruius 
which can be supposed to have belonged to places of 
public ontertainment. Yet tho Agrigentines were 
remarkably fond of shows and dramatic amusements; 
and their connexion vrith the Romans must tiavc 
introduced among them the savage games of the 
circus* Theatres and amphftheatres seem peculiarly 
calcidated to resist the outragestof time ; yet not a 
vestige of these are to be seen on the site pf .Agn*- 
gentum. They appear, however, to have be^ quite 
alive to^epl^osiixee to be derived firom scalptnrd and 


The Temple of Jiifto Wes adorned by one rf , 
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mo9i‘ famous pi<sturO0 of f^quity ; vhich is cels- 
bmted by many of tiio aooidiit writers. Zeuxis was 
detenoined to exceb aOy thinp that had gone before 
him, and to fom a model of human perfectiou^ To 
this end, he prevailed on all the finest uromen of 
Agngentum, who were ambitious of the hcstour, 
to appear naked before him. Of these he eiiose fi ve 
for his models ; and moulding all the perfectbns of 
these beauties into one, be^ composed tlm picture of 
the goddess. This was ever looked upoh as his 
masterpiece ; but was, unfortunately, burnt wh^ 
Cartha^nians took Agrigentom. At that period, 
many of the citizens retii^ into this temple, as to a 
place of safety; but as soon as they found urn gates 
attacked by the en^y, they agreed to set fire to it, 
and chose rather to perish in the fiamea, than submit 
to tbe power of the conqueror. Jn the Temple of 
Hercules, there was another, picture by Zeuxb. ^ 
Hercules was represented, In bis cradle, killihg the 
two serpents ; AJicmena and Ampbitrion, having just 
entered the apartment, were painted with every mark 
of terror and astonishment. Pliny says, the painter 
looked upon this piece as invaluable; and, therefon^ 
could never be prevailed upon to puts price upon it,; 
but gave H as a present to the people of Agrigentumy 
to be placed in the temple of Hercules. 

The temples, also, wme very magnificent. That 
of iEsculapius, two columns and two pilasters 
of which now support the end of a farnifhous^ 
was not kss celeb^ed fy a statue Of Apollo, ft 
was taken fi*oin thein by the Oartfa;^inianS| at the 
same time ^that the Tomede^f . Juno^ was burnt.:' 14 
Wfhs cai^ off bj^ tbeeonqil^r^^ 
gmstest;^aiuen4^^^ 

was, at }i|8t» restemd filoipio, at.^e final 

tlOn of thnW* . 
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is supposed without ground, that this statue was 
' afterward carried to I^me, aud still remains theAr, 
ihe wonder o^all agesi and known to the whole 
world, under the name of the Apollo Belvidere. 

An edifice of the Doric order, called the Temple of 
Concord, has still its wall% its columns, cntahlatjire, 
and TOdiments, entire. In proceeding from the Temple 
of Cfoncord, you walk between rows of sepulchres, 
-cut in the rock, whereycr it admitted of being exca* 
rated by the hand of man, or was so already by that 
of nature. Some masses are hewn into the shape of 
coffins; others drilled full of small square holes, 
employed in a difierent mode of interment, and serving 
as receptacles of urns. One ponderous piece of. the 
rock lies in an extraordinary position. By the failure 
of its foundation, or the shock of an earthquake, it 
has been loosened from the general quarry, and rolled 
down the declivity, where it now remains supine, 
with the cavities turned upwards. There was also a 
temple dedicated to Ceres and Proserpine ; with the 
ruins was formed a church, which now exists ; and 
the road, leading to which, was cut out of the solid 
rook. In respect to the temple of Castor and PoUnx, 
vegetation has covered the lower parts of the build- 
ing, and only a few fragments of two columns appear 
between the vines. Of the Temple of Venus, al^ut 
oiie half remains ; but the glory of the place was the 
Temple of Jupiter Olympius, throe hundred and forty 
ftiet long, sixty broad, and one hundred and twenty 
in height. Its columns ^d porticos were in the 
finest style of ^hitecture ; and its bas-relieft an^d 
paintings executed with admirable taste. On its. 
eastetft 'walls was sculptured the Battle of thp OiantV; 
while the western represented the Trojan War;. cds>, 
responding exaetty with the description which Virgft 
. had giyen of the painting in the Temple of 
^ Ctarthage. ’ . 
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^Biodonis Skmlas extoh the b^oty of the ookmisd 
^ioh supported the building; the ^mirable 
tore of the porticos, and the exquisite taste with 
which the bas-reliefs and paintings were executed ; 
but be adds, that the stately edifice was never finished* 
Cicero, against Yerres, speaks of the sbftuen lie esr- 
ried away. Mr. Swinburne says, that it has 
ing not one stone upon another; and that it is barely 
possible, with the liberal aid of coffjecture, to discover 
the traces of its plan and dimensions* He adds, how^ 
ever, that St. Peter's at Bome exceeds this celebrate 
temple more than doubly in every dimension ; being 
two hundred and fifteen feet higher, three hundred 
and thirty-four longer, and four hundred and thirty- 
three wider. 

Added to these, there is now remaining a monu- 
ment of Tero, king of Ajrigentum, one of the first of 
the Sicilian tyrants. The great antiquity of this 
monument may he gathered from this ; that Tero is 
not only mentioned by Diodorus, Polybius, and the 
more modern of the ancient historians, but likewise . 
by Herodotus, and Pindar, who dedicates two of his 
Olympic Od^ to him ; so that this monument must 
be much more than two thousand years old. It is a 
kind of pyramid, the most durable of forms ; aud is 
surrounded by aged oUvS^trees, which cast a wild, 
irregular shade over the mim 

All thj^e mighty ruins of Agrigentum, and the 
whole mountain on which it stamm, says Mr. Bry- 
done, is' composed of ah humense concretion of sel^ 
aeU^ run ^etber^d cem^n^ by a kvoA of a^di 

du^k/tham eyeh^^&ble^^ 

before itThas been exposed to tha jwr ; but in . 
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fiiitnniit of the mountain, which is at leaet fourteen^ 
fifteen bhndre^feei aboVe the level of the sea; j ^ 

The celebrated Empedocles was a native of this 
city ; one of the finest spirits that ever adoimed the 
earth; His saying, in regard to his fellow^^itizens, 
is well known ;~viz., that they squandered their 
money so excessively every day, that they seemed to 
expect it could never be exhausted ; and that they 
built with such solidity and magnificence, os if they 
thought they should live for ever 

NO. VI.— ALBA LONOA* 

It lias been stated, or rather speculated upon, that 
the entire history of this place is no other than a 
romance. By Dionysius of Halicarnassus, however, 
it is said to have existed four hundred and eighty-r 
seven years; when, after having been the founder of 
thirty other Latin cities, it was destroyed by tho 
Roman power. 

That it existed, is also attested by the ruins that 
now remain. Its ancient characteristics are thus 
described by Dionysius it was so built, with 
regard to its mountain and lake, that it occupied a 
space between them, each serving like a wall of 
defence to the city. 

It was long supposed terhave been situated where 
Palazzuolo now is. Sir W, Gell says, “ On passing 
up the new road, running from tho dry bed of the 
river Albanus; where it crosses. the Appian Way, 
near Bolerill^, and leading to the Yilla Torlonia, or 
Gastel Gandolfb, a few ancient tombs were observed 
about half way up the ascent ; and farther examiua*^ 
iron ahbvmdi that these tombs had once bordered an . 
anrient toffiU, now almost obliterated. It waa o1>Vi0uS> 

■■ ......ji.viK 

Ciem, IModorui JOrydoas ; uWh ' 

iK»Bd.,lBrew8ter'i &cyh ^ ^ ' 
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such a road must hayc led fi|rom some place, on 
plaiu, to another on the mountain. Toward the 
sea, tho high tower of Pratioa (Lavihium) lay in the 
direct line of the road ; and it seemed certain that the 
city on the mountain, to which it led, could have 
been no other than Alba Longa. Glimbii^ upWrd 
among the bushes, ponderous bluohs of stone were 
discovered, evidently the remains of the walls of this 
city. By a farther search, more were found. At a 
distance a small cavern was discovered ; and not only 
the remains of a well, but part of a column of stone, 
two feet four inches in diameter. At a higher point 
the shore was covered with ruins, consisting of large 
blocks of rectangular stones, nearly buried in the soil, 
and scarcely discernible among the bushes.** 

There is a tradition, that the palaces of the kings 
of Alba stood on a rock ; and so near to the edge of 
the precipice, that when the impiety of one of its 
monarchs provoked Jupiter to strike ^it with bis 
lightning, a part of the mass w^as precipitated into 
the lake, carrying the impious kin^ along with the 
ruins of his habitation. This tradition is apparently'^ 
confirmed by a singular feature in a part of the re- 
mains of this city ; for, directly under the rock of the 
citadel, toward the lake, and wWe the palace,, both 
for security and prospect, would have been placed, 
.is a cavern, fifty feet in deptli, and more tban one 
hundred in width ; a part of the roof, of which has 
o^dently fallen in, and some of the blocks still remain 
on the spot 

t v- Tmw (in was h^Si>y the 

Sf^T^ikthenam^ itb^ra; which» intheMoof^ 
signifies a faridffl | and this 




that the ox^ijmal <^bel«)iged ti9 Ae Boiiiaaft,iar<ytii 
jitoe of Tngas ; fox <m one of the arches is ‘ 
inscription 

IMP. CKZBAAl, Be NEBVAlBy F. . 

IfERYAB.' TRAIAND. ATG. 

OBRM. BACICO. 

PONT. MAX. TRIB. POTEST. VIII. 

IMP. VI. COS. V. P.P. 

» Formerly there were four pieces of marble, fixed 
in the walls of the bridge; in each of which there was 
an inscription, containing the names of the several 
towns and districts, that contributed towards the 
expense of making it. Three of these marbles are 
lost ; but the fourth remains, and bears the following 
inscription 

MVMICIPIA. 

FROVXNCl AR. > LVSITAN.*' 

STIPE. CONFLATA. 

aVAE. OPV8. 

PONTIS. PERFECERVNT. 

' IGAEDITANI 

LANCIENSE8. OFIBANI. 

TALORI. 

INTERAMNIENSES. 

.COLARNI. 

LAOCIENSES* TRAN8CVDANI. 

ARAVl. 

MS1BVBR1GBN8SB. 

ARABRIGBNSK8. 

BANXENSES. 

FABSVRES. 

. At the entrance of the bridge there is a smaH 
temple, cut in the rook, by the same person thafc built 
the bridge. The roof of this temple consists of two 
large stones. In the temple there is an inscription to 
the followiiig effect U reoamnible to imagine^" 
that eo^ ano^ that paase^i thi$ Ufag^ w(mld l0 
kwm the namo of t^perBonthat hu^tthie 
temple i md with what intent thegwere 
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c^iinf^ iMk ihU raei of the fagu$^ /M of ifa 
j9^ ^ tie Oodf^ and of Oauar^ and wkereartihmi 
itself superior to the tough and stulbom matter 
resisted her. Know^ then^ that it was that noble 
architect Lacery who built this bridge^ which wUl last 
as long as the world. Lacery having finished this 
noble bridgsy made and dedicated thts new tempky 
with sacrificesy to the godSy in hopes of rendering Uwm 
propitious to Atm, for having honoured them (rfter 
this manner. This temple he dedicated to the gods of 
Bomoy and to Cassar ; looking upon himself to have 
been actremefg fortunatOy in having been ahU to make 
so just and proper a sacrifice'^.'* 


NO. VIII. — ALEXANDRIA. 

Of the several capitals of Egypt in successive 
agest, Thebes, or XKospolis, was the most ancient. 
Next was Memphis ; itself a city of the most remote 
antiquity. Babylon seems to have been only the 
capital of a part, retained by the Persians, after 
Cambyscs had suSdued Egypt; and was, by all 
accounts, founded by the Persians. Alexandria suc- 
ceeded Memphis, and remained the chief city, till 
the Saracens founded Misr-el-Kabira. 

Alexander, in his way to the temple of Jupiter 
Ammon, observed, opposite to the island of Pharos, 
a spot which he thought extremely well adapted fo^ 
the building of a city, lie, therefore, set about 
drawing the plan of one ; in doing which he parti- 
cularly mark^ out the several places where tamples 
and squares should Jbe erected^ The general exeeu*^ 
tion he committed to the architeot who had rebuili 
the temple of Diana at Ephesus (XKnoorates). Tbb 
city he called Al6xandru^ aftfa his own namej and 
bdi^ situ ated with the Mediterranean on one rife, 
^ Ji^ Alotana ’"t 
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aud oAe of the branches of the NQe on the otheryt 
sqfQn drew all the commerce, both of the eafet aid 
'weet. it still remaias, and is situate about four da^' 
jouimey from ;Cairo« The merchandises were un- 
leaded at Portus. Muris*, a town on the western 
coast of the Bed J3ea; whence they were brouglit upon 
canids to a town of Thebais, called Copt, and con- 
veyed down the Nile to Alexandria, whither mer* 
chants from all parts resorted. 

The trade of the East has at all times enriched 
those who carried it on. . Solomon received from one 
commercial voyage, no less a sum than three millions 
two hundred and forty thousand pounds t. Tyre 
afterwards had the trade. When the Ptolemies, 
however, had built Berenice, and other ports on the 
western side of the Red Sea, and fixed their chief 
mart at Alexandria, that city became the most 
flourishing, of all the cities in the world. “ Ther^" 
says Prioeaux, ^‘it continned for many centuries 
.after ; and all the irafiio which the western parts of 
the world from that time had with Persia, India, 
'Arabia, and the eastern coasts of Arabia, was wholly 
'carri^ OR through the Bed Sea, and the mouth of 
the Nil^till a way was discovert of sailing to those 
parts by tbe Cape of Good Hope.** 

Alexander was buriedit in tli^ oity he had built ; 
and as the sarcophagus m which he was placed has 
mow become an object of peat curiosity, by bavii^ 
bo^ taken from the French, at Alexandria, where ft 
WM found in tbe mosque of Athanasiua, dioA 
placed in tlie British Museum, ave shall give Yflmm 
BolUn) an account of hb funeral ; for never had any 
monarch <me so magnificentl * ' . 

- : TT-^ ' ' ' ' " 

t Four liwOreU sad Ofiy toleati of geliL Bee 2 vilU|f« 
This, we inay.ea|iao«e, ym the irroM etim received'; act the . 

J a M. 3685. Aat. J. C. 821. l>iod. Hb. xviii. p, 



itkxaii<kr died at Babykii; Aridieus, having 
imia depute by all the goveraora and granABes of the 
hingdom, to take upon himeelf the care of his obse^ 
quies, had employ^ two years in pr^>aring every 
thing that could render it the most august funeral that 
had ever been seen. When all things were ready 
for the celebration of this moiimfhl ceremonial^ orders 
were given for the proc^ion to begin. This Was 
preceded by a groat number of pioneers and other 
workmen, whose office was to make all the .ways 
practicable^ through which the procession was to 
pass. As soon as these were levell^, the magnificent 
chariot, the invention and design of which raised as 
much admiration as the immense riches that glittered 
all over it, set out from Babylon. The body of the 
chariot rested upon two alxetrces, that were insetted 
into four wheehi, made after the Persian manner; 
the naves and spokes of which were covered with 
gold, and the rounds plated over with iron. The 
extremities of the axletrees were made of gold, VSk 
presenting the mouths of lions biting a dart. THb, 
chariot had four draught-poles, to each of which were 
harnessed four sets of mules, each set consisting^ of 
four of those animals ; So that this chariot was drawn 
by sixty-four mules. The strong^ of thoso ctes^ 
turesv and the largest, were chosen on this bexsarion. 
They were adorned with crowns of gold, and coUi^ 
enriched with precioas stones and golden ;belb.^ 0^ 
this chariot was OTCcted a pavilion of entirb gold^ 
twelve feet wide^ and eighteen in litegth, supported 
1^ columns df the innic orden emfbcH&h^ witfa'^ 
levies of acanthus. Theforiiao^wag adortied 
of jewels, diiq>^d k lAeltiEk 

ivas behatffied iriih a fohige of gol^ ^ 
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Isrge bells, whose sound was heard to a great distaUcd* 
The extenial decorations were disposed into four 
lejievos. ' The first represented Alexander seated in 
a military chariot, with a splendid sceptre in his 
hand, and surrounded, on one side, with a troop of 
U^^onians in arms; and on the other, with an 
^uat number of Persians, armed in their manner. 
These were preceded by the king's equerries. In the 
second were seen elephants completely harnessed, 
with.a band of Indians seated on the fore part of 
their bodies; and on the hinder, another band of 
Macedonians, armed as in the day of battle. The 
third exhibited to the view several squadrons of 
horse ranged in military array. The fourth repre- 
sented ships preparing for a battle. At the entrance 
into the pavilion were golden lions, that seemed to 
guard the passage. The foi^ comers were adorned 
with statues of gold, representing victories, with 
trophies of anns in their hands. Under the pavilion 
was placed a throne of gold of a square form, adorned 
with the heads of animals, whoso necks were encom- 
passed with golden circles a foot and a half in 
breadth ; to these were hung crowns that glittered 
with the liveliest colours, and such as were carried 
in procession at the celebration of sacred solemnities. 
At the foot of the throne was placed the cofiin of 
Alexander, formed of beaten gold, and half filled with 
aromatic spices and perfumes, as well to exhale an 
agreeaUe odour, as for the preservation of the corpse^ 
A pall of purple, wrought with gold, covered the 
coffin. Between this and the thvone the arms of that 
Monarch overe disposed in the manner lie wore tb^ 
while living. "The outside ot the payilm 
wise coveiM with purple, flowered with gold.'^ 
top ended in a very large crown of the siune 
#hich seemed to a comporition of olive^branchi^. 
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The raye of theann which darted on thie diadem, in 
oonjunoiioti with the motiihi of tho chario^ oatiised 
jit to emit a kind of rays like those of light&mg* 
It may easily be imagined, that, in so long a pro^ 
cession, the motion of a chariot, loaded Uke this, 
would be liable to great inconveniences. In erder, 
therefore, that the pavilion, with all its app^dage^ 
might, when the chariot 'moved in any uneven ways, 
constantly continue in the same situation, notwith*- 
standing the inequality of the ground, and the shocks 
that would frequently be unavoidable, a cylinder was 
raised from the middle of each axle-tree, to support 
the pavilion ; by which expedient the whole machine 
was preserved steady. The chariot was followed by 
the royal guards, all in arms, and magnificently 
arrayed. The multitude of spectators of rais sblem- 
nity is hardly credible 5 but they were drawn together 
as well by their veneration for the memory of Alex-^ 
ander, as by the magnificence of this funeral pomp, 
which had never been equalled in the vrorld. There 
was a current prediction, that the place where 
Alexander should be interred, would be rendered 
the most happy and flourishing p^art of the whote 
earth. The governors contested with each other, 
for the disposal of a body that was to be attended 


with such a glorious prerogative. The affsetion^ 
Perdiccas entertained for hia country, made him 
desirous that the corpse should be coaveyed to ASge, 
in Macedonia, where the remains of its kings iMSf 
usually deposited. Otheivplaces were likewise pre^ 
posed, but the pmference waS . given to 
Ptolemy, who baa such ektraordutsary an 
obU|^ti<^a io the king of ^ 

tpr.nigii^ise his gratitude bn this occai»on> 
ane^inglj^. Set out . with a nqnae^S 
bc# ;tro^^ m order nsM lftie' prdc^ 
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aiivanoed as far as Sjrria. When he had joined tho 
attendants on the funeral) ho proTented them from 
interring tbe corpse in the temple of Jupiter Ammon, 
as they had proposed. It was therefore deposited^ 
first, in the city of Memphis, and from tlience was 
conveyed to Alexandria. Ptolemy raised a magnifi-* 
cent temple to the memory of this monarch, and ren- 
dered him all the honours which were usually paid 
to demi^gods and heroes by Pagan antiquity. 

Freinshemius, in his supplement t6 Livy, relates, 
after Leo the African *, that the tomb of Alexander 
the Qreat was ttill to he seen in his time, and that 
it was reverenced by tlm Mohammedans, as the 
monument, not only of an illustrious king, but of a 
great prophet. 

f ^The ancient city, together with its suburbs, was 
about seven leagues in length ; and Diodorus informs 
us that the number of itsinhabitants amounted toabove 
900,000, consisting only of the citizens and free- 
men ; bui that, reckoning the slaves and foreigners, 
they were allowed, at a moderate computation, to 
be upwards of a million. These ^ast numbero of 
people were enticed to settle hero by the convenient 
situation of the place for commerce ; since, besides 
the advantage of a communication to the eastern 
eoun^es by the canal cut out of the Nile into the 
Bed Sea, it had two very spacious and commodious 
ports, eapable of containing the shipping of all the 
then trading nations in the world. 

The harbour, called P^us Eunostus, hy in the 
centre of the city ; thus r^dering tho ships secure, 
not only by natuie but by art. The figure of this 
harbour was a circl^ the entrance teing 
dosed up by two artificial moles, which leff; apaSf 

* lliiii siithor lived in the Ofteeiith centuiyi 
t Swdwfch. 
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sage for two ships only to paiSi abreast. • At the 
western extremity of one of these moles stood the 
celebrated tower called Pharos.. The ruin^ of it are 
buried in the sea, at the bottom of which, in a calm 
day, one may easily distinguish large columns and 
several vast pieces of marble, which give sufficient 
proofs of the magnificence of the building in which 
they were anciently employed. 

This light*honse was erected by Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus. Its architect was Sostratus of Cnidos ; its 
cost was 160 , 000 /. sterling, and it was reckoned one 
of the seven wonders of the worid^. It was a kige 
square structure built of white marble, on the top of 
which a fire was constantly kept burning, in order 
to guide ships by night. Pharos was originally an 
island at the distance nearly of a mile from the 
continent, but was afterwards join^ to it by a 
causeway like that of Tyre, 

This Pharos was destroyed, and, in its stead, a 

*Some haye commended Ptolemy for permitting the ftrehitect 
to put his name in 'the inscription ^hjeh was fixed on the .tower, 
instead of his own. It was very short and plain, ^ according to 
the manner of the ancients. Sastraius Cniiius De,tipAan{$ 
F. DiU Serputoribw pro navigant^uBf i. ** Saacratua tlm 
Cnidigo, son of Deziplmne?, to iho, protecting fof naa 
of ’aea-^ring people.',* But certoirtly Ptolemy moat hare my 
much undervalued that kind of immortalUy which prineCs uC 
gcnciklty wry fond of, to. inttifier that' hit name ftontd not he ae 
miich 94 mentioned la the .insciiptioa of an edifice to ci^^e cl 
immortalising him. What wfs lead in eeneeiwpng this 

muer, deprived Ptolcmij? pf a jh<^ei^y,wbi(th indeed woald he terx 
lili-placed here, This author Informh u| that Spstratus, Mefng fhg 
,kiiig determined to engvoft the whole glory of lltat nohle itrcelD»r 
^to tihnaelf^ eauiied UteinscripUonwkhr feds otmiiil&e to 

he : ooyfiied uhh lhatej 

pn^ ^ 

tflatmwS himae}^ cetired Cfily te ^ 

laai^^ridicnldtSHi'Wni^^^ , V ' 
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of ihe lino : at prem^ iH a spatse of twb hOgti^ 
wi^od round, nothin^ u to be seen bnt tnaiUe 
pobimns tying in the wist, and sawed in pieces ; ^ 
iho l^hs make nlHl-stones of them ; together wHh 
the remains of pSastera, capitals, obelisks, and motin-^ 
tains of ruins heaped on each other. 

Al^candria had one peculiar advantage over all 
Others :-^Dinocrate8, considering the great saftrofiy 
of good water in this country, dug vei^ spacious 
vaults, which, having communication with all parts 
of the city, fumishea its inhabitants with one of the 
chief necessaries of life. These vaults were divided 
into capoeioua reservoirs, or cisterns, which were 
4Ued, at the time of the inundation of the Nile, by a 
canal cut out of the Canopic branch, entirely for tbat 
purpose. The water was, in that maipier, preserved 
for the remainder of the yeei ; and being refined by 
the long settlement, 'was not only the dearest, but 
the wholcsomest of any in Egypt. This grand work 
is stiU regaining ; whence the present city, though 
built out of the ruins of the ancient one, still enjoys 
the benefactions of Alexander, its founder. 

A street"^, two thousand feet wide, began at the 
4tarine gate, and ended at the gate of Canopus, 
pdhmed with magnificent houses^ temples, and public 
edifices. Through this extent of prospect the^ifye 
was ilever satiated , with admiring the, tnarbk^*"the 
porphyry, and ihd obeHsks wh^h were desired 
heream adorn" Romo and Oonstanlinople. This 
street was indeed the finest the world ever saw. 

Besides all the private buildings constructed wifli 
pmphyr;^ and'marblo, there was an admirable temple 
to ^rapiB, ami another tp Neptune ; also a theatre , 
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ri4a bad all tl|a p^rfef9^ti*WUcli the experience of 
one th 9 iiaaiid j^eari eopldaford; and the wealth 
and escertions, not only of Egypt but oi Asia. The 
placO Was extensive and magnificent ; and a success 
don of wise and good princes rej^crcd it» by means 
of E^ptian materials and Grman taste, one of 
the nchest and most perfect cities the world has ever 
beheld, 

The palace occiipiod one quarter of the city; but 
*aritthui its precincts were a museum, extensive groves, 
and a temple containing tbc sepulchre of Alexander. 

This city was also famous for a temple erected to 
the God &'rapis, in which was a ^statue which the 
natives of Sinope (in Pontus) had bartered, in a 
season of famine, for a supply of corn. The temple 
was called the ^rapiou; and Ammianus Marcel* 
linus assures us^, that it surpassed all the temples 
then in the w^orld for beauty and magnificence, with 
tho sole exception of the Capitol at l&me. 

Ptolemy Sotor made this city the metropolitan 
Beat of arts and sciences. lie founded the museum, 
the most ancient and most snmptuous temple ever 
erected by any monarch, in honour of learning ; ho 
filled it with men of abilities, and made it an asylum 
for philosophers of all descriptions, whose doemneB 
were misunderstood, and whose persons were perse - 
cuted j in whoso unfeigned tribute of grateful piai$o 
he has found a surer road tP overiasting rouawn^ 
than his haughty namelpfje prodocessors^ yrho 
tended to immortality, and braved both %eaven and 
corroding time by the solid stauditre of t|icir py- 
ramids* , . ♦ • 

He founded also a library, Vhich was conaid^- 
ably augmented by Ptolemy PUQki^lpl^tiSr and by 
M ♦idb. xaSfcTfil. 
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the magnificence of his successors, was at length in^ 
creased to 700,000 volumes. 

In Caesar $ time, part of this library, — ^that portion 
which was situated in the quarter of the city called 
the Bruchion, — was consumed by fire ; a conflagration 
which caused tl^ loss of not fewer than 400,000 
volumes. 

This library, a short time after, received the in- 
crease of 200,000 volumes from Pergamus; Antony 
having given that library to Cleopatra. It was 
afterwards ransacked several times ; but it was still 
a numerous and very celebrated library at tbe time 
in which it was destroyed by the Saracens, viz. a.d. 
642 ; a histoTy of which we shall soon have to relate. 

The manner in which this library was originally 
collected, may be judged of, in no small degree, by 
the following relation; — All the Greek and other 
books that were brought into Egypt were seized and 
sent to the Museum, where they were transcribed by 
persons employed for that purpose ; the copies were 
then delivered to the proprietors, and the originals 
were deposited in the library. Ptolemy Evergetes, for 
instance, borrowed the works of Sophocles, Euripides, 
and iBschylus, of the Athenians, and only returned 
them the copies, which he had caused to be transcribed 
in as beautiful a manner as possible ; and he likewise 
presented them with fifteen talents, equal to fifteen 
thousand crowns, for the originals, which he kept. 

On the death of Cleopatra, Egypt was reduced 
into a province of the Ihpman empire, and governed 
by a prefect sent from Borne, ^le^cander founded the 
city in 3629 ; and the reign of the Ptolemies, who 
succeeded him, lasted to the year of the world 3974. 

The city, in the time of Augustus, must have been 
very teautiful ; for when that personage entered it, 
he told the natives, who had acted* against him, that 
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he pardoned them all ; first, out of respect to the 
name of their founder ; and, secondly, on account of 
the beauty of their city. This beauty and opulence, 
however, were not without their corresponding evils ; 
for Quintilian informs us, that as Alexandria im- 
proved* in commerce and in opuleijipe, her inhabitants 
grew so efiPeminate and voluptuous, that the word 
Alexandrine became proverbial, to express softness, 
indelicacy, and immodest langriagc. 

Egypt having become a province of Ifomo, some 
of tho emperors endeavoured to revive in it a love of 
letters, and enriched it by various improvements. 
Tho emperor Caligula was inclined to favour the 
Alexandrians, because they manifested a readiness 
to confer divine honours upon him. Ho even con- 
ceived the horrid design of massacring the chief 
senators and knights of Rome ^a.d. 40), and then of 
abandoning the city, and of settling at Alexandria ; the 
prosperity and wealth of which in the time of Aurelian 
was so great, that, after tho defeat of Zenobia, a 
single merchant of this city undertook to raise and 
pay an army out of the profits of his trade ! 

The rapid rise of the power of the Moslems, and 
the religious discord which prevailed in Eg3rpt, levelled 
a death-blow at the grandeur of this powerful city, 
whose prosperity had been unchecked from the time 
of its foundation ; — upwards of nine hundred and 
seventy years. Amrou, the lieutenant of Omar, king 
of the Saracens, having entered Egypt, and taken 
Pelusium, Babylon, and Memphis, laid, siege to 
Alexandria, and afte| fourteen months carried the 
city by assault, and all Egypt submitted to the yoke, 
of the Caliphs. The standard of Mahomet was planted 
on the walls of Alexandria a. d. 640. Ahulfaraffiua, 
in his history of the tenth d 3 nnasty, mves tlie follow- 
ing account of thi^ catastrophe ^.obn Philoponus, a 
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(amous Peripatetic philosopher, being at Alexandria 
'when the city was taken by the Saracens, was ad- 
mitted to familiar intercourse with Amrou, the Arabian 
general, and presumed to solicit a gift, inestimable in 
his opinion but contemptible in that of the barbarians, 
and this was the joyal library. Amrou was inclined 
to gratify his wish, but his rigid integrity sprupled 
to alienate the least object without the Caliph's con- 
sent. He .accordingly wrote to Omar, whose well- 
known answer was dictated by the ignorance of a 
fanatic, 

Amrou wrote thus to his master, “ I have taken 
the great city of the West. It is impossible for me to 
enumerate the variety of its riches and beauty ; 1 
shall content myself with observing, that .it contains 
4000 palaces, 4000 baths, 400 theatres or places of 
amusement, 12,000 shops for the sale of vegetable food, 
and 40,000 tributary Jews." Ho then related wdiat 
Philoponus had requested of him. “ If these writings 
of the Greeks,” answered the bigoted barbarian, his 
master, agree with the Koran, or book of God, 
they are useless, and need not be preserved ; if they 
disagree they are pernicious, and ought to be de- 
stroyed.” This valuable repository, therefore, was 
devoted to the flames, and during six months the 
volumes of which it consisted supplied fuel to tho 
four thousand baths, which gave health and cleanli- 
ness to the city. ‘‘ No complaint," says a celebrated 
moralist (Johnson), is more frequently repeated 
among the learned, thamthat of the waste made by 
time among the labours of antiquity. Of those who 
once filled the civilised world with their renown 
nothing is now left but their names, which are left 
only to raise desires that never .can satisfied, and 
sorrow which never can be comforted. Had all the 
writings ofthe ancients been faithfully delivered down 
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from age to age, had the AlexandAan lihrary been 
spared, and the Palatine repositories remained nmm- 
paired, bow much might we have known of which 
we are now doomed to be ignorant, how many labo^ 
rious inquiries and dark conjectures, how many 
collations of broken hints and mutilated passages 
might have been spared ! We should have known 
the successions of princes, the revolutions of empires, 
the actions of the great, and opinions of ih^ wise, the 
laws and constitutions of every state, and the arts by 
which public grandeur and happiness are acquired 
and preserved. Wo should have traced the progress 
of life, seen colonies from distant regions take pos- 
session of European deserts, and troops of savages 
settled into communities by the desire of keeping what 
they had ac<^uirod ; we should have traced the pro- 
gress and utility, and travelled upward to the original 
of things by the light of history, till in remoter times 
it had glimmered m fable,* and at last been left in 
darkness.*'— ‘‘ For my own part,** says Gibbon, I 
am strongly tempted to deny both the fact and the 
consequences.** Dr. Drake also is disposed to believe, 
that the privations we have suffered have been occa- 
sioned by ignorance, negligence, and intemperate 
zeal, operating uniformly for centuries, and not 
through the medium of either concerted or accidental 
conflagration*. 

The dominion of the Turks, and the discovery of 
the Cape of Good Hope, i^l499, completed its ruin; 
and from that time it has remained in decay. Its large 
. buildings fell into l^uins, and under a government 
which discouraged even the appearance of wealth, 
no person woula venture to repair them, and meaq. 

^ *3eebift observatioiiB on tho supposed conSagniiion of tbe. 
Alexandrian Ubraiy, with a commentay on the 5th aud 6^th sec* 
tioni of the first chapter of tho tenth book QuiatiUon* 




38 BUINS OP ANCIENT CITIES. 

habitations were constructed in lieu of them, on the 
sea -coast. Since that dismal epoch Egypt has, cen- 
tury after century, sunk deeper and deeper into a state 
of perfect neglect and ruin. In recent times, however, 
it has been under the immediate despotic rule of Me- 
hemet Ali, nominally a pasha of the sultan of Con- 
stantinople, and a man apparently able and willing 
to do much towards restoring civilisation to the place 
of his birth,* 

The remains, in the opinion of some, have been 
greatly magnified. One writer *, for instance, states, 

The present state of Alexandria aifords a scene of 
magnificence and desolation. In the space of two 
leagues, inclosed by walls, nothing is seen but the 
remains of pilasters, of capitals, and of obelisks, and 
whole mountains of shattered columns and monu- 
ments of ancient art, heaped upon one another, and 
accumnlatod to a height even greater than that of 
the houses/' Another writer t says, Alexandria 
liow exhibits every matk by which it could be recog- 
nised as one of the principal monuments of the mag- 
nificence of the conqueror of Asia, the emporium of 
the East, and the chosen theatre of the far-sought 
luxuries of the Roman triumvirs and the Egyptian 
queen." 

According to Sonnini, columns subverted and 
Scattered about; a few others still upright but 
isolated; mutilated statues, fragments of every species, 
overspread the ground wtj^cli it once occupied. It- 
is impossible to advance a step, without kicking, if I 
may use the expression, against some of its wrecks. 
It is the hideous theatre of destruction the most 
horrible. The soul is saddened on contemplating 
those remains of grandeur and magnificence ; and it 
is rais ed into indignation against the barbarians, who 
* Rees. t Browne. ^ 
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dared to apply a sacrile^ous hand to monuments, 
which time, the most pitiless of destroyers, would 
have respected.” “So little,” says Dr. Clarke, “ are 
we acquainted with these valuable remains, that not 
a single excursion for purposes of discovery has yet 
be^n begun ; nor is there any thing published with 
regard to its modem history, excepting the observa* 
tionsthat have resulted from the hasty survey, made 
of its forlorn and desolated havens by a few travellers 
whose transitory visits ended almost with the days 
of their arrival*.” 

“ On arriving at Alexandria," says Mr.* Wilkinson, 

“ the traveller naturally enquires where are the 
remainsof that splendid city, which was second only to 
Borne itself, and whose circuit of fifteen miles contained 
a population of three hundred thousand inhabitants and 
an equal number of slaves ; and where the monuments 
of its former greatness ? He has heard of Cleopatra'S 
Needle and Pompey’s FiUar, from the days of his 
childhood, and the fame of its library, the Pharos, 
the temple of Serapis and of those philosophers 
and mathematicians, whose venerable names contri- 
bute to the fame of Alexandria, even more than the 
extent of its commerce or the splendour of thomomi- 
ments, that once adorned it, are fresh in his recoUec^ 
tion; — and he is surprised, in traversing mounds 
which mark the site of this vast city, memy to find 
scattered fragments or a few isolated columns, and 
here and there the vesti^ of buildings, or the 
doubtful direction of some of the main streets.” 

Though the ancielit boundaries, however, cannot 
r * A very curious in«Sioco it t^rded b/ Bruce, who wrote m 
aceouat of Alexandria, and, E^inlly, did not apend one entire day 
in the "city. . Ue was at tea on the morning of the 20th of Jane, 
176S, previouBly to his landing in Alei^eiriria, ( see Bcuee's. 
Travels, v. i. p. 7,) and in the afternoon he left ^at city for 
Rosetta.^— OLaRKB, 
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tie^ of tubbiMi acre on alt Mde» 
iiiSw ^hooee ovoi^obo^ of rain, not to mention 

diaco^reeo pieces 

of marble, oncrant coins, and 

MtaBetite ot icntpliiire. Among tbe last may be 

of Imamus Anmua 

«nd Septimius Sevenur, 

\^epMenirtri^nreofSa9mei^ Thejr 

one lofty/ beii]^ in eeme ptoons mere than totty M 
in. mia ap^rently no 'erhere «o IMo as 

iwieaty^ Tbeseito^h a su^ient security aoidiist 
ibe fiedonioB, who live part of tbe year bn the banka 
of the fsanal, and bften phmder the cattle in the 
fenrflocks and herdsi 'whlshato 
desChh^d to supply the wants of ihediy, are pastomd 
on the herbage, of which the vlemity of the oamd 
favours the growMi, and generally bronghti in at 
flight when the two gates are idtuU stys 

M. Jliot, by Volncy'a hrstpam, of tboimpcessioti 
which must be made bpon by those hoiHkes wttb 
gratod windows; this soKtXido, this silcnoe, tlisieif 
camels ; tlieso disgusting dogs covered with vertimifi/ 
these hideous wpmen hiding between tKei^ioOth tM 
corner of a veil of coarse bloc cloth^ (o oondeal^ftOm 
us their features and thOir black bosoms** Ai l^e 
sight of Alexandria and its inhabitants, at beholding 
these vast jdains devoid of all verdifre, at breathing 
the burning air of the desert, melancholy h^an & 
find its way among us ;^aiid already somcr 
men, turning to wains thei^ country their whary eyes, 
let the expression of regret escapO thefd^m si^ts; a 
regret which more painml proofawere soon render 
more poignant.** And this recals to one’s recollnotion 
the description of an Arabic poSt, cited by Abulfeda 
several centuries ago. 
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IHM> |[tal»lMy«p)itAi]; dpplM imrftef^af (Muntafi 

th«»«i(ltil)^irh«w <l«(i6i» iMadTclkiinilUk* a 
twuit^, M er»«a«d with ^ ,' j, * 

Tfa« in& to 'whi<^ life beve oUc^dai 
BolfaiQg euirion^ exoepft aorae mianis tctjfvmp 
one of tbo ohirf remoiiw oi tbe &Q«l«iit otty is> 
edomuiido, of whiob only a feyr ooliaana ifnaaio ; 
irlwt ia oalled the ampbitfaeatie^ <m » lia^ fpNnaii^ 
vhenoe there ia a &>e Ttoor (d the oity an4 poii, 
INiere 1% boweror, one jHtnictiuB besi^ partioi^y 
wMitled to dutiootioa; ao4 that ia gehwtdiy «i|y}<4 
l^ompey'a IHllw, 

P^p^a polar, aaya the anthqr of %ypti«D 
Astiqiutie% ** staii^ on lOr mnall eminence midday 
dioterm the yalb of Alexandria and th» riiorcs of 
the labe Mareotia, about tiiree-quarters of a mile 
leim eith^, quite detached from any ether building, 
ii je of a glranito ; but tbe abaft, jv^bb is highly 
p^ii^hed', iqipears to be of earlier date than the 
ei^iM tr pedeetai, which havo been*madc to corre- 
It b of Ooriutb^ order ; and while some 
have eulo^sed it as the finest specimen of that order, 
othK^ have prooOuRced it to be in bad taste. The 
Ohptm is palm leaves, not indoited.. The column 
cpiisitte Only of three pieces— the capital, the shaft, 
and the ‘base— «and is pound on a centre stone of 
breecia, with hiesodlyphios (m it, less than a fourth 
of^e ^mensions of the pedestal of the column, and 
with* the smaHer end downward ; from which cir* 
cumstance the Araha helievo it to have been placed 
there by Qod. The earth about tbe foundation baa 
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hma examined, probably in the hopes of 'finding 
treasures ; and pieces of white marble, (which is not 
found in Egypt) have been discovered connected to 
the breccia above mentioned. It is owing, probably, 
to this disturbance that the pillar has an inclination 
of about seven inches to the south-west. This 
column has sustained some trifling injury at the 
hands of late visiters, who have indulged a puerile 
pleasure in possessing and giving to their friends 
small fragments of the stone, and is defaced by being 
daubed with names of persons, which would other- 
wise have slumbered unknown to all save in their 
own narrow sphere of action ; practices which cannot 
be too highly censured, and which an enlightened 
mind would scorn to be guilty of. It is remarkable, 
that while the polish on the shaft is still perfect to 
the northward, corrosion has begun to affect the 
southern face, owing probably to the winds passing 
over the vast tracts of sand in that direction. The 
centre part of the cap-stone has been hollowed out, 
forming a basin on the top*; and pieces of ii'on 
still remaining in four holes prove that this pillar was 
once ornamented with a figure, or some other trophy. 
The operation of forming a rope-ladder to ascend 
the column has been performed several times of late 
years, and is very simple : a kite was flown, with a 
string to the tail, and, when directly over the pillar, 
it was dragged down, leaving the line by which it 
was flown across the capital. With this a rope, and 
afterwards a stout hawser, was drawn over ; a man 
then ascended and placed twombrS partsof the hawser, 
all bf which were pulled tight down to a twenty- 
four-pounder gun lying near the base (which it^waa 
said Sir Sidney Smith attemptedio plant on the top) ; 
small spara wei^ then lashed across, commencing 
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from tiiiO bottom, and ascending each as it was 
secured, till the whole was complete, when it 
resembled the rigging of a ship’s lower masts. The 
mounting this solitary column required some nerve, 
oven in seamen ; but it w\as still more appalling to 
see the Turks, with their ample trowsers, venture the 
ascent. The view from this height is commanding, 
and highly interesting in the associations excited by 

^ on the ruins of the city of the J^tolcmies, 
jeneath. A theodolite was planted there, and 
a round of terrestrial angles taken ; but the tremulous 
motion of the column alTectcd the quicksilver .in 
the artificial horizon so much as to preclude the 
possibility of obtaining an observation for the latitude. 
Various admeasurements have been given of the 
dimensions of Porapey’s Pillar ; the following, how- 
ever, were taken by a gentleman who assisted in the 
operation above described 


Top of the capital to the astragal (one stone) 

Feet In. 
10 4 

Astragal to drst plinth (one stone) « 

67 

7 

Plinth to the ground .... 

20 

11 

‘Whole height 

08 

10 

Measured by a lino from the top 

90 

i 


It will be remembered, however, that the pedestal of the column 


docs not rest on the ground, 


Its elevation being • . • . 

4 

6 

The height of the column its^f is therefore 

04 

10 

Diagonal of the capital . • . • 

16 

11 

Circumference of shi^t (upper part) 

24 

2 

Hower part) 

27 

2 

Length of side of the pcocstal] 

16 

6 


Shaw says, that in his time, in expectation of 
finding alarge treasure buried underneath, a great part 
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of the foundation, consisting of several fragments of 
different sorts of stone and marble, had been removed ; 
so that the whole fabric rested upon a block of white 
marble scarcely two yards square, which, upon 
touching it with a hey, sounded like a bell. 

All travellers agree that its present appellation is 
a misnomer ; yet it is known that a monument of 
some kind was erected at Alexandria to the memory 
of Pompey, which was supposed to have been found 
in this remarkable column. Mr. Montague thinks it 
was erected to the honour of Vespasian. Savary 
calls it the Pillar of Severus. Clarke supposes it to 
have been dedicated to Hadrian, according to lus 
reading of a half-effaced inscription in Greek on the 
west aide of the base ; while others trace the name of 
Diocletian in the same inscription. No mention 
occurring of it either in Strabo or Diodorus Siculus, 
‘ we may safely infer that it did not exist at that 
period ; and Denon supposes it to have been erected 
about the time of the Greek Emperors, or of the 
Caliphs of Egypt, and dates its acquiring its present 
name in the fifteenth century. It is supposed to 
have been suimountcd with an equestrian statue. 
The shaft is elegant and of a good style ; but the 
capital and pedestal are of inferior workmanship, 
and have tho^ appearance of being of a different 
period. 

In respect to the inscription on this pillar, there 
are two different readings : — It must, however, be 
remembered, that many of the letters are utterly 
illegible. * 

TO DfOCLETlANUB AUGUSTUS, 

MOST adorable EMPEROR, 

THE TUTELAR OEIT^T OF ALEXANDRIA, 

PONTIUS, A PREFECT OF EGYPT, 

CONSECRATES THIS. 
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Dr. Clarke's version is — ^ 

POSTUUMUS, pa^PECT OF EGYPT, 

AKD THE PEOPLE OF THE METROPOLIS^ 

[AontmrJ tq the most revered emperor, 

THE protecting DIVINITY OF ALEXANDRIA, 

TUG DIVINE HADRIAN AUGUSTUS. 

Now, since it is known that Hadrian lived from 
A. D. 76 to 130, it seems clear that Pompey has no 
connexion with this pillar, and that it ought no longer 
to beai'his name. Some writers, however, are disposed 
to believe that the inscription is not so old as the 
pillar, and this is very likely to be the case. 

This celebrated pillar lias of late years bdfen several 
times ascended. The manner, as we have before stated, 
was this : — ‘‘ By means of a kite, a strong cord was 
passed over the top of the column, and securely fastened 
* ononeside, while oneman climbed up the other. When 
he had reached the top, he made the rope still more 
secure, and others ascended, carrying with them 
water of the Thames, of the Nile, and of one of the 
Grecian Islands : a due supply of spirits was also 
provided, and thus a bowl of punch was concocted ; 
and the healths of distinguished persons were drunk. 
This -ascent was made when the British fleet was in 
Egypt, since which time tlie ascents have been 
numerous; for, according to Mr Webster, the crew 
of almost every man-of-war which has been stationed 
in the port of Alexandria have thought the national 
honour of British tars greatly concerned in ascending 
the heiglit of fame, or, ii^ other words, the famous 
height which Pompey’s pillar affords. It is not 
unusual for a party to take breakfast, write letters, 
and transact other matters of business on this very 
summit ; and it is on record that a lady once had 
courage to join one of these high parties. 

^ides this there are two obelisks. The first is of 



46 EUINS OF AXSCIENT C1TIF8. 

granite, and is galled Ckopatra's Needle, but it has 
become nearly certain that it Avas removed hither 
from Heliopolis, and it is now, therefore, regarded as 
the obelisk of Thothmes HI. Its fallen companion 
also bears the name of Thothmes, and, in the lateral 
lines of Remeses II, the supposed Scsostris. One of 
these is still upright on its base ; the other is thrown 
down and almost entirely buripd in the sand. ‘‘ The 
former,*’ says Sonnini, shows wliat the band of man 
can do against time ; the other what time can do 
against the efforts of man.” 

They are both of red granite. According to a survey 
made byl^r. Clarke, the base of the prostrate one 
measures seven feet square, and the length is sixty- 
six feet. They are both covered with hieroglyphics 
cut into the stone to the depth of two inches. These 
two monuments served to decorate one of the entrances 
to the palace of the Ptolemies, the ruins of which are 
contiguous*. 

Nothiiigt, however, wliich remains in the vicinity 
of Alexandria attests its greatness more satisfac- 
torily than the catacombs on the coast, near tho 
Necropolis. Their size, althougli remarkable, is not 
so striking as tho elegant symmetry, and proportion 
of the architecture in the hrst chamber, which is of 
the best Greek style, and not to bo equalled in any 
other part of Egypt4 They are at a short distance 

* After the English -wore in ])osseBsioii of Alexandria, a sub* 
seriptiou vm opened by the militar}' and naval officers for tho 
purpose of removing tho prostrate obelisk to England. With the 
money so raised they pni’<;ha5c^ one of the vessels, sunk by the 
French in the old port of Alexandria : was raised, and prepared 

for the reception of the obelisk. The Freitch bad already cleared 
away the heaps of rubbish wliich enveloped it, and tho -English 
turned it round, and found it in a fine state of preservation. It wag 
moved towards the vessel, when an order arrived from the Ad- 
miralty, prohibiting the Bailors from being employed at this work. 
No further attempts have been noade to remove this fine moitu* 
merit to Eurqic. — Avon. f Wilkinson. ^ Sonnini. 
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from the canal, and are galleries, penetrating a pro^ 
digious way under ground, or rather into the rock. 
They are supposed to have been at first the quarries, 
which furnished stones for the construction of the 
edifices of Alexandria ; and, after having supplied the 
men of that country with the materials of their habi- 
tations, while they lived, are themselves become their 
last iibodo after death. Most of these subterraneous 
alleys are in a ruinous state. In the small number 
of those which it is possible to penetrath, are seen, 
on both sides, three rows of coffins, piled on each 
other. At the entrance of some of these galleries 
there are separate apartments, with their coffins; 
reserved, no doubt, for the sepulture of particular 
families, or of a peculiar order of citizens. These 
catacombs frequently serve as retreats for the jackals, 
which abound in this part of Egypt, prowling in 
numerous squadrons, and roaming around the habita- 
tions of man. These pernicious animals arc not afraid 
of advancing close up to the walls of the city. Nay, 
more ; they traverse its enclosure during the night ; 
they frequently spring over it by the breaches made 
in the walls ; they enter the city itself in quest of 
their prey, and fill it with bowlings and cries. " Dr. 
Clarke says, that nothing so marvellous ever fell 
within his observation*. Of the singular suburb 
styled the Necropolis or “ city of the dead,” nothing 
remains. But about sixty yards east of some excava- 
tions called the Batlis of Cleopatra,” there is a little 
bay, about sixty yards daep, with an entrance so 
nearly blocked up Iff two rocks, that a boat only 
can obtain acccsst. At the bottom of this bay, in 
the steep slope of the shore, there is a small hole, 
through whi ch it is difficult to pass : a p assa ge of 

* H 9 ''nres a full descriptiou of tliein..^art iv^.p. 285, 4to. 
t Sat, Mag. 
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aboiit thirty feet leads to thd iirst hall, in which tho 
visitor can stand upright ; od the’ right and left are 
small square chaml^rs, much filled up wi^sand, the 
ceiling and cornice supported by pilastereSflllhe former 
is vaulted, and covered with a crystalized cement, on 
which are traced, in rod, lines obviously forming geo- 
metrical configurations on tho subject of astronomy. 
A sun is represented in the middle of the vault. The 
upright sides contain vaulted niches ; ^the hall is 
about twenty yards square. From this a door, in the 
opposite side, leads to a larger hall, but the sand fills 
it up from the floor to the ceiling at the further end, 
so that its dimensions cannot bo ascertained. Two 
small chambers, as before, are excavated on two sides 
of this also ; in tiie right-hand one there is an opening 
in the wall, leading to a vast corridor, thirty-six feet 
long and twt‘hc broad, half choked up, three wells 
in the roof having probably served to admit the 
rublish. This leads ta another fine apartment, with 
a portico on each of its four sides, three of which 
have pilasters and comice, richly carved ; the other 
parts of tho wall are left quite plain, hut there are 
lines traced on tlic vaulted ceiling, indicating that it 
was* intended to have been cut into panels, with 
roses in the centres. From this chamber you enter 
a beautiful rotunda, on the left, which appears to bo 
the principal object of the excavation ; it is seven 
yards in diameter, and about five high ; it is regularly 
ornamented with pilasters supporting a comice, from 
which springs the cupoln of the ceiling ; nine tombs, 
decorated like those first doscr^^ed, are seen around 
it. The bottom is level with the sea^ the water 
filters through, and is found a short distance below 
the floor. This place is quite free from sand, so that 
tte whole of it can be seen ; and tho effect, when 
illuminatf d by many torches, the light of whi<}h is 
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fefleeted from the » very grand. The 

dhamber preeoding the rotunda also affords access to 
another ^nidor^ loading to various apartments, 
presentidllH appearances to those already de- 
IBcribed. one of them there is the springing of a 
brick-arch runniiig round it, intended, apparently, to 
support a gallery ; beneath is a hole, about half a 
yard square, which is the entrance to a winding 
passage ; but it is impossible to penetxate it far on 
account of the sand and water. It is coi^octurcd to 
ha\e served for some religious mystery, or for some 
imposition of the priests on the common people. 
Through the centic portico of another chamber, 
similar to that before dcsi ribed, but left unfinished, 
like many other parts of this magnificent tomb, an 
apartment is entered) each side ot which has three 
ranges of holes for the reception of embalmed bodies, 
and pit»of various dimensions are dug in the floors 
of several of the rooms, Th<re is a gn*at «»ymmetry 
in the arrangement of all the apartments, so that the 
plan of the excavation is regular. It was pi/)bably 
intended tor a royal cemttery, the bivdies of the 
sovereigns being deposited in the rotunda, and the 
other chambers serving as places of bunal for their 
relatives, according to their rank ; and tw o largo side 
chapels, with collateral rooms, being appro])riat€d to 
the religious rites of the Goddess Hecate; as is 
rendered probabje by the crescents which ornament 
various paits of the place. Whatever was its des- 
tination, ii^o flkll the other epmeteries of Egypt it has 
been ransackcnl at some remote period, and the bodies 
of its tenants removel/' 

Like all the other distinguished nationsof antiquity, 
EWpt, after a lengtliened period of civil puwer^ 
military glory, and dignified learning, suffe^d a 
series of reverses of fortune^ and finally sank into a 
state of poverty and barbaric ignorance. Moi|em 
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Cairo rose upon the ruins of Alexandria, and has 
been enriched with.its spoils ; since thither have been 
conveyed, at various times, not fewer tljM^irty thou- 
sand columns of granite, porpliyry,^||PI marble; 
erected in the private dwellings and mosques. Its 
decay doubtless was gradual, but fifteen centuries, 
during which it has declined, have evinced its ancient 
opulence by the slowness of its fall. 

In respect to its modern condition, aniong heaps 
of rubbisli, and among fine gardens, planted with 
palms, oranges, and citrons, are seen some churches, 
mosques, and monasteries, with three small clusters 
of dwellings*. 


NO. IX. — AMIStJS. 

Tuts city was founded by a colony from Miletus 
and Athens, who preserved their independence till 
they were conquered by the Persians. IHiey suc- 
ceeded in maintaining their liberties under Alexander. 

During a war with Mithridates, king of Pontus, 
LucuUus, the Roman general, * laid strong siege 
to this town ; and wiiile so engaged, his troops 
murmured against him : — “ Our general," said they, 

amuses himself w'ith sieges, which, after all, are not 
w'orth the trouble he bestows upon them.” When 
Lucullus heard this, he replied : ‘‘You accuse me 
of giving the enemy time to augment his army 
and regain his strength. That is just what I want. 
I act in this manner for no other purpose; in 
order that our enemy itiay take new courage, and 
assemble so numerous an ar\py *as may embolden 
him to expect us in the field, and no longer fly lieforo 
us. Do you not observe, that he has behind him 

♦ DiodoruB SiciiluB ; AmmmnuB Marrellihat ; 

Abulfai-agiuB; Prideanx ; RoUin ; Shaw ; UarriB ; Gibbon ; Joba- 
.aon-i Dnike ; Savary ; Sonnrni ; S:iiidwich; Kees ; Miot ; Clark^ ; 
WOkiUBoil; Biowne; Parker; Knight. 
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iminense solitudes and infinite deserts in 'wliich it is 
impossilde for us to come up with or pursue him? 
Armenia is but a few days march from these deserts. 
There Tigfphes keeps his court, — that king of kings, 
whoso power is so gn*at, that he subdues the Par- 
thians, transports whole citi(*s of Greeks into the 
heart of Media, has made himself master of Syria 
and Palestine, exterminated the kings descended from 
Seleucus, carried their wives and daughters into 
captivity, xliis ])owerful prince is the ally and son- 
in-law of Mithridates. Do you think, when he has 
him in his palaces, as a suppliant, that he will 
abandon himself, and not make war against us? 
Hence, in hastening to drive away Mithridates, we 
shall be in gr(‘at danger of drawing Tigranes upon 
our hands, who has long sought pretexts for de- 
claring against us, and who can never find one more 
specious, legitimate, and honourable, than that of 
assisting his fathcr-in-law, and a king, reduced to 
the last extremity. Why, therefore, should we s-erro 
Mithridates against ourselves; or show^ him to whom 
ho should have recourse lor the means of supporting 
the war >vith us, by pushing him figainst his will,— • 
and at a time, perhaps^ when he looks upon such a 
step as unworthy his valour and greatness, — int<j the 
arms and protection of Tigranes ^ Is it not infinitely 
better, by giving him time to take courage and 
strengthen himself with his own forces, to have only 
upon our handk the troops of Colchis, the Tiba- 
renians, and Cappadocians, iwhom vre have so often 
defeated, than to expose ourselves to have the ad- 
ditional force of the Armenians and Medes to con- 
tend with?” 

Lucullus soon after this marched against Mith- 
ridates, and in three engagements defeated him* 
Mithridates, however, escaped, and almost imme- 
dktely after sent comixiands to hia two sbteis and 

, 
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his two wives, that they should die; he being in 
great fear that they, would fall into the hands of the 
enemy. Their history is thus related : — When the 
officer, whose name was Bacchides, arrived where 
they were, and had signihed to the princesses the 
orders of their hing, which favoured them no further 
than to leave them at liberty to choose the kind of 
death they should think most gentle and immediate; 
Monima taking the diadem from her head, tied it 
round her neck, and hung herself with n. But that 
wreath not being strong enough, and breaking, she 
cried out — Ah ! fatal trifle, you might at least do 
me this mournful office/* Then, throwing it away 
with indignation, she presented her neck to Bac- 
chides. As for Berenice, she took a cup of poison; 
and as she vras going to drink it, her mother, who 
was with her, desired to share it with her. They 
accordingly drank both together. The half of that 
cup sufficed to carry off the mother, worn out and 
feeble witli age ; but was not enough to surmount 
the strength and youth of Berenice. That princcsSj 
therefore, struggled long with death in the most 
violent agonies ; till Bacchides, tired with waiting 
the eflect of the poison, ordered her to be strangled. 
Of the two sisters, Koxana is said to have swallowed 
poison, venting reproaches and imprecations against 
Mithridates. Statira, on the contrary, was pleased, 
with her brother, and thanked liim, that being in so 
great a danger for his own person, He had not forgot 
them, and had taken cmre to supply them with the 
means of dyin^ free, and of withdrawing from the 
indignities their enemies might else have made them 
undergo. Their deaths afflicted Lucullns very sen-^ 
eibly ; for he was of a very gentle and humane dis- 
position. 

Lucullas, in the mean time, laid strong siege to 
Amisus. Mithridates had given the conduct of 



OF ANCIENT CITIES. 5^^ 

the place to Callimachus, who was esteemed the 
best engineer of his time. That officer held out 
for a long time very skilfully, and with the utmost 
gallantry ; but finding at last tlnit the town must' 
surrender, he set fire to it, and escaped in a ship that 
waited for him. Luculius did all he could to extin- 
guish the flames ; but, for the most part, in vain ; 
and the whole city had undoubtedly been burned, had 
not a rain fallen so violently, )iliat a considerable 
number of houses were thereby saved ; and before he 
departed, the conqueror caused those that had been 
burned, to be rebuilt ; but so inveterate were his sol- 
diers, that all his efforts could not secure it from 
plunder. 

It was afterwards the favourite residence of Pompey 
the Great, who rebuilt the city, and restored the 
inhabitants to their liberties, which were confirmed 
by Caesar and Augustus. In subsequent times it 
was included in the dominions of the Commeni em- 
perors of Trebisond; and finally subdued by the 
Turks in the reign of Mahomet the Second. 

It is now surrounded by a decayed wall. Towards 
the sea may be traced the remains of another wall ; 
the ruins of these, in many parts, are almost buried 
under the waves *. 

NO. X.— ANTIOCH. 

Theue are few cities whose immediate origin we 
know so well as th«at of Antioch. 

Antigonus had built a Aiy at a small distance 
from the spot on vdiich Antioch was afterwards 
erected, and this he called after his own name, Antig^ 
onia. After his death Seleucus, having made him- 
self master of Upper S3rria, determined on founding a 
city. He, in consequence, demolished the one Antig- 
onus bad built, and employed its materials in con- 
• ' * llollin*, Saadtvicli. 
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structing bis own*. This lie named after his son, 
Antiochus. lie afterwards transplanted all the 
citizens to the now capital ; and ho adorned it with 
all the beauty and elegance of Grecian architecture. 

Seleucus built several other cities in the same 
direction, amongst which may be particularly noticed 
Apamea, which he named after his wdfe, the daughter 
of Arbaziis the Pci'sian ; and Laodicea, which he called 
after his mother. A*pamca was situated on the same 
river as Antioch, and Laodicea in the southern part 
of the same quarter. What is rather remarkable is, 
that in these cities he allowed tlie Jews the same 
privileges and immunities as wore enjoyed by the 
Greeks and Macedonians ; more especially at Antioch, 
where that people s<*ttled in such numbers that at 
length they jiossessed as large a portion of the city 
as their countrymen enjoyed at Alexandria. 

In the Christian tiines it was the see of the chief 
patriarch of Asia. It is often mentioned in the Acts 
of the Apobtles, and particularly wlierein it is said, 
that the disciples of Christ were here first called 
Christians; and in the river Orontes, according to 
tradition, St. Paul is said to have been baptised. 
The city, at various times, has suffered severely from 
tho rage of bigotry and superstition, inseparably 
attached to the zealots of the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, when tlic spirit of enthusiasm, roused by 
designing priests, induced the powers of Europe to 
attempt the reduction of Syria and the Holy Land. 

Antioch has several tllncs been subjected to the 
violence of earthquakes, and# several times heea 
afflicted with mat famine; and when Chosroea 
invaded Syria, the city, disdaining tho offers of an 
easy capitulation, was taken by storm, the inhabitants 
slaughtered with unrelenting fury, and the city itself 
delivered th the flames. It recovered, however, after 
sTi: iTkeoi, A. c.lioor 
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a time, and was again visited by earthquake, and the 
sword of the conqueror. It was taken by the Oni- 
saders a d. 1 09S; and in*l 262 all its glory terminated; 
having been taken possession of by Bybaris, sultan 
of E^pt. 

It is now a ruinous town, Ac houses of which are 
built of mud and straw, and exhibit every appearance 
of poverty and wretchedness. The walls, however, of 
each quarter, as well as those which surrounded tho 
whole, are still rcmiaining; but as the houses are 
destroyed, tho four quarters appear like so many 
inclosed fields. ^ 

It is said that ibis city, which was about four 
miles in circuniforonce, was built at four different 
times, and consisted in a manner of four cities, divided 
from one another by walls. The first, as we have 
already stated, was built by Selcucus Nicator ; the 
second by those who flocked thither after the build- 
ing of the first; the third by Seleucus Callinicus ; and 
the fourth by Antioehus Epiphaiies, king of Syria. 
The present town, which is a mile in circum- 
ference, stands in the plain, on the north-west part 
of the old city ; all the parts w'ithin the walls being 
converted into gardens: The walls, which now 
exist, though much ruined, mark the ancient boun- 
daries of Antioch. They were built since tlio intro- 
duction of Christianity; the form of them being 
nearly of a rectangular figure. 

There arc, as wo have already stated, wry^ few 
remains within the city of any ancient buildings. 
Tho principal workq are the aqueducts, and some 
grottoes cut in the mountain. There were once two 
temples of great celebrity, one of which w’as dedicated 
to Apollo and tbo other to the J\Ioon. At this 
moment not a vestige of these is to be discovered. 

Formerly," says Lord Sandwich, “ it bad a port of 
considerable importance on the north bftuk of the 
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Orontes, and on tho shores of the Levant; but the 
harbour is choked up, and not a single inhabitant 
remains. The sun of Antio^ is set. The present 
city is a miserable ])lace, extending four hundred 
yards from the side of the river to the bottom of a 
mountain, on the summit of which, and round the 
town, the crusaders, during their being in possession 
of Syria, built a strong wall. Nothing remains of 
its ancient grandeur besides some stupendous cause- 
ways and massy gateways of hewn stone.” 

At a distance of about four or five miles was a place 
called Daphne. There Scl^ucus planted a grove, and 
in the midst of it he erected a temple, which he con- 
secrated to Apollo and Diana. To this place the 
inhabitants of Antioch resorted for their pleasures 
and diversions, till at last it became so infamous, that 
“ to live after the manner of Daphne” was used pro- 
verbially to express the most voluptuous and dissolute 
mode of living. 

Antioch is said to have been once greater than 
Rome itself ; but often ruined, and finally razed by the 
Mamelukes, it is now only a small town, known by 
the name of Antakia. Its climate is so agreeable, 
that wo may cite some observations, made in regard 
to it in a passage in Mr. Robinson* s tour in Palestine 
and Syria. “ For the breadth and brilliancy of the 
eastern landscape, there is no architecture equal to 
the Oriental. The solemnity and grandeur of tho 
Gothic are suited to our climate of cloud and tempest. 
The severe or even the flbrid beauty of Grc‘ok archi- 
tecture belongs to a country whve the spectator sees 
it under the lights and shadows of a sky as pictu- 
resque as the hills and valleys that it covers. But 
the magnitude, strong colourings, and yet fantastic 
finish of Eastern architecture are made to bo seen 
across its ^t plains under the unclouded sky ; and 
glowing wuh the powerful splendour with which the 



RT71NS OF AMCIBNI' OITtOK^ $7 

rising and the setting sun less illumine than inflame 
the horizon. At a distance it has the dream-like 
beauty which wo habitually attach to the edifices of 
the Arabian Nights ^ ** 

NO. XT. — A^OS, 

Argos was founded in the 1^56th year l>eforc the 
Christian era ; that is, in tlie time of Abraham. 
Its founder was Inachus. Euripides, however, says, 
that the city was built by the Cyclops, who came 
from Syria. After flourishing for about 550 years, 
it was united to the crown of Mycenae. According 
to Herodotus, Argos was the most famous of all the 
states, comprehended under the general name of 
Greece. For a long time it was the most flourishing 
city in Greece ; and this chiefly from its being 
enriched by tho commerce of Assyria and Egypt. 
Its early history is resplendent with illustrious names 
and shining achievements. Its inhabitants conceived a 
Lope of obtaining the 8ovciM}ignty of all Peloponnesus; 
but they became at length enfeebled and at last 
ruined by intestine divisions. 

There are many events exceedingly interesting in 
the history of Argos ; amongst which, these, A 
war broke out, in the reign of Theopompust, 
between the Argivos and Lacedemonians, on account 
of a little country called Th} rea, that lay upon the 
confines of the two states, and to which each of them 
pretended a right. When the two armies were ready 
to engage, it was agreed, irf order to spare the effu- 
sion of l)lood, that i]^e quairel should be dwided by 
throe hundred of tho bravest men on both sides ; and 
that tho land in miostion should become the property 
of the victors. To leave the combatants more ropm 
to engage, the two armies retired to s ome di stany* 

♦Whelor; Porocke; Chandler; Reea; Sandi^iph; Porter; 
Kinneir; Buckingham; Carnof Kobifison ; Walpole. t'Rollin. 
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Those generous champions thcn^ who had all the 
courage of two mighty armies, boldly advanced 
towai^s each other, and fought with so much resolu- 
tion and fury, that the wdiole number, except three 
nlbn, two on t];c side of the Argives, and one on the 
side of the Lacedemonftis, lay dead on the spot ; and 
only the night parted them. The two Argives, 
looking upon thcmSelves as the conquerors, made 
what haste they could to Argos to carry tlic news ; 
the single Lacedemonian, Othryades by name, instead 
of retiring, stripped the dead bodies, of the Argives, 
and carrying their arms into the Lacedemonian camp« 
continued in his post. The next day the two armies 
returned to the field of battle. Both sides laid equal 
claim to the victory. The Argives, because they had 
more of their champions left alive than the enemy 
had; the Lacedemonians, because the two Argives that 
remained alive had fled ; whereas their single soldier 
had remained master of the field of battle, and had 
carried off the apoHs of the enemy : in short, they 
could not determine the dispute witliout coming to 
another engagement. Then fortune declared in 
favour of the Lacedemonians, and the little territory 
of Thyrea was the prize of their victory. But 
Othryades, not able to bear the thoughts of surviving 
bis brave companions, or of enduring the sight of 
Sparta after their death, killed himself on the same 
field of battle where they had fought, resolving to 
have one fate and tomb with them. 

At^ a subsequent period, the inhabitants of Argos 
despatched ambassadors to Pyrrjius and Antigonus to 
entreat them to withdraw their troops, and not 
reduc# their city into subjection to eitlier of them, 
but to allow it to continue in a state of friendship with 
beth. Antigonus readily consented, and sent his son 
d hostage to the Argives. Pyrrhus, also, pro^ 
^ • RolSaT 
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mised to retire ; but afl he offered no security for the 
fulfiltnent of his word, they began to suspect his 
sincerity and, indeed, with sufficient reason : for as 
soon as night appeared, he advanced to the walls, and 
having found a door left open by Aristscus, he had 
time to force his Gauls into tflb city ; and so st ize it 
without being perceived. But when he would have 
introduced his elephants, he found the gates too low; 
which obliged him to cause the towers to be taken 
down from their backs, and replaced tliere wdien 
those animals had entered the city. All this could 
not be cffi'ctcd amidst the darkness without much 
trouble, noise, and confusion, which caused them to 
be discovered. The Argives, when they beheld the 
enemy in the city, fled to the citadel, and to tho e 
places that wore most advantageous in their defence, 
and sent a deputation to Antigonus, to press his 
speedy advance to their assistance. He accordingly 
marched that moment, and caused his son, with the 
other officers, to enter the city at the head of his best 
troops. In this very juncture of time. King Areus 
also arrived at Argos, with a thousand Cretans, and 
as many Spartans as were capable of coming. These 
troops, when they had all joined each other, cliarged 
the Gauls with tlie utmost fury, a|^ put them into 
disorder. Pyrrhus hastened, on his part, to sustain 
them ; but the darkness and confusion was then so 
great, that it was impossible for him to be either 
obeyed or heard. When day appeared, he was’ not a 
little surprised to see thecitHdel full of enemies ; and 
as he then iniac:ine(j[ all was lost, lie* thought of 
nothing but a , timely retreat. But as he had some 
apprehension with respect to the city gatesj^vhich 
w6re much too narrow, he sent orders to his 
son, Heleniw, whom he had left without "with the 
greatest part of the army, to demolish par^ of the 
wall, that his troops might have a free passage out 
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of the city. The person to whom Pyrrhus gave this 
order in great haste, having misunderstood liis mean- 
ing, dc'livered a quite contrary message ; in conse- 
quence of which, Tlelenus drew out his host infantry, 
with all the elephants hci had left, and then advanced 
into the city to assist ms father, who was preparing 
to retire, the moment the other entered the place. 

Pyrrhus, as long as the place afforded him a suf- 
ficient extent of ground, appeared with a resolute 
mien, and frequently faced about and repulsed those 
who pursued him ; but when he found himself 
engaged in ’a narrow street, which ended at the gate, 
the confusion, which already was very great, became 
infinitely increased by the arrival of the troops his 
son brought to his assistance. He frequently called 
aloud to them to withdraw, in order to clear the 
streets, but in vain ; for as it was impossible for his 
voice to be heard, they still continued to advance 
and to complete the calamity in which they were 
involved, one of the largest elephants sank down in 
the middle of the gate, and filled the whole extent in 
such a manner, that the troops could neither advance 
nor retire. The confusion occasioned by this accident 
became then inextricable. 

Pyrrhus obseiping the disorder of his men, who 
broke forward and were driven back, took off the 
glittering crest, which distinguished his helmet, and 
caused him to be known, and then, confiding in the 
goodness of his horse, he sprang into the throng of 
his enemies who pursueft him ; and while he was 
fighting with an air of desperation, one of the 
adverse party advanced up to him, and pierced 
his ci#ass with a javelin. The wound, however, 
was neitlier great nor dangerous, and Pyrrhus imme- 
diately turned upon the man from whom he had 
received it, .and who happened to be only a private 
eoldier, the son of a poor woman at Argos: the 
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mother beholding the conU^st from the top of a 
house, where she stood with several other women. 
The moment she saw her son engaged with Pyrrhus, 
she almost lost lier senses, and cliillcd with horror at 
the danger to which she beheld him exposed. Amidst 
the impressions of her agony^ she cauglit up a largo 
tile, and threw it down upon Pyrrhus. The mass 
fell directly upon his head, and his helmet being too 
weak to ward off the blow, his hands dropped the 
reins, and he sank down from bis horse without being 
observed. 13iit he was soon discovered by a soldier, 
vrho put an end to his life, by cutting off iiis head. 

There is another circunistahco related of Argos, 
which it gives us great pleasure in remarking. 'When 
8olon w'as at the court of Creesus, the king asked 
him — “ Wlio, of all those he bad seen, was the next 
in felicity to Tellus.” Solon answered, ‘ Cleohis and 
Biton of Argos, two brothers, who had left behind 
them a perfect pattern of fraternal afiection, and of 
the respect due from children to their parents. Upon 
a solemn festival, when their mother, a ]>riestcss of 
Juno, was to go to the temple, the oxen tliat were to 
draw her not being ready, tlic two sons put them- 
selves to the yoke, and drew tlieir mother's cluiriot 
tliither, which was above five milen distant. All the 
mothers of the place, ravished with admiration, con- 
gratulati'd the priestess on the piety of her sons. 
She, in the transports of her joy and thankfulness, 
earnestly entreated the goddess to rcw’ard her chil- 
dren with the best thing <^liat Heaven can give to 
man. Her prayers were heard. When the sacrifice 
was over, her two sons fell asleep in the very temple, 
and there died in a soft and peaceful slumbeir. In 
honour of their piety, the people of Argos consecrated 
statues to them in ttic temple of Delphos. 

If Athens,** says Dr. Clarke, “ by arts, by 
military talents, and by costly solemnities, became 
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one of the eyes of Greece^ there was in the humanity 
of Argos, and in the good feeling displayed by its 
inhabitants, a distinction which comes nearer to the 
heart. Soinctliing characteristic of the people may 
bo observed even in a name given to one of their 
divinities ; for they Worshipped a ‘ God of Meek 
ness.* It may be said, perhaps, of the Argive cha- 
racter, that it v\Jis less splendid than the Athenian^ 
and less rigid than the i Lacedaemonian ; but it was 
less artificial, and iho contrast it exhibited, when 
opposed to the infamous profligacy of Corinth, where 
the manners of the j^ooplc, corrupted by wealth and 
luxury, were further vitiated by the great influx of 
foreigners, rendered Argos, in the days of her pros- 
perity, one of the most enviable cities of Greece. 
The stranger, who visited Athens, might, indeed, 
regard, wdth an eager curiosity, the lunumerablo 
trophies every wdiere suspended of victors in her 
splendid games ; might admire her extensive por- 
ticoes crowrded with phiIoso]>hers ; might gaze with 
wonder at the productions of her artists; might 
revere her magnificent temples: but feelings moro 
aflecting were drawn forth in bi'holding the numerous 
monuments of the Argives, destined to piTpetuato 
the memory of bidividuals who had rendered them- 
selves illustrious by their virtues.” 

Argos was taken, a.d. 1397, by Bajazet. It was 
then totally deserted, and its walls destroyed. It 
was rebuilt by the Venetians, from whom, in 1463, 
it was taken by the Tuf ks ; and after being retaken 
by the Venetians, it was ag^in recovered by the 
Turks in the same year. 

“ But where is Argos ?" inquires La Martine ; “ a 
Vast naked plain, intersected with marshes extending 
in a circular form at the bottom of the gulf. It is 
bounded on every side by chains of grey mountains ; 
at the end of the plain, about two leagues inland, 
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w© perceive a mound, with some fortified walls on 
its summit, and which protects, by its shade, a small 
town in ruins — this is Argos. Close by is the tomb 
of Agamemnon/ 

The antiquities of Argos, once so numerous, may 
now bo comprised within a very short list. Those 
seen by Pausanias were the temples of Apollo, of 
Fortuna, of Jupiter, and of Minerva; sepulchres 
and cenotaphs; a theatre, a forum, a gymnasium, 
a stadium, a subterranean edifice, &c., " formed of 
earth. 

Of these now remaining*, are the ruins of the 
theatre t, which was a 1‘cmarkable structure, having > 
been entirely an t'xcavation in tlie rock, and having 
the appearance of three theatres instead of one. Oppo- 
site to this are the remains of a large edifice, built 
entirely of tiles. Above the theatre are those of the 
Hieroii of Venus, within whose temple was a statue 
of the poetess Telesilla, who, at the head of a band of 
heroines, npulsed from the walls the enemies of her 
country, when it was attacked by the Lacedepmonians« 
She was represented, says Pausanias, standing upon 
a pillar, with the books of her poetry scattered at 
her feet, in the act of regarding her* helmet, which 
she was about to put upon her head. 

On the sides and lower part of the modern fortress 
are still seen the remains of Cyclopian architecture, 
as ancient as the citadel of Tiryns, and built in the 
same style 

“ This structure,*' says D^. Clarke, “ is mentioned 
by Pausanias §, wheip be states tlnat the inhabitants of 

Chirke. 

t The ilcvftBtaliona of time ami vrar have ofFneed the old city. 
The stringer in vain inquiivs for vestiges of its numerous ediScea, 
the ihi-atre, the gymiiasiiim, the temples, and the moiinmenU U 
once liousted, contending even with Athens ia antiquity and .in 
ihvoura couferied by the geds.— C hamdlkr. 

X Sm Tiryns. ^ Lib, tiL 
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MycenoB were unable to demolish the walls of 
Argives, built, like those of Tiryns, by the Cyclo|>s. 
These Cj^’clopian walls, as well as the towers of Argos, 
are ^noticed by Euripides, Polybius, Seneca, Str&o, 
and Statius. They are also hinted at by Yirgil. 
At the front of the Acropolis, we found one of the 
most curious tell-tale remains, yet discovered among 
the thirty temples of ps^an priestcraft. It was 
nothing less than one of the oracular shrines of Argos, 
alluded to by Pausanias, laid o])en to inspection like 
the toy a child has broken, in order that he may see 
the contrivance whereby it was made to speak. A 
more interesting sight for modern curiosity can hardly 
be conceived to exist among the ruins of any Gre- 
cian city. In its original state, it has been a 
temple; the farther part from the entrance where 
the altar was, being an excavation of the rock, 
and the front and roof constructed of baked, tiles. 
The altar yet remains, and part of the fictile super- 
structure; but the most remarkable part of the 
whole is a secret subterraneous passage, terminating 
b(diind the altar, its entrance being at a considerable 
distance towards the right of a person facing the 
altar, and so cunningly contrived, as to have a small 
aper^re easily concealed, and level with the surface 
of the rfick. This was barely large enough to admit 
the entrance of a single person, who, having de^ 
scended in the narrow passage, might creep along 
until he arrived immediately behind the centre of the 
altar ; where being hid by some colossi statue, or 
other screen, the sound of his voice would produce a 
most imposing efihet among the humble votaries 
prostrate be neath, Who were ustening in silence upon 
the floor of the sanctuary.” 

There was also in Argos a statue of Jupiter, which 
had tliree. eyes, one of which was in the middle of 
the forehead. It is not impossible but this stsitlO 



one diiy, be found among the ruins under the 

soiU 

Argos was consecrated to Juno* ; it was subject 
to different forms of government; its people were 
brave; they cultivated the arts, hnt neglected the 
sciences. Their memory may well be jcherished ; for 
they were, both in precept and in practice, the kindest 
and most humane of all the citizens of Greece t. 

NO. XII. — ARIAMMENE. 

This city was situate on the banks of the Araxes. 
It is now called E&qui-Julfa; and Chardin, Cart- 
wright, and iSir W. Ouseley, we believe, are almost 
the only travellers who have given any description 
of it. They called it Old Julfa,*' says Chardin, 

to distinguish it from the Julfa which is a suburb 
of Ispahan ; and not without leason Is it so called, 
since lb totally ruined and deuioUshed There is 
nothing further to be known of it, except the grandeur 
which it once enjoyed. There are nothing but holes 
and caverns made in the mountains, fitter for beasts 
then men, I do not believe there is in the world a 
more barren and hideous place than that of Old 
Julfa, whore there is neither treo nor grass to be 
seen. True it is, that in the neighbourhood there are 
some places more happy and fertile; yet, on the 
other side it is as true, that never was any* city 
situated in a more dry and stony situation. There 
ate not* more than thirty families in it, and thobc 
Armenians.” « 

* The^distnct of Algol m Srstieccned colomoB, who introduced 
ciwhsaUoii into Greece, ft hat been nckoned the cntdlo of the 
Greeki, the theatre of eronta, which diatmguuhed their earliest 
annals, and the countrjr which piodnctd then first heroes and 
artists. It was accordingly in the temple of Juuo at Argos trhere 
the Derte order drat lose to a marked eminence, and became the 
model for 4he moguilleeiii edifices afterwaids^erocted in the other 
dtitti states, and ]dands.-^iyjL AneHiTrcTuiuB. 

t Roliin ; Rees ; Claike ; La Maitme.* 

• y 
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•Tiilfo was ruined by Abbas the Great, and all that 
art bad contributed to its fortification ; and this he 
did in order .to prevent the Turkish armies from 
getting supplies of provisions during their incursions 
into Persia. To this end he transplanted the inha^- 
bitants and ^heir cattle to other places, mined ajl 
their houses, fired the whole country, burnt up all 
the turf and trees, and even poisoned their springs. 

Sir John Cartwright visited this place about two 
hundred years ago, and he stated the number of 
houses to be two thousand, and the inhabitants ten 
thousand. When Chardin was there (in 1675), 
however, as we have already stated, there were not 
more than thirty families. Sir W. Ouseley says, that 
there were only forty- five families in 1812, and 
those, apparently, of the lowest class. “ Several 
steep and lofty mountains," says he, “ offer very 
extraordinary aspects. Many huge masses of rock 
had lately fallen during earthquakes ; and the whole 
country round bespeaks some ancient and tremendous 
commotion of nature*." 

NO. XIII. — ^ABSINOE. . 

Arsinoe was situated near the lake of Mceris, on 
the west shore of the Nile, where the inhabitants 
paid the highest veneration to crocodiles. They nou- 
rished them in a splendid manner, embalmed them 
after they were dead, and buried them in the subter- 
ranean cells of the Labyrinth ; thence the city was 
called, in aifcicnt times, •Crocodilopolist. When the 

* Chardin ; Cartwright ; Oiisclcy. 

•f Every natina had a great zeal for their gods. ** Among ns,^ 
says Cicero, ^ it is very common to see temples rohbed, afl4 
statues carried off ; hut it was never known, that any persm 
Egypt ever abused a crocodile ; for its inhabitants wpald have 
suffered the most extremO torments, rather than be guilty of sdeh^ 
sacrilege.** Ip was death for anj person to kill one of these anbrialt 
voluntarily. 
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Grerka conquered Egypt they altered its name to 
Arsinoo. 

This name it retained in the time of Adrian, and 
Greek tni'dala were struck here in honour of that 
emperor as well as of Trajan, Its ruins are thus 
described by Belzoni ; — On tlio morning of the 
7th I went to see the ruins of the ancient Arsi* 
noe; it had been a very large city, but nothing 
of it remains except high mounds of all sorts of 
rubbish. The chief materials appear to* have been 
burnt bricks. There were many stone edifices, aud a 
great quantity of wrought granite In the present 
town of Medinet I observed several fragments of gra- 
nite columns and other pieces of sculpture, of a most 
magnificent taste. It is certainly strange that granite 
columns are only to be seen in this place and near the 
Pyramids, six miles distant. Among the ruins at 
Arsinoe I 'also observed various fragments of statues 
of granite, well executed, but much mutilated ; and 
it is my opinion that this town has been destroyed by 
violeiiee and liro. It is clearly seen that the new 
town of Jlcdirn't is built out of the old town of 
Arsinoe, as the nugraents are to be met with in every 
part of the tow n. The largo blocks of stone have 
been diminished in their sizes, but enough is left to 
show the purposes for which they originally served. 
About tho centre of the ruins I made an excavation in 
an aticient reservoir, which I found to be as deep as the 
bottom of the Bahr- Yousef, and which was, no doubt, 
filled at tho tiini* of the inundation, for the accommo- 
dation of the town. There are other similar wells in 
these ruins, which prove that this was the only mode 
they had of keeping water near thorn, as the river is at 
some distance from tho town. Among these mounds 
I found several specimens of glass, of Grecian manu- 
facture and Egyptian workmansldp, and it appears to 

■n O ** 
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that this town must have, been one of the fir^ 
note in Egypt." ^ 

Near this city was the Lahfrnnth, so greatly cele* 
brated in ancient times, that Pliny regarded it as the 
most astonisliing effort of human genius. Herodotus 
saw it, and assures us that it was still more sur- 
prising than the Pyramids. It was built at the 
southernmost port of the lake of Moeris. It was not 
so much one single palace as a magnificent pile, com- 
posed of twelve palaces, regularly disposed, which 
had a communication with each other. Fifteen 
hundred rooms, interspersed with terraces, were ranged 
round twelve halls, and discovered no outlet to such 
as went to see. them. There were the like number of 
buildings under grouud. Those subterraneous struc- 
tures were designed for the burying-plaee of the 
kings ; ‘‘ and who," says Rollin, “ can say this with- 
out confusion, and without deploring the blindness of 
man, for keeping the sacred crocodiles, which a nation, 
so wise in other respects, worshipped as gods ? " In 
order to visit the rooms and halls of the Labyrinth, 
he continues, it was necessary, as the reader will 
necessarily suppose, for people to talft the same pre^ 
caution as Ariadne made Theseus use, when he was 
obliged to go and fight the Minotaur in the labyrintli 
of Crete. Virgil describes it in this manner : — 

And in tlie Cretan labyrinth of old, 

Witli nandering naysi and many a winding fold, 

Involved the weary feet without redress, 

111 a round error, which ifenied recess ; 

Not far from thenco he graved the wofidrous maze ; 

A thousand doors, a thousand winding ways. 

Of this monument no more is now to lie found tlian 
amid the ruins of Babel Caroan and Casr Caroan. 
“ Iloreafter," says Savoiy, when Europe shall have 
restored to Egypt the sciences it received thende, 
peihaps the sands and rubbish, which hide the sub- 
terranean part of the Labyrmth Will bo removed, and 
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precious antiquities obtained. Who can say that the 
discoveries of the learned were not preserved in thisasy^ 
lum, equally impenetrable to the natives and foreign- 
ers'? If the dust of Herculaneum, an inconsiderable city, 
has preserved so many rarities and instructive remains 
of art and history, what may not be expected from 
the fifteen hundred apartments in which the archives 
of Egypt were deposited, since the governors assembled 
here to treat on the most important affairs of religion 
and state* ?” 


NO. XIV. — ARTAXATA. 

The ruins of this city aro seen at a place called 
A^achar, or, as it is more frequently called in the 
East, Ardechier; sometimes Ardesh. The city rose 
above the plain with fortress, palaces, and temples; 
and two more splendid than the rest, one dedicated to 
Anaites or Armatea, the other, a magnificent struc- 
ture to Apollo. Statues were raised in all. 

Artaxata was the capital of Armenia, and Jthe resi- 
dence of the Armenian kings. It was situate on a 
plain, upon an elbow of tho A raxes, which formed a 
peninsula, and surrounded the town, except on the 
side of tlie isthmus. This isthmus was defended by 
a broad ditcb and rampart. 

It was built by Artaxios in consequence of ilan- 
nibafs having recommendod tho spot as a fit place 
for the king’s capital ; and there Artaxias’ successors 
resided for many generations. 

Lucullus having defeated the Armenians, under 
their king Tigranes, did not venture to lay siege to 
this place, because he considered it impregnable. The 
gates were, however, thrown open to the Roman general 
Corbulo, but tho city itself was burnt and razed. It v^^as 
afterwraj^s called Neronia, in compliment to the em* 
peror Nero, who commanded Tiridates to rebuild it* 

* Herodotus; Rollia; Savfury; Beltotd; Reea 




are 


70 wwsa OF JwrciEirr cmiw. 

A, few families, of the poorest order of people, 
now the sole occupants of this once famous city. 

On reaching the remains of Ardisher,” says Sir 
Robert Ker Porter, I saw the earth covered to an 
immense extent, and on every side, with that sort of 
irregular hillocks, which are formed by Time q\&c 
piles of ruins. These, with long dyke-like ridges, 
evidently by the same venerable architect, and mat^ 
rials connecting them in parts, told me at once I was 
ent^ng the confines of a city, now no more. It is 
not in language to describe the effect on the mind in 
visiting one of these places. The space over which 
the eye wanders, all marked with the memorials of 
the past, but where no pillar or dome, nor household 
wall of any kind, however fallen, yet remains to give 
a feeling of some present existence of the place, even 
by a progress in decay. All here is finished ; buried 
under heaps of earth ; the graves, not of the people 
above, but of their houses, temples, and palaces ; all 
lying ^in death-like entombment. At Anni I found 
mysdf surrounded by a superb monument of Arme- 
nian greatness ; at Ardecbier 1 stood over its grave:- 
Go whore one will for lessons of Time’s revolutions, 
the brevity of human life, the nothingness of man’s 
ambition, they nowhere can strike upon the heart 
like a single glance cast on one of these motionless 
life-deserted ‘ cities of the silent*.' ” 


NO. XV. — ARTEMITA. 


Artbmita was a large town in 3fesopotamia, 
according to Pliny the naturalist; but Strabo, more 
correctly, places it in Babylonia, five hundred stadia 
^east of Seleucia, on the banks of the lake Arsissa^ now 


called Argish. 

Though Ghosroes was undoubtedly sovereign of 
Ctesipbon and built the splendid palace, of which the 


• Strabo ; Roc# ; Porter 
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remains are yisible ; he did not approach the gates of 
that city for nearly four-and-iwenty years. His favou- 
rite residence wasDustegerd( Artemita), situated on the 
Tigris, not less than' si^ty miles north of Ctesiphon; 
and here, since the length of his residence at Ctesiphon 
has not been clearly ascertained, and with a view of 
giving the reader some idea with respect to the power 
and splendour of this prince, we will cite the dcscrip-' 
tion that has been given of the wealth and magni- 
ficence for which his name has been rendered 
remarkable to all posterity. “ The adjacent pastures 
wore covered with flocks and 4ierds ; the paradise or 
park was replenished with pheasants, peacocks, 
ostriches, roebucks, and wild boars; and the noble 
game of lions and tigers were sometimes turned loose 
for the bolder pleasures of the chase. Nine hundred 
and sixty elephants were maintained for the use and 
splendour of the great king ; his tents and baggage 
were carried into the field i>y twelve thousand great 
camels and eight thousand of a smaller size ; and the 
royal stables wore filled with six thousand mules and 
horses, among which the names of Shebdiz and Band 
were renowned for their speed and beauty." The 
treasure, which consisted of gold,* silver, gems, silk, 
and aromatics, were deposited in one hundred sub- 
terranean vaults; and his palace walls are described 
as having been hung with thirty thousand rich hang- 
ings, and thousands of globes of gold were suspended 
in the dome to, imitate the planets and constellations 
of the firmament. When this palace was sacked by 
Heraclius, the con|[ueror found in it, as we are 
informed by Cedrenus, sugar, ginger, pepper, silk 
robes woven, and embroidered carpets ; aloes, aloes- 
wood, mataxa, silk, thread, muslins, muslin garments 
without number, and a Va^ weight of gold bullion. 

Dustegerd stood upon the spot where now are 
seen the vast ruins of l^esra-Snire^e. These he>ve 
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do8oribcd by Sir R. Ker Porter. “ \V e nre told, 
that the eity of Diiste^erd was the most stationary 
i^mdenco of Khosroo Piirviz, and that it contained 
his most superb palace, treasury, and public build- 
ings. There he passed his winters, 'with the beauti- 
ful object of his idolatry * ; and'thence he flew with 
her from the conquering arms of the emperor Hcra- 
cltus. We entered upon a chain of hills, amongst 
which our road led iii the most circuitous and intricate 
mazes 1 had ever trod ; heights and depths, ravines, 
dry or water courses, rugged promontories, short 
stony plains, in short, every species of mountain 
difficulties, diversified our path for full fifteen miles, 
till wo arrived at a once formidable barrier, not far 
from w’hich we caught a view of the meandering 
river Zobaiib. All along the alpine bridge we 
mounted, runs a massy wall of largo hewn stone, 
which, in many places, like a curtain, closes the open- 
ings left by nature in the rooky bulwarks of the 
country. It hadn?vidcntly bf^n intended for a defence 
against any hostile approach from the eastward, and, 
on passing it, wo iveiit through what had formed 
one of its gates.’* 

Journeying on a mile or two further, the traveller 
( ame to a second wall, still higher and stronger, and 
from that ran a third wall, which partly enclosed a 
large angular space. On various spots lay large 
stones of a great length, and hollowed in 4he middle, 
as if they were the remains of some ancient Ciu’ered 
channel to convey winter. This is still called the 
aqueduct of Khosroo Purviz ; ^d the natives told 
Sir Robert, that it was one of the Works constructed 
by that prince to win the smiles of his beloved 
Shirene. 

* For the lovsB of Choarocs and Shirene, see D*Herbelot» and the 
Oriental collections. 
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Numerous frafments and continuations of the great 
rampart wall tracked their way, till they came to the 
ruins of another wall, the position and extent of 
which seemed to declare it to have been one *side of 
the battlements of some large and ancient city. Thia^ 
they were informed was Kesra-Shirene. 

They passed under a gatewiiy of simple construc- 
tion, formed of hewn stones, twelve feet high and 
about six in thickness. The wall ran to a consider- 
able distance, then disappeared, and then started up 
in massy fragments ; the whole seeming to have for- 
merly enclosed an area of several miles, and likely to 
have been oociipiod by the streets, courts, and public 
buildings of a very noble city. “ The first ruined * 
edifice we ayiproacbed," eontimica Sir Robert, was 
built of stoiU‘, and consists of long rancfos of vaulted 
rooms, nearly choked up with the fallen masses of 
what may have been its magnificent supcrstiuctures. 
A little ouwaid, wo came to the remains of some 
place of groat magnitude. It is a square building of 
nearly a hundred feet along each side ; four entrances 
have led into the interior, and the arches of these 
portals, which are falling to the last stage of decay, 
cannot be less than from thirty to forty feet in height. 
The walls are of equal elevation, and of a more than 
ordinary thickness for any structure to stand the 
brunt of war, being twelve feet in solidity. The in- 
terior of the place, which seems to have been one 
enormous chamber or hall, is covered with lime, 
stones, and other fragments gf masonry. No rem- 
nant of any sculptural oniaments or inscription was 
to be seen. At the southern angle of the great arch 
within tho city walls, on a commanding rise of 
ground, stands a ruin of a stronger character ; the 
massiveness and form of the work proving it to 
be the remains of a fortress. The building is of stone 
and brick ; the latter being of a large square surfece, 
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The history of the first twelve monan^s is, for the 
most part, fabulous. 

Athens was founded by Cecrops, who led a eolpny* 
out of Egypt, and built twelve towns, of which lie 
composed a kingdom. 

Amplijictyon, the third Icing of Athens, procured 
a conroderacy between twelve nations, who met 
every year at Thcrmopyla*, there to consult over their 
affairs in general, as also upon those of each nation in 
particular. This ednvention was called the assembly 
of the Amphictyons. 

The reign of Aegeus is remarkable Tor the Argo* 
nautib expedition, the war of Minos, and story 
of Theseus and Ariadne. 

iBgeus was succeeded by his son, Theseus, whose 
explmts belong more to fhblo than to histoi^. 

The last king was Codms, who devoted nims^ to 
die for his people. 

After Codrus, the title of king was extinguished 
among the Athenians ; his son was set at tlie head of 
the commonwealth, with the title of Artjhon, which 
after a time VTae dectoed to b^ an annual office. 

After this Draco was allowed to legislate, and 
then Solon. The laws of the fomer ware so seveife,, 
that thdy wore said to be writfyh in blood. Those 
of the latter were of a different character. Ptsistrai* 
tus acquired ascendancy ; became a despot, and wA^ 
as8a8S|aated: whereon the Athenians rotated th^ 
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liberties, and }lippia<?, the son of Pisistratus, in vain 
attempted to re- establish a tyranny. The Athenians, 
sometime after, burnt Sardis, a city of the Persians) 
in conjunction with the lonians; and, to revenge 
this, Darius invaded Grcec'e, but was conquered at 
Marathon by Miltiades. 

Xerxes soon after invaded Attica, and the Athe- 
nians having taken to their ‘‘ wooden walls,” their 
city was burnt to the ground. 

After the victory, gained over the Persians at Sa- 
lamiS) the Athenians returned to their city, but were 
obliged to abandon it again ; ]\Iardonius having 
wasted and^destroyed every thing in its neighbour- 
hood. They returned to it soon after their victory 
at Platsea. Their first care, after returning to their 
city, was to rebuild their walls. This measure was 
opposed by the Lacedemonians, under the pretence of 
its being contrary to the interest of Greece, that there 
should be strong places beyond the isthmus. Their 
real motive, however, vras an8])ected to be an aver- 
sion to tlie rising greatness of the Athenians. The- 
mistoclcs conducted hinicielf with great art in this 
matter*, lie got himself appointed ambassador to 
Sparta; and l)ofore setting out he caused all the 
citizens, of every ago and sex, to apply thomstdVes to 
the task of building the walls, making use of any 
materials within their reach. Fragments of houses, 

' temples, and other buildings, w(to accordingly em- 
ployed, producing a grotesque appearance, which re- 
mained to the days of Plutarch, lie tlien set out for 
Sparta; but, on various pretence^ declined entering on 
his commission, till he had received intelligence that 
the work he had set on foot was nearly completed. 
He then went boldly to the Lacedemonian senate, de- 
clared wiiat had been done, and justified it, not only 
by natural right of the At henians to provide for 
♦ Biewstci. 
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their own di*fence, but by the advantage of opposing 
such an obstacle to the progress of the barbarians* 
The Lacedemoiiians, sensible of the justice of this 
argument, and storing that i*emonstrance would now 
avail nothing, were fain to acquiesce. 

No city in the world can boast, in such a short space 
of time, of such a number of illustrious citizens, equally 
celebrated for their humanity, learning, and military 
abilities. Sonu^ years after the l^ersian defeat, Athens 
was visited by a very teniblo calamity, insomuch 
that its ravages were like ^liat had never been before 
known. This was a plague. AVe now adopt the 
language of Roll in. “ It is related, that ^lis scourge 
began in Kthiopia, whence it descended into Egypt, 
from thence spread over Libya, and a great part of 
Persia ; and at la‘»t broke aft once like a ^ood upon 
Athens. Thucydides, who himself was seized with that 
deadly disease, has described very minutely the several 
circumstances and symptoms of it ; in order, says he, 
that a faithful and exact relation of this calamity 
may serve as an instruction to posterity, in case the 
like should ever happen This pestilence baffled the 
utmost cd’orts of ait ; tbe most robust constitutions 
were unable to withstand its attacks ; and the greatest 
care and skill of the physicians were a feeble help to 
those who were infected. The instant a person was 
seized, he was struck with despair, which quite dis* 
abled him from attempting a cure. The assistance 
that was given them w^as ineffectual, and proved 
mortal to all such of their relations as had the cou<» 
rage to approach them. The prodigious quantity of 
baggage, which bad been removed out of the country 
into the city, proved very noxious. Most of the in- 
habitants, for want of lodging, lived in little cottages, 
in which they could scarcely breathe, during the 
raging heat of the summer ; so tbat«they were seen 
either piled one upon tbe oUier, the dead ae well as 
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who wei^ dying, or else crawliog through the 
streets ; or lying along by the side of fountains, to 
.'which they had dragged theinselv,es, to quench the 
raging thirst which consumed them. The very 
^ temples were filled with dead bodies, and every part 
* of the city exhibited a dreadful image of death ; with- 
out the least remedy for the present, or the least 
hopes with regard to futurity. 

Tho plague, b^ore it spread into Attica, had, 
as we have before stated, made \iald havoc in Persia. 
Artaxerxes, who had been informed of the mighty 
reputation of Hippocrates of Cos, the greatest phy- 
sieian of ilut or ikny other age, caused his governors 
to write to him, to invite him into his dominions, in 
order, that he might prescribe for those who were in- 
fected. The king made him tho most advantageous 
offers ; setting no bounds to his rewards on tlie side 
of* interest, and, with regard to honours, promising 
to make him equal with the most considerable per^* 
sons in his court. This great physician sent no other 
^answer but this ; — that he was free from either wants 
or desires ; and he owed all his cares to his fellow- 
citUEens and countrymen ; and 'was under no obliga* 
ti$)n to this declared enemies of Greece. — Kings are 
used to denials. Artaxerxes, therefore, in the 
highest transports of rage, sent to the city of Cos, 
the native place of Hippocrates, and where ho was at 
that time ; commanding them to deliver up to him 
that insolent 'wretch, in order that he might be 
brought to condign punishment ; and threatening, in 
case they refused, to lay waste ^heir city and ismd 
in such a manner, that not the least footsteps of it 
should remain. However, the inhabitants of Ooa 
were not under the least terror. They made answer, 
that the menaces of Darius and Xerxes bad' not been 
able to prevail #with them to give them earth and 
water, or to obey their orders; that Artaxerxes* 
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threats woul4 bo equally inij)oteni; that, let vrhat 
would be the consequence, they would never give up- 
their fellow citizens ; and that they depend^ upon 
he protection of the gods. 

Hippocrates, had said in one of his letters, that 
he owed himself entirely to his country. And, in-< 
deed, the instant he was sent for to Athens, he went 
thither, and did not once stir out of the city till the 
plaguo bad- ceased. He devoted himself entirely to 
the service of the sick ; and, to multiply himself, as it 
were, he sent several of his disciples into all parts of 
the country, after having instructed them in what 
manner to treat their patients. The Athenians were 
struck with the deepest' sense of gratitude for this 

S nerous care. They tlierefore ordained, by a public 
cree', that Hippocrates should be initiated in the 
niiost exalted mysteries, in the same manner as Her^ 
oules the son of Jupiter ; that a ctown of gold should 
bo presented him, of the value of a thousand staters^, 
and that the decree by which it was granted him, 
should be read aloud by a herald in the public games^ 
on the solemn festival of Panathensea u that the free- 


dom of the city should be given him, and himself be 
maintained at the public charge, in the Prytaneum 
all his lifetime, in case he thought proper ; in fine, 
that the. children of all the people j>f Cos, whose city 
had given birth to so great a man, might be main- 
tained and brought up in Athens, in the same man- 
ner.*'’ 


In the time of Agis and Pausanias, kings of Lace- 
demonian Lysander w^s sent to besiege Athens. He 
arrived, therefore, at tho PirsBUS, with a fleet of ono 
hundred and fifty sail, and prevented all otfae^ 
ships from coming in or going out. The Atheniaits;' 
beneged by land and se a, without provisions, ships; 

* Tbe. Attie ttaur u^iold t<^ii weiahhig 
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fa^pe of relief, or my resources, sent deputies to 
to propose a treaty with Sparta, upon conditio pi 
ahandoning all their po88ei»8tons, the city and port 
(Mily exc(*pte(l. He referred the deputies to LacedfH 
men, ds not being empowered to treat with them. 
When they arrived at Sala^ia, upon the frontier of 
Sparta, and had made known their commission to ^ 
the Ephori, they were ordered to retire, and to come 
with other proposals, if they expected a peace. The 
Ephori had demanded, that one thousand two 
hundred paces of the wall on each side of the Pirieus 
should be demolished;'* but an Athenian, for venturing 
to advise a compliance, was sent to prison, and pro- 
hibition made against prop'bsing any thing of that 
kind for the future. 

The Oonuthiatis and several other alucs, especially 
the Thebans, insisted tliat it was absolutely necessary 
tode^roy the city without hearkening any further to 
a treaty. But the Lacedemoiiiaus, preferring the 
glory and safety of Gieeoe to their own grandeur, 
made answer, that they wrould never be reproached 
with having destroyed a city that had rendered such 
great services to all Greece; the remunbranco of 
which ought to have much greater weight writh the 
allies than the remembrance of private injuries re* 
ceived from it. peace was, therefore, conoldded 
undiT these oonditions:—^^ that the fortifications of 
the Piraeus, with the long wall that joined that port 
to the city, should be deinolibhed ; that the Atlio^ 
nians should deliver up all their galleys, twelve only 
excepted ; that they should abandon all the cities 
tln^y had seized, and content {hcniselves with their 
own lands and country." The deputies, on their re- 
turn, were surrounded by an iimutnerablo thtong of 
people, who apprehemded that nothing had beennon- 
oluded ; for they were not able to h<3i^ out any longer, 
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such Aiultitudes ^yhg of fatnine. The next day 
they reported the success of their negociation; the 
treaty was ratified^ and Lysander, followed by the 
exiles, entered the port. It was on the very day the 
Athenians had formerly gained the famous battle of 
Salamis. He caused the works to be demolished to 
the sound of flutes and trumpets, as if all Greece had 
that day regained its liberty. Thus ended the Pelo- 
ponnesian war, after having continued during the 
space of twenty-seven years. 

Tlis walls, tlius demolished, were rebuilt by 
Conon. He did more; ho restored Athens to its 
fonner splendour, and rendered it more formidable to 
its enemies than it had ever been before. 

Philip having gained the battle of Cheronsea, 
Greece, and above all, Athens, received a blow from 
which she never recovered. It was generally ex- 
pected, that Philip would avail himself of this 
opportunity of entirely crushing his inveterate enemy. 
That prudent prince, Iiowever, foresaw that powerful 
obstacles were yet to be encountered, and that 
there was still a spirit in the Athenian people which 
might render it diflicult to hold them in subjection. 
It would appear, also, says an elegant writer, 
as if the genius and fame of Athens had, in the 
hour of her calamity, thrown a shield over her : for 
Philip is reported to have said, “ Have I done so 
much for glor3C, and shall I destroy the theatre of 
that glory ? ” A treaty, in consequence, was entered 
into; and thus the Athenians, though reluctant to 
exist by Philip's clemency, were permitted to retain 
the whole Attic territory. 

The number of men able to bear arms at Athens^ 
in the reign of Cecrops, was computed at twenty 
thousand ; and there appears to have been no con- 
^ siderable augmentation in the more^ civilised age of 

* Brewster. 
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Pericles; but in the time of Demetrius Phalareus, 
there were found twenty-one thousand citizens, ten 
thousand foreigners, and forty thousand slaves. 

Philipp, son of Demetrius of Macedon, seems to 
have been one of the most inveterate enemies by 
whom Athena was ever ravaged. With unsparing 
cruelty lie destroyed almost every thing which had 
tnther escaped the Persian invaders, or which had 
been erected after their final expulsion. Livy tells 
us, that, not content with burning and destroying 
the temples of the gods, he ordered that the very 
stones should be broken into small pioces, that they 
might no longer serve to repair the buildings ; and 
Diodorus Siculus asserts^ that even the inviolability 
of the sepulchres could not command his respect, or 
repress his violence. 

Athens, however, still recovered some portion of 
its power ; for when Sylla arrived before the Pirieus, 
he Ibund the walls to be sixty feet high, and entirely 
of hewn stone. The work was very strong, and had 
been raised by order of Pericles in the Peloponnesian 
war: when, the hopes of victory depending solely 
upon this port, he had fortified it to the utmost of 
his power. 

The height of the w alls ^did not deter Sylla. lie 
employed all sorts of engines in battering them, and. 
made continual assaults, lie spared neither danger, 
attacks, nor expense, to hasten the conclusion of the 
war. • Without enumerating the rest of the warlike 
stores and equipage, twenty thousand mules were 
pcTpotually employed in working the machines only. 
Wood happening to full short, from the great con- 
sumption made of it in the machines, vdiicb were 
often either broken or spoiled by tlie vast weight they 
carried, or burned by the enemy, he did not spare 
the sacred groves. He cut down the trees in tlie 


* Dodwell. 
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walk^ af the Academy and Lycaeuin, 'which wete the 
finest and best planted in the suburbs, and caused 
the hi^h walla that joined the port to the city to be 
demolished, in order to make use of the ruins in 
erecting his works, and carrying on his operations. 

Notwithstanding all disadvantages, the Athenians 
defended themselves like lions. They found means 
either to bum roost of the machines erected against 
the walls, or by undermining them, to throw them 
down and break them to pieces. The Romans, on 
their side, behaved with no less vigour. Sylla, dis> 
coura^d by so obstinate a defence, resolved to aUack 
the Piraeus no longer, and confined himself to reduce 
the place by famine. The city was now at the last 
extremity; a bushel of barley having been sold in it 
for a thousand drachms (about 25/. sterling). In 
the midst of the public misery, the govemor, who 
was a lieutenant of Mithridatc^s, passed his days and 
nights ill debauch. The senators and priests went 
to throw themselves at his feet, conjuring him to 
have pity on the city, and to obtain a capitulation 
from iSylla ; ho dispersed them with arrow-^shot, and 
in that miinner drove them from his presence. 

He did not demand a cessation of arms, nor send 
deputies to Sylla, till reduced to the last extremity. 
As those deputies made no proposals, and asked 
nothing of him to the purpose, but ran on in praising 
and extolling Theseus, Euniolpus, and the exploits 
of the Athenians against the Medes, Sylla was tired 
of their discourse, and interrupted them by saying,— 
“ Cksntlcmcu haranguers, you may go back again, 
and keep your rhetoriSal fiourishes to yourselves. For 
my part, I was not sent to Athens to be informed of 
your ancient prowess, but to chastise your modem 
revolt.*' 

During this audience, some spies having entered 
the city, overheard by chance some old men 
g2 
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talking of the quarter called Ceramicus (the public 
place at Athens), and blaming the tyrant exceedingly 
for not guarding a certain part of the wall that was 
the only place by which the enemy could scale the 
walls. At their return into the camp, they related 
what they heard to Sylla. The parley had been to 
no purpose. Sylla did not neglect the intelligence 
given him. The next night he went in person to 
take a view of the place; and finding the wall 
actually accessible, he ordered ladders to be raised 
against it, began the attack there, and, having made 
himself master of the wall, after a weak resistance, 
entered the city. He would not suffer it to be set 
on fire, but abandoned it to bo plundered by his sol- 
diers, who, in several houses, found human flesh, 
which had been dressed to bo eaten. A dreadful 
slaughter ensued. The next day all the slaves were 
sold by auction, and liberty was granted to the 
citizens who had escaped the swords of the soldiers, 
who w'ore a very small number. Ho besieged the 
citadel the same day, vrhere Aristion and those who 
had taken refuge there, were soon so much reduced 
by famine, that they were forced to surrender them- 
selves. The tyrant, his guards, and all who had 
been in any office under iim, were put to death. 
Some ton days after, Sylla made himself inaster of 
the Piraeus, and burned all its fortifications. 

The reputation for learning, military valour, and 
polished elegance, which Athens enjoyed during the 
splendid administration of Pericles, was tarmshed 
by the comiption which that celebrated person 
introduced, ftosperity was tlib forerunner of luxury 
and universal dissipation ; every delicacy was drawn, 
from distant nations ; the wines of Cyprus^ and the, 
snows of Thrace, garlands of roses, perfumes, and 
a thousand arts of buffoonery, which disgraced a 
Persian court, were introduced ; instead of the coarau,s 
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meals, the herbs 'and plain bread, which the laws of ^ 
Solon had recommended, and which had nourished 
the heroes of Marathon and Salamis. 

Sylla’s assault was the final termination of. the 
power and greatness of Athens ; she became a portion 
of the Roman empire ; but in the reign of Hadrian 
and the Antonincs, she resumed, at least in outward 
appearance, no small portion of her former splendour. 
Hadrian built several temples, and, above all, he 
finished that of Jupiter Olyinpius, the work of suc- 
cessive kings, and one of the greatest productions of 
human art. He founded, also, a splendid librar}’’ ; 
and bestowed so many privileges, that an inscription, 
placed on one of the gates, declared Athens to be no 
longer the city of Theseus, but of Hadrian. In 
what manner it was regarded too in the time of 
Trajan, may be gather^ from Pliny's letter to a 
person named Maximus, who was sent thither as 
governor. 

Remember,” said he, “ that you are going to 
visit Acliaia, the proper and true Greece ; that you 
are appointed to govern a state of free cities, who 
have maintained liberty by their valour. Take not 
away any thing of their privileges, their dignity ; no, 
nor yet of their presumption ; but consider it is a 
country that hath of long time given laws, and 
receiv^ none ; that it is to Athens thou gocst, where 
it would be thought a barbarous cruelty in thee to 
deprive them of that shadow and name of liberty 
.which still remaineth to them.” 

Tbe Antonines trod in the steps of Hadrian. 
Under them Hcrodes Atticus devoted an immense 
fortune to the embellishment of the city and the 
promotion of learning. 

But tvhen the Roman world felt the wand of 
adversUy, and her power began to decline, Athens 
felt her stiare ; she had enjoyed a long respite from 
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foreign war, but in the reign of Arendiue and Hono- • 
rivLB a dreadful tempest burst upon her. 

Alaric, after over-running the rest of Greece, ad- 
vanced into Attica, and found Athens without any 
power of defence. The whole country was converted 
into a desert ; but it seems uncertain, whether he 
plundered the city, or whether he accepted the 
greater part of its wealth as a ransom. Certain, 
however, it is, that it suffered severely, and a cotem- 
porary compared it to the mere skin of a slaughtered 
victim/ 

It is reported that, during their stay in the city, 
the barbarians, having collected all the libraries of 
Athens, were preparing to bum them ; but one of 
their number diverted them from their design, by 
suggesting the propriety of leavii^ to their enemies 
what appeared to be the most e^ctual instniment 
for cherishing and promoting their unwarlike spirit. 

After the devastations of Alaric, and, still more, 
after the shutting up of her schools, Athens ceased 
almost entirely to attract the attention of mankind. 
These schools were suppressed by an edict of Justi- 
nian ; an edict which excited great grief and indig- 
nation among the few remaining votaries of Grecian 
science and superstition. Seven friends and philoso- 
phers,* who dissented from the religion of their 
sovereign, resolved to seek in a foreign land tho 
freedom of which they were deprived in their native 
country. Accordingly, the seven sages sought an 
asylum in Persia, under the protection of ChoSroCs ; 
but, disgusted and disappoiiitedj they hastily re- 
turned, and declared that they had rather die on tho 
borders of the empire than enjoy the wealth and 
favour of the barbarian. These associates ended 
t heir lives in peace and obscurity ; and as they left 

* Dinsrenes, and Hcrmiiw; Eulalicus, ami PHscias; Damaa* 
cMm l«idore, and Simplidtu. 
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no disciples, they terminate the long list of philoso- 
phers who may be justly praised, notwithstanding 
their defects, as the wisest and most virtuous of their 
times *. 

After the taking of Constantinople by the La- 
tins, in the beginning of the thirteenth century, the 
western powers began to view Greece as an object 
of ambition. In the division of the Greek empire, 
which they made among themselves, Greece and 
Macedonia fell to the share of the MUrquis of Mont- 
ferrat, who bestowed Athens and Thebes on one of 
his followers, named Otho de la Roche. This prince 
reigned with the title of Duke of Athens, which 
remained for a considerable timef. 

It was afterwards seized by a powerful Florentine 
family, named Acciaioli, one of whom sold it to 
the Venetians; but his son seized it again, and it 
remained in that family till a. i>. 1455, when it 
surrendered to Omar, a general of Mahomet II., and 
thus formed one of the two hundred cities which that 
prince took from the Christians. He settled a colony 
in it, and incorporated it completely with the Turkish 
empire. What has occurred of late years has not 
l)een embodied in any authentic history; but the 
consequences of the tumults of Greece may be in 
some degree imagined, from . what is stated by a 
recent traveller in regard to Athens |. When I 
sallied forth to explore the wonders of Athens, alas ! 
they were no longer to be seen. The once proud city 
of marble was literally a mass of ruins -the inglo- 
rious ruins of mud-houses and wretched mosemes 
forming in all quarters such indistinguishable piles, 
that in going about I was wholly unable to iix 

♦ Anon. 

t Henca Sbftkspcare, confoanding dates, talks of TheaenSf 
“ Pqke of Alkene.** 

Qum*e Voyage down the Danube. 
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.u)>oit any peculiarities of streets or buildings^ by' . 
'whieh I might know my way fium one part of the 
capital to another. With the exception of the 
remains of the Forum^ the temple of Theseus, which 
i$ still in excellent preservation, the celebrated co- 
lumns of the temple of Jupiter Olympius, and the 
Parthenon, nothing now* exists at Athens of all the 
splendid edifices with which it was so profusely deco* 
rated in the days of its glo^.*' 

It has been well observed, that, associated in the 
youthful mind with Ml that is noble in patriotism, 
exalted in wisdom, excelling in art, elegant in litera* 
ture, luminous in science, persuasive in eloquence, 
and heroic in action, the beautiful country of Greece, 
and its inhabitants, must, under every circumstance, 
even of degradation, be an interesting object of study. 
‘^We can all feel, or imagine," says Lord Byron, 

the regret with which the ruins of cities, once the 
capital of empires, are beheld. But never did tho 
littleness of man, and the vanity of his very best 
virtues, of patriotism to exalt and of valour to defend 
his country, appear more conspicuous than in the 
record of what Athens once was, and tho certainty 
of what she now is." 

The former state of Athens is thus described by 
Barthelemy. ‘‘ There is not a city in Greece which 
])resent8 so vast a number of public buildings and 
mmiuments as Athens. Edifices, venerable for their 
antiquity, or admirable for their elegance, raise 
their majestic heads on all sides. Masterpieces of 
sculpture are extremely numerous, even in the public 
places, and concur with the fin&t productions of the 
pencil to ^hellish the porticoes of teihples. Here 
every thing speaks to tho eyes of the attentive 
spectator." 

To describe Athens entire would be to fill a volume. 
We shall, therefore, only give an account of the chief 
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imumenls of antiquity aa tbey existed tUl ^ery 
lately ; the rest, as they give one little or no sort of 
idea of their ancient magnificence, were better omitted 
than mentioned. 

The Piraeus* is one of the jKnest ports in Greece, 
and, being bounded by rocks, has experienced hardly 
any change in its form or dimensions. The sea, 
however, appears to have encroached a little, as 
some ruins are seen under water. The general depth 
of the port is from two to ten fathoms^ in some places 
twenty. The Piraeus was decorated with a theatre, 
several temples, and a great number of statues. As 
the existence of Athens depended on the safety of 
this harbour, Thcmistocles secured it against sudden 
attack by building a wall, sixty stadia m length, and 
forty cubits high. As to its thickness, it was greater 
than the space occupied by two waggons. It was 
built of huge square stones, fastened together on the 
outside by iron and leaden cramps. Without the gate 
was a cenotaph, erected in honour of Euripides, on 
which was inscribed The glory of Euripides has all 
Greece for a monument.*' 

The old city of Athena was seated on the top of a 
rock in the midst of a pleasant plain, which, as ihe 
number of inhabitants increased, became full of build- 
ings, which induced the distinction of Aero and 
Catapolis, L e., of the upper and lower city. 

The inside of the citadel was adorned with a mul- 
titude of edifices. The flat space on the rock of the 
Acropolis is not more than eight hundred feet in 
length, and about four hundred feet in breadth, — a 
small extent for the 4te of the primitive city of the 
Athenians; but an area of great size, when consi- 
dered as the base only of temples and marble palaces, 
containing not a single structure which might not be 


^ Dodwcll. 



90 MpCfi OF AKCIBNT 

denominated a masterpiece of art *. The most re- 
mwkable of these were a magnificent temple of 
Minerva, styled Parthenon, because that goddess was 
a virgin — this the Persians destroyed, but it w^ 
rebuilt with still greater splendour by Pericles — the 
temple of Neptune and Minerva jointly ; a temple 
dedicated to Victory, adorned with paintings, prin- 
cipally the work of Polygnotus, and constructed of 
white marble. • Within the citadel, also, was an 
immense number of statues, erected by religion and 
gratitude, on which the chisels of Myron, Phidias, 
Alcamenes, and other artists of renown, seemed to 
have bestowed animation. Of these statues, some were 
those of famous Athenian generals ; such as Pericles, 
Phormio, Iphicrates, and Timotheua ; and others, those 
of the gods. 

It appears surprising that so many temples should 
have been crowded together within the narrow com- 
pass of the Athenian Acropolis; but the Roman 
Capitol, though not much more spacious, contained 
at least thirty temples t. 

“In its pride and glory,’* says Chandler, “the 
Acropolis appeared as one entire offering to the deity, 
surpassing in excellence, and astonishing in rich- 
ness. Heliodorus employed on it fifteen books. The 
curiosities of various kinds, with the pictures, sta- 
tues, and pieces of sculpture, were so many and so 
remarkable, as tb supply Polemo Periegetes with 
matter for four volumes ; and Strabo affirms, that as 
many more would be required in treating of Athens 
and of Attica. 

As the stranger draws near the present entrance 
of the citadel, he passes before the faqade pf the 
Propylea ; the old entrance to the Acropolis, between 
its Doric pillars, 1>eing walled up. Pausanias says. 


* Hubhoueo. 
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There is only oho entranoe to the AbropoliiT of 
Athens ; it being in every remaining part of its cir- 
cpit a precipice, and fortified by strong '^alls. This 
entrance vras fronted by a magnificent building, 
called the Propylea, covered with roofs of white 
marble, which surpassed, for beauty and the dimen- 
sions of the marble, all that I have seen." This is 
now in ruins. 

This was theimost expensive work undertaken 
by PeribleSj and is said to^ have cost 2,500 talents 
(£452,700). It took five years in building, and was 
completed b. c. 437. 

To a person who hn^ seen the ruins of Rome,” 
says Dr. Clarke, the first sugg^ion, made by a 
sight of the buildings in the Acropolis, is that of the 
infinite superiority of the Athenian architecture. It 
possesses the greatness and majesty of the Egyptian 
or of the ancient Etruscan style, with all the elegant 
proportion, the rich ornaments, and the discrimi- 
nating taste of the most splendid era of the arts.^’ Its 
present condition is thus described by Mr. Wil- 
liams. The scene of desolation in the Acropolis is 
complete ; the heaps of ruins of wretched houses, and 
various buildings, are constnicted part with clay and 
marble, the marble looking doleful tbroughithe tnnd. 
On entering the temple one is struck by the worn 
steps, and curved or circular marks of the great 
doors of old; the pavement, too, that had been 
trodden by the luminaries of Greece.” 

The walls of the Acropolis* exhibit three distinct 
periods of constnictjon ; that is to say, the masonry 
of modetn times in the repairs,— a style of building 
which can only be referred to the age of Oimimy or 
of ^and the ancient Pm^ic work, as 

mentioned by Lucian. The modem walla of the 

♦ Clarke. 
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city are, about ten feet high, and not two in thick- 
nees. They were , constructed about the year 1780, 
as a defence against pirates and hordes of Arnauts, 
who sometimes entered the town at night, and 
threatened to pillage it. The walls embrace a cir- 
cuit of nearly three miles, and enclose not only the 
town and citadel, but also some open spaces for c^ittle. 
They were buHt in seventy-five days, all hands 
being employed night and day. ^11 kinds of mate- 
rials which were at hand were employed in their 
construction, and in some places they exhibit large 
blocks of stone and marble, and several fragmental 
inscriptions*. . 

The lower city had thirteen gates, and among 
the principal edifices which adorned it were, 1. The 
Olympian temple, erected in honour of Athens and 
all Greece. 2. The Pantheon, dedicated to all the 
gods ; a noble structure, supported by one hundred 
and twenty marble pillars, and having over its gresit 
gateway two. horses, carv^ by Praxiteles. 3. The 
temple of Theseus ; a noble structure, of Pentelic 
marble. 

The Gymnasia of Athens were many, but the most 
remarkable were the Lyceum, Academia, and Cyno- 
sarges. The Lyceum stood on the banks of the 
Ilissus ; some say it was built by Pisistratus ; others 
by Pericles ; others by Lycurgus. 

- The Academy was so called from Academus. The 
Gynosarges was a place in the suburbs, not far from 
the Lyceum. 

The Areopagus is situated a few hundred feet west 
of the Acropolis. It consists of an insulated rock, 
precipitous, and broken towards the south ; on the 
north side it slopes gently down towards the templiS 
of Theseus, and is rather lower than the Acropolis. 


• Dodwrih 
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“ Higher up, ascending a hill covered with thistles 
and red pebbles, you arriye,” says M. La Martine, 
‘‘ at the Pnyx ; the scene of the stormy assemblies 
of the people of Athens, and of the fluctuating tri- 
umphs of its orators or its favourites; enormous 
* masses of black stone, some o^ which measure twelve 
or thirteen cubic feet, lie upon one another^ and sup- 
port the terrace, upon which the people collected. 
Still higher up, at the distance of about fifty paces, 
wo perceive a huge square block, wherein steps havc' 
been cut, which proluibly served for the orator to 
mount his tribunal, which thus overlooked * the 
people, the city, and the sea. This possesses not the 
character of the people of Pericles, but seems Roman. 
The recollections it inspires are, however, delightful. 
Demosthenes spoke from thence, and roused or 
calmed that popular sea, more stormy than the.£gean, 
which he could also hear roll behind him.” 

“ From the odeum of Regilla,” says Dr. Clarke, 
‘‘ we went to the Areopagus, wishing to place our feet 
upon a spot where it is so decidedly known that St. 
Paul had himself stood ; and to view” with our own eyes 
the same scene which he beheld, when he declared 
unto the Athenians the natui’e of the unknown God, 
whom they so ignorantly worshipped. * ♦ * We 
ascended to the top by means of steps cut within the 
natural stone, w”hich is of breccia. The sublime 
scene here exhibited is so striking, that a brief de- 
scription of it may prove how truly it ofters to us a 
commentary upon St. Paul's words, as they were 
delivered upon the spot. Before him there was 
spiuad a glorious pTOspect of mountains, islands, 
seas, and skies ; behind him towered the lofty Acro- 
pijits, crowned with all its marble temples. This 
very object, whether in the face of nature, or among 
the works of art, conspired to elevate the mind, ana 
to fill it with reverence towards that Being, * who 
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made and governs the world who sittetb in that 
li^ht which no mortal eye can approach, and yet is 
n^h unto the meanest of his creatures ; ^ in whom 
we live, and move, and have our being."* 

Near the Piraaan gate is still to be seen, in a state 
oi admirable preservation, the ground*plot and entire ' 
town of the Pnyx, or place of parliament of the 
Ailienians, as it was appropriated by Solon to the 
use of the citizens. Nearly the whole of it is an ex- 
cavation of the rock, and the several parts of it were 
carved in stone of one solid mass,- with the excep- 
tion *only of the semi-circular area, the farthest part 
of which consists of masonry. “ To approach the 
spot,** says Dr. Clarke, once dignified by the pre- 
sence of the greatest Grecian orators, to set our feet 
where they stood, and actually to behold the place 
where Demosthenes addressed ^ tlio men of Athens,' 
calling to mind the most memorable examples of his 
eloqjicncc, is a gratiheation of an exalted nature. But 
the feelings excited in viewing the Piiyx, pecjuliarly 
affect Englishmen : that holy £rc, so much dreaded 
by the Athenian tyrants, and which this place had 
such a remarkable tendency to agitate, burns yet in 
Britain ; it is the very soul of her liberties, and it 
strengthens the security of her laws; giving eloquence 
to her senate, heroism to her armies, extension to her 
commerce, and freedom to her people : althougli an- 
nihilated in almost every countiy of tlic earth, it 
lives in England, and its extinction there, like the 
going out of the sacred flame in the temple of Del- 
phi, would he felt as a national calamity." 

Among the loose fragments, 'dispersed In the Acro- 
polis, has been found a small piece of mai'hlc, with 
an inscription, hut in so imperfect a state, that Dir. 
Clarke considered it only worth notice as a memorial 
of the place where it was found, and in its allusion to 
the Prytaneum, which is the only legible part of it. 
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The Ptytbneutn, 'where the written laws of Solon , 
were kept, however, was not in the Acropolis, but 
in a lower part of the city. The Gymnasium of 
Ptolemy, which stands near the temple of Theseus, is 
greatly dilapidated, and, in no small degree, con- 
cealed by dwellings*. The Erectheum is situated 
about one hundred and fifty feet to the north of the 
Parthenon. This structure consisted of two conti- 
gaovLs temples ; that of Minerva Polij|s, with its por- 
tico towards the cast ; and that of Pandrosiis towards 
the west, with its two porticoes standing by the north 
and south angles, the entrance to the Pandroseum 
being on the northern side. The Turks made a 
powder-magazine of one of the vestibules of this 
building, which contains one of the finest specimens 
of Ionian architectures now existing ; and it has been 
judiciously remarked of the sculpture, every where 
displayed in this edifice, that it is difficult to conceive 
liow iiuirble has boon wrought to such a depth, and 
brought to so sharp an edge, the ornaments having 
all the delicjicy of works of metal. 

In that portion of the Ercctheuni which was dedi- 
cated to Minerva Polias, the columns of tlie front 
porch are standing, but witliout any part of their 
entablature. The marblet of this ruin is of ^XFgin 
whiteness ; and the workmanship, as the structure is 
very diminutive in comparison with the specimens of 
the Parthenon, is a still more exquisite example than 
that temple, of the polish and edge which were 
given to all the parts of Grecian architecture. The 
lino of no pencil can excel the delicate accuracy of 
contour in the swell of the torus, and the ornaments 
of the base ; and the hand, in passing repeatedly over 
the marble, seeks in vain for the slightest inequality 
or even roughness on the surface. 

t Hobhoose, p. 343. 
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A tinieetone* seems to lia^e been used 

in some of the works ; particularly m the exquisite 
onsaments of the Erectheum, where the frieze of the 
temple and of its porticoes are not of marble like the 
rest of the building, but of this sort of slate-lime- 
stone. This resembles the limestone employed in the 
walls of the cella at the temple of Ceres, at Eleusis, 
and in buildings before the use of marble was knpwn 
for purposes of architecture : such, for example, is 
the sort of stone employed in the temple of Apollo 
at Phigalia, and in other edifices of equal antiquity ; 
it effervesces briskly in acids, and has ^11 the pro- 
perties of common Compact lime, except thabit is hard 
enough to cut glass, and, of course, is susceptible of a 
fine . polish, exhibiting a flat conchoidal fracture, 
which is somewhat splintery. Wc could not discover 
a single fragment of porphyry ; which was remark- 
able, as this substance was almost always used by 
the ancients in works of groat magnificence. 

The temple of M.ncuksmian Jupiter stood upon 
a commanding eminence. The pagan* shrine has 
been succeeded by a small Christian sanctuary. Of 
the scene from the top of this steep and craggy rock, 
Wheler speaks in a style of enthusiasm, rather im- 
frequent with him “ I wish I could make yon 
taste the same satisfaction, while I describe the pro- 
spect, that 1 then did, and still do, when I consider it. 
Here, either a Democritus might sit and laugh at 
the pomps and vanities of the world, whose glories 
so soon vanish ; or a Heraclitus weep over the mani- 
fold misfortunes of it, telling sad stories of the 
various changes and events of me. This would have 
been a place to inspire a poet, as the brave actions, per- 
formed within his view, have already exercised thq 
pens of great historians. Here, like Virgil, he miglit 
have sate, and interwoven beautiful descriptions of 
„ CliTke;; ' ^ ^ 
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lomons and oranges, with th($ ^selobrated hai^hourson 
the shoies and iSands, all lying before lum, as on a 
map, which I was content to do only in contempla- 
tion ; and with a sea-compass to mark out the most 
considciablc places on paper/^ 

* The Odeum of Regilla stands at the foot of the 
rock of the Acropolis. The remains of this edifice 
are those which Whelor and all formei travellers, 
excepting Chandler, have described as the theatre of 
Bacchus ^ Of the theatre of Bacchus^ nothing 
remains except the circular sweep for the seats; as in 
the cailiest ages of dramatic representation, it was 
uulvorsally formed by scooping the sloping side of 
a rockt. The:|: passion of the Athenians for the 
tlwjatre is not cpnceivable. Their eyes, their cars, 
their imaginatioil, their understanding, all shared in 
the sbtisfaetion : nothing gave them so sensible a 

'♦ ^ke 

t The thcatie of tho ancients ■w.is divided into three principal 
paits , each of ^Nhich hid its pCculiu appellation. Tho division toi 
the actoj<i ivas eillcd in gincral the sceney or stage; that foi the 
spccUtois »as paiUrulatl> tetmed the theatre ^ ^\hu,h must have 
bi.en of vast extent, is at Athens it Was capable of containing above 
thirty thousand peisoiis, and the orcAcf/ra, ishich, amongst tlie 
Gictke, IV as the place assigiicil tor the pantomimes and dancers, 
though at Borne it was appiopiutcd to the stnators kud vestal 
viigins. 

The tlioatie was of a semicircular form on one side, and square 
on the otliei. Ihc space containid within the seznKircIo was 
allotted to tho spectators, and hod scats placed one above atiothei 
to the top of the holding. The squaie part, in the front oi it, was 
the actois’ division; and in the intctvol, between both, was the 
oicliostra • 

The great theatres had three rows of poitfcbes, iitfscd one upon 
'•another, which foimed the body of the odthcc, and at the same 
time three didorcnt stones tor the seats. From the highest of 
tho^ poiUcoes the women saw the repiosentation, covered from the 
weather Tho rest of the theatre was uncovered, and al^ the hueh 
ncss of the stage was performed in the open air. 

I Bomdin , RolUn. 
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pleiisure in dramatic perfonDances, either tragic or 
comiC) as the strokes which were aimed at the afFaii*s 
of the public, , whether some chance occasioned the 
application, or the address of the poets, who knew 
how to reconcile the mpst remote subjects with the 
transactions of the republic. They entered by this 
means into the interests of the people, took occasion 
to soothe their passions, authorise their pretensions, 
justify, and sometimes condemn their honduct, enter- 
tain them ^th agreeable hopes, instruct them in 
their duty in certain nice conjunctures; in effecting 
which they often not only acquired the applauses of 
the spectators, but credit and influence in the public 
affairs and councils: hence the theatre became so 
grateful, and so much the* concern of the people*. 


• Plutai-cb, in bis inquii 7 whether the Athenians were more 
eminent in the arts of war or in the ails of peace, severely censures 
their insatiable fondness for diversions. He asserts, that the money, 
idly thrown away upon the representation of die tragedies of 
St>p1ioclea and Euripides alone, amounted to a much greater sum 
than had been expended in all tbeir wars against the Persians, in 
defence of thoir liberty and common safety. Tlhit judicious philo- 
sopher and historian, to the eternal infamy of the Athenians, records 
a severe but sensible reflection of a Lacedounonian, who happened 
to be present at these diversions. The generous Spartan, tinined 
up in a state where public virtue still continued to 1^ tiio object of 
public applause, could not behold the ’ridiculous assiduity of the 
Choragi, or magistrates W'lio picsidod at the public shows, and the 
immcDse sums which they lavished in the decorations of a new 
tragedy, without indignation. He therefore frankly told the 
Athenians, that they were highly criminal in wasting so much 
time, and giving" that serious attention to trifles, which ought to ho 
dedicated to the affairs of the public. That it was still more cri. 
minal to throw away upon such biTuhlM the decoration's of a 
theatre, that*moDey which ought to be applied to the equipment of 
their fleet, or the support of tbeir army. That diversions ought to 
be treated merely as diversions, and might serve to rela^ jthe mind 
at our idle hours, or when over a bottle ; if any kind of utility Could 
arise from such trifling pleasures. But to see the Athenians rnahe 
the duty, they owed to their country, give way to their passion for 
the entertainments of the theatre, and to waste nnprofitahly that 
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The temple, dedicated to Ail^dtus, consists of 
four Doric’ pillars of white marlde, fluted, atod, like 
those of all the other buildings of this ondet, without 
plinths or bases ; they still support their architrave 
with the pontoon, on the top of which is a square 
piece of marble, seeming to have been placed thei*e 
as the pedestal to some s^tue. There seems, also, 
to be some inscription on it, but by reason of the 
height, unintelligible. It is impossible to give 
apian of the wholes the remains* 'ofJt affording 
but little light towards discovering '^at form it 
was of. 

Of the remains of the Stadium Panathenaicum, the 
most ’wonderful of all the works of Herodes Atticus:— 
“ It has been usual to say of this,” says Dr. Edward 
Clarke, “ that nothing now remains of its former 
magnificence. To our eyes, every thing necessary to 
impress the mind with an accurate idea of the object 
itself, and of its grandeur, and of the prodigious 
nature of the w^ork, seemed to exist, as if it had been 
in its p'erfhet state. The marble covering of the 
seats, indeed, no longer appears ; but the lines are 
visible of the different ranges ; and perhaps a part 
of the covering itself might be brought to light by a 
removal of the soil.” 

This memorial of Attic splendour, and* of the 
renown of a private citizen of Athens, became ulti- 
mately his funeral monument ; and a very curious 
discovery may he reserved for future travellers in the 
majestic sepulchre of Herodes himself, who was hero 
interred with the highest obsequies and most distin- 
guished honours a fateful people could possibly 
bestow upon the tomb of a benefactor, who spared no 
expenee for them while he was living, and every indi- 

titne and moudy ^on «uch frivolotift diTer^oof), which ought to he 
appropmted to the aflhim and tbe neceMitieB of the atate^ appeuod 
to him to be the height of in&tnaiion."— MonTaaos. ^ 

n2 
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vidaal of \vhom participated in his bounty * at his 
death f. 

Beneath the arch of Hadrian persons are conducted 
from the old city of Theseus to the new Athens, built 
by Iladnaii. The stones are put together witliout 
cement; but the work is adorned with a row of 
Corinthian pilasters and columns, with bases sup- 
porting an upper tier in the same style of architecture. 
It was ereoted commemorative of Hadrian s return 
to Athens^ A new city liad nri'<>on under his 
auspices. Magnificent temples, stately shrines, un- 
sullied altar**, awaited the benediction of this sacer- 
dotal monarch ; and it would, iiidct^l, have beem mar- 
vellous if the Athenians, naturally prone to adulation, 
neglected to bestow it on a benefactor so well dis- 
posed for its/ reception. The triumphal arch was of 
course prepared, and lasting characters thereon in- 
scribed have proclaimed to succeeding ages, that 
** The Athens of Hadrian eclipsed the city of The- 
seus f.” 

Besides this arch, there are other remnants ''f 
structures erected in honour of Hadrian. Of tlicso 
are the stupendous pillars which hear hi** name. In 
the time of Pausanias, there were one Imndrcd and 
twenty pillars of Phrygian marble. Of thesi', sixteen 
columns of white marble, each six feet in diameter, 
and sixty feet in Iteiglit, now remain ; all of the 

* ITc biqueathcd to ever) Atlicoian a eum iieail) equivalent to 
3/. of 0111 mono). 

+ Tbt funcrjl of Hoi odea Attirna nniat have afforded one of the 
moat affecting aoleniuitfca of winch history ttiakes incntion. lie 
was seven t)-ux yoate old when he diAl ; and in the iustiucfions 
which he left for Im inteimcnt, he denned to be butted at Ahiia- 
tbon, where he was bom ; but the Athenians insisted upon pos- 
sessing his remains ; and they caused the youth of their city to beat 
biiQ to the Stadium PaihUlieuiUeiiin, which he hod built ; all tiic 
people accoQipan) iog,aiid pouiiiig forth lamentations ns for a doccabcd 
patent. — CciRKE. 


t Clatke. 
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Corinthian order, beautifoll^ fluted, and of the most 
exquisite workmanship. “Certainly," says Wheler, 
“ this was a work alone that may justify the liberality 
of Hadrian, and the great care he took to iulom jbhe 
city ; for this must needs have been a wonderful por- 
tico, both for beauty, use, and grandeur." Pausanias 
says, that it was enclosed with a cloisterf iu which 
were biiiH^: rooms of the same stone,' only the- roofs 
of alabaster,, gilded with gold, anjl the whole excel- 
lently adorned with statues and pictures. ,He founded 
also a library and a gymnasium. 

The Tower or Temple of«the Winds* is more at- 
tractive by its singularity- th4an its beauty. It was 
'the water- clock, the chronometer, and the weather 
guide of Athens. It was huilt by Andronicus 
Cyrrhestesf. On the top stood a brazen Triton, con- 
trived so* as to turn round with the wind, and with a 
wand, that he held in his hand, to point to the figure of 
the wind which blew, Tho Triton is now wanting ; 
the rest rcinains entire. It is a small octagon tower ; 
the roof is built pyraniidically. On every side is 
represented the figure of a wund, with proper attri- 
butes, characterising the nature of it, iii very good 
lasffo rilievo, and their names written above them in 
Greek characters. The god Zephyrus is represented 
as a beautiful young man, gliding gently along with 
an iinperccptiblo motion, with his bosom full of 
flowers. They arc all drawn with -wings, and flying 
on with more or less rapidity, according to the vio- 
lence of. each wind in those parts. Tliis structure 
is known to bo tho same whidi Vitruvius mentions, 
but it is entirely unnoticed by Pausanias j:. Some 
suppose that it was one of, the sacred structures of 
tho ancient city, and that, as a place of religious 
worship, it answered other purposes than that of 
merely indicating the direction of tho winds, the 
seasons, and the hours. 

Dodwell. t tSandwiclu X Clarke. 
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As Dr. Clarke drew near to the walls^ he beheld 
the rast Gecropian citadel, crowned with temples, 
that originated in the veneration, once paid to the 
memory of the -illustrious dead, surrounded by ob- 
jects, telling the same theme of sepulchral grandeur, 
and now monuments of departed greatness, moulder- 
ing in all the solemnity of ruin. So paramount is 
this funereal character in the approach |o Athens 
from the Pirtous,” says he, that as we passed the 
hill of the Museum, which was, in fact,* an ancient 
cemetery of the Athenians, we might have imagined 
ourselves to be among the tombs of Tclmessus, from 
tlie number of sepulchres hewn in the rock, and 
from the antiquity of the workmanshij), evidently 
not of later date than any thing of the kind in Asia 
Minor. In other respects, the city exhibits nearly 
the appearance so briefly described by * Strabo, 
eighteen centuries before our. coming ; and perhaps it 
wears a more magnificent aspect, owing to the splen- 
did remains of Hadrian s temple of Olympian Jove, 
which did not exist when Athens was visited by the 
disciple of Xcuacchus.** 

‘‘ The first monument," says La. Martino, “ which 
attmets your attention, is the temple of Olympian 
Jupiter, tl»e magnificent columns of which rise alone 
upon a deserted naked ^spot, on the right of what 
was Athens — a worthy portico of a city in mins." 
This temple* was pretended by * the Athenians to 
have been originally founded in the time of Deuca- 
lion, and to have subsisted nine hundred years ; but 
in the end foiling into ruin, it b^an to be rebuilt by 
l^isistratus, and having received additions from 
several hands during the space of seven hundred 
yws, was completely finished by the Emperor Ha^ 
drian, and dedicated to Jupiter Olympus, to wliose 
honour the same prince ere cted a colossal statue of 
* Lord Sandwich. 
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immense value, both on aceonni of the richness 6f its 
materials and the beauty of its workmanship. KoUdng 
in- all Greece, nor even in the whole world, was 
equal to the magnificence of this temple. Its jprim 
was computed to be four stadia. The inside was 
embellished with statues by the best hands, jpkced 
between each column, which were, gifts fsoiu all the 
cities of Greece, that were desirous ^of paying their 
court to the Emperor ; among whom the Athenians 
distinguished themselves by the colossus, erected by 
them in honour of the monarch himself. It is im- 
possible from the remains to collect the plan of the 
whole building; there being nothing left but ton 
beautiful Corinthian pillars, with their friezes, ar- 
chitraves, and cornices, two fluted, the remaining 
eight plain. Close behind the eight, which stand in 
one rank, is a wall of white marble, the same as the 
columns, atid, at the south end, the two tliat project, 
being fluted, and on a diflerent line from the others, 
seem to have formed the entrance of the temple?^. 

The solitary grandeur of these marble ruinst is, 
perhaps, more striking than the appearance pre- 
sented by any other oliject at Athens ; insomuch that 
the Turks themselves seem to regard them with an 
eye of respect and admiration ; largo parties of them" 
being frequently seen seated on their carpets, in the 
long shade of the columns. Rome,” says Chandler, 

afforded no example of this species of building. It 
was one of the four marble edifices, which had raised 
to the pinnacle of renown the architects who planned 
tlicfn f men, it is s|tid, admired in th^ assembly of 
the for their wisdom and excellence.” 

Of tkk> temple oeventeen columns were standing in 
1676 ; but, a few years before Chandler arrived at 
Athens, one was thrown down, for the purpose of 
building a new mosque in the market-place. 

^ SandWiclit t HQbliou9e. 
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Sono^of the eolumns sitppoii; ihei^airchitraves, 
as we hiLve befoi!^ Stated^ one of which was found to 
eq^Ual tHree feet in width, and although of one entire 
pieoe^of marble, it extended in length twenty-two 
feetlsix inches. On the top of the entablature is 
shpwn the dwelling of a hermit, whd'"fixcd his abode 
upon this eminence, and dedicated his life entirely to 
too contemplation of' the sublime objects by w'hlch 
his residence was on all sides surrounded. 

The beauty of the temple of Theseus* is not at all 
prejudiced by its littleness; but still remains a master- 
piece of architoctiire, not easy to be ]>aralleled, much 
less exceeded. ]Vj[nch of the history of Theseus is 
expressed in relievo, on the pronaos of the front and 
west end, where all the tricks and art of wi'estling 
seem well expressed. There are, also, some in 
women*s habits, to. express the war of the Amazons. 

This elegant buildingt is supposed to* have fur- 
nished the model of the Parthenon, whi(‘h resembles 
it in the most essential points, though it is nearly of 
double the sizo. Indeed, the Theseion impresses tUo 
beholder more by its symmetry than its magni-^ 
tude. It is now converted into a Christian church. 

On approaching the temple of Theseus," says L» 
Martine, ^‘though convinced by what 1 had read 
of its beauty, I was astonished to find myself quite 
unmoved ; my heart sought to bestir itself ; my eye 
.sought to admire; but m vain. 1 felt what one 
always feels at the sight of a work without faults,— 
a negative pleasure, — but as to a real, strong impres- 
sion, a sense of powerful or involifntary deliglit, I 
experienced notliing. This temple is too small ; it is 
a kind of sublime plaything of art. It is not a monu- 
ment for the gods ; nor oven for men for ages. I felt 
but one instant of ecstacy, and tb^t was when, seated 
atj^e -Western angle of the temple, on its last steps,. 

* Wheiof. ' ! f Dodweli. 
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my eye embraced, at one gbmce, ihe^magniftoont 
harmony of its forms, the majestic eleganee of Its 
columns, the empty and more sombre space df its 
portico ; and on its internal frieze, the combats of tlie 
Centaurs Lnd the Lapithm ; and above, through the 
opening of the centre, the blue and resplendent sky, 
shedding a ^enuie and mystical light on the coiuices 
and the pi'6jecting" slopes of the bassi-rilievi, which 
seem to live and to move.” All this seems ratlier 
extraordinary. ^ 

“ On your way from Piraeum to the city of Athens,” 
says Lord Sandwich, you pass all along the ruins 
of Themistoclos* wall. The road is in the middle of 
a beautiful plain, covered with vineyards and olive 
trees, which, being hounded on one side by moun- 
tains, aifd on the other by tlu sea, affords a most 
delightful prospect. Before your entrance into tl^ 
city, the first monument of antiquity that presents 
itself to your view, is the temple of Theseus, built 
by the Athenians, in honour of that hero, soon after 
the battle of i\farathon. This temple was allowed 
the privilege of being a sanctuary for all fugitives, in 
memory that Theseus, in his lifetime, protected tbo 
distressed. It cannot he too much commended, both 
on account of the Ixauty of the materials and regu- 
larity of the architecture ; besides which, it has the 
advantage of being in a manner entire, there being 
nothing wanting to it but a small part of the roof.” 

In spite of its beauty, what says Monsieur La 
Martinc ? ** No; the temple*of Theseus is not worthy 
of its fame ; it cannot be said to live as a monu- 
ment. It is not <4ug^stivo of what it ought to be. 
It k heautifiil, no doubt ; but it is a kind of frigid, 
dead beauty, of which the artist alone ought to go • 
and shake the shroud, and wipe the dust. As mt 
me, I admired unqucstionibly; but quitted it without 
any desire to ^ it again. The beautiful stones of 
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the columns of .the Yaitcftn, the maj^ic colossal 
shadows of St. Peter s at Rome, never suffered me to 
l^Ye them without reg^, or the hope of return/' 
Can all this be real ? or is it merely an affectation ? 

During our residence of ten weeks,” Says Sir 
John Hobhouse,* ** there was not, I believe, a day of 
which we did not devote a part to the contemplation 
of the noble monuments of Grecian genius, that have 
outlived the ravages of time, and the outrage of bar- 
barous and Antiquarian despoilers. The temple of 
Theseus, which was within five minutes' walk of our 
lodgings, is the most perfect ancient edifice in the 
worlds In this fabric, the most enduring stability, 
and a simplicity of design peculiarly striking, are 
united with the liighest elegance and accuracy of 
workmanship, the characteristics of the Doric style; 
whose chaste beauty is not, in the opinion of. the first 
artists, to be equalled by the graces of any of the 
other orders.” 

“ That tho Theseion was originally a tomb,” says 
Dr. Clarke, ‘‘ like other Grecian temples, is scarcely 
to be doubted. The building is believed to boar date 
from tho event mentioned by Plutarch, when, after 
the conquest of Seyros, the son of Miltiades arrived 
in Athens, bearing the mouldering bones and weapons 
he had discovered. This occurred during the ar- 
chonship of Apsepion; so that the Theseion has now 
braved the attacks of time, of earthquakes^ and of 
barbarians, during a lapse of considerably a^ve two 
thousand years.” 

This b^utiful Doric temple'*', more resembling in 
the style of its architecture flie temples of Piestum, 
than that of Minerva in the Acropolia, and the most 
’ ^entire of any of the structures of ancient Greece, 
f it not for the damage which tho sculpture has 
^ilj^l stained, may be considered as slilT perfect. The 
^ * Clarke. 
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mined state of the metopes* and fneze has proved a 
very fortunate circumstance p for it was owing solely, 
to this that the building escaped the ravages which 
were going on in the Parthenon. The entire edifice 
is of Peutelican marble. It stands east and west, 
the principal front facing the east ; and it is that kind 
of building which was called by ancient architects, 
as it is expressed in the language of Vitruvius and 
explained by Stuart, a Peripteros ; that is to say, it 
has a portico of six columns in each front, and on 
each side a range of - eleven columns, cxchisivo of the 
columns on the angles. All these columns remain in 
their original position, excepting two, that separated 
the portico from the pronaos, which lidve been demo- 
lished. Like all pillars raised according to the most 
ancient Doric stylo of buildings, they are without 
bases or pedestals ; standing with inexpressible dignity 
and siknplicity upon the pavement of the covered 
walk around the cell of the temple. Borne of the 
metopes represent the labours of Hercules; others 
the exploits of Theseus ; and there arc some which 
were never adorned witli any sculpture, v Above the 
antse of the pronaos is a sculptured frieze, the subject 
of which cannot now be determined ; and tlie battle 
of the Centaurs and Lapitlne is represented upon a 
similar frieze of the porticoes. In the tympanum of 
the pediment, over the eastern front, Stuart observed 
several holes in the marble, where metal cramps had 
been fixed for sustaining sculpture in entire relief, as 
over the eastern entrance to th9 Parthenon. The 
action of the atmosphere in this fine climate upon the 
marble has difhised over the whole edifice, as over 
the buildings in the Acropolis, a wann ochreous tint, 
which is peculiar to the ruins of Athens. It bears 
no resemblance to the black and dingy hue, which is 
aeq\iired by all works in stone and tnarble, wlmi 
they have been exposed to the open air in the 
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more northern countries of Europe^ and especially in 
England. Perhaps to this warm colour, so remark- 
ably characterizing the remains of ancient bnildings 
at Athens, Plutarch alluded in that beautiful pas- 
sage, cited by Chandler, when he Jiffinncd that the 
structures of Pericles possessed a peculiar and unpa- 
ralleled excellence of character. A certain fresh- 
ness bloomed upon them,” says he, “ and preserved 
their faces uninjured, as if they possessed a never- 
fading spirit, and liad a soul insensible to age.” 

The monument of Thuasyllus, — an elegant little 
fabric,— w^’as erected 318 n.c. It is a structure of 
Pentelic marble, simple, yet highly finished. Its 
entire height is t\venty-nine feet five inches. 

JIow majestic, and how perfect in its preser- 
vation,” says Dr. Clarke, ‘‘ rises the Choragic mo- 
^nument of Thrasyllus ; and how sublime the whole 
group of objects with which it is nssocisited. At 
the time of our visit, and befoic the w’ork of dila- 
pidation had commenced, the ancient, sun-dial, the 
statue of the god, the pillars for the tripods, tho 
majestic citaded ; — the last of these has, indeed, de- 
fied the desolating ravagf s of barbaric power ; but 
who shall again behold the other objects in this af- 
fecting scene as they then appeared ? or in what dis- 
tant country and obscure retreat may we look for 
their mutilated fragments?” 

The monument of Piulopappds* stands upon the 
liill of Musiuus, where that celebrated poet is said to 
have been buried. It is within the w^alls of the 
ancient city, tliough at some distance from those of 
the modem one ; and the vic\7 from it of the citadel 
of Athens and the neighbouring territories is very 
striking ; for, looking towards the sea, the eye .com- 
mands the ports of tlie Pirajus, Muiiychia, and Pha-. 
lenis ; the isles of Salamis and jR gina, and the 
* Clai'ke. 
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mountains of Peloponnesus, as far as the gulf of 
Argos. It originally consisted of three compart- 
ments between louf Corinthian pilasters ; that is to 
say, of an arched recess, containing a central sitting 
figure, having a square niclie on each side of it. 
Below these appeared three superb sculptures In 
relief. That in the centre, beneath the sitting statue, 
cxliibits Trajan in a car, drawn by four horses, as he 
is represented on many inonuments oT that emperor. 
On either side, in square compartments, wore seen 
the attendants, preceding iind following the tri- 
umphal car. 

Philopappus’ monument, says Mr. Dodwell, has 
its faults and deficiencies ; hut it is an elegant and 
imposing object. In the interior of the basement 
arc some blocks of the grey lI)’Tnetti{m marble, imd 
the soft stone from the Pirams, The superstructure 
is of Pen tell c marble. 

It is a structure of white marble, says another 
writer, built a prbportionablo height, something cir- 
cular. In the middle was a large niche, with a 
figure of marble sitting in it, and under his feet, in 
large letters, — Pliilopappus, son of Epiphanes of 
Bosa.” Wilder found a still longer inscription, in 
Latin, which he thus translates': — 

Cdius^ Julius^ P/iilajpappuSy son of OaiuSy of the 
tribe of Fabia^ Consul^ Frahr A rvalisy chosen among 
the PrcBtors by the mast good and aiigmt Emperor 
Ccesar^ Nerm^ TrajannSy who conquered ihe Germans 
and Dacians. 

Atnong the inscriptjpns in this city may be noted 
one on a large marble stone, standing on cud, in the 
Wall of a private house, relating to the sale of oil ; 
and' as it teaches many things wo shall cite it, as 
translated by Wbeler ; — 

The late edict of the Ooddike Hadrian. 

* Lct those that Cultivate the ayl bring the third 
part to the office, or th(^ that noasess thw ormnnd 
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of the Proconsul, which the .... has sold, their 
eighth part, for tlicy only have that right. But let 
them bring it at the same time. * * * (Thence 

eight lines arc imperfect, and thin it followeth : — ) 
^ Let it be taken upon oath, liow much hath been 
gathered in all, as well by his slaves as by his free- 
men ; but if he sellcth the fruit, the landlord or the 
tenant, or the buyer of the crop, shall be written with 
them ; and he that has sold it for transportation 
shall give an account how much he has sold it for, 
and to whom and whither bound. And let the mer- 
cliant write what he hath embarked, and of whom, 
and whither he is bound. * * * But he that shall 
be found to give false accounts, either of the receipt 
of transportation, or concerning the country, their 
freight shall be confiscated ; still those possessing the 
lands of the proconsul excepted if they bring their 
.... part/ ” (Here half a dozen lines are defaced, 
and, then he proceeds again : — )“ ‘ Lot him rcLiin the 
half. JBut if he doth not rc*Ceive half, let the public 
take half. * * * And let the merchant write what 
lie hath transported, and how much of every body. 
But if he shall be apjirehended not to have given bis 
account, let him be stopped ; or if he sail awa}*^, let 
bis merchandise be forfeited. But if he shall avoid it 
by hoisting sails, let them write to his country, or to 
me, under the testimony of the commons; if any of the 
ship shall allege it necessary, the praetor shall con- 
vocate the senate tlio next day ; but if the matter 
shall exceed fifty amphora;, let it he brought to the 
congregation, and half given to the discoverer. But 
if any one shall yet appeal to me or my proconsuls^ 
let the commons chooso syndics., tM sill 

wliloh arc done asaiiiBi cyil doers may be executed 

without* reproof.' ^ Some lines more yet remain, 
which are l^s preserved. 

The - majority of the Athenian churches * are 

^ ~ ' • Uotiwcll. ' 
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built upon the ruins of aooieut temples^ and are com- 
posed of blocks of stone and marble, with a great 
number of inscriptions, altars, pedestals, and archi- 
toetural ornaments: As we passed through the 

town," says Dr. Clarke, “ there was hardly a house, 
that had not some little marble fragments of aneient 
sculpture stuck in its front, over its door." 

At Athens four ancient buildings* have been en- 
tirely destroyed within these few years; a small 
Ionic temple in the Acropolis ; another temple, sup-, 
posed to bo of Ceres, near the llissus, or bridge over 
that stream, and the aqueduct of Antoninus Pius. 
Part also of the propyhean columns have l)eea 
thrown down, with a mass of the architrave on the 
western front of the Prectheion, and one of the 
columns of the Olympeion. In fact, more than 
forty of the temples and public buildingst, which ore 
mentioned by Paiisaiiias, liavc so totally disappeared, * 
as not Tto leave a trace, by which it is possible to 
identify their situation : and this leads us to tlio Par- 
thenon, which we have puriK)sely left to the l6st, be- 
• cause the wrong done to it of late years, by a noble- . 
man of Scotland, baa been the means of introducing 
to our own country a taste for the elegant and 
beautiful, which it never enjoyed before. 

The Partlienon,” says Mr. Dodwell, ” at first 
sight rather disappointed my expectations, and ap- 
peared less than its fame. The eye, however, soon 
becomes filled with the magnitude of its dimensions, 

, the beauty of its materials, the exquisite perfection 
of its symmetry, and the harmonious analojgy of its 
proportions. It is th<f most unrivalled triumph of 
sculpture and architecture that the wojdd ever saW^ 
Tbo delight lyhich it inspires on a superficial view 
heightmed.ia proportion as it is attentively aujr- 
veyed. If we admire the wbofo of 
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that adonitatioii will be augmented by a minute in* 
Te^igation of all the ramiiicd details, lijvery part 
haa been fini«4hed with such exquisite purity, that 
not the smallest instance of negligence can bti die- 
in the execution of those particulars, which 
arc the least exposed to observation : the most con- 
cealed minutim of tho structure ha\ing been per- 
fected, with a sort of pious scrupulosity.* 

1 pass delicious hours,** says M. La Martine, 
recumbent beneath the shade of the Propylasa: 
oyes fixed on the falling pediment of the Par* 
^tiwon, I feel all antiquity in \s)ut it lias pro- 
duded of divine ; the rest is not worth thojaiignaga 
that has described it, Tlio aspect of the Parttieiion 
displays, better than history, the coloss.il grand(*ur 
of a people. Pericles ought not to die. What su- 
perhuman civilization was that which supplied a 
great man to command, an architect to coercive, a 
sculptor to decorate, statuaries to execute, woikmcn 
to cut, a pcopl^' to pay, and eyes to comprehend imd 
admire such an edifice ! Whore shall wo find such 
a people, or such a jioriod ? No where ! ** * 

us, in idea, rt build the Patthenon,** continues 
the samo writer ; ‘‘ it is easily done ; it has only 
lost its frit ze, and its internal coinpartinents. The 
external walls, chiselled by Phidias, the columns^ and 
fragments of columns, reinain. The Parthenon was 
entirely built of Pentclic marble, so called from the 
neighbouring mountain of that name, whence it was 
taken. It consists of a parallelogram, surrounded by 
a peristyle of forty-six Doric columns ; one column 
is six feet in diameter at the* base, and thirty-four 
feet high. The columns are placed on the pavemeilt^ 
of the temple itself, and have no basejj, At eadi 
extremity of the temple exists, or did exist, a portico 
of six columns. The total leoj^h of the edifice is 
two hundred and twenty-eigmi feet; its width, 
two hundred feet; its height, sixty-six feet. It 



* tmlf pmente to ibe. ^ ihe iiiij«Btio» putqpKfl^te ^of 
•its {mhitecioral Biiet, It m6» in foot# one mgjie 
idealsxpressed in stout, and inteUtgUdo at a gbom, 
like the thoughts of the fluicients.** 

This i:eoall8 to our zeooUeotlon what Plutarch stj^s 
in respect to Ferieles« The Parthenon^was 
strocted with such admirable judgment, such vs/Br 
dity of workAanship, and au^ a profeuml kiu^«* 
ledge of the architectural art, that it would ha'te 
hddchnitely defied the ravages of time^ if ihf y hd4'jm^ 
been assisted by the operations of external 
It is an edifice that seems to have been cousttimiid^ 
ibr eternity. The structures Which Pericles rfBsed 
are the piore admirable, as, being completed in 0^^ 
short a^time,»they 3 ^t had such a luting be^ty ; for^ 
as they had, when now, tho-venerablo aspect anti^ 
qiiity, so, now they ore old, they have the fireshneesf* 
of a mpdem work. They seem to be preserved from 
the injuries of time by a kind of vital principle, 
which produces a vigour that cannpt be impaired, 
and a bWm that willunover fade." 

Tlieso words of Plutarch were applicable to the 
Parthenon little more tlian a oentnry ago, and would 
still have been so, if it had not found enemies in the 
successive bi^try of oonfiendhig r^hgi^’^ the 
destruction of war, and the plundermg maniSi of 
artistic and amateum^ ^ The high preservation of 
those parts, which are still sufiered to remain, is trvily 
astonishing 1 The columns Sre so littie broken, thgt 
were it not for the venarable reality of age, they 
^would almost appear of recent construction* 

1 Them obaervatknis hatuipUy carry ps back to the 
period’^iii which the Parthenon Wjw4>uUt» Thai 
which was |he chief ddigfatdf the Atiimdim^ai^ 
wonder of strangers, was the mr^ificfyice of 
edifices} yet no park of the mductofPwhdesniovM^ 
the splemi of fats adversmdea more thsn thk. They. 
^ vor.. I, t 
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it^stojl that te liad tmnight the gfeatest'‘il»gttMW '' 

3 >011 the Athenians, hy removing the treoeuree of 
rei^ from Delos, and taking them into his ovim 
custody ; that he ^d not left nimself evOn the sp^ 
eibns apology of having caused the money to be 
hrOnght to Athene for its greater security, and ^ to 
tteep it from being seized % the Barbarians; that 
0ime would consid^BUch an attem^pt as a manifest 
iyrainy; that the snms the^had received from them, 
upon pi^nce of their being employed in the war, 
were Imd out by the Athenians in gilding and em< 
bellishing their city, in making magnificent statues, 
and raisiig temples that cost miSions. "Nor did 
they amplify in the matter ; for the Parthenon alone 
dost £145,000. Pericles,* on the contrary,, remon- 
strated to the Athenians, that they were not obliged 
to give the allies an account of the money they had 
received; that it was enough they defended them 
from the Barbarians, whilst the allies furnished nei- 
ther soldiers, horses, nor ships. He added, that as 
the Athenians were sufficiently provided with all 
things necessary for war, it was but just that they 
shoud employ the rest of theh* riches in edifices and 
other works, which, when finished, would give im- 
mortal glory to their city, and the whole time they 
were canyiiig on give bread to an ihfinite number 
of citizens: that the^ themselves had all kpds of 
inaterfads, as timber, stone, brass, ivory, gold, ebony, 
mid cypress wood ; and all sorts of artificers capable 
of wdHting them, as carpenters, masons, smiths, 
sjfone^cUtters, dyers, goldsmi|hs ; artificers in ebony, 
piainterai embroiderers, and turners ; men fit. to con- 
duct thrir itaval afiairs, as merchants, and 

experieficed |>nots ; othm for land carr^je, cart- 
wrghts, wiiggou(^ carters, rope-makei^ paviors, 
fre, &o. : that it was for the advantage of the state 
' ‘ ~f *-rrH . .. , T—rt 



ta employ thefie di€%retii , arUficers a&d 'worluneji, 
who> ae so many separate bodies^ fanned^ when 
‘ untied, a kind of peaceable and dd^testic army, whose 
different functions and employments diffus^ ^n 
and increase throughout all ages and .sexes ; lastly, 
that, whilst men of robust bodies, and of an age fit 
to bear arms, whether soldiers or mariners, and those 
who were in the different garrisons, were supported 
. with the public moneys, it was but just that the rest 
of the people who lived in the city.should also be 
maintained in their way: and that as all were mem- 
bers of the same republic, they should all reap the 
same advantages, by doing it service^ which, though 
of a different kind, did, however, all contribute its 
security or ornament* One day as the debaters were 
growing warm, Pericles offered to defray the expense 
of all tiiese things, provided it should be declared in 
the public inscriptions, that he only had been at the 
charge of them. At these words, the people, either 
admiring his magnanimity, or fired with emulation, 
and determined not to lei him engross that glory, 
cried, with one voice, that he might take out of the 
public treasury ail the sums that were necessary for 
his purpose. 

Historians expatiate greatly on the magnificent 
edifices and other works ; but it is npt easy to say 
whether tlie complaints and murmurs raised i^ain^ 
him were ill-founded or not. According, to (^cero, 
such edifices and other works only are worthy ,of 
admiration as are of use to the public, as aqueducts, 
city walls, citadels, arsenals, sen-ports; and to the^ 
ixinst bo added the wrk, made by Pericles,, to join 
Athena to the port of Pirmus« ; 

Monsidelia Matiinqq^eaks of theonlytwpfigitm 
thai.now adorn the Partlienon ,thns:~*V^i o1»he 
PaithCQOn timers remain only/ two, 

Hairs and Tepus, Ipilf <^hed by. iwd ehorm^ 

la ‘ 
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of comity whkh have glided oyer their* 
beads; but these two figures are to^me worth more 
than hll 1 have seen in sculpture in my life. They 
live as no other canvas or marble has ever. lived. 
One feels that the chisel of Phidias trembled^ burned 
in his hand, when these sublime figures started into 
being under his fingers." 

The following observations in regard to colour are 
by Mr. Williams The Parthenon, in its present 
conned state, impresses the mind with the idea of 
its thousands of years. The purity of marble has 
disappeared; but still the eye is charmed with 
the varied livery of .time. The western front is rich 
in golden hues, and seems ns if it had absorbed the 
evening beams*; little white appeara^ except the 
tympanum and part of the entablature. But the 
brightest grange colour, and grey and sulphury hues, 
combine in sweetest harmony. The noble shafts of 
the huge columns are uniformly toned with yellow, of 
a brownish cast, admitting here and there a little 

E . Casting the eye to the inner cell, we see dark 
of olive mixed with various tints, adorning the. 
existing frieac and pillars ; and these, opposed to hril* 
liant white, afibrd a point and power of expression, 
which never fails to please." 

Sir J. C, Hobhouse says, Lord. Elgin s injuries 
were these ; the taking off the metopes, the statue 
over the theatre of Bacchus, and the statues of the 
west pediment of the Parthenon ; -and the carrying 
awa^ one of the Caryatides, and the finest of the 
columns of* the Erectheum. No other," continues 

' ’ ■* V" ' — 1 , 

• " It ii gcnnslljr nippos.d,'’ inintiBaM Mr. “the 

rowWe teuplM we white; but, with the emepM'ertbe'tewll* rf 
Mmetvv. at C^1^ Colottnik, o'? Vwsuks U 

aot the case. The marble of with yWcb the tem« 

pirtat Athm were beilt, throws oat an oxide of iron of the xi^Mt 



Sir Jofan, ^ comes, I believe^ within the limits oi cm^. 
8Ure«— no other miu'bles were detached.** 

The monuments, now called the Elgin marbles^ 
were chiefiy obtained firom the.Erectheum, the Pm- 
pylsea, and the Parthenon, more especially the kst. 
We muig^ here give room to the observations, vin- 
dicative of this proceeding: — Perhaps one of- the 
most judicious measures orgovemment, with reference 
to the advancement of the arts in this country, w$» 
the purchase of these remains. We may go farther, 
and add, that the removal of them Athens, 
where their destruction was daily going forward, to 
place them where their merits would ho appreciated, 
and their decay suspended, was not only a justifiable 
act, but one which deserves the gratitude of England 
and of the civilised world. The decay of the Athe- 
nian monuments may be attributed to various causes. 

^ Fire and the barbarian* have both done their work. 
Athens lias seen many masters. The Romans were 
too refined to destroy the monuments of art ; but the 
Goths had a long period of foliation ; and then came 
the Turks, at once proud and ignorant, despising 
what they could not understand. The Acropolis 
became a garrison in their hands, and thus, in 16^7^it 
bombarded by the Yenetians, whose heavy gnns 
i^e directed against the porticoes and colonn^es of 
the ancient temples. But the Turks still continued to 
hold their conquests ; and the business of demolition 
went steadily on for another century and a half. 
Many travellers who visited Athens al^ut a hundred 
years ago, and even iqpch liter, describe monuments 
of soulpture which now hate no existence, liie 
Tiirke poimdod the marble into dust to make lime 
one traveller alter another opntmued to remove a friig<* 
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copaiiig kos and less worthy of notice, covered hi ^ 
dust, or carted away to be btohen up for building, 
Lord Elgin, who had been ambassador at Coniftan^ 
tiuople in 1799, obtained, in 1801, an authority from 
the Turkish government, called a brmaun, which even* 
tually enabled the British nation to possess the most 
Valuable of the sculptures of which any portion wa* 
left. The authority thus ^nted empowered Lord 
Elgin to fik scaffolding around the ancient temple of 
the Idols ^ to mould the ornamental and visible hgnres 
thereon in plaster and gypsum ;* and, subsequently, 

‘ to take away any pieces of stone with old inscrip- 
tions or figures thereon/ For several years the 
intentions of Lord Elgin were carried into effi^ct at 
his private risk, and at a cost which is stated to have 
amounted to 74,000/ , including the interest of 
money. In 18 16, the entire collection was purchased 
of L(frd Elgin by act of parliament for 85,000/. It 
is unnecessary for us to go into the controversy, 
whether it was just to remove these relics from their 
original seats. Had the Greeks been able to preserve 
them, there can be no doubt of the injustice of such 
an act. The probability is, that if foreign govern- 
m^ts had not done what Lord Elgin did as an indi- 
vidual, there would not have been a fragment left at 
this day to exhibit the grandeur of the Grecian art 
as practised' by Phidias. The British nation, by the 
purchase of these monuments, has secured a pos^^ 
session of mestimable value*/' 

* The twoprincifAl »tatue»emong the Elgin mAtblei are those 
ef Theseus, the Athenian hero, and a\ecumbeot figure, supposed 
to be the Hver-god Ilissus (numbered in the Synopsis 03 and 99). 
They are executed in a style of extraordinary breadth and grandeur^ 
/ThesiBiia is iepreseoted half leolioed on a rock, eotered with the 
skin of a lion, and kppears to bo resting after some mighty labour,. 
The figure of the llissus is less robust; ait bis contours flow in 
of unduhiting elegance. But in both these statues, that 
whidi chiefly strikes lu, in spite of the dllapi^tions which they- 



th€ie obseiTatioBB) l^ould Appear tfaat tlie 
spoliation of the Parthenon mejr be vinmcated cm the 
ground, that neither the Turks nor the citizens cared 
any thing about them, and that""^ they had. not been 
taken away, they would, in a short time, have been 
destroyed. Bes^table testimony, however, is op- 
posed to this : most travellers have inveighed against 
the spoliation ; and two, highly qualified, have given 
a very different account^' from what the above state- 
ment jmplies. These are Dr. Clarke and Mr. Dod well. 
We shall select the testimony of ^ the latter in pre- 
ference to that. of Dr. Clarke, only because he was 
at Athens at the very time in which the spoliation 
was going on. During my first tour to Greece,"" 
says he, I had the inexpressible mortification of 
being present when the Parthenon was despoiled of 

have nifferod, is^he vitality ^hioh seeniB to |)ervade them. In 
these, not only the office and appearance of the muscles, nhetfaer 
in action or at rest, but the bearings of the skeleton, «ro expressed 
urith an accuracy vrliich could only liave resulted from the most 
profound science, added to an acute and perpetual observation of 
nature. The statue of the Ilissus is especially remaikable (or its 
graceful flexibility; and ve would observe, without going too tech* 
nically into the subject, how different is the indentation, formed by 
the lower line of the ribs in this figure, so admirably expressing its 
position, from that g^metrical arch by Which this part of the hodj 
is designated in the ordinary antique statues, and which is so rarely 
aeeommudated to the action Kproeented* The principle^ pointed 
nut in this instance, 'may be traced tllroughout the Elgin matUes, in 
which true art is never superseded by conventumal style. We 
believe that in (he opinion of the majority of connoisseurs, the 
statue of Tlieseus is tconsidered sOperior to that of the lUmns. 
CanovB, however, preferred the latter ; and Rtffhelle, who imported 
ilesigfis from Oreeoe, has adapted this figure to that of the fldlen- 
Commander, in his picture of Heliodorns. it it well known Uiat 
the IlltsBua was a smml stream wbieh ran along the south side of 
the of Athens. The statnO in whieh it ia here penoniM 
d^pfed the left angle of she West pediment of the Parthenony add^ 
that Thment m placed opposite to It on the east pediment negl^ 
tfet horpqf ef Byperiofl,’* 




of IW fli^ 

to tho giound/'^ ^ 
'4'^!#, indeed, &n tlie feeKngpei 

i 9 $.^'^r^et>dii€h mltei arise in the breast of wevy 
iMrelier, Wbo has seen these temples bdbre ^d since 
^tfrlate dilapidation! Nor have I any hesitation 
fatr .dodarii^, that the Athenians in general, nay, 
■oven the Turks themselves, did lament the rain that 
was committed ; and loudly Snd openly blamed their 
sovereign for the.^ permission ho had granted ! I 
was on the spot at the time, and had an opportunity 
of observing, and, indeed, of participating, in the 
sentiment of indignation, which such conduct uni* 
yersally inspired. The w^holer proceeding was so 
unpopular in Athens, that it was necessary to pay 
the hibourers more than their usual profits, before 
any one could be prevailed upon to* assist in this 
work of profanation/’ 

Such rapacity is a crime against all ages and all 
graerationS,” says Mr, Eustace; it deprives the past 
of the trophies of their genius and the title-deeite of 
their fame ; the present of the strongest inducements 
to exertion, the noblest exhibitions that curiosity can 
contempUto ; and the future of the master^pieces of 
art, the models of imitation. To guard against the 
repetition of such depredations is the wish of every, 
man of genius, the dutyt)f every man in power, ^ and 
tile common interest of every civilised nation." 

That the Elgin marbl^ will contribute to the. 
improvement of art in England," says Mr. Williams, 
cannot be doubted, lue^ piust, certainly, open 
the eyed of the British artists, and prove that the 
and only road to simplicity and beauty is the, 
sticky of n^ure. . But bad we a right to aiminisli^ 
intmiest ,of Athens for selfish motives, and p:^vOnt 
raocessive. j^enerations of other nations from 



those admirable stfociuxes ? The ieiii|>k^4ktine9h!h 
was spared as a beacon to the wcrld, to diieetltio'^' 
the knowlod^ of purity and of taste. .What iaA we 
say to the msappointed travelw, who is now de» 
prived of the rich satisibctton that would have com<« 
pensated his travel and hie toil ? It will bo Httle 
consolation to him to say, he may find the sonlpture 
of the Parthenon in England*.** 

NO. XVII. — BABYLON. 

Babylon and Nineveh appear to have resembled 
each other, not only in form but in extent and popu^ 
lation. Quintus Curtius asserts^ that Babylon owed 
its origin to Semiramis. In the Bible, however, it 
having been stated, that one of the chief cities of 
Nimrod was Babel ; many authors have given into 
the idea, that Babylon was built by Nimrod. If 
we attend strictly to the words of Hoses, however, we 
shall find that to have been an impossible circum- 
stanco. 

Moses states, that Nimrod had four large cities t. 
Those were Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneth. 
Nimrod was a descendant of Ham ; but the temple of 
Babel, on the establishment of which depends the 
origin of Babylon, was built by the descendants of 
Shorn : — at least, we have thb rijrht to believe so ; for 
Moses mentions the descendants of Shem last, and 
then goes on to say ; — “ The whole earth was of one 
language and of one speech : and it come to pass, m 
they journeyed from t^e East, that they found a pUun 
in the land of ^Shinar, and they dwelt there.** 

* Herodotni ; Thucydides; Pliay» the yomiger; Platewh ^ 
Peuianiei; AVbcler; RuUin; Chandler; Stuart; Bortbelcmy^f 
Sandwich; Montague; Browetei^; Ree»; Bmn; tMwell; Clarke; 

Hobhuuie ; Euitace; Quin ; wiUiaini; l>e la Mavtine* 
t Gen. c, X, 1. 10. ^ ^ 
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^ Wli^ had dwell j;h^ some tinie» thf^ 
to lone asipther, Go to, lei ue make bricky' and bum, 

^tbela Miorougblj. And they had brick for stone^ 
1 ^ slime HisA ^ey^for mortar.” This was the first 
cf the subsequent town* They had not yet aspired 
Id any particular distinction. At length they said 
In themselves, “ Itet us t)uild a city and a tower ; 
and^ let us make us a name,, lest we be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” They Were 
interrupted in their design, and they left off build-* 
ing the city.” There is, however, no account of its 
having been destroyed ; nor any in regard to the 
destruction of the temple* The people, however^ 
were scattered** 

This city was, subsequently, called Babel; and 
the temple of ^lus being the oldest temple re- 
corded in history, it has been .generally supposed, 
that it was no other than the tower, the family of 
Shem had endeavoured to build. This, however, is 
iur from being certain ; for Josephus, who, in this 
case is not without his weight, relates that the tower 
was thrown down by an impetuous wind or violent 
hurricane ; and that it never was rebuilt. 

The fact is, that the real origin of Babylon 
is lost in the depth of history; and all that can 
be stated, with any degree of certainty, is, that Ni- 
neveh and Babylon were founded much about the 
same time, and that*Xinu9, Semiramis, Ninyas, and 
Sardanapalus were sovereigns, though not during 
thrir whole lives, of both cities*. This appears to iijt 

* Gen* xi. t. 4**—*' The. tcheiuet thsf men of coatne imaginsUont 
lieve railed from a si ogle cxpftrssioa in the Bible, |i.nd ionetimei 
ipom a sci^pottiion of a fiiot no where to he fennU, are astonishing* 
If you believe t}i6 Hebrew doctoie, the language of men,whldS|i 
\i]l the building of Babel, liad been one, waa divided into seventy 
langoageti But of the tmnieuloua ydHMon of the languages 
is not onepvori in the Bible*’’— >** Xlisserlation on the Odglii, 

Languages,” by Dn. Gnioonv Basarn, 2n4 £d, p* 
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tb bd tto only iti whioh we' can nn&^taid Ihe 
hl^oty of ihe first Assyrian empire* 

We have np space to enter into the partteol^^ 
history of this most celebrated bf all cities ; neither 
does the plan of our work admit of it : our province 
only being to record its origin, to describe its ancient 
state, to give an account of its destruction, and l6en 
describe, from the pages of authentic travellers, ^he. 
ruins which still remain. 

Having given some account of its origin, we pro* 
ceed to describe the height to which it was exalted. 
“ The Assyrians,'* says Herodotus, ** are masters of 
many capital towns; but their placo of greatest 
strength and fame is Babylon*; where, after the 
destruction of Nineveh, was the royal residence. It 
is situated on a large plain, and is a perfect square; 
each side, by every approach is, in length, one hnn-^ 
dred and twenty furlongs; the space, therefore, 
occupied by tlie whole, is four hundred and eighty 
fiirlongs : so extensive is the ground which Babylon 
occupies. Its internal beauty and magnificence 
exceeds whatever lias come within my knowledge. 
It is surrounded by a trench, very wide, deep, and 
full of water ; th(3 wall beyond this is two hundred 
royal cubits high t, and fifty wide ; the royal exceeds 

* The greatest cities of Europe give bat a faint idea of iho gran- 
deur which all historians unanimously ascribe to the fanioua city 
df Babylon. — Dutrns. 

t It 18 conceivable/* says an elegant writer on civil archi* 
t^ture, ** that walls of the height of the London monument 
might have, during the long existence of a great empire, been ndted 
to protect so great a city as Nineveh ; but it requires a much greater 
stretch tbpught to ronceiVe them, as in the case of Babylon, to 
be raised to a height equal to thatch the cress which terminates the 
dome ^ or cupola of St. Paul’s cathedral tn Londen. Yet, mhon 
we fievollset that Nebuelwtneuar was intoxicated with conquest^ hi 
pDSictilon of unbounded power and riches, and ambitious of ereolihg 
a metropolis for all Asia, upon a scale which should lurpsis 
city the uroBd had seen, we nhaU heiHate ineondeitt|kln|.at Ih^ro. 
bablo even the descriptions of Horedetui,^'' 
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the comoitm cubit by thrcQ digits*.*' It will uctbc 
foreign to my purpose/' continues the historian, to : 
desenbe the use to which the earth dug out of ilie 
trench was converted, as well as the particular 
manner in which they constructed the wall. The 
earth of the trench w'as first of all laid in heaps, and 
wh^ a sufficient quantity Was obtained, made into 
sqH^ bricks, and baked in a furnace. They used, 
as cement, a composition of heated bitumen, which, 
mixed with the tops of reeds, was placed between 
every thirtieth course of bricks. Having thus lined 
the sides of the trcncli, they proceeded to build the 
wall in a similar manner ; on the summit of w'hich, 
and fronting eacli other, they erected small watch- 
tcTwers of one story, leaving a space betwixt them, 
through which a chariot and four horses might pass 
and turn. In the circumference of the wall, at dif- 
ferent distances, were a hundred massy gates of 
brass t, whose hinges and frames were of the same 
metaL Within eight days* journey from Babylon isi 
a city called Is, near which flows a river of the same 
name, which empties itself into the Euphrates. 
With the current of this river, particles of Intumen 
descend towards Babylon, by means of which its 
walls are constructed. The great river Euphrates, 
which, with its deep and rapid streams, rises in 

* It miut be confoMed, indeed, that ia the coniiwrison of ancient 
and modern meosiires, nothing certain )iaa been concluded. Ae- 
OQiding to vulgar computation, a cubit is a foot aud a half; and 
tbua the andents also reckoned it ; but then we ore not certtdnljr 
agreed about the length of their foot,— M ontpa coon. 

' 7he doubt expreuMMl bf MontfiiuconOappears uonecetiary ; these 
ineasurei being taken from the proporiJoofi of the human body, ace 
mm permanent thaa any other. The foot of a moderately ^eiaed 
man, and the cubit— (tliat is, the space from the end of the hngera 
to the elbow), have always been twelve and dghteen ineheir 
respectively. — B blob.' 

. .f Thus, saltb the Lord, to hi* anointed, to Cyrus, 1 will go 
before thee *, I will break in pieces the gate* of braie.— I muh. 




the Armenian mountains, and pours itself into the 
Red Sea*, divides Babylon, into t^o parts. The 
walls meet and form an angle at the river at each 
extremity of the town, where a breast* work of burnt 
bricks begins, and is continued along each bank. The 
city, which abounds in houses from three to four 
stories in height, is regularly divided into streets. 
Through these, which are parallel, there arc transverse 
avenues to the river opened through the wall and 
breast- work, and secured by an equal number of 
little gates of brass/' 

The historian then proceeds to describe the* forti- 
fications and the temple of l^elus. “ The first wall 
is regularly fortified ; the interior one, though less in 
substance, is of about equal strength. Besides these, 
in the centre of each division of the city, there is a 
circular space surrounded by a wall. In one of these 
stands the royal palace, which fills a large and 
strongly-defended place. Tlie temple of Jnpiter 
Belus t occupies the Other, whose huge gates of brass 
may still be seen. It is a square budding, each side 
of which is of the length of tw^o furlongs. In the 
midst, a tower rises of the solid depth and height of 
one furlong, upon which, resting as a base, seven 
other turrets are built in regular succession* The 
ascent is on the outs^e ; which, winding from tiie 
ground, is continued to the highest tower; and in 
the middle of the whole structure there is a conve- 

' * oiiginal Ery thraan, or Red Sea, was (hat part of the indittn 

ocean^ which foTtns the peninsula of ^Arabia; the PersUui wad 
Arabian gulfs being btauches of iu— B rlob. 

t It is necessaiy to in mind, that the temples of the 
sueients were altogether dtifiMrent from our charcbeSi A* Uiga 
space was ioeloted hf walls, ia which wars couvts^ a grevs^ pIsM 
of water, apartments' sometimes for tlm priefsts ; and, lastly, tlm 
temple, properly so nailed, and where, most frequently , it waa.pev* 
milted the priostt alone to enter. The whole incleSp^ was 

^ h^ple, properly so cdlcd, or the rO^ddetice. me 
deity, ww called polk (»«») or the ceU.-<^Hamnt.' 
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Bieiit restitig^plaoe. In the last tower is ft'lar|fe 
cbif&pel, in^which is placed a couch magntficeuily 
adorned^ and hear it a table of solid gold ; but there 
is no statue in the place." Herodotus, . however, 
states, that in another part of the temple there was a 
Statue of Jupiter, in a sitting pasture, with a large 
table before him ; and that time, with the base of 
the table and the seat of the throne, were all of the 
purest gold, and were estimated in his time, by the 
Chaldeans, at not less than eight hundred talents. 

We may here give place to a passage in a modern 
poem, highly descriptive of its ancient state. 

Tbo86 walls, within 

Whose lai^e inclosure the iiide hind, or gutdet 
His plongh, or binds liis sheaves, while shepherds guard 
Their flocks, score of ill : on the brood top 
Six chariots rattled in extended front. 

"For there, since Cyrus on the neighbouring plain^ 

Has marked his comp, th’ enclosed Assyrian drives 
Uis foaming steeds, and from the giddy height 
Ijooks down with scorn on oU the tents below. 

Each side in length, in height, in solid bulk, 

Reflects its opposite; a perfeet square ; 

Scarce sixty tliousand paces can meie out ^ 

The vast circuinference. An hundred gates 
Of polished brass lead to that central point, 

Where through the midst, bridged o’er with wondrous art, 
Buphrates leads a navigable stream, 

BfanchM from the current of his roaring flood.. 

Dh. Robirts, Judah Re9tofed* 

Thus wo find the walls to have extended to a vast 
citcnmference — from forty^-eigbt to sixty miles ; hut 
we are not to suppose them to have been entirely 
filled up with houses;* hut as in the old city of 
Moscow, to have been in no small port taken up with 
gardens and other cultivated lands. 

In regard to the siae of some ancient Eastern „ci^, 

V The stieets crossed each other, and the city wall cal' joule' six 
hcntdrei^ and seventy -six squares, each of. which was feariqu^ngs 
and a half on every aide; vix.j two mUea and a q^rler in idroeiii'' 
Ibrenee. 



Mr. Frai^linluus mad€ some^erypertiBiHii remdfks^jn 
hia inqttirjr coxicerBiiig the isite of the ^fincient Pali- 
bothra B'or the extent of the city and suburbs 
of^Palibothra, from seventy-five to eighty miles have 
been assigned by the Furajias ; a distence, said to be 
impossible for the space occupied by a single city. 
So;, indeed, it might, were we to compare the cities of 
Asia with those of Europe,. The idea of lofty houses 
of brick and stone, consisting of many stories, with a 
number of inhabitants, like those of London, Paris, 
Vienna, and many others, must not be compared 
with the nature ‘ of the Asiatic cities. To look in 
them for regularly >built squares, and spacious and 
paved streets, would be absurd." 

Herodotus mves the extent of the walls of flhbylon 
at one hundred and twenty stadcs on each side, or four 
hundred and eighty stadcs in circumference. Diodorus 
. three hundred and sixty stades in circumference. Cli- 
tarchus, who accompanied Alexander, three hundred 
and sixty-five. Curtius states it ait three hundred and 
sixty-eight; and Strabo at three hundred and eighty- 
five stades. The general approximation of these 
measurements would lead us to suppose that the 
same stade was used by the different reporters ; and 
if this was the Greek itinerary stade, we may esti- 
mate the circumference of the great city at twenty- 
five British miles*. “ The lines, drawn on maps, are 
often only used to divide distant mounds of ruin. 
Accumulations of pottery and brickwork are met 
with occasionally over a great traot ; but the oon- 
neetion, supposed between these and the corn-fields 
and gariens, within tne common precincts of a wall, 
is gratuitous in the extreme. Imagine London and 
' ParUf 'to ^ levelled, and the inhabitant of some ' 
future city to visit their ruins, as those of then re- 
^ mete antiquity; if, in the one instance, Sevres, Moni 
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Mi.d;^liiceint«8,'or, titoiyfi^Maciaiil^ 
Stratford-leioww, Tottenham^ 
smith, Bichmoni^ an4 Glaph^lk* tlT o» 

boundaries, or identified teapcbtiTely aSkthe ttunk 
Psiria and London, what a prodigious catent would- 
those cities gain in the eyes of futurity* 1 

Babylon, as we have already stated, stood upon 
the Euphrates, as Nineveh did upon the Tigris^ « A 
branch of ^ ran entirely through the oity froiu<iaorth 
to south; «nd on ^aoh side was a quay^ walled 
towards the river, of the same thickness as the eit} 
walb. In these, also, were gates of brass, from 
which persons dii^cendod to the watemby steps; 
whence, for a long time, they crossed to the other 
ride 10 boats ; that is, until the building of a bridge. 
These gates were open always in the day, but shut 
at night. A bridge was at length erected , and this 
bridge was equally criebraW with the other great 
buildings; for it was of ^ast size; but Diodorus 
would seem to make it to have been much larger 
than it really was. He says it was five furlongs in 
length. Now as the Euphrates, at the spot, was 
only one furlong wide, this would be impossible ; so 
we suppose that there must have been a causeway 
on each ride of the bridge ; and that Diodorus in- 
cluded the two causeways, which were, probably, 
merely dry arches, as wc find in a multitude of mo- 
dem bridges. It was, nevertheless, thirty feei in 
breadth, and built with groat skill. The arches 
were of hewn stone, fastened togetiicr witb-chains of 
iron and melted load. To effect the building with 
the greater care and safety, they turned the course of 
the livert, and laid the channel dry. While one 
part of the workmen were doing this, others were 

• Anon. 

t This IS said to havo l>eea douo at the bwldtAg of old Loadon 
Bndgo. ^ « 
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I^rine % ce^^7L?*|iakion ot- the year (viz., June, 
July, andAttgut^^tiw Euphrates overflows its banks, 
as tfio i^iloido^ in Egypt, the Gauges in India, and 
tho"Aniaz(ixt in Soti& America. To' remedy the 
manifold inconveniences arising from this, two large 
canals were cut to divert tl\e sii]»erabimdant waters 
into the Tigris, before they could reach* Babylon’*^ ; 
and to secure the neighbouring codntry ' still the 
better, they raised artificial banks,— i?as the Dutch 
have done in Holland, — of a vast^size, on both sides 
the river ; not built, however, of earth, as in Hol- 
land, but of brick ci'incnted with bitumen, which 
began at the h<‘ad of the canals, find extended for 
some distance below the city. To effect all this, the 
Euphrates, which liad been turned one way« in order 
to build the bridge, was tume# another to build the 
banks. To tliis end they dug a vast lake, forty 
miles square, and one bundrctl aud sixty in com- 
pass, and thirty-fl\c feet deep. Into this lake 
the river was diverted, till the banks were finished ; 
after which it was re-divertt^d into the former chan- 
nel. The lake was, Imwever, still prcst'rved as a 
reservoir t. 

Perhaps some of our readers .may be curious to 
know how long it won hi take to fill this 'lake up. 
It is thus stated in the Kdiiibiirgh Review J : — 
‘‘ Taking it at tlie lowest dimensions of a square of 
forty miles, by thirty feet deq) ; and supj)osing the 

• Those ontialB having: hocsi siitfciid to decay, tlic water of the 
' river is much gi cater now than formeily. 

f Herodotus. Megaihencs sajs seventy- five feet. “ We relate 
the wonders of^abylon,*’ says Rollm, ** as they §re doliveired 
down to us by the iincieiits; but there are some of tliem which uie 
scaroo to bo comprehended orJ)elieved ; of which uumborUthe lake. 
1 lucatt in respect to its vast extent.’* 
t Vol. xlviu. 1D9. 

VOL. 1. 
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Euphrates to be five hundred feet wide, ton deep, 
and to flow at the rate of two miles an hour, it would 
require one thousand and fifty-six days to fill the lake, 
allowing no absorption to the sides ; but if absorption 
and evaporation are taken into the account, wo may 
put the time at four years, or thereabouts ; wliich, no 
doubt, would be suificient, considering the number 
of bands employed, to complete the embankment 

This lake, the bridge, and the quays of the river 
are ascribed to Nitooris, by Herodotus ; but most of 
the other wonders of Babylon are ascribed by Jose- 
phus to Nebuchadnezzar, her fathcr-in-law. “ Per- 
haps,” says one of the historians, Nitocris might 
only finish what her’ father had left imperfect at his 
death, on which account the historian might give her 
the honour of the whole undertaking.” 

We are now called upon to describe other won- 
ders. These are th# palaces and hanging gardens* 
At each end of the bridge stood a palace ; and those 
two palaces had a communication each with the 
other by means of a passage under the bed of the 
river, vaulted at the time in which it was laid dry t. 
The old palace, which stood on the east side of the 
river, was three miles and three quarters in compass. 
It stood near the temple of Belus. The new palace 
stood on the west side. It was much larger than the 


* The reviewer then goes on to gay ; — ‘‘By way of comparing 
this with a work of modem times, wo may notice, that the Bristol 
ship canal, one of the late projects, was intended to have been 
eighty miles long, one hundred feet wide, and thirty feet deep; and 
the estimated cost was four million^ sterling. To bo sure, labour 
was cheajwr at Babylon than in London, and well it might bo; for 
If tlio Babylonian lake were to be made now in England, it would 
cost the trifling sum of four thousand two bundiifl and twenty-one 
millions stclling !” 

t The reader will naturally be reipinded of the tunnel now con- 
Btnictang. under the Thames; a much more difficult and eztensivo 
uuderiaking. 
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old one ; being seven miles and a half in compass*. 
It was surrounded witli three walls, one within the 
other, with considerable spaces between ; and these, 
with^ those at the other palace, were embellished 
with an infinite variety of sculptures, representing all 
kinds of animals to the life ; amongst which was one 
more celebrated than all the rest. This was a 
hunting piece, representing Semiramis on horseback 
throwing a javelin ; and Ninus, her husband, piercing 
a lion. 

Near the old palace stood a vast structure, known 
from all .antiquity, and celebrated in every age as the 
most wonderful structure ever yet built; viz., the 
temple of Belus. We have given some account of 
it from Herodotus already. A tower of vast size 
stood in the middle of it. At its foundation it was 
a squ.are of a furlong on each side ; that is, half a 
mile in its whole compass, and the eighth part of a 
mile in height. It consisted of eight towers, built 
one .above another, gradually decre<asiiig in size to 
the top. Its height exceeded that of the largest of 
the pyramids t. It was built of bricks and bitumen. 
The ascent to the top w.as on the outside, by means 
of stairs, winding, in a spiral line, eight times round 
the tower from the bottom to the*top. There were 
many large rooms in the different stories, with arched 
roofs, supported by pillars. On the top was an 
observatory, the Babylonians having been more cele- 
brated than any other people of ancient times for 
their knowledge of astronomy { . 

* Going in and out, we should luppose, with every angle. 
Should any one, do this with a rule at St. Paui'g Cathedral, it 
ia probable he might compaas a wile. 

f The largest pyramid is 1 10 feet higher than St. Paul's, Mrith 
abase occupying about the same area as l.inroln's Ind Fields. 

X The advantageous situatiou of Bab}lo i, which was built upoi^ 
a wide, exteuded, flat country, where Ao mouiitaiua bounded the 
prospect ; the constant clearness and serenity of the air in tha^ 

k2 
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Notwitlistanding the opinions of many, that this 
tower was bnilt expressly for astronomical purposes, 
it appears certain that it was used as a temple also : 
for the riches of it were immense ; consisting of sta- 
tues, tables, censors, cups, and other sacred vessels, 
all of massy gold. Among these was a statue, weigU- 
ing a thousand talents of Babylon, forty feet high. 
Indeed, so rich was this temple, that Diodorus does 
not hesitate to value all it contaiiuid at not less than 
six thousand three hundred Babylonian talents of 
gold ; which implies a sum equivalent to twenty-one 
millions of pounds sterling ! Surely some error must 
have crept into the MS. 

This temple stood till the time of Xerxes. On the 
return of tliat prince from Grcecci he plundered it ; 
and then caused it to be entirely demolished. When 
Alexander retiiriiod from ln<lia. ho formed the design 
of rebuilding it uptm the aiident plan ; and probably, 
had he lived, he would have accomplished his wish. 
Ten thousand men were put to work to clear away the 
rubbish ; but be died in the midst of his preparation. 

Many of the chief enxjtions in this city were 
planned and executed by Semiramis. When she had 
finished tliem, she made a progress through the va- 
rious divisions of Her empire ; and wherever she went 
left monuments of licr magnificence, by many noble 
structures, which she (Tccted, cither for the conve- 
nience or the ornament of her cities*. She was the 
best political economist of ancient times, and may 
truly he stylcnl the first utilitarian : for slie applied 

country, so favourable to tlic free itoiitcmplatioii of the heavetia ; 
perhaps, also, the extraordinary height of the tower of Habel, wfiich 
seems to have been inteudod for an obser?atoi*y ; all thc%e circuin* 
stances were strong motives to engage tliis people to a nioro nice 
observation of the various motions of tiie heavenly boiiies, and the 
regular course of the stars.— Rollin. 

* Diodorus states, tliat in his time many monuments still re- 
niairicd with inscriptions upon them. 
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herself to the formation of causeways, the improve- 
ment of roads, the cutting through mountains, and 
the filling up valleys She applied herself, also, most 
particularly, to the forming of aqueducts, in order 
that water might be conveyed to such* places as 
wanted it: in hot climates desiderata of the first 
importance. 

Valerius Maximus^ records a circumstance of her, 
which paints the influence slie possessed over lier 
people in a very striking manner. One day, as slie 
was dressing herself, word was brought that a tumult 
was raging in the city. Without waiting to dross 
herself, she hurried from her palace with her head 
lialf dressed, and did not return till the disturbance 
was entirely appeased t. 

Wo now pass on to the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, 
because the accouiplishment of tliat dream is con- 
nect(?d wdtli the splendid state of Babylon in the time 
of its glory. This dream was, that J “ he saw a tree 
in the midst of the earth, whoso lieight was great : 
the tree grew, and was strong, and the height of it 
reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end 
of the earth. The leaves were fair, and the fruit 
much ; and in it was meat for all the beasts of the 
field had shadow under it, and tlie fowls of heaven 
dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of 
it. I saw the visions of my head on the bed, and, 
behold, a watcher, and an holy one, came down from 
heaven ; he cried aloud, and said thus : — ‘ Hew 
down the tree, and cut off his branches^ shake oft* his 
leaves, and scatter his fjuit ; let the beasts get away 
from under it, and the fowls from his branches. 

• Val. Max. ix. c. 3. 

*)* A statue \vaf erected ineaeinuryof this action, rcpicsenting 
her in that very attitude, and the undress, which had not prevented 
lier from flying to her duty. 

I Daniel, c. iv. * 

U 
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Nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots in the 
earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the 
tender grass of the field ; and let it be wet with the 
Sew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts 
in the grass of the earth. Ijet his heart be chan^^d 
from man s, and let a licast's heart be given to him. 
This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the 
demand of the word of the holy ones, to the intent 
that the living may know, that the Most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth to whom- 
soever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of 
men/ " 

This dream was expounded by Daniel. “ Let the 
dream be to them, O king, that hate thcc ; and the 
interpretation thereof to thine enemies.” The pro- 
phet then declared, ‘‘^hat the king should be driven 
from the company of men for seven years ; should be 
reduced to the fellowship of the beasts of the field, 
and feed upon grass like oxen ; that Ins kingdom 
should, nevertheless, be preserved for him, and ho 
should repossess his throne, when he should have 
learnt to know and acknowledge, that all power is 
from above, and cometh from heaven.” 

At the end of twelve months, as Nebuchadnezzar 
was walking in his palace, and admiring the beauty 
and magnificence of his buildings, ho became so 
elated at the sight of the structures he had erected, 
that ho exclaimed — “ Is not this great Babylon, that 
I have built for the house of the kingdom by the 
might of my power, and for the honour of my ma- 
jesty ?” In an instant, a xp'co came from heaven 
declaratory of his fate, and his understanding was 
tiiken from him. He was driven from men, and did 
eat grass like oxen, and his body was wet with tho 
dew of heaven ; till his hairs were grown like eagles' 
feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. * 

At the expiration of seven years he recovered his 
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intellectual powers. He was restored to his throne, 
and became more powerful than he had been before. 
At this period he is supposed to have built the 
hanging gardens, which have been so celebrated hi 
every age. Amytis, his wife, having been bred in 
iVledia, — for she was the daughter of Astyages, king 
of that country, — had been much taken with the 
mountains and woody parts of her native country, 
and therefore desired to have something like it at 
Babylon. To gratify this passion, the king, her 
husband, raised the hanging gardens. Dioflorus, 
however, ascribes them to Cyrus ; and states that 
lie built them to gratify a courtezan. 

They are thus described by Quintus Curtiua 
“ Near the castle are those wonders, which arc so 
often celebrated by the Greek poets; gardens ele- 
vated in the air, consisting of entire groves of trees, 
growing as higli as the tops of the tow^ers, marvel- 
lously beautiful and pleasant from their height and 
shade. The whole weight of them is sustained and 
borne up by huge pillars, upon which there is a floor 
of square stone, that both uplioldcth the earth, that 
lies deep on the pillar, and also the cisterns with 
which it is watered. The trees that grow upon this 
are many of them eight cubits in circumference, and 
every thing is as fruitful as if they grew on the 
natural ^ound ; and, although process of time de- 
stroys things made by mortal hands, and also even 
the works of nature, yet this terrace, although opf- 
pressed with the weight of so much earth, and so 
great a multitude of trees, still remains unperished, 
being held up by seventy broad walls, distant from 
each other about eleven feet. When these trees 
(concludes Curtius), are seen afar off, they seem to 
be a wood growing upon a mountain,” This may 
well be, since they comprised a square of about four 
hundred feet on every side, and were carried up into 
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tbd W in the manner of several large terracee* dne 
^boye another, tilUthe highest equalled the beigiit ol 
.walls of the city, !Clie floora wre Jaid, out 
the top of the arches were first- laid 
Jarge fiat stones, six^h feet long, and jfour'feet 
broad; and over them a layeif of reed, pnixed with 
a great quantity of bitunietif ; pver which were 
two -rows of bricks, closely cemented by plaister ; 
and thort, over- all, wefe laid ^tliiclc sheets of lead; 
and, lastly, upon the lead a vast quantity of mould. 
The mould was Of sufficient dcptli to let grow very 
large trees, and such were planted in -it, together 
with other trees, and every doscription of plant and 
flower, that was esteemed proper for shrubberies and 
flower-gardens. To improve all this, there was, on 
the higliest of the terraces, a wjiter-eiigine, to draw 
tlie water out of the river below, wherewith to water 
the whole garden t. 

Besides all this, there wore magazines for com 
and provision, capable of maintaining the inhabitants 
for twenty years ; and arsenals, which supplied with 
arms such a number of fighting men, as seemed equal 
to the conquest or defence of the whole monarchy. 

If Babylon was indebted to Nebuchadnezzar for 
many great buildings, it was still more so to his 

* Diodorus; Pridcaux. 

t “ The hanging gardens," says Major Rennell, “ as they are 
called, had an area of about three acres and a half, and in them 
were grown trees of considerable size ; and it is not improbable, 
that they were of a s{K^cie8 dilFcrent from those of tho natiiml 
growth of the alluvial soil of Babylonia. These trees may have been 
perpetuated in the same sjiot where thsygrcw (or seeds from thorn), 
notwithstanding that the terraces may have subsided, by the cnim. 
bling of the piers and walls that supported them ; the ruins of which 
may form the very eminences, spoken of by M. Niebuhr, and which 
are covered with a particular kind of trees.” That is, with trees di^ 
ferent from any that grow betw'cen the ruins and the Persian gulf, 
in which space no other trees are to be found but date and othet- 
fniit fceees. 
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dauglitor^ Niiocrrs. . She , ereeted a great inuliHti^> 

' and anhmgBt the rest, one of the.gfttes; On 
she oansea # bo inscribed , a command to her sjiicc^^ 

* sore, that, when she should be buried under % tiobb " 
of them Hhoald open the tomb io touch the treasure 
\Yhioh laid thoteV unless impelle(f by some* great and 
ovefwhclming neces'sity. Many years passed away, 
ahd no one opened it. At length Dai^s came to the 
city. Reading the inscription, Ikj caused the tomb 
to be opened; but alas ! instead of finding the vast 
treasures he had expected, he beheld only this inscrip- 
tion : — hadst 7iot an insatMle thirst for 
^onei/, and a most sordid arariclous soul^ thou 
wouldst nener hu'te broken open the monuments of the 
deadV 

Astyages, king of the Medes, was succeeded by 
Cyaxares, uncle to Cyi^is. Cyaxares, learning that 
the king of Babylon had made great prepara- 
tions against him, sent for Cyrus, son of Cambyses, 
king of Persia, and placed him at the head of his 
army. Before marching, Cyrus addressed those 
officers who had followed him from Persia, in the 
following manner. “Do you know the nature of the 
enemy you have to deal with ? They are soft, efiemi-^ 
nate, enervated men, already half conquered by their 
own luxury and voluptuousness ; men not able to 
bear eitlicr hunger or thirst; equally incapable of 
supporting either 'the toil of war, or the sight of 
danger: whereas you, that are inured, from your 
infancy, to a sober and hard way of living ; to you, 
J say, hunger and tljirst are but as sauce, and the 
only sauce, to your meals ; fatigues are your pleasure ; 
dangers are your delight ; and the love of your coun- 
try, and of glory, your only passion. Besides, the 
justice of our cause is another considerable advan- 
tage. They are the aggressors. It is the enemy that 
attacks us ; and it is our friends and allies that #quire 
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our aid. Can any thing be more juat than to Topel 
the injury they would bring upon us ? Is there any 
thing more honourable, than to fly to the assistance 
of our friends ? But what ought to be the principal 
motive of your confidence is, that I do not engage in 
this expedition without having first consulted the 
gods, and implored their protection ; for you know 
it is my custom to begin all my actions, and all my 
undertakings, in that manner.** 

Cyrus, after several battles, laid siege to Babylon. 
It was in the days of Belshazzar. That prince was 
absorbed in luxury and sloth. A great /estival was 
to be held within the palace, and Cyrus heard of it. 
He prepared himself, therefore, and all his Jirmy. 
The court, in the meantime, was rife in every species 
of dance, feast, and revelry. In the pride of his 
heart, Belshazzar ordered all the gold and silver ves- 
sels, which had been taken from the temple of Jeru- 
salem, to be brought to the banqueting-rooin ; and 
ho and his officers, and his wives aqd his concubines, 
drank out of them. No sooner was this jdone, than 
the fingers of a man's hand came out from the wall, 
and wrote over tlie candlestif^k upon the plaster. 

The king saw the hand ; and when he saw it “his 
countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled 
him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and 
his knees smote one against another.** 

lie summoned the magi, and made proclamation. 
Whoever shall read this writing, and show me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, 
and have a chain about his n^ck, and shall be tha 
third ruler in the kingdom.** Daniel, the prophet, 
interpreted this writing. “ This is the writing that 
was written : Mene Mene, Tkkel, Upiiarsin. This 
is the interpretation of the thing. Mene ; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. Tekel; 
thou mrt weighed in the balances, and found want- 
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ing. Peres ; thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Persians 

Notwithstanding this interpretation, Belshazzar 
continued the feast, and to grace it the more, performed 
his promise. He commanded, and they clothed 
Daniel w^ith scarlet, and put a chain of gold about 
his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, 
that ho should be the third ruler of the kingdom." 

In the meantime, Cyrus, well aware of the riot 
and luxury prevailing in the king's palace, entered 
the city by the river, the waters of which he had 
managed to be drawn dry, by means of the sluices. 
He and his army entered through the gates of brass, 
which opened on the quays. This they did in two 
divisions ; then they proceeded through the city ; 
met before the palace ; slew the guards ; and some of 
the company having come out to see what was the 
^ cause of the noise they heard, the soldiers rushed in 
and immediately made themselves masters of the 
palace. The k^g, however, in this last extremity, 
acted ill a manner inoi*e worthy than might have been 
expected. He put himself at the head of those wdio 
were inclined to 8U])port him ; but he was quickly 
despatched, and all those that were with him. Thus 
terminated the Babylonian empire, after a duration 
of two hundred and ten years, from the beginning of 
the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, who was its founder ; 
and the fate of which had been so truly foretold. 

“Babylon, the glory of kingdoms," says Isaiah, 
“ and the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall 
be as when God ov^prthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It shall never be inhabited ; neither shall it be dwelt 
in from generation to generation ; neither shall the 
Arabians pitch their tent there; neither shall the 
shepherds niake^ their fold there ; but wild beasts of 
, the desert shall lie there ; and their houses shall be 
* Doitiel, oh. v., ver. 25. » 
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full of doleful creatures ; and owls sliall dwell there, 
and satyrs shall dance there ; and the wild beasts of 
the island shall cry in their desolate houses, and dra- 
gons in their pleasant palaces. I will also make it 
a possession for the bittern and pools of water ; and 
I will sweep it with the bosom of destruction.” 
Events answered the prophecy, though not precisely 
at this time 

From this period Babylon belonged to the Persian 
kings : but having become greatly affronted by the 
transference of tlie royal court to Susa, the inhabitants 
revolted. By this insult, they drew upon thorn- 
selves the whole force of the IVrsian empire. The 
inhabitants had provided themselves with every 
necessary to support a siege. But lest it might last 
longer than they anticipated, they put tlie most bar- 
barous act in practice tliat ever had then been heard 
of from the creation of the world. Tliey assembled all 
their wives and children, and strangled them ; no 
man iKjing allowed to preserve mc^c than one wife 
and a servant to do the necessary business of his 
house. The siege lasted eighteen months. Darius 
himself began to despair. 

Some friends having taken the liberty, one day, to 
propose the question to Darius, who was then holding 

♦ Isaiaii xiii. 19, 22 ; xiv. 23, 24. — It lii-is l)cen well observed by 
Bishop Newton, that it must afford all readers of an exalted taste 
and generous sentiments, <a very sensible pleasure to hear the pro- 
phets exulting over snob tyrants and oppressors ns the kings of 
Assyria. “ In the fourteenth chapter of Isaiah/' continues he, 
** there is an Epinikion, or a triumphant ode upon the fall of 
Babylon. It represents the infernal m^Aisions as moved, and tho 
ghosts of deceased tyrants as rising to meet the king of Babylon, 
and congratulate his coming among them."— ** It ‘ is really ad- 
mirahle for the severest strokes of irony as well as for the siiblioiest 
strains of poetry. The Greek poet Alcoeus, who is celebrated for 
his hatred to tyrants, and whose odes were animated with the spirit 
of liberty no loss than with the spirit of poetry, we may presume 
to say, never wrote any thing comparable to it." 
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a pomegranate in Ins hand : — “ What good is there 
you would wish to multiply as often as that fruit 
contains seeds?” “Such friends as Zopynis,” answered 
the king, without hesitation. This answer threw 
Zopyms into one of those paroxysms of zeal, which 
can only he justified by the seutiuicnt that gives 
them birth. 

One morning the king observed one of his courtiers 
make his appearance before him, bathed in blood, with 
his ears and nose entirely cut off, and his whole body 
wounded in many places. When Darius saw this, 
he started from his throne, advanced to the wounded 
person, and eagerly inquired of him who had treated 
him in so teiTiblc a manner? “ Yon, yourself, O 
king I” answered ZopjTus. “ I^Ty wish to render 
you a service lias put me in this condition. As I 
was persuaded that you would never have consented 
to this method, 1 hav,o consulted none but the zeal 1 
have for your servici'.” He then told the king that 
he had formed t^ie plan of going over to the enemy 
in that condition. 

If is plan wdll be ex])laincd in the result. He left 
the camp, and jirocecded to the walls of Babylon, 
When he arrived before the gates, he told the Baby- 
lonians who lie was. He was immediately admitted 
and carried before the governor. There he com- 
plained of Darius, accusing him of having reduced 
him to such an unfortunate condition ; and that 
because he bad advised him to give up the siege. 
Saying this, ho offered his services to the governor 
and ])eople of Babylon: stating that his revenge 
would be a sufficient stimulus and reward for his 
exertions; and that he would be found fully ade- 
quate to cope with the enemy, since he was well 
acquainted wnth all the arts, and discipline, and strata- 
gems of the Persians. 

When the Babylouians heard all this, and saw the 
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dreadful condition in which Zopyriis was, they gave 
him the command of as many troops as he desired. 
With these he made a sally, and cut off more than a 
thousand of the enemy : Darius having previously 
concerted with him. In a few days he made an- 
other sally, when he cut off double the number. In 
a third he destroyed not loss than four thousand. 
‘‘ Nothing," say the historians, was now talked of 
but the condition and success of Zopyrus.” This 
was, iudec^d, so much the case, that he was at length 
appointed conimander<^in>chief. The whole matter, 
as i^e have stated before, was a stratagem between 
Zopyrus and Darius. Now, then, as Zoj^yrus had 
become master of the forces, he sent intelligence to 
the, king. The king approached with his army. 
Zopyrus opened the gates, and the city was delivered 
into the king's hands. 

No sooner did Darius find himself master of tho 
town, than he ordered its hunefred gates to be pulled 
down, and its walls to be partly demolished * : buf, 
in order to keep up the population, he caused fifty 
thousand w-omen to be brought from the several 
provinces of his empire to supply the place of those 
the inhabitants had so cruelly destroyed at tho be- 
ginning of the siege ; and for having perpetrated that 


• Partly, not entirely. ** Herodutus Biates llwU Darius Hyi- 
taspcB, oil the taking of Babylon by the stratagem of Zopyrus, 

* levelled the walls aud took away the gates, neither of which 
Cyrus liad done.’ But let it be reniaikcd that Darius liM a 
century and a half before Alexander, in whoso time the walls 
appear to have been in the original state ; or, at least, nothing is 
said that implies the contrary; and it cannot be believed, if 
Darius had taken tlio trouble to level thirty-four miles of so pro- 
digious a rampart as that of Babylon, that ever it would have been 
rebuilt in the manner described by Cteaias, Clitarclius, and utbcia, 
who dr^teribe it at a much later period. Besides, it would have 
been quite unnecessary to level more than a part of tho wall; and 
in this way, probably, the historian ought to bo understood.*'— 
Rsmmbll. • 
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horrific act, he caused three thousand of the most 
distinguished of the nobility to be crucified*. 

Babylon remained in the possession of the kings 
of Persia for scyeral generations t. But it soon 
ceased to be a royal residence, the sovereigns having 
chosen to reside cither at Shusan, Ecbatanq., or Per* 
sepolb; and, the better to reduce it to ruin, they 
built St‘lcucia in its neighbourhood, and caused 
the chief portion of its inhabitants to remove to 
Ctesiphon. 

The course of our subject now descends to the 
time, when Darius Codomanus became sovereign of 
Babylon, in right of being king of Persia. This 
prince was conquered at the Graniciis by Alexander. 
Not long after, he lost another battle ; viz. that of 
Arbela: after which the conqueror made what' is 
csilled his triumphant entry” iuto Babylon. He 
entered, we are told, at the head of his army, as if 
he had been marching to a battle. ‘‘ The walls,” 
says the historian, “ were lined with people, notwith* 
standing the greatest part of the citizens were gone 
out before, from the impatient desire they had to see 
their new sovereign, whose renown had far out- 
stripped his march. The governor and guardian of 
the treasure strewed the str^t with flowers, and 
raised on both sides of the way silver altars, which 
smoked not only with frankincense, but the most 
fragrant perfumes of every kind. Last of all, came the 
presents, which were made to the king ; viz. herds 
of cattle and a great number of horses ; also lions 
and panthers, which were carried in cages. After 
these the magi walked, singing hymns after the 

* Herod. Thalia, c. ▼. ch. ix, 

f Cyrus ; Camby^es ; Smerdis Magus ; Darius tho son of Hys. 
taspes ; Xerxes I. ; Artaxerxes Longimanus ; Xerxes II. ; Sog- 
dianus ; Darius Nothus; Artaxerxes Muemon ; Artaxorxei Oohua; 
Arses ; and Darius Codomanus.^ 
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manner of their country; then the .Chal4£eaiiSy accom- 
panied by the Babylonian soothsayers and musicians. 
It was customary for the lattet to ising the praises of 
their l^ing to their instruinonts ; ahd the Chaldeeans 
to observe the motion of the planets and the vicissi- 
tudes of seasons." “ The r^V,*' continues tho author, 
from whom we quoto, “ was brought up ^ the 
Babylonish cavalry, 'which, both men anrl horsemen, 
were so sumptuous, that imagination can scarce 
reach their magnificence.” The king caused 'tiie 
people to •'walk after his infantry, and, himself sur- 
rounded by his guards, and seated on a chariot, 
entered the city, and from thence rode to the palace. 
On the next day he. took a survey of all Darius' 
money and movables. These, however, he did’ not 
keep to himself. He distributed a large . portion of 
it to .his troops : giving to each Macedonian horse- 
man fifteen^ pbuiuls ; , to each mercenary horseman 
about five pounds ; to every Macedonian foot- soldier, 
five pounds; and to every one of the rest two 
mouths of their ordinary pay. Nor did lie stop . 
there. He gave ordcr<3, that all the temples which 
had been thrown down by the order of Xerxc» 
should be rebuilt j most cspepially that of .Bclug. 

On his second visit to this city, he- 'was mot some 
miles from the town by a deputation of old men,, 
who told him that the stars had indicated that, if he 
ventured into the city, some signal misfortune would 
befal him. At first the king was greatly alarmed 
and perplexed. But having consulted some Greek phi- 
losophers who cliance<l to he in his army, they threw 
such contempt on astrology in general, and the 
Babylonish astrologerstin particular, that he resolved 
to contjaiie his march, and the same day entered the 
city'^th all his army. 

Soon' after this, designing to raise a monument to 
liis friend IlephaBstipn, he caused nebrly six furlongs 



of tKe oitf wall" bo beat down ; and having got 
together a vast number of skilfttl workmen, he built 
a very magnificent nmnufiumtal structure ovct the 
pait he had causea to be levelled. 

'^at the reader may have a distinct idea of the 
grandeur of th^is structure, it is necessary to admit a 
fnl! account of it. It is thus given in Rollings 
History ' of Alexander” : — It was divided into 
thirty parts, in each of which was raided a uniform 
building, the roof of which was covered with great 
planks of palm*tree wood. The whole formed a 
perfect square, the circumference of which was 
adorned with extraordinary magnificence. Each 
side was a furlong, or an hundred fathoms in length. 
At the foot of it, and in the first row, there was set 
two hundred and forty- four prows of ships gilded, on 
the buttresses or Supporters whereof the statues of 
two archers, four cubits high, with one knee on “the 
ground, were fixed ; and two other statues, in an 
upright posture, completely armed, bigger than the 
life, being five cubits in height. The spaces between 
the rows were spread and adorned with scarlet cloth. 
Over these prows was a colonnade of large flambeaux 
which, ending at top, terminated towards eagles, which, 
with their heads turned downwards, and extended 
wings, served as capitals. Dragons fixed near, oy 
upon tho base, turned their heads upwards towards 
the eagles. Over this colonnade stood a third, in the 
base of which was represented, in relievo, a party of 
hunting animals of every kind. On the superior" 
order, that is, the fourth, tho combat of Centaurs was 
represented in gold. Finally, on the fifth, golden 
figures, representing lions and bulls, were placed 
• alternately. The whole edifice terminated with mili- 
tary trophies after the Macedonian and Babylonian 
fashion^ as so many symbols of the victory of the 
fanner, and the defeat of the latter. On the enta- 
VOL. I. t L 
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blatures and roofs were represented S3n:ens, the hollow 
hodies*of which were filled, but in an imperceptible < 
manner, with musicians, who sans mournful airs and 
dirges in honour of the deceased; This edifice was 
upwards of one hundred and thirty cubits high ; that 
is, one hundred and ninety-five feet. The beauty 
and the design of this structure,'* concludes our author, 
the singularity and magnificence of the decorations, 
and the several ornaments of it, surpassed the most 
w’onderful productions of fancy, and were all in 
exquisite taste. The designer and architect of 
the whole, was Stasicrates ; he who offered to cut 
Mount Athos into the shape of a man. The cost of 
this monument was no less than twelve thousand 
talents ; that is, more than one million eight hundred 
thousand pounds!” 

Alexander resided at Babylon more than a year. 
During this time he planned a multitude of things ; 
amongst which, we are told that, finding Babylon 
to surpass in extent, in conveniency, and in whatever 
can bo wished, either for the necessities or pleasures 
of life, all thtj other cities of the East, he resolved to 
make it the scfit of his empire^. With this view he 
planned many improvements, and undertook some ; 
and would have, doubtless, accomplished, much that 
he intended, for he was still but a very young man, 
when death cut him short in the midst of his career— 

Leaving a iiaTne, at >vliich the world grew pale, 

To }ioiiit a mor.ii, or adorn a tale f. 

^ “ Babylon was designed by Alexander to be not only tlie capital 
o^is empire, but also a great port and naval arsenal. To contain 
his fleet, he ordered a basin to be exclivated, capable of admitting a 
thousand sail, to which were to be added docks and xnagozines for 
stores. The ships of Nearchus, as well as others from Phoenida, 
were already arrived. They had been taken to pieces on the 
diterranean const, and conveyed overland to Tbapsacus, where they 
had been put together, and then navigated down the Euphrates. 
The object of all this was to enable him to invade Arabia, 
t Sir John Malcolm says, that many traditions still exist in 
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And this calls to our recollection the prophecies which 
had been uttered : — “I will cut off from Babylon 
the name and remnant/* I will make it a possession 
for the bittern/* “ I will' sweep it with the besom 
of destruction/* It shall never be inhabited; neither 
shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation/* 
Such was the fate of this city ; insomuch that, in 
process of time it became entirely forsaken, and the 
Persian kings made a park among its ruins, in which 
they kept wild beasts for hunting* Instead of citi- 
zens, there were boars, leopards, bears, deer, and 
wild asses. Nothing remained but portions of its 
walls, a great part even of these at last fell down. 
They were never repaired, and for many ages, so great 
was the ruin, that even the remains of it were supposed 
to have been swept from the face of the earth *. 

Peraia, in regard to tbia wonderful person. Amongst otben, 
Ibis : — The astrolugcrs bad foretold, that when Alexander’s drat ii 
was near, he would place his throne where the earth was of irou 
and the sky of gold. When the hero, fatigued with conquest, 
directed hia march towards Greece, he was one day seized with a. 
bleeding at the nose. A general who was near, unlacing his coat 
of mail, spread it for his prince to sit on ; and, to defend him fiom 
the sun, held a golden shield over his head. AVhen Alexander 
saw himself in this situation, ho exclaimed, * The prediction of the 
astrologers is accomplished, 1 no longer belong to the living ! Alasl 
that tbo work of my youth should be finished ! Alas 1 that the 
plant of the spring should be cut down like the ripened tfec of 
autumn!' Ho wrote to his mother, saying, he should shoitly 
quit the earth and puss to tho regions of the dead. He requested 
that tho alms given ut hie death should be bestowed on such as had 
never seen the misenes of the Woild, and who had never lost those 
who were dear to them. In conformity to his will, his mother 
sought, but in vain, for such jftrsons. All had tasted the woes and 
griefs of life ; all had lost those whom they loved. She found in 
this a consolation which her son bad intended, for her great loss. 
She saw that her own was the common lot of humanity.” 

* In describing the overthrow, the prophet is admirable ; rising 
by. a judicious gradation into all tbe pomp of horror. 9 . d* 
Now, indeed, it is thronged with citizens ; but the hour is oomingf 
when it shall be entirely depopulated, and net so much as a single 
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. . A short time after the death of Alexander, BabyloA 
heoamoa theatre for hostility between Demetrius 
and Seleucug. Seleucus had got possession of the 
city. When Antigonua Itfamed this, he sent his son, 
Demetrius, with an army to drive him out of it. 
Demetrius, according to his father s order, gathered 
all the force he could command at Damascus, and 
marched thence to Babylon ; where, finding that 
Seleucus had gone into Media, he entered the city 
without opposition ; but, to his great surprise and 
mortification, he found it in great part deserted. 
The cause was this : Seleucus had left the town under 
the charge of a governor named Patroclcs. When 
Demetrius was within a short distance, tiiis governor 
retreated out of the walls into the fens, and com- 
manded all persons to fly from the city. This mnl- 
titudes of them did ; some into the deserts, and 
others beyond the Tigris. Demetrius, finding the 
town deserted, laid siege to the castles ; for there 
wore two, both well garrisoned and of large extent. 
One of these castles he took ; and, having plundered 
not only the city, but the whole province, of every 
thing he could lay his hands on, he returned to his 

inhabitant left. — Lest you should think, that in process of time it 
may be re<edified, and of^aiu abound wth joyful multitudes, it shall 
never be inhabited moi'o ; no, never to be dwelt in any more, from 
generation to genoi'ation ; but shall continue a dismal waste, through 
all succeeding ages. — A waste so dismal, that none of the iteigh* 
bonring shepherds shall make their fold, or And so much aa on 
occasional shelter for their Socks; where kings, grandees, and 
crowds of affluent citizens were wont to repose themselves in pro. 
found tranquillity. Even the rude and roving Arabian shall not 
venture to pitch his tent, nor he ablelo procure for himself the poor 
accommodation of o night’s lodging; where millions of polite people 
basked ht the 'sunshine of profuse prospority.— In short ; it shall 
neither be habitable, nor accessible ! but a dwelling place for dra- 
gons, and a court for owls ; an astonishment, and a hissing. What 
Was' once the golden city, and the metropolis of the world, shall be 
an everUsting scone of desolation, a fearful monument of divine 
vengeance, and an awful admonition to human pride.*’ 
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father, leaving a garrison. The robbery, however, 
did not go unpuniriied ; for the Babylontandhvere so 
grievously offended at it, that, at the return of Seleu- 
cus, they received him with open arms; and thus 
began the true reign of Seleucus. That prince, how- 
ever, did not long make Babylon his capital. He 
built Seleucia on the western bank of the Tigris, 
forty miles from Babylon, over against the spot wh^ 
now stands the city of Bagdad. To this new city, 
Seleucus invited the Babylonians generally to trans- 
plant themselves. This they did, and Babylon became, 
in process of time, so desolate, that Strabo assures 
us* that, in his time, Babylon, ‘‘ once tlie greatest 
city that the sun ever saw,” had nothing left but its 
walls The area had been ploughed. 

In the fourth century St. Jerome notes, that 
Babylon was become a park for the Parthian and 
afterwards for the Persian kings to keep their wild 
beasts for hunting in ; the walls being kept up to 
serve for a fence for the enclosure. No writer for 
several hundred years has been found to mention this 
city from this time, till Benjamin of Tudelat (in 
Navarre) visited the spot, and related, on his return, 
that he had stood where this old city had formerly 
stood ; and that he had found it wholly desolated 
and destroyed. Some ruins,” said he, “ of Nebu- 
chadnezzar s palace remain ; but men are afraid to go 
near them on account of the multitude of serpents 
and scorpions there are in the place." 

It was afterwards visited by the celebrated Por- 
tuguese traveller, Texeira, w^ho says, “ That there 
was, in his time, only a few footsteps of this famous 
city ; and that there was' no place in all that country 

* About the middle of the second century, when Strabo was 
there, the walls were reduced to fifty cubita in height, and twenty- 
one in breadth. 

' *t* About the year 1169. 
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less freqtiented.” In 1574 it was visited by a Ger- 
man tispreller, Ran wolf. “The village of Elugo," 
says he, “ Heth on the place where formerly old 
Babylon, the metropolis of Chaldea, did stand. 
The harbour lieth a quarter of a league off, where- 
unto those use to go that intend to travel by land 
to the famous city of Bagdad, which is situated 
further to the east on the river Tigris, at a day and 
a half's distance. This country is so dry and barren 
that it cannot be tilled, and so bare that I should 
have doubted very much, whether this potent and 
■powerful city (which once was the most stately and 
famous one of the world, situated in the pleasant 
and fruitful country of Sinar,) did stand there ; if I 
had not known it by its situation, and several an- 
cient and delicate antiquities, that still are standing 
hereabout in great desolation*. First, by the old 
bridge, which was laid over the Euphrates, whereof 
there are some pieces and arches still remaining, built 
of burned brick, and so strong, that it is admirable. 
Just before the village of Elngo is tho hill whereon 
the castle did stand, in a plain, whereon you may 
still see some mins of the fc^ification, which is quite 
demolished and uninhabited. Behind it, and pi^ty 
near to it, did stand the tower of Babylon. This 
we see still, and it is half a league ill diameter ; but 

* The soil of Babylonin, in the time of Heradotus, may be in no 
small degree judged of by tvliat that histoiian states : — “ Of all coun- 
tries/ which have come under my observation, this is far the most 
firuitful in corn. Fruitptrees, such as the vine, the olive, and tho 
fig, they do not oven attempt to cul^vate ; but the soil is so pAr. 
ticularly well adapted for corn, that it never produces less than 
two-hundredfold ; in seasons which are remarkably favourable U 
will sometimes produce three hundred ; tho ear of their wheat as 
well as barley is four digits in size. The immense height to which 
millet will grow, although I have witnessed it mysilf, I know not 
how to mention. I am well aware that they who have not wit- 
nessed the country will deem whatever I may say upon the subject, 
a violation of probability. ”^Cuo, cxcixi, 
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SO mightilj ruined and 16w, and so full of venomous 
reptil^, that have bored holes through it^^that one 
may not come near it within half a mile, but only in 
two months in the winter, when they come not out 
of their holes*,” 

The next traveller that visited Babylon appears 
to have been Della Valle ([a. d. 1616). When 
at Bagdad he was led, by curiosity rather than busi- 
ness, to visit Babylon, which, says, he, was well 
known to the people in that city, as well by its name 
of Babel, as by the traditions concerning it. Ho 
found,” says Rennell, at no great distance^ from the 
eastern bank of the Euphrates, a vast heap of ruins, 
of so heterogeneous a kind, that, as he expresses it, 
he could find nothing whereon to fix his judgment as 
to what it might have been in its original sta^e. He 
recollected the descriptions of the tower of Belus, in 
the writings of the ancients, and supposed that this 
might be the ruins of it.” He then proceeds to give 
measurements ; but better accounts have been re- 
ceived since. 

Tho'remains of Babylon have been visited in our 
times by several accomplished travellers, amongst 
whom may be especially noted Mr. Rich and . Sir 
Robert Ker Porter. The former of these travellers has 
given the most distinct and circumstantial account ; 
but, before we state what he has afforded us, we afford 
space for that passage of Sir Robert, in which he 
describes his first entry into the scene. . 

‘‘We now pame to the north-cast shore of the 
Euphrates, hitherto ^tally excluded from our view 
by the intervening long and varied lines of min, 
which now proclaimed to us, on every side, that wet 
wore indeed in the midst of ^hat bad been Babylon. 

* copy of Bauwolf ’s irork in the Bntith MiiBeum, 

enriched by a multitudo of MS. notes by Grouoviiis^ to Whom it 
would seem the copy onee belonged. . 
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.From the point, on which Ve stood, to ilfe bnse of 
the Mujeli^e, Isurge masses of ancient foundations 
spread on bnr right, more resembling natural hills in 
appearance', than mounds covering the remains of 
former great* and splendid edifices. The whole view 
was particularly solemn.. The majestic stream of tho 
Euphrates wandering in solitude, like a pilgrim mon- 
arch through the silent mins of his devastated king^ 
doiPf still a])pearcd a noble river^ even undeits/all the 
disadvantages of its desert-tracked course: Its banke 
were hoary with reeds, and the grey osier willows 
were yet there, on which the captives of Israel hung 
up their Iiarps, and, while ‘Jermalem wa>s not^ refused 
to be comforted. But how is the rest of the scene 
changed since then ! At that time, these broken hills 
were palaces; those long, undulating mounds, streets; 
this vast solitude, filled with the busy subjects of the 
proud daughter of the East ! now, ‘ wasted with 
misery^' her habitations are not to ho found ; and, 
for herself, ‘ the wm^m is spread over her.* The banks 
of the Euphrates are, iieycrthelcss, still covered with 
willows, as they were in ancient times*.” 

> For the following particulars we are, principally, 
indebted to Mr. Rich, several years British minister 
at Bagdad, The town of Hillah, enclosed within a 
brick wall, and known to have been built in the 
twelfth century, stands upon the western banks of 
the Euphrates (latitude thirty-two degrees, twenty- 
eight minutes). It is forty-eight miles south of 
Bagdad. The country, for miles around, is a flat, 

* By tlie rivers of pabylon, there We sat down ; yea, we W’cpt, 
when we rotneinbered Zion. 

„ S. We lianged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 

3^ For there they that carried ns away captive required of us a 
song ; and they, that wasted us, required of us mirthpsaying, Sing 
us one of the songs of Zion. 

4. How shall wis slug the LoH's song in a strange land?-— 
Psalm oxxxvii. 
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uncitUirated waste; but it is traversed^; in difibttM 
directions, by what appear to be the, remains of- 
canals, and by mounds of great m,.agnitudd ; most *of 
which, upon being excavated, are foupd to contain 
bricksj some of which were evidently dried in the 
sun, others baked by a furnace, and stamped with 
inscriptions in a character now unknown/' “The 
soil of the plains of ancient Assyria and Babylonia,” 
says Major Keppey, ‘‘consists of a fine clay, mixed 
with sand, with which, as the , waters iretire, the 
shores are covered. This compost, when dried with 
the heat of the sun, becomes a hai^ and solid mass, 
and forms the finest materials for the beautiful bricks 
for which Babylon was celebrated.” Hillah is built 
of such bricks; but th^re are others of more ancient 
appearance, which, no doubt,' belonged to ancient 
Babylon; since they are stamped with characters, 
which have been ascribed to the Chaldeans. Hillah, 
then, stands upon the site of ancient Babylon : that 
is, a portion of it. 

Though this is certainly tlie case, there are no 
ruins at Hillah;' the nearest being at a distance of 
two miles to the north, and upon the eastern side of , 
the river. The first of these remains consists of a 
vast mound of earth, three thousand three hundred 
feet long, by two thousand four hundred feet broad, 
at its base, curved, at the south side, into the form 
of a quadrant. Its height is sixty feet at the highest 
part: and the whole appears to have been formed by 
the decomposition of 6un>dried bricks, channelled and 
furrowed by the weather ; and having the surface 
strewed with pieces of pottery, bricks, and bitumen. 
This mound is called Amran. 

On the north of this mound is another square, of 
two thoifisand one hundred feet, having one of its 
angle8,-r*to the south-west,— connected with the 
sother by a ridge, three hundred feet broad, and of 
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considerable heiglit. The building, of which this is 
a ruin, seems to have been finished in a very parti- 
cular maiin^^ for the bricks are of the finest descrip- 
tion. “ This is the place,’* says Mr, Kich, “ where 
I^auchamp made his observations, and it is certainly 
the most interesting part of the ruins of Babylon. 
Every vestige discoverable in it declares it to have 
been composed of buildings far superior to all the 
rest, which have loft traces in the eastern quarter : 
the bricks are of the finest description ; and notwith- 
standing this is the grand storehouse of them, and 
that the greatest supplies .have l)een, and are now, 
constantly drawn from it, they appear still to be 
abundant.** 

To the north of this ruin is a yavine, hollowed out 
by brick-acarchers, about three hundred feet long, 
ninety wide, and one hundred and twenty feet deep. 
At the north end of this ravine an opening leads to a 
subterranean passage, floored and walled with large 
bricks, laid in bitumen, and roofed with single slabs 
of sand-stone, three feet thick, and from eight to 
twelve long-. In this passage was found a colossal 
piece of sculpture, in black marble. “ There I dis- 
covered,*’ says Mr. Rich, “what Beauchamp saw 
imperfectly, and understood from the natives to bo 
an idol *. I was told tho same thing t, and that it 

♦ The \7ord8 of Beauchamp arc : — I cniplo}'cd two men for 
three hours in clearing a stone, which they supposed to be an idol. 
Tlie part, which 1 got a sight of, appeared to be nothing but a sliape- 
lesB mass : it was evident, however, that it was not a simple block, 
as it bore the marks of a chisel, and liiere were pretty deep holes in 
it.” Sir Robert Ker Porter says, it ^s a common idea with the 
Tuihif that the real object with Euinpeans, in visiting the banks 
of the Euphrates, is not to explore antiquities, as we pietehd, but 
to make a laborious pilgrimage to these almost shapeless relics of 
a race of unbelievers more ancient than ourselves ; and to perform 
certain mysterious religious rites before them, which excite no small 
cariosity amongst the Faithful to inquire into. 

t It is probable, that many fragments of antiquity, especially o# 
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Eras diacorered by an bid Arab in digging, but that, 
not knowing what to do with it, he covered it up 
again." - On sending for the old man, and he having 
pointed out the spot, Mr. Rich set a number of men 
to work, and, after a day’s hard labour, they laid 
open enough of the statue to show that it was a lion 
of colossal dimensions, standing on a pedestal. Its 
matef^al was a gray granite, and it was of rude 
workmanship. • 

The mound, last described, is called by the natives 
the palace {El Kasr)*, The walls are eight feet 
thick, ornamented with niches, and strengthened by 
pihisters and buttresses, all built of fine brick, laid 
in lime cement of such tenacity, that it cannot be 
separated without breaking. Hence it is, that so 
much of it remains perfect. This remarkable ruin is 
visible from a considerable distance, and is so fresh, 
that it is only upon minute inspection, tRat Mr. Rich 
became satisfied, that it is really a Babylonian remain. 
Near this are several hollows, in which several per- 
sona have lost their lives ; so that no one will now 
venture into them, and their entrances are, therefore, 
become choked with rubbish. 

There are two paths near this ruin, made by the 
workmen, who carry down their bricks to the river 
side, whence they are transported to Hill ah ; and at 
a short distance to the north-north-east the celebrated 
t ree st ands, which is called by the natives Atheld, 

the larger kind, are lost in this manner. The inhabitants call all 
stones, 'with inscriptions or figures on them, idols. — Rich. 

* The mass on which the Kasr stands,*’ says Sir B. K. Porter, 
is above the general level fall seven hundred feet. Its length is 
nearly four hundred yards ; its breadth six hundred ; but its 
fafm is now very irregular. Much of the Mria, which this interest- 
ing spot presented to the Abbd Beauchamp and Mr. Rich in- 1511, 
have now totally disappeared ; the aspect of the summit and sides 
suffering constant changes from the everlasting digging in its appa- 
rently inexhaustible quarries fbr brick of the strongest ^nd finest 
^material. 
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and 'which they assert to have once flourished in the 
hanging gardens ; and which they as religiously 
believe God purposely preserved, that it might aflbrd 
Mahomet a convenient shade, beneath which to tie 
lip his horse, after the battle of Hillah! It is an 
evergreen, of the lignum-vitae species. “ Its trunk 
has oeen originally enormous ; but at last, worn 
away by time, only part of its original circumfCTence, 
hollow and shattered, supports the whole of its yet 
spreading and evergreen branches. They arc parti- 
cularly beautiful, being adorned with long tress-like 
tendrils, resembling* heron-feathers, growing from a 
central stem. These slender and delicate sprays, 
bending towards the ground, gave the whole an 
appearance of a weeping-willow, while their gentle 
waving in the wind made a low and melancholy 
sound. This tree is revered as holy by the Arabs, 
from a tradition among them, that the Almighty 
preserved it here, from the earliest time, to form a 
rt^fugc in after ages for the Caliph AH ,* who, fainting 
with fatigue from the battle of IJillah, found a secure 
repose under its shade. The battle adverted to was 
fought within so short a period after the death of 
Mahomet, that, if any credit is to be given to the 
rest of the tale, the age of the tree must already have 
extended to a thousand years I” 

When Mr, Kinneir visited Hillah the girth of the 
tree was, two feet from the ground, four feet seven 
inches. Its height twenty feet,. 

Nine hundred and fifty yards from the side of the 
river, and about a mile to the north of what is called 
the palace, stands the most remarkable ruin of the ' 
eastern division. This is called Mukallibdy a word 
signifying “ overturned." This was visited, in 1616i, 
by Della Valle, who determined it to be the tower of 
Belus; and -'this opinion has been adopted, errone- 
ously, by Rennell and other writers. It is of an 
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oblong shape, irregular in its height and the mea-^ 
surenient of its sides, which face the cardinal points; 
the northern side being two hundred yak^ls in length ; 
the southern si do, two hundred and ninotpen ; the 
eastern, one hundred and eighty-two; and the western, 
one hundred and thirty-six. The elevation of the 
highest angle, one hundred and fortyTone feet This 
mound is a solid mass. Near its summit appears a 
low wall, with interruptions, built of uoburnt bricks, 
laid in clay mortar of great thickness, having a layer 
of reeds between every layer of bricks. On the north 
side are. vestiges of a similar wall. The south-west 
angle, which is the highest point, tenninates in a 
turret; or, rather,. heaps of rubbish, in digging into 
which, layers of broken burnt brick, cemented with 
mortar, are discovered, and whole bricks, with in- 
scriptions on them, arc here and there found. The 
whole is covered with innumerable fragments of 
brick, pottery, pebbles, bitumen, vitrified scoria, and 
^ven shells, bits of glass, and mother-of-pearl ! When 
Mr. Rich saw all these, he inquired of the Turk, 
that acted as guide, how he imagined the glass and 
mother-of-pearl came there ? — ‘‘ They were brought 
here by the deluge,” answered the Turk. 

In describing this mound, Major Keppell says, that 
ho found it full of large holes. “We entered one of 
them, and found them strewed wifh the carcases and 
skeletons of animals recently killed. The ordure of wild 
beasts was so strong, that prudence got the better of 
curiosity ; for we had no doubt as to the savage 
nature of the inhabitants. Our guides, indeed, told 
us, that all the ruins abounded in lions and other 
wild beasts.” Mr. Rich found, also, quantities of 
porcupine quills ; and most of the cavities he says, 
are peopled with bats and ow;ls. 

The pile on the Mujelib^ is called Haroot and 
Maroot, by the Arabs ; and they believe that, near 
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the foot of the pyramid, there still exists, though 
invisible to mankind, a well, in which those two 
wicked angels were condemned by the Almighty to 
be suspended by the heels until the end of the world, 
a punishment for their vanity and presumption.^ 
In another part of the ruins were found a brass 
pike and some earthen vessels (one of which was 
very thin, and had the remains of fine white varnish 
on the. outside) ; — also a beam of date-tree wood. 
Continuing the work downwards, the men arrived at 
a passage, in which they discovered a wooden colB&n ; 
opening which they found a skeleton, perfect in all 
its pa^s. Under the head was placed a round 
pebble, and a brass ornament was attached to the 
skeleton. On the outside^ another brass ornament 
was found, representing a bird : and a little farther 
on, they discovered the skeleton of a child. No skulls 
were fbund, either here or in the sepulchral urns 
that were at the bank of the river. 

Mr. Rich, also, found a number of urns, in the 
bulwark on the banks of the river. These contcained 
ashes, and bones in sinalb fragments. Comparing 
these remains with the skeletons found in the Mnje- 
lib6, he judiciously remarks, that the two modes of 
sepulture decidedly prove what people they were 
who wereeo interred. There is, I believe,” he adds, 
no reason to suppose that the Babylonians burnt 
their dead : the old Persians, we know, never did." 
It was the common usage with the Greeks. “ From 
this he infers," says Porter, that the skeletons in 
the Mujelib6 were the remains pf the ancient people 
of Babylon ; and the urns in the embankment con- 
tained the ashes of Alexanders soldiers." 


* For the story of H&root and Maroot, .see D'Herbelot and 
Riebarda’ Perafan Dictionary } also Kinneir'e Geographical Memoir 
of the Persian Empire. 



RiriNfi OP AKCIBNl!^ CltlfiS^ 159 

From the south-east angle of the Mujelib^^ a 
mound extends in a circubir direction^ and joins the 
Ainran at its south-east angle^ the diameter of the 
swee]) being two miles and a half. . This is supposed 
to have been the fortified enclosure that is desenbed 
by Herodotus as encircling the palace. 

To the north of the Miijclib^ there are no ruins 
of any importance. A few low mounds, however, 
are observed, occurring at intervals, on each side of 
the road from Hillah to Bagdad ; but they are of an 
insignificant character, and,' from their situation, 
they are supposed to have betm burying-places out- 
side the city, rather than buildings within its walls. 

The Mujelibe is supposed to have been a Babylo- 
nian mausoleum* rather than a temple of worship. 
In respect to the other ruins, it is probable that the 
Kasr and adjacent mounds are the remains of the 
royal palace, with its hanging gardens, enclosed with 
the circular mound, which formed the outer wall of 
the palace mentioned by Herodotus, and described 
more in detail by Jliodorus, 

Two or three miles upwards from the river, are 
the remains of what have, hitherto, been considered 
remains of canals. A recent traveller’*^, however, 
seems inclincul to believe, that they are the remains 
of streets. His reasoning is probable. Canals would 
go all one way ; but most of these cross each other at 
right angles, with immense spaces of open and level 
ground on each side of them. 

We are now to note something in regard to What 
appears on the west^side of the Euphrates. The 
loose and inaccurate accounts of some modem travel- 
lers,"' says Mr. Rich, “ have misled D'Anville and 
Betmell into the belief of there being considerable 
ruins on the lyestcrn side of the river, SHnilar to those 
on the eastern." This, however, does not appeiur to 


* Buckiugliam. 
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batilie case; that is, near to the river. But although 
there are none in the immediate neighbourhood, by ^ 
far the most stupendous and surprising mass of all 
the, ruins of Babylon is situated on this side, about 
six miles from Hillah. This is the toyyer of Babel, 
otherwise the temple of Belus. It is called by the 
Arabs, Bzrg Nemrottd; by the J ews N ebuchadnezzar’ s 
Prison. The shape of this vast ruin is oblong, having ’ 
the appearance of a fallen or decayed pyramid. It is 
two thousand two hundred and eighty-six feet in 
compass at the base ; and, on the west side, it rises 
conically to the height of one hundred and ninety - 
eight feet. “ I visited the Birs," says Mr. Rich, 

“ under circumstances peculiarly favourable to gran- 
deur of effect. The morning was at 'first stormy, and 
threatened a severe fall of rain; hut, as we ap- 
proached the object of our journey, the heavy clouds 
separating, discovered the Biis frowning over the 
"plain, and presenting tho appearance of a circular 
hill, crowned by a tower, with a high ridge extend^ 
ing along the foot of it It being entirely concealed 
from our view, during the fiist part of our ride, pre- 
vented our acquiring the gradual idea, in general so 
prejudicial fo effect, and so particularly lamented by 
those who visit the pyramids. Just as we were 
within the proper distance, it burst at once upon our 
sight, in the midst of rolling masses of thick black 
clouds, partially obcured by that kind of haze whose 
indistinctness is one great cause of sublimity ; whilst 
a few strong catches of stormy light, thrown upon 
the desert in the back ground,^ served to give some 
idea of the immense extent, and dreary solitude, of 
the wastes in which this remarkable ruin stands." 

Two stages of building are visible on the eastern 
side. The lowest is sixty feet high, and is broken in 
the middle by a deep ravine, and intersected on all ' 
sides by channels, made by the winter rains. Tho 
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summit of this first stage was once fiat ; but it is no 
longer so ; its margin having crumbled down so as to 
give this side the appearance of a cone. The second 
stago rises above the first, also, in a conical form, but 
much more steep ; the summit being marked by a 
perpendicular fragment of brick work,; which is pro- 
bably the base of the third stage. 

On the west side, the structure rises at once from 
the plain like a pyramid*; the face being broken in 
different directions, partly by the torrents, and partly 
hy what seems to have been some convulsion of na- 
ture. At the foot of the northern side, vast masses 
of solid brick- work are scattered over tlie rubbish. 
The building is seen to most advantage to the south ; 
for on that side it is by far the most perfect. The 
tower there rises by high and. distinct stages (four), 
receding one within another, in proportion to their 
respective elevations. ‘‘ Here is a ruin," says an 
elegant writer, “ corresponding, in a most surprising 
degree, with the tower of Bolus, as described by 
Herodotus. The total circumference of tho base is 
two thousand' two hundred and eighty-six feet in-- 
stead of onc^ thousand nine hundred and sixty, the 
square of a stadium. The east and west sides remain 
of the original breadth nearly, and a greater portion' 
of rubbish from tho top crumbled down upon their- 
sides, tlie north and s^th are thereby elongated ; the 
present height of thA^n, to the top of the wall, 
is two hundred aim' tht^-fivo feet less than 
on^half of the orimal height — consequently the' 
de&ris round the basraiight be expected to be much 
more considerable, so A to.make the circumfierence of. 
the base greater than it appears to be. But it must 
be remembered, that Alexander the Great, when he 
took possession of Babylon, after the defeat of Darius, 
employed ten thousand men for two months in re-^ 

VOL. I. M 
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moTisg the rubbieh, preparatory to removing the 
tower*. It id probable they had only cleared the 
soath, 8ide> before the work was abandoned ; which 
would account for the south face being more perfect 
than any of the others. If we add to this, that vast 
quantities of the bricks have been taken away by 
the natives of the country, for building modem 
towns, the circumstance that the base so little ex- 
ceeds the dimensions, given by Herodotus, will no 
loiiger ap^ar unaccountable.’* 

On Sir Robert Ker Porter’s second visit to the Birs 
Ninirod, his party descried several dark objects 
moving along the summit of its hill, which they 
construed into dismounted Arabs on the look out, 
while their armed brethren weref lying concealed 
under the southern brow of the mound. Thinking 
this very probable,” says Sir Robert, I took out 
my glass to examine, and soon distinguislied that 
the causes of our alarm v^ere two or three majestic 
lions, taking the air upon the height of the pyramid. 
Perhaps I had never seen so sublime a picture to 
the mind, as well as to th^ eye. They were a species 
of enemy which my party were accustomed to dread 
without any panic fear ; and while we continued to 
advance, though slowly, the hallooing of the people 
made the noble beasts gradually change their posi- 
tion, till, in the course of ^wenty minutes, they 
totally disappeared.” The K"\ty then rode close to 
. the ruins, every now erl tne^ observing the broad 
prints of feet the lions had le,t in the soil. This 
naturally brought to Sir Rol^rt’s recollection that 
part of the scriptures, whemn it is said, ^‘Wild 
beasts of the desert shall be there.” 

At a short distance &om the Birs, and parallel 
with its eastern face, is a mound, not inferior to that 


* c. 16 . 
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of the Kaer in 'elevation, but much longe)^ than it is 
broad. “ On .the top of it ate two oratories,” says 
Mr. Rich. ^‘One, called Mekam Ibrahim Khalib, 
and said to b^ the plade where Ibrahim was thrown 
into the fire by order of Nemroud, who surveyed the 
scene from the Birs ; the other, which is in ruins, 
Makam Saheb Zeman ; but to what part of Mehdy’a 
life it relates, I am ignorant.” 

“They call it," says Sir R. Ker Porter, “ ‘ 
the glory of kingdoms,’ the beauty of the 
excellency. The lady of kingdoms, given to plea- 
sure, that dwelleth carelessly, and sayeth in her heart, 
lam, and there is none else beside me!' But now*, 
in the same expressive language, wc may say, ^ She 
sits as a widow on the ground. There is no more a 
throne for thee, O daughter of the Chaldeans 1* 
And for the abundance of the country, it has Vanished 
as clean away as if ^ the besom of desolation* had, 
indeed, swept it from north to south ; the whole 
land, from the outskirts of Bagdad to the farthest 
stretch of the sight, lying a melancholy corpse ” 

Round the Birs are traces of ruins to a consider- 
able extent ; and near the town of Hillah there are 
several remarkable places ; but as they do not bear 
any very particular relation to Babylon, we here 
close our account, entirely agreeing with Mr, Rich, 
that it is evident, frmn what remains of that cele<* 
brated city, and tbe most favourable 

account handed dowv to ml^^at the public edifices 
which adorned it wele remarkable more for vastness 
of dimensions than elmnee of design, and solidity of 
fiihrio than beauty of ^ecution. 

Though Babylon has universally been considered 
as the largest city that ever existed on the earth, 
thore ^6 some and even very good reasons to believe, 
that it was never so largo as Nineveh. It was 
^ m2 
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Chaldees 
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judeed," says one of the bfeiorians, « that 

should Imto exceeded Ningvth in every 
but Nebuchadneassar did not live long enough, 
nor %o Babylonish empire last long enough, to finish 
the scheme that had been drawn of it." The houses 
wmre not contiguous, bat all built with a void space 
on each side between house and house, so that the 
larger part ^was not built upon. The houses of 
Nineveh^ contiguous. Nineveh, also, 

hod a greater population ; for, in the time of Jonah, 
H had one hundred and twenty fliousand souls, 
^^wh6 could nor did not know their right hand 
from their left/* That is, one hundred and t'wenty 
thousand infants But thougli Nineveh was the 
oldest* and the largest, Babylon has in all sub- 
sequent ages enjoyed the greatest celebrity f . 


* TJi« Hetrow Scriptuici , HermUlas , Xenophon , Valonus 
llaxiiiios ; Diodom Siculus , Plut treh » Aman ; Quintus Curtius ; 
Justin $ ToXtira, Rau%>oU DlUs , Piideaux , Rollto . Bp 
hTenioa, Bcloo, llonnell, Beauchamp, Kinneir; Porter, Mal« 
eolm, Fianklmj; Bicb, Buckiogbiin. 

i* Since thisim vatten, the follourmg account has appeared 
in eoo of the (Jhe Saturday Mogarine) pre- 

sent population of Hiflaht which may average tiom six to seven tbou- 
laod souK coonsts chit fly of Arabs, who havo their own Shnk, hut 
the^ataeulm, or govetnoi of the place, is under Oiepachaof Bagdad, 
and resides m a toitrsss withm the town. There are Waais and 


jtnwkets ou both sides of the river /i 
ArnettiaBS. Ticks, and Jews* Amos^r^ 
these trsders is,^at ^nchesiei^ «th 01 
eikt by the Bui^tes expedihen ss 
by diem, at a pteflt to the selleTs of 
Is nneh earned on m the to* 

fstenery and by boats laden %th n , 

aeflldee most in demand amenlr the^ desert mbea. It would be 
endettS if, fn the progress of eottnoerca and dvdisatioti, the ne^ 
wbendteodo# Babylon should again jbeeome the scene of princely 

S intiktn^ , It Is desenbed in the ^vdsiions ps having ones 
(xtife W, IBh The tnen^ondise orgoM, and silver, and pre* 
steMb and of pearb« and flue Unj|n, and purple, and silk, and 


^The shepkeepcit mo chiefly 
ipertant fact connected with 
igoer goods that were taken 
del, were eagerly bought 
, hundred per cent. There 
,«hoth by camels from the 
dates, tobacco, and other 
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NO. XVIII. — BALBI.C 

Those ruined Bhiincs and towcis, that bccdi 
T he reluB of a splendid die im , 

Amid ivliosc f tiiy lovelmiBS 
Nought hut the 1 ip cn is heard , 
Nought Bfon but (when the Bliidows, flitting 
1 ist fiorn the moon, unshc ith its gleam) 
Some puiph win^jCd Sul taka* sitting “ 
Lpm i column moti tiless, 

And ^litlenng hi e in idol hii 1 


But non Jit citi iharm the InckloBs Pen , 

ITci 60 il ib 8 id — hei flings lie wear} — 

Jobless she sees tho sun go down 
On th It gieat teuiplt , once hci owni* , 

W hose loiuly columns stiiid bublimc, 

I linging tiuii shidows fiom on higfa| 

Like dills whieli the wiraid, lime, 

Had laised to count his ages by. 

These hues lead ais to some beautiful obscrvationa 
by Sir John Malcolm — * 

‘‘ Among the tiacts of a great nation's foimcr 
glory," says he, “ there is none upon which tlie mind 
dwells with more siiioua thought than on the mag- 
luficent rums of its ancient pdaces How forcibly 
are we icmmdtd of our condition, when told that an 
edihce, in the orccti^i of which a kingdom's wealth 
had been exhausted which was adorned with every 

^ 

carlet and all thyme and fn^mannei of vessels of ivory, and 
I manner of yesBels of r\ost precious wood, and of brass, and iron, 
id marble, and cianamo^ and odouis, and ointments, and freak- 
inreuse, and wine, and oil,^ and flout, and wheat, and beasts, and 
vheep, and hoises, and ebanuta,*' &c. 

'Hut beautiful bud, with plunugo of the finest shining blue, 
natural and living ornainent of the 
^ipl porticoes of the Qiocks and Romans, which, from the 
statclinesa^i^ts pnit, as well is the biilhancy of Us colours, has 
ob aiued ^ Sultana — Somninx 

^ teidplo of the saa at Balbec* 
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ornament that the art of the world coul4 supply, and 
whose history was engraven on the imperishable 
rocks with which it was constructed, was not only 
fallen into decay, but that its founder was unknown, 
and the language in which its history was inscribed 
was no longer numbered among the tongues of man!*' 
These observations arc peculiarly applicable to the 
present state of Balbec. 

This city stood in the road between Tyre and Pal- 
m 3 Ta ; its history is, nevertheless, so lost in obscu- 
rity, that, considering the splendour and magnificence 
of its remains, we are astonished ! Scarcely any thing 
of its history is known ; and even its existence ap- 
pears to have been unknown for many centuriqp to 
the Romans. 

Tradition states that it was built by Solomon ; and 
for the truth of this the Jews quote the following 
passage from the Book of Chronicles* : — “ Also ho 
(Solomon) built Beth- boron the upper, and Beth- 
horon the nether, fencied cities, with walls, gates, 
and bars ; and BaaUaih*' 

For the greater confirmation, it is thought that 
Balbec is meant when Solomon says — “ the tower of 
Lebanon, that looketh towards Damascus.*' The 
Arabs go even so far as to assert, that this city was 
built by tlie king as a residence for the Queen of 
Sheba ; and Sir William Ous^y quotes a passage, 
wherein it is mentioned. thaHltradition in Persian 
implies, that Solomon oft^passld his day at Balbec, 
and his night at Istakr. 

The names Heliopolis and ^albec are words of 
different languages, which have nearly the same sig- 
nification. The sun was worshipped by the ancient 
inhabitants of' the country, under the name of Baal. 
Balbec signifies the vale of Baal ; and Heliopolis the 
city of the sun. 

* Chap. viii. verses S, 6, , 
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That Balbec deriv^, not only its religion, but its 
very name, from Heliopolis in fegypt, is- rendered 
certain by a passage in Macrobiiis “ In the city 
called Heliopolis, the Assyrians worship the sun witn 
great pomp, under the name of the Heliopolitan 
Jave; and the statue of this god was brought 
from a city in Egypt, also called Heliopolis, where 
Seiiumcns or Sencpos reigned over the Egyptians, by 
Opios, ambassador from Delebor, king of the Assy- 
rians, together with some Egyptian priests, of whom 
Partemetis was the chief, and it remained long 
among the Assyrians before it was removed to 
Heliopolis.” 

The same author adds, that he declines giving 
the reason for this fact, or telling how the statue was 
afterwards brought to the place, where in his time it 
was worshipped, more according to the Assyrian 
than the Egyptian rites, as circumstances foreign to 
his purpose*” 

As Balbec has never been the seat of a monarch, 
antiquaries are greatly at a loss to conceive how the 
expense of those magnificent structures could have 
been supplied by private or municipal liberality. 
The orientals, hdwever, explain the prodigy by a 
never-failing expedient, — they were constructed by 
the fairies genii ! 

That these templi^ did not exist when Pompey 
went through Heli^ipeMs to Damascus is probable, 
because the writers^of that-^time, who mention less 
remarkable struotu.)ps with admiration, take no nOf^ 
tice of any such building ; and it is certain that th<9^ 
did exist in the time of Garacalla ; because Heliopofis 
is to bo seen on many of his Coins ; and vows^lli 
favour of him and his empress are recorded in tW 
inscriptions, the remains of which are st^l to be se^ 
on the pedestals oft the columns of tbe.great poTti^ 
of the temple. ^ 
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Tliat Holiopolis wacr constituted a colony by Au- 
gustus Oaesar, is rendered probable, by some medals 
which still remain, and in which it is called, ‘^Colonia 
Julia Augusta/’ but it. was not till the time of 
Septitnius Severus that the temple was impressed on 
the rcTcrse of the coins. 

. When we consider the extraordinary magnificence 
of the temple of Balbcc, we cannot but be greatly 
surprised at the silence of the Greek and Roman 
authors in respect to it. Mr. Wood, who has care- 
fully oKamined all the ancient authors, has found no 
mention of it, except in a fragment of Jolm of 
Antioch, sumamed Malala, who attributes the build- 
ing of it to Antoninus Pius. His words arc : — 
“^lius Antoninus Pius* built a great temple at 
Heliopolis, near Libanus, in Phoemreia, which was 
one of the wonders of the world.” Some Roman 
niodals also have been found, upon the rtwerso of 
which is a representation something similar to those 
temples, with the inscription ; — Colonia Hkliopo- 
LiTANA Jovi Optimo Maximo IIeliopolitano.” 

Oqe circumstance, liowever, militates against the 
idea that Antoninus Pius was the builder of these 
temples; viz,, that Julius Capitolinus says no- 
thing about them, though ho gives a list of that 
emperor’s buddings, and speaks of otli^rs of much 
less consideration. It must, hoover, be remembered, 
that the work of J ulius Xtulftolinus is known to 
bo so extremely dcfectlfS/thaf though Antoninus 
reigned one-and-twenty years, yand transmitted to 
posterity the character of one ofthe best princes that 
ever ruled, yet 'tlie particulars, that merited such 
extraordinary praise, am utterly unknown. 

Gibbon thus remarks upon the difierent fortunes 
of Balbec and Einesa : — Among the cities which 
are enumerated by Greek and oifental names in the 
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geograptiy and conquest of Syria, we may distinguislL 
JSmbsa and Heliopolis ; the former as a metropolis 
of the plain ; the latter as the metropolis of the 
valley. Under the last 'of the Caesars they were 
strong and populous ; the turrets glittered ftom afar; 
an ample space was covered with public and private 
buildings ; and the citizens were illustrious by their 
spirit, or at least by their j>rido ; by their, riches, or 
at least by their luxury. In the days of paganism, 
both Emesa and Heliopolis were addict^ to the 
worship of Baal, or the sun ; but the decline of their 
superstition or apleniloiir has been marked by a sin- 
gular variety of fortune. Not a vestige remains of 
the temple of Ernesa, which was oqusdled in poetic 
stylo to the summits of Mount Libauus ; while the 
mins of Balbcc, invisible to the writers of antiquity^ 
excite the curiosity and w'onder of European tra- 
vellers.” 

In the reign of Ileraclius its garrison was strength- 
ened, that it might be enabled to -withstand tlis 
Arabs ; and when Christianity gained the ascendancy 
under Constantine, ho shut up many pagan temples ; 
but it was Theodosius, who converted its temple into 
a Christian church, the walls of which are still 
standing'. The conversion of it into a fortreSI was 
the work of the Caliphs, when this part of the 
world fell under thev government of the Caliphs, 
called the Ominiados ; an incurious and therefore an 
ignorant race, during whose -^Urae nothing is recorded 
of Balbec, although it was tlien a considerable citjr. 
The ancient name,d3j%lbec, during this4im6 was re- 
stored, instead of Heliopolis, which was probably a 
translajjion of Balbec, or at least substituted for 
when it passed out of the possession of itSi,,owH natLve 
oriental inhabitstuts* 

In Ebn Haukars;^ 
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mentioned thus > — Beyond the borders of Demeshk 
is Baalbek, situated on* an eminence. Here are the 
gates of palaces, sculptured in marble; and lofty 
columns, also of marble. In the whole region of 
Syria there is not a more stupendous or considerable 
edifice than this V* 

The "approach to this ruined city is thus described 
by Mr. Bruce : “ The form of Mount Libanus, 

as seen from the plain of Bekka, is this : first, 
a ratige^ of mountains, ' extremely proper for cul- 
ture, and of no considerable height, sloping easily to 
the plain, and covered with trees th<at are not very 
'' thickly planted. On the other side of these rises a 
chain of mountains of an extraordinary height, bare 
for the most part, and stony, cut in every rain, and 
covered with snow, except in summer. Thus they 
continue till they descend much more steeply on the 
other side towanb the sea. Tho valleys within this 
high chain of mountains, which on one side run pa* 
rallel with tbe^ sea-coast, and on the other form the 
east side of tho plain of Bekka, are mostly narrow ; 
but abundantly fertile, w’ore they in the hands of 
better people, under a bettor government ; industry 
being here always followed by oppression.” 

MP. Came describes his arrival thus : — ^^^*Th6 sun 
set on the vast' temple, and the mountains around it, 
with indescribable grandeur;^ the chain of Anti- 
Libanus, in front, was covered with snow ; and the 
plain, wild and beautiful, stretched at its feet farther 
than the can reach ; the pigepns, of many-coloured 
plumage, flew in clusters round the ruined walls, at 
whose feet "were a variety of trees and flowers, 
amidst which ran a clear and rapid stream.” ^ 

Wc now^ass to Mons. La Martino : — Oft reach- 
ing the summit of the breach, we kfiew not where to 


* Oiiwley. 
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fix OUT eyes. On every side we beluld marble doors 
of prodigious dimensions, windows and niches, .bor- 
dered with exquisite sculpture, richly ornamented 
arclies, fragments of cornices, entablatures, and capi- 
tals., The master- work of art ; the wrecks of 8^*8, 
lay scattered as thickly as the grains of dust be- 
neath our feet. Alt was mystery, confu^on, inexpli- 
cable wonder. No sooner had we cast an admiring 
glance on one side, than some new prodigy attracted 
us on the others. Every attempt, we madedo inter- 
pret the religious meaning of the monuments, was 
immediately defeated by some newly-discerned ob- 
ject. We frequently groped about in this labyrinth' 
of conjecture. One cannot restrict, in one's fancy, the 
sacred edifices of an age, or a people of whose reli- 

¥ *[on or manners nothing certain can be known. 

imo carries his secrets away with him, and leaves 
his enigmas as sports for human knowledge. We 
speedily renounced all our atteilpts to build any 
system out of these ruins ; we were content to gaae 
and admire, without comprehending any thing beyond 
the colossal power of human genius ; and the strength 
of religious feeling, which had moved such masses 
of stone, and wrought so many master-pieces." 

The ruins of Balbeo do not present a crowd of 
fallen edifices, spread over a large extent, like those 
of Palmyra ; they consist only of three distinct build- 
ings, which stand not far from each other, in a plmu 
at a short distance from .the inhabited part of the 
town. Aa in the instance of Palm^'a, where we 
siiall have to make a similar remark, it ia impossible 
to convoy an adequate idea of these works of art, 
withoUit the aocompanimenta of plates*. We adopt, 
therefoie, an abstract of the account of Yolney, 

* For these the curious reftder may tura to the fine ^rk 
Memn. Daukius and Wood. There m terenil pUtee of thee# 
niini, alco» in Pocoeke’e sod Bnioe’s travela* MThea at Bdibeo 
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since his. description is, perhaps, the best that wo 
have In entering the principal gate;' which ftfees 
the mountain on the east, we cotne^Q an hexagonal 
court, which is one hundred and eighty feet in dia- 
meter. This is strewed with broken columns, muti- 
lated capitals, and the remains entablatures and 
cornices. Around it is a row of ruined edifices, which 
display all the ornaments of the richest arcliitecture. 
On passing through this court towards the west, we 
enter a large square, three hundred and fifty feet 
wide, and three hundred and thirty-three in length. 
Along each side of this court runs a sort of gallery, 
^divided into various compartments, seven of which 
may be reckoned in each of the principal wings. It 
is not easy to conceive the use of this part of the 
structure ; hut it docs not diminish our admiration 
at the beauty of the pilasters, and the riclmcss of the 
frieze and entablature ; neither is it possible to avoid 
remarking the sinjfhlar effect- which results from the 
mixture of the garlands, the large foliage of tlie capi- 
tals, and the sculpture of wild plants, with which they 
are every where ornamented. At the west end of this 
court stand six eiionuous columns, which appear to 
be totally unconnected with the rest of the building. 
On a more attentive examination, however, dis- 
cover a series of foundations, which seem to mark out 
the peristyle of a grand temple, to which these co- 
lumns belonged. Pococke supposes this temple never 
to have been finished. We must examine them nar- 
rowly before we can conceive all the boldness of the 
elevation, and the richness of their workmanship. 
Their shafts are twenty-one feet eight inches in cir- 
cumference, and fifty-^ight high ; so that total 
height, including the entablature, is from seventy* 

the Utter oiade numerous drav^'ings ; all of which he presented to 
George lUo Third. These,’* saya he» arc tl»c lichest offering of 
the idnd tliat were ever presouted to a sovereign by e subject.*’ 
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one to seventy- two feet. These six pillars are* all 
that now remain of twentyTfour*. 

The southern^sido of the grand temple has, at 
some" distant period, been blocked up to build a 
smaller one, the peristyle and walls of which are still 
remaining. This temple presents a side of thirteen 
columns by eight in front, which, like all the rest of 
the ruins, arc of the Corinthian order f. To reach 
the smaller temple from the larger one, you mu^ 
cross trunks of columns, heaps of stone, and a ruinous 
wall. After surmounting these obstacles, you arrive 
at the gate, where you may survey the enclosure, 
which was once the habitation of a god ^ but instead ^ 
of the avrful scone of a prostrate people, and sa^'rifices 
offered by a multitude of priests, the sky, w'hich is 
open from the falling in of the roof, only lets in light 

• “ The ciUn' to the great Temple of the Sun is froai the cast, 
through a noblo portico of twelve circular columns ; and the first 
wpartment in wliich the visiter finds himself is a magnificent hexa. 
gonal hall, one htmdred and eighty feel in diameter, exhibiting on « 
all sides the reiniuiis of An architectural beauty and magnificence of 
the richest character, in the columns and other oniaincnts of a 
circle of chan\bcrs which nm around it. Beyond this is a still 
larger court, of nearly a square form, being threo hundred and 
seventy-four feet in one direction, by thi'ce hundred and sixty-eight 
feet in anoiitrr, and at tlic farther extremity of that is tho far* 
stretching pillared structure foiming tho proper temple. As may 
be observed from the view, nine of tho lofty columns, which bad 
eom posed this part of tho edifice, are still to be seen standing to|e» 
ther. There had been originally fifty-six in all, namely, ten at- 
each end, and eighteen others along each of the sides. The entivt 
length of the space which they include is two hundred and eighty* 
five feet, and its breadth is one hundred and fifty-seven feet. The 
height, including the plinth, is eighty-soven feet.** Amok. 

t The effect of tho Corinthian order depends as .much on tho 
execudm of the soulptured details os in the harmony and correetniBas 
of thel|||k»portion; and tho miserable ipccimons we have about 
t4ondofi, with a stunted capital, and a few damped proJeoUoiia*, 
called acanthus leaves^ would not bo known as the tamo order of 
architecture by , the side of these h<dd, firee^ airy, hud nuunH 

of building.^ A DolsoK. ' 
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to %\ioyr a chaos of ruins covered with dust and 
weeds. The walla, which supportj^ the roof, are 
thirty-one feet high, and without aiirindow. There 
are tablets in the form of lozenges, on which are 
represented Jupiter seated on his eagle, Leda caressed 
by the swan, Diana with her bow and crescent, 
and several busts which seem to be figures of 
emperors and empresses. 

The number of lizards to be seen is so great, that 
Mr. Bruce says, that those he saw one day in the 
great court of the temple of the sun amounted to 
many thousands ; the ground, the walls, and stones 
of the ruined buildings being covered with them. 
Besides these two, there is a smaller temple of very 
groat beauty. The building itself, exclusive of the 
pillars, by which it is surrounded, is only thirty- two 
feet in diameter ; and the height is divided into two 
parts, in^he lower of which the architecture is Ionic, 
and in the higher Corinthian. The grace and light- 
ness of the exterior of this edifice has induced several 
competent critics to call it a perfect gem of art." 

In respect to tlie six columns, In order to 
reach them," says M. de La Martinc, we had to 
pass external boundary walls, high pedestals, ter- 
races, and foundations of altars. At length we 
arrived at the feet of the columns. Silence is the 
oidy language of man, when what he feels outstrips 
the ordinary measure of his impressions. We stood 
in mute contemplation of these six columns, and 
scanning with our eyes their diameter, their eleva- 
tion, and the admirable sculpture of their architraves 
and cornices. Their diameter is six feet, and their 
lieight upwards of seventy- two. They are jgarmed 
out of two or three blocks, which are so pUfectly 
joined together, that the junction lines are scarcely 
Aiacennbto*, They gro composed of light yell ow 
• No cement or morUtr is omU Iu fclioir cotatmedon, but ISS 
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stdne^ presenting a sprt of inedhim between the 
polish of marble and the deadness of turf. Wheu 
near .them, tlie sun lighted them only on one side, 
and we sat down for a few moments in their shade. 
Large birds, like eagles, scared by the sound of our 
footrteps, dutttcred above the capitals of the columns, 
where tlioy have built their nests ; and returning, 
perched upon the acanthus of the columns, striking 
them with their^ beaks, and flapping their wings 
like living ornaments, amidst these inanimate won^ 
ders, all of which appear to resemble works of 
dwarfs/' 

Branching off to the southward of the avenue^ you 
come to the stumps of some fluted columns sticking 
above the sand on either side of a small simple gate- 
way ; and a few paces to the westward, on an emi- 
nence, are the ruins of the small temple just now 
mentioned; and from thence is enjoyed the mag- 
nificent coup^d'ml of all the ruins and the vast 
desert. 

Beyond the circular colonnade lie ■the prostrate 
remains of a very magnificent building, constructed 
of a species of marble superior to the generality of 
that used in these ruins. The walls are constructed 
of large single stones, nicely fitted one above another. 
Richly ornaiiicnted windows extend around the 
walls, and some columns of one entire piece, twenty- 
two feet in length and about nine in circumfereuce, 
He prostrate on the ground. 

About fifty yards distant from the temple," saya 
Hr. Maundrell, is a row of Corinthian pillars, very 
great and lofty, with a most stately architrave and 
oomice at the top. This speaks it^lf to have been 
port dPsome very august pile; but what one now 
seesa of it is but just enough to give a rqpret, tbati 

lai^ iquars ttoeoi are neatly adjuated, and to al«Mly li , 
render the joining almeat Jaiiaihleb 



176 ElTlKfi OP ANCIBNT GITIKS. 

there should be no more remajping. Here is another 
curiosity’ of this place, which a man need be well 
assnred of his credit, before he ventures to relate, lest ho 
should be thougiit to strain the privilege of a traveller 
too far. That which I mean is a large picse of 
an old wall, which encompasses all these structures 
last described. A w^all made of such monstrous 
great stones, that the natives hereabouts, (as it is 
usual in things of this strange nature,) ascribe it to 
the architecture of the deVii. Three of the stones, 
which were larger than the rest, we took the pains 
to measure. \Ve found them to extend sixty-ooo 
yards in length ; one twenty-one ; the other two 
each twenty yards ; and in the breadth of the same 
dimensions. These tiiree stones lay in one and the 
same row to the end ; the rest of the wall was made 
also of great stones, but none I think so great as 
thf.»se. That which added to the wonder w’as, that 
these stones were lifted up into the wall more than 
twenty foot from the ground.*' 

Besides these ruins, there arc several very large 
subterraneous passages, which lead under the great 
citadel, immense vaults of very massive architecture, 
constructed in a very beautiful manner. Some of 
these, no doubt, were tombs ; and this loads us to 
remeinl)er, that Mr. Aowne says*, that when lie was 
at Zahhl^, he met with a yourg man, a Druse, who 
told him, that near Balbec, a few years ago, in 
digging, the body of a man was found interred in a 
kind of vault, having a piece of unstamped gold in 
his mouth ; near him a number of leaden ^ates 
^marked with characters, to 4;hem unknown. These 
were sold and melted. La Martine says, that not far 
from Balbec, in a valley of the Aiiti-Libanu9,4luman 
bones of immense magnitude have been discovered ; 
rad t hat thi s fact is so confidently believed among tho 
* Tnveli in Africa, Egypt, and Syria, p. 406, 7 , 4to. 
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neighbouring Arabs, that the Englikh consul in S^yria 
(Mr. Farren), a man of extensive information, pro- 
poses to visit those mysterious sepulchres. 

The walls of the ancient Heliopolis are traceable 
in many directions, and show that the city must 
have been of a very considerable extent. “ These 
walls,” says Mr. Wood, like most ^of the an- 
cient cities of Asia, appear to bo the confused 
patch-work of different ages. The pieces of capitals, 
broken entablatures, and, in some phices, reversed 
Greek inscriptions, which wo observed in walking 
round them, convinced ns that their last repairs 
were made after the decline of taste, with materials, 
negligently collected as they lay nearest to hand, 
and hastily put together for immediate defence.” 

The stone of which the temple is built was brought 
from the neighbouring quarry, at the bottom of 
which there is a single stone lying seventy feet in 
length, fourteen in breadth, and fourteen feet six 
inches in thickness. Us weight, according to these 
dimensions, must bo above 1 1 30 tons ! It would 
require, we are told, the united strength of sixty 
thousand men of our time to raise this single stone ! 

The stones used at RallNH^ are the largest that 
have ever been moved by human power. The largest 
in the pyramids of Egypt do not exceed eighteen 
feet. But hei*e, of t^osc that compose the sloping 
wall, which surrounds the temple on the west and 
north, three occupy a apace of one hundred and 
seventy-ilve feet and a half; viz., the 1st, fifty- eight 
fbet seven inches ; the 2nd, fifty-eight feet eleven 
inches ; and the drd, exactly fifty-eight feet long ; 
and each of these is twelve feet thick « 

. Wiien it is considered," says La Martino, ** that 
some of these blocks of hewn granite aro raised one 
above another to the height of twenty or thirty 
from the ground; — ^that they have been biought from 

VOL. 1. » 
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distant quarries, and raised to so vast a height to 
form the pavement of the temple;— the mind is over- 
whelmed by such an example of human power. The 
science of modern times cannot help us to explain it, 
and wo cannot be surprised, therefore, that it is 
referred to the supernatural.” 

‘‘ The shades of evening,” continues this accom- 
' pliahed traveller, which slowly descended the 
mountains of Balhec, and obscured, one by one, the 
columns and the ruins, imparted an additional air of 
m3^tery to the picturesque ancl ma^cal effect of 
these wonderful works of man and time. We felt 
the full insignificance of human nature ; and while 
contemplating the mass and eternity of these monu- 
ments, w^ecompared man to the swallows, which build 
their nests for a season in the interstices of those 
stones, without knowing for whenn, or by whom, or 
for what purpose, they were collected together. The 
power which moved these masses, and accumulated 
these blocks, is unknown to us. The dust of the 
marble, which we trod under our feet, knows more 
than wo do, but can tell us nothing ; and in a few 
Centuries to come, the generations who may, in their 
turn, visit the wrecks of our monuments now exist- 
ing, will ask, without being able to answer, why 
we laboured without l)cing able to build and carve. 
The works of man are more durable than his thoughts ; 
movement is the law of tlio hhmaii mind ; the defi- 
nite is the dream of man's vanity and ignorance ; 
God is an object which incessantly recedes from us, 
as we endeavour to approach him. We are conti- 
nually advancing, but we never arrive. The Deity, 
whose divine figure man seems to embody in his 
imagination, and to enshrine in his temples, conti- 
nually enlarges, and exceeds the narrow boundaries 
of our minds, and our edifices ; leaves the temples aaA 
tiw idtan to cnnnblo into diut; sad summons man 
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to seek him where he is iiiost plainly manifested, 
viz., in intelligence, in virtue, in nature, and in 
eternity.” 

Wo now give place to observations, made by tra- 
vellers on the relative merits of the architecture, 
employed in these magnificent edifices. “ When we 
compare the ruins of Halbec,” says Mr. Wood, “ with 
those of many ancient cities, wliich visited in 
Italy, Greece, and Egypt, and in other parts of 
Asia, wc cannot help thinking them the remains of 
tlie boldest plan we ever saw attempted in archi- 
tecture.” 

“ The enormity of the scale,” says Mr. Bucking- 
ham, “ and the magnificence of design, seen through- 
out the whole of the architecture, with the boldness 
of the drawing, and the exquisite finish of the sculp* 
tnre, impressed me with an idea of a labour more 
than human. 1 should conceive that in no country 
was to bo found so superb a monument of the ini- 
mitable perfection of ancient architecture. The 
temples and the tombs of Egypt were here equalled 
in the enormity of the masses, that composed them ; 
and the chamber of the Pyramids rivalled in tho 
closeness of the masonry ; while the monuments of 
Athens itself, in the age of Pericle^j and Praxiteles, 
were at least equalled in the richness and beauty of 
the sculptured ornaments, that adorned them. It 
appeared to me, that the temples of Edfou, ‘Ten- 
tyris, and Thebes, fell far short of this, as a whole ; 
for here the ponderous strength of the Egyptian, and 
the chastened elegance of the Grecian school, are 
both most liappily combined.” 

Mr. Addison appears to have entertained a dif- 
ferent opinion : — “Those ruins,” says he, “though 
so striking and magnificent, arc yet, however, quite 
second rate, when compared with the Athenian ruins; 
and display, in their decorations, none of the bold con.-* 

N 2 
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ccptions and the genius which characterise the 
Athenian architecture. There is a peculiar same- 
ness in the dccuratitms of the figures, entablatures, 
and cornices. 'J'lie ornaniciits are all alike, and the 
festoons of grapes, aiul vine- loaves hung on goats* 
and horses* heads, the pendent hunches of grapes and 
Cupids, however rich in appea ranee, and beautifully 
chiselled, can never excite such feelings, as one small 
portion of the Panathenian frieze of the Parthenon, or 
one of the Metopes, repres**ntiiig a battle between a 
Centaur and a Lapitha.\ TIuto is a genius in these 
latter, a combination of talent, a soul, fire, and 
spirit, which are looked for in vain in the Baibec 
remains. The great Panathenian fri(‘ze of the Par- 
thenon, which cxteinled all around that temple, with 
its hundreds of horses and warriors, its spirited 
grouping, and faithful delineation of forms and atti- 
tudes; and above it the wars of the Centaurs and 
liapithse, ])ossosse(l a most exciting interest. The 
vine-branches and wheat ears of the temple of Bal- 
liec, although unquescioiiably very beautiful, yet 
appear tamo in comparison ; and cannot certainly be 
put in competition with these master-pieces of archi- 
tectural decoration.’* 

Several artists have observed,*' says Mr. Wood, 
a siniilitudf^ between some European buildings, and 
some parts of the ruins of Palmyra and Balbec ; from 
which they have, perlia]»s, too hastily concluded, 
that the former were co]>ied from the latter. The 
]»ortico of the Louvre at Paris luis been compared 
in this light to the ruins of Palmyra ; as also with 
the portico at Balhec ; but wc cannot discover any 
foundation for inferences so injurious to the memory 
of the architect, who built that noble structure, which 
is as justly admin^d as it is unaccountably neglccti!d." 
We now return to the page of M.de I^a Marline : — 
Round this platform is ranged a series of chapels, 
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decorated with niches, admirably sculptured, friezes, 
cornices, and vaulted arches; all displaying the most 
finished \vH)rkrrianship, but evidently belonging to a 
deg(;nfTiito ])eriod of art. But this impression can 
only be felt by those whose eyes have been previously 
exercised by the conteniplatinn of the pure monu- 
ments of Athens and Rome Every other eye w'oiild 
be fascinated by tlje splendour of the fonns and tluj 
finish of the ornaments. The only fault is too much 
riehiie.ss ; th<' stone groans beneath the weight of its 
own luxuriance, and the walls are overspread with a 
lace-work of marhle.” 

The town is, at j^rc'sent, so ruintd, that there are 
not eountod more than fifty hahitable dwellings in 
it ; though the whole numher within the walls may 
be i'stiiiiated at five hundred. 

The statt* of the city is deplorahlc. The emirs 
of the liouse of naribuslie had already greatly im- 
paired it, when an earthquake, in 1759, completed 
its destruction ; insomuch, that tlumgli in 1751 there 
were five thousand inhuhitarits, not twelve hundred 
ju*e remaining ; and all thegi* jHM>r, without industry 
or commeree, wc arc told, and cultivating nothing 
but a little cotton, some maize, and a few water- 
melons. 

Even the ruins arc altering every day. Daw- 
* kins and Wood fouifd nine large columns stand- 
ing ; but Voliioy, in 1784, found only six. . They 
reckoned twouty-iiine at the lesser temple ; but 
now there are only twenty. There were, originally, 
thirty-four, — eight in front, and thirteen along each 
of the sides. The others were overthrown by an 
earthquake. Nature alone, however, has not efiected 
this devastation. The Turks have had their share in 
the destruction of the columns; the motive for which 
was merely that of procuring the iron cramps, which 
served to join the several blocks of which each 
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column is composed. Famine, the pestilence, and 
the sword, gradually thinned the inliabitants. The 
population of five thoiisjind, which the town con- 
tained in 1751, has now dwindled dowui to barely 
two hundred persons : nor does each house continue 
to possess, as it did in the time of Maundrell, ‘‘ ten 
or fifteen cows, besides goats and sheep, the goats being 
of an uncommon species, wwtli from 30/. to 35/. a 
piece !” The description left by Jlaumlrell was faith- 
ful at the time he visited those riiiii^ ; but since that 
period several important parts have been destroyed, 
and even the place of the temple at the end of the great 
court, tvhich was ]>robably the principal edifice of 
the whole, cannot at this day be made out *. 

The hands of the natives have, no doubt, com- 
mitted many ravages. Faccardine, prince of the 
Druses, destroyed or injured several parts of thcs(5 
ruins; but when he afterwards visited Italy, Jind 
contracted a taste for its architecture, he iM said 
to have bitterly lamented the sacrilege he had com- 
mitted at Balbec f . “ It is in fact man, not nature,” 
says an elegant writer, “ that has wronglit this 
change. No blight has scared the soil, or poisoned 
the air, but a degrading despotism has as cfiectnally 
dried up the sources of social prosjierity, as if some 
elementary convulsion had suddenly turned the clime 
of beauty cold and dark, ami struck the teeming 
earth with hopeless barrenness. Indeed, Turkish 
oppression has done w'hat no unkindness of nature 
could have effected. The B])lcndours of Palmyra 
rose, under the breath of a free commerce, in the 
midst of a sandy desert ; but nothing has been able 
to preserve that and many other great cities from 
crumbling into heaps of ruins, at the death-touch of 
the gloomy tyranny, that now hangs like a pall over 
the land.” , 

* Buckin^liaui. f Curiie. 
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We must now give place to what Mons. de La 
Martine says, in regard to the Bishop of Balbec 
“ Wo proceeded very little farther that day. The 
road diverged from these ruins, and led us to others. 
We passed over some vaults, and arrived at a small 
house. This was the palace of the Bishop of Balbec, 
who, clothed in his violet-coloured pelisse, and at- 
tended by some Arab peasants, advanced to meet us, 
and conducted us to his humble door. The poorest 
peasant’s cottage in Burgundy, or Auvergne, pos- 
sesses greater luxury and elcjgance than the palace of 
the Bishop of Balbec. It was an ill-built hut, with- 
out either window or door, and through the decayed 
r(>of the rain worked its way, and dropped on the 
mud floor. This was the bishop’s dwelling ! But at 
the further end of the yard, wdiich adjoined the' 
house, a neat wall, newly built of blocks of stone, 
and a door and window in ogives of Moorish archi- 
tecture, each ogive being constructed of iinely-sculp- 
turo<l stones, attracto<l my attention. This was the 
church of Balbec, the cathedral of that town, in 
Avhich other gods have had splendid temples; the 
chapel in which the few Arab Christians, who live 
here amidst the wrecks of so many different faiths, 
worship, under a punT form, the universal Cn'ator.” 

The bishop was a fine old man with hair and beard 
of silver, a grave and inmevolent cast of features, and 
a sweet and well-modulated voice. He was the 
perfect image of a priest of poetry or romance, says 
the traveller ; and liis aspect, which denoted peace, 
resignation, and charity, was well suited to the 
scene of ruins and meditation in which he lived. 

The traveller afterwards describes a delightful 
scene, lie and his friends were sitting by moon- 
light near the bishop’s hnt. We were silent. Sud- 
denly a soft plaintive strain, a slow modulated 
murmur stole tlirough the grotesque ogives of ibe 
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Tuinodi wall .of the bishop’s house. This vagne and 
o<noi|fiiacd 'Sound swelled higher and higher, until we 
djstinguished it to be a chant from the united voices 
of choristers; a monotonous, melancholy Mrain, which 
rose^ fell, add died away^ and v^as alternately revived 
and re-echoed. This was the evening prayer, which 
the Arab bishop waschantiog with his little flock, in 
the skeleton of that which once hadliccn his church; 
viz., a heap of ruins piled up by a heap of idolaters. 
We were totally unprepared for music of this sort, 
where every note was, in fact, a sentiment or a sign 
from the human breast. Ilow little did we expect it 
in this 8olti(udn, in the bosom of the desert, issuing, as 
it wera, from thute stones, strewed about by the com- 
bined influence of earthquakes, barbarous ignorance, 
and time ! A hallowed emotion inspired us, and we» 
joined with religious fervour in the sacred hymn, 
until the last sighs of the pious voic(?s had died away, 
and silence again reigned over the venerable ruins.” 

We conclude with the words which Seller 
in his history of Palmyra adopts from Cicero : 
“ Whenever we see such remains of venerable anti- 
quity, such lasting records of the names and achieve- 
ments of great persons, wc are admonished to take 
care so to regulate our actions, that we may convince 
the world wc have settled our prospect upon the 
rewards of future ages, and n^t on the flattericif of 
the present ; and so remember, that monuments being 
erected to the memory of those who have lived well 
in this world before they left it, put us in mind, that 
• there is nothing here permanent and immutable; and 
that it is the duty of considering man to aspire 
towards immortality*.” 

* Ohronicleft; Diodonia; Mucrobiii^; Moimrlrcll; Bruce ; Seller; 
DaHkiit* and Wood ; Voliiey ; Browne; Malculiii ; OuseJey ; Buck* 
iughnm ; Came ; La Marline ; Addibon. 
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NO. XTX. — BYZANTIUM. 

‘‘ On which sule soorcr,” says an elegant traveller, 
you approach Constantinople, whether ascending^ 
by the Dardanelles and tlio sea of Marmora, or de* 
scx'nding from tlio Black Sc^a by tfie Bosphorus ; 
whether you aiTive by crossing tho plain j)f Thrace, 
or conio in sight from tlie opposite hills of Asia, she 
presents horoelf, indeed, like ‘ the queen of cities.' ” 

The history of this city being that of an empire, 
we shall coniim^ ourselv<‘s to a few particulars, and 
then pass on to give some account of its iivoniimeiital 
antiquities. Wc do this the more readily, gifK^e those 
antiquities are far from being of the first order* 

Aecor<ling torAmmianus, By/aiitium was founded 
by the Athenians ; according to Justin, by the Lace- 
daemonians ; according to Paterculus, by the M ile- 
sians; according to others, by a colony of Megara, 
under tlic coiiduet of By/Jus 658 B.c. 

Byzantium received a great accession of inhabit- 
ants ill conseqiK’iieo of a decree passccl, in gratitude 
to the Athenians, for having compelled Philip of 
Macedon to raise the siege of tlndr eity’^. 

* Til© sub‘’taiifO of till'* dtrrcc \ia<. jih follovNS . — *' Tn.isiiiiirh aa 
ill times pant tho eontiniiid benevolence of the people of Athens 
towards the Bi/.intiiies and Peiinthiaiis, united hy allmiuc and 
thcMi^ common oiigin, h«i^ ne>ei failed ii{M>n any oreasion ; th.it tlii^ 
benevolence, so otteu sigiuifiscd, has lately displaicd when 

Philip of Macedon, nho h.id taken np aiiiib to dcstio) Bir.iiiliniu 
and Peiinthiit*, battered oui walls, burned oureonntn, cut down 
our forests ; thul m a season of so great ealnniity, this l>enetirem 
people siueoured us uiih a fleet of a hnndrcil and twent} sail, fur* 
nished iiitb piovisioiie, arms, and forces; that they saved us from 
the grt'iitest dangei , in Hne, that tlioi lestoied us to the quiet 
possession of ooi government, oiir laws, ond our tombs : the 
Byrantiiics grant, hy decree, the Athenians to settle in the eotia* 
tiics liclongiiig to nirantiiim ; to marry in them, to pnrahasc lands, 
and to enjoy all the pier^^atnes of citizens; they also grant them 
a di'oimgmshcd place at public shows, and the right of sitting both 
in the senate and the assembly of the people, next to tho poutilfi : 
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In subsequent times Constantine the Great (from 
whom it was called Constantinople), seeing its proud 
situation, created it into a capital jointly with Romo; 
from which time the Roman empire was distin- 
guished by the titles Eastern and Western. In this 
position it stood, till the city was sacked by the Turks 
under the guidance of Mahomet the Second. 

The manner in which the Turks first gained a 
footing in Europe is thus described in Buckes Har- 
monies of Nature : — Orcan having made himself 
master of the shore skirting the sea that separated 
A^*ia from Europe, his son Solyman resolved, if 
possible, to gain the castle of Uanni (Sestos), then 
considered the key of Europe : but the Turks had 
neither pilot, ships, nor boats. Solyman stood 
meditating on the beach, one fine moonlight night, 
for some time. He had come thither with about 
eighty followers on a bunting expedition. Beholding 
the towers of Hanni risiiig over the opposite shore, 
he resolved to secure them for his father and himself. 
He communicated his thoughts to his followers. 
Wondering at his resolution, they regarded him as 
frantic. He ]>orsisted ; — and they made thret) rafts 
fastened on corks and bhidders of oxen. When the 
party had finished their task, they committed them- 
selves to the waters ; and with poles instead of oars, 
succeeded in gaming the op|y)site shore : the m'oon 
shining brilliantly as they stejiped off the rafts, almost 


and f4irther, that every Athenian, 'who shall think proper to settle 
in either of the two cities above mentioned, shall be exempted from 
taxes of any kind : that in the harbours, three statues of sixteen 
cubits shall be set up, wbieb statues shall represept the people of 
Athens crowned by those of By^ntium and Perinthus: and besides, 
that presents shall be sent to tbo four solemn games of Greece, and 
that the crown we have decreed to the Athenians shall there be 
proclairiied ; so that the same cervniony may acquaint all the 
Greeks, both with the magnanimity of tlie Athenians, and the 
titude of the Byzantines.’’ 
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immediately under the walls of HaitnL As they 
marched along tlie beach, they met a peasant going 
to his work, it being now morning. This man hated 
his prince ; and being bribcjd by a sum of money, he 
told Solyman of a subterranean passage leading into 
tlie castle. The little band availed themselves of this 
information, and quietly entered the walls.* There was 
n«> regular garrison, and the few inhabitants were 
still aslecjp. ‘ They foil an easy prey, tlierefore, to the 
adventurers. Having thus gained the first object of 
thoir enterprise, they assombied the pilots and vessel- 
owners of the town ; and, offering them considerable 
sums of money, induced them to steer their vessels 
to the opposit^^ shore. Some thousand men w’ere 
then embarked, and in a few hours they were wafted 
under the castle walls. This was the first landing of 
the Turks in Europe : they ever after kept possession 
of this e'ilstle : iiim*ty-six years after, they sacked the 
city of Constantinople.” 

Mahomet 1 1 siiniamed “ the Great,” was born 

at Adrianoplo in the year 1430, and was, in the 
thii-tocntU year of his age, called to the throne by tbe 
voluntary abdication of his father, Amurath II. On 
bis accession, ]Malu)mct renewed the peace with the 
fireck emperor Constantine, to whom he, at the 
sinue time, agreed to pay a pension for the expenses 
and safe custody of his uncle Orcan, who had, at a 
])rcvious period, withdrawn to the co\irt of Constan* 
tinoplc for safety. The carelessness of the sultan in 
the observance of this clause of the treaty excited 
the complaints of the emperor, with the imprudent 
throat that, unless the pension was regularly paid, he 
would no longer detain Orcan. This threat afforded 
the sultan a pretext for rekindling the war. Ma« 
hornet determined to complete the conquest of the 
feeble empire by the capture of Constantinople ; and 
* UibUou. 
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to terminate, by one terrible catastrophe, the strife 
of many ages between the Moslems and the Grerhs. 
Every preliminary measure having been completed, 
Mahomet at length appeared before Constantinople, 
on the Sid of April, 1453, at the head of three hun- 
dred thousand men ; supported by a formidable artil- 
lery, and by a fleet of three huiulred and twenty sail, 
mostly store-ships and transports ; but including 
eighteen galleys of war, while the besieged could not 
muster mure than ten thousand efloctive soldiiTS for 
the defence. This vast disparity of force leaves little 
room fur admiring the prowess and military skill of 
the victorious party. The besieged made, however, 
so obstinate a defence, under the brave emperor, 
Constantine Pala»ologus, that for fifty-three days all 
the efforts of the assailants wen^ unavailing. The 
defenders of the city had drawn strong iron chains 
across the entrance of the port; and Mahofnet saw, 
that unless he could get some of his vessels into the 
Golden Horn, his success was doubtful, and that, 
at best, the defence; might be greatly protract<*d. lie, 
therefore, contrived to conduct a part of his fleet, for 
ten miles, over the laud ou a sort of railway, from 
the Bosphorus int<» tlie harbour, an»l causi'd a float- 
ing battery to be constructed and occupied with 
cannon. This sealed the fate of the imperial city. 

On the day of tin; last assiKilt, Mahomet said to 
his soldiers : — I reserve to myself only the city ; 
the gold and women arc yours." The emperor (Con- 
stantine) accomplished all the duties of a general and 
a soldier. The nobles, who fought around his person, 
sustained, till their last breath, th(5 honourable names 
of Palaeologus and CanUciizrne. His mournful ex- 
clamation was heard — “ Cannot there be found a 
Christian to cut off my bead ?** and his last fear was, 
lest he should fall alive into the hands of his enemies. 
He threw away his imperial dress, rushed into th<S 
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thickest of the fight, fell by an unknown hand, and 
his body was buried under a mountain of the slain : 
nor was it afterwards recognised. 

The houses and convents were deserted ; and the 
trembling inhabitants flocked together in the streets, 
like a herd of timid animals. From every part of the 
city they rushed into the church of St. Sophia. In 
the space of an hour tlie sanctuary, the choir, the 
nave, the upper and lower galleric'S, were filled with 
the multitude of fathers and husbands, of women and 
children, of pri(‘stfl, monks, and rtdigious virgins; the 
doors were barred on tin? inside, and they sciught 
protection from the sacred dome, wliich thcy had so 
lately ahhornul as a profaned and j)ollute(l edifice. 

The doors were, soon after, hn>ken with axes; and 
the Turks encountering no resistance, their bloodless 
hands were cin]>lovt‘<l in selecting and securing the 
multitude of their prisoners. Youth, beauty, and 
the appearance of youth, attracted their choice. In 
the space of an hour, the male captives were bound 
with cords, the females wdth their veils and girdles. 
The senators were linked with their slaves ; the pre- 
lates with the porters of their church ; and young 
men of a plehiMaii class with noble maids, >vhose 
faces had been invisible to the sun and their nearest 
kindred. 

In this comnion captivity the ranks of Society 
were confounded ; the ties of nature were cut asunder ; 
and the inexorable soldier was careless of the father s 
groan, the tears of the mother, and the lamentations 
of the children. The loudest in their wailings were 
tho nuns, who were torn from the altars with naked 
boSsoins, outstretched hands, and dishevelled hair. 
At a similar hour, a similar raj)iDo was exercised in 
all the churches and monasteries ; in all the palaces 
and habitations of tho capital. Tho male captives 
wore bound with cords, and the females with their 
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veils and girdles, and driven, to the number of 
sixty thousand, from the city to the camp or fleet, 
where those, who could not obtain the means of pur- 
chasing their ransom, were exchanged, or sold, ac- 
cording to the caprice or interest of their masters. 

The disorder and rapine lasted till the sultan 
entered in triumph through the gate of St. Roinanus, 
He was attended by his vizirs, his bashaws, and 
guards. As ho rode along, he gazed with satisfae^ 
tion and wonder on the strange, though splendid, 
appearance of the domes and palaces, so dissimihir 
to the style of oriental architecture. He j>roecedcd 
to the churcji of St. Sophi*! ; where, observing a sol- 
dier in the act of breaking up the marble pavement, 
he admonished him with his scymelar, that if the 
spoil and captives were granted to the soldiers, the 
public and private buildings had been reserved for 
the prince. 

From St. Sophia he proceeded to the august, but 
desolate, mansion of a hundred successors of the fir.-st 
Constantine ; but which, in a few’ hours, had been 
stripped of the pomp of royalty. A melancholy 
reflection on ilie vicissitudes of human greatness 
forced itself u|iOn his mind, and he repeated an ele- 
gant distich of Persian poetry : — ‘‘ The spider has 
wove his web in the imperial palace ; and tlu* owl 
hath sung her watch song on the towers of Afrasiel*.” 

‘‘The finest point from which Constantinople can 
l)C viewed,” says M. de La Martinc, ^‘is from a hel- 
videre, built by M. Truqui, on the terrace roof of his 
house. This belvidere commands the entire group 
of the hills of Pere-Galata, and the little hillocks 
which surround the poit on the front side of tlie 
water. It is the eagle's flight over Constantinople 
and the sea. Europe, Asia, the entrance of tint 
Bosphorus, and the sea of Marmora, are all under 
* (iibbon. 
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the eye at once. The city lies at the feet of the 
spectator. If .(continues Mons. de La Martino) we 
were allowed to take only one point of the earth, 
this would be the one to choose. Whenever I ascend 
to the belvidere to enjoy this view (and I do so 
several times a day. and invariably every evening), 
I cannot conceive how, of the many travellers who 
have visite<l Constantinople, so few have felt the 
beauty which it presents to my eye and to my mind. 
Why has no one described it ? Is it because words 
have neither space, horizon, nor colours, and that 
painting is only the language of the eye ? But paint- 
ing itself has never portrayed all that is here. The 
pictures, I have seen, arc merely detsiched scenes, con- 
sisting of a f(^w lines and colours without life : none 
convey any idea of the innumerable gradations of 
tint, varying with every change of the atmosphere, 
and every passing hour. The luirmoiiious whole, and 
the colossal gnandeur of these lines ; the movements 
and the intcHwinings of the diifercnt horizons ; the 
moving sails, scattci’ed over the three seas; the munnur 
of tho busy population on the shores ; the reports of 
the cannon on board the vessels, the flag’s waving 
from the mast-heads ; the floating caiques ; the va- 
porous reflection of domes, mosques, steeples, and 
minarets in the sea; all this has never been described;” 
—nor ever can be ! 

The whole circuit of C!onstautinople,however,calcu- 
latod at somewhat more than twelve miles, present,'even 
to diligent research^, very few remains of antiquity. 
The truth is, tho Turks have availed themselves of 
the marbles and fragments of the Greeks in the con- 
struction of their own public edifices ; and the anti- 
quities of Constantinople are re-produced to the eye 
under entirely diifcrcnt forms and constructions, in 
the mosques and minarets, the fountains and cemor 
teries of tho Osmandys. Many a beautiful work, of 

♦ C'hambeif. 
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the abhieni Greek chisel^ has thus been embedded m 
a wall|^ or cut down and defaced to make a Turkish 
tombstone ; and many an edifice, constructed in ac- 
cordance with the pure styles of architecture, has 
been feVeUed and used as a quarry. But stilly it 
must be confessed that some of the Turkish build- 
ings, atid more particularly some of tlie imperial 
mosques which have risen in their places, arc distin- 
guished by grandeur and l)cauty. Of these imperial 
mosques there are fourteen^ each lofty, and qiagni- 
ficent in its geufTal diuiotisions, and built from base 
to dome with excellent and enduing materials; 
chiefly of white marble, tinged \ivith grey. J besides 
these, there are sixty ordinary mosques, varying in 
size and beauty, but all coiisiderahle edifices ; and 
then two hundred and more inferior mosques and 
mesbdgids *. 

The wklls of Byzantiiifn+ w'ere built of largo square 
stones, so joined as, a]»|>ai«*ntly, to foim one single 
block. They were much loftier on the land side than 
towards the water, being naturally defended by the 
waves, and in bomc places bytrthe rooks they are built 
on, which project into the sea. ’ * , 

They were ofCyclopian structure 4 ^ of the 
workmanship, from what Herod inn has said'of thl^, 
the masonry wds greatly siiperi(»r to any of the Work- 
manship now visible in the flirt ificntit^is. It was, sur- 
rouj^a by a wall, made of such immense quadran- 
gular masses of Htom% and so bkilfully adjusU'd, that 
the marvellous masonry, insb^ad of disclosing to Vietv 
the separate parts of which it consisted, seemed like 
on© entire mass. “ The very ruins,” says ITorodiany 
“ show the wonderful skiH, not only of the persons 
who built it, but of those, also, liy whom it was 
dismantled." 

^ The wall of Theodosius hegiillif^Rt the castle of 
Seven Towers, whcnc^i^. inverses the whole western 
* Cbuiubers. 'f CUtke. t Bw IhcjimyT^ 
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Biile of the city. This is the only part of the^^iieral 
wall of the city worth seeing. It is flankedi into a 
double row of mural towers, and defended by a fosse 
about eight yards wide. The same promiscuous 
mixture of the works of ancient art — cohifnbs, in- 
scriptions, bas-reliefs, &c. — seen in the walls of all 
the Greek cities^ is here remarkably conspicuous. 
But the ivy-mantled towers, and the great height of 
this wall, added to its crumbling ruinous state, give 
it. a picturesque appearance, exhibited by no other 
city in the levant: it resembles a scries of old 
ruined castles extending for five miles from sea to 
sea*. 

Of the ciglitecn gates, which once existed on the 
west side of the city, only seven now renmin. The 
site of the two temples erected By Justinian, as 
sqfeffuards of the city, may still bo aseeitaiwcd by 
their vestiges ; but these have almost disappeared. 

The walls, which are well built, are still standing, 
and consist of stone terraces from fifty to sixty feet 
high, and occasionally from fifteen to twenty feet thick, 
covered with freestone of a groyisli-white colour ; but 
sometimes of pure white, and soomiiig freeb from the 
chisel of the mason. At the foc^t of the w'alls are the 
ancient fusses filled with rubbish and luxuriant loam, 
in which trees and pcllitones have taken root ages ago, 
and now form an impenetrable glacis. The smpinit 
of the ■wall is almost everywhere crowned witl?^vege- 
tatioii, which overhangs and forms a sort of coping, 

I sunhounted by capital and volute of climbing plants 
and ivy. These walls are so noble, that La Martine 
says that, next to the Parthenon and T3a11>eo, they 
am the xioblest existing memorials of ruined empires. 

“ There is nothing eithw grand or beautiful in 

* The whole circumference of ibe wallii moaeures eighjteen luiki ; 
tbc number of mural towers is four hundred end eeTcnty-eight. 

' - o 
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the remains of the brazen column, consisting of the 
bodies of three serpents twisted spirally togetner. It is 
about twelve feet in height, and being liollow, the 
Turks have filled it with broken tiles, stomps, and 
other relics. But in the circumstances of its his- 
tory, no critique of ancient times can be more inte- 
resting. For it once supported the golden tripod at 
Delphi, which the Greeks, after tlic battle of Platsea. 
found in camp of Mardonius* 

Near the Valide is a column of poupiivry t, 
generally supposed to have supported the statue of 
Constantine. It is composed of eight pieces, sur- 
rounded by as many wreaths or garlands of the same 
marble. Not long since it gairutd the name of Co- 
lonna Brugiata, or burned pillar, having been very 
much defaced b')' the many conflagrations to which 
this vast city has been subject. 

Near Mesrner-Kiosch ^ is a view of the summit 
of the Corinthian pillar of white marble, fifty feet 
high, in the gardens of the seraglio, with the inscrip- 
tion— 


FORTVNJE RSOCCI OB DEVICTOS G0TH08. 

This has been erroneously supposed the column of 
Theodora. Pococke mentions that it was taken from 
some other part of the town to the seraglio gardens. 
It is supported by a handsome capital of verd 
antique. 

This building §, the mosque of St. Sophia (for- 

• “This fnefc,** continues Dr. Claiko, “ li»i Inson ho well aacer* 
tfliued, that it will, probably, never be dispiiteil.” Tiic guardians 
of the moat holy rolica,” 8.ny» Gibbon, ** would rejoice if they were 
able to produce such a chain of evidence as tnny bo alleged on this 
occasion.*' The original consecrotion in the temple of- Delphi is 
proved firom Herodotui and Pausaniaa; and ita removal by 
Zosimns, Eusebius, Socretci, Eixlesiaiticus, and Soiomen. 

f I«ord Saadudeh. ' | HoLbouse. § Sandwich. 
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mcrly of nouch larger extent), owes its foundation to 
the emperor Justinian, wlio lived also to see it 
tinislied, A. u. 557. It was dedicated by him to the 
wisdom of God. This fabric is entirely Gothic. 

“ In the time of Procopius * its dome might have 
seemed suspended by a chain from heaven ; but at 
present it exhibits much more of a subteiTauean 
than of an aerial character. The approach to the 
Paiithcoii at Rome, as well as to the spacious aisle 
and dome of JSt. Peters, is by ascending; but in 
order to get beneath the dome of St. Sophia, the 
spectator is conducted down a flight of staim. * * * 
The more wo saw of the city, tlio more we had 
reason to be convinced that it remains as it was from 
its conquest by tlie Turks. The interior of St. So- 
phia manifestly [iroves the indisposition of the Turks 
towards the decoration of the buildings they found. 
X * * There is so much of littleness and bad taste 
in the patchwork of its interior decorations, and of 
confusion in the piles and buttresses about it, when 
viewed externally, that we hardly considered it more 
w^orth visiting than some other mosques, especially 
those of siiltau Solyiinan and sultan Aclniiet." 

This is one of the largest edifices ever built for the 
purpose of Cliristian worship ; hut though built by 
Constantine, it is evident, from the barbarous style 
of art which pervades the mass of stone, that it is 
the production of a vitiated and declining ago. It is 
a confused niemori^^l of a taste which no longer 
exists. Tu its present state,’* says La Martine, 
St. Sophia resembles an immense caravansary of 
God ; for there are the columns of the temple of 
Ephesus and the figures of the apostles, encircled 
with gilded glories, looking down upon the hanging 
lamps of the linau.” * 

♦ CUrk«. 

q2 
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In the mosques, called Osinanic, are pillars of 
Egyptian granite, twenty-two fet^t liigli and three 
feet in diameter ; and near it is the celebrated sarco- 
phagus of red porphyry, called the Tmnb of Comtan^ 
tine^ nine feet long, seven feet wide, and five feet 
thick, of one entire mass. In the mosque of sultan 
Achmet are columns of verde antico, Egyptian gra- 
nite, and white marble. Several antique vases of 
glass and earthenware are also tliere suspcaided, 
exactly as they were in the temples of the ancients 
with the votive offerings. 

Near the mosque of sultan Achmet*, which is 
one of the finest buildings in Constantinople, stands 
the Hippodrome, called by the Turks Etmeidon, 
which is no other than a translation of the ancient 
name ; it being made use of at present for exercising 
cavalry. 

It is a space of grvmnd five hundred and seventy- 
four yards in length, and one hundred and twenty- 
four in breadth, and at one end are two obelisks, the 
one of granite fifty-eight feet high, on which are in- 
scribed many Egyptian hieroglyphics. Tin? pedestal 
is adorned with has- relievos of hut ordinary sculp- 
ture, rt'presentiiig different actions of the emperor 
Tlu*odosius in relation to the races that were per- 
formed in the Hippo<lroino. In one ])lace, particu- 
larly, he is to be seen crowning a figure who is> 
supposed to be the person that had carried off the 
prisse. 

The other obelisk is composed of several pieces of 
stone, and seems, by many cavities hetw'cen the 
stones, to have been covered with brass plates; which, 
together with its height, must have rendered it 
superior to the former in • magnificence. Between 
these olielisks is the D elpliic pillar. 

* Loid Sand wick. 
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The aqueduct of tlic Roman emperors still remains*. 
It '^as first erected by Hadrian : it was called by 
his name ; subsequently it bore that of Valens, and 
of Theodosius. Hcing ruined by the Avans in the 
reign of Ileraclius, it was repaired by one of the 
Constantines. In a later period Solyman^ called the 
Magnificent, finding it gone to decay, caused it to be 
restored. It consists of a double line of arches, built 
witli alternate layers of stone and brick. 

Within the walls of Constantinople t the Greek 
emperors had formed, by excavation, a number oi 
immense cisterns, or reservoirs, which were always 
to be kept full^ and which might supply the capital 
in case of siege. One of them, though no longer 
performing the oftice for wdiich it was intended, is 
still one of the curiosities of Constantinople, to which 
all travellers arc conducted. It is a vast subter- 
ranean (‘difice, wdiose roof is supported by an im- 
mense number of columns, each column being curiously 
formed of three ))i liars placed one on the top of the 
other. The Turks call it the phice of the thou- 
sand and one columns” — not that the erdumns 
are really .so niinuTous — but because it is the 
favourite number of the oriental nations. Though 
the earth has, iu part, filled it up, it is still of great 
depth. 

The whole cavity, according to Dr. Walsh, is capa- 
ble of containing 1, *237, 939 cubit feet of water when 
full. It is now, however, dry ; and a number of silk- 
twisters have taken possession of it, and ply their 
trade at the bottom in almost utter darkness. There 
is another, also, which still exists as a cistern ; which 
Dr. Walsh, who first gave us any account of it, 
de8cril>es as being a simterraneous lake, extending 
under several streets, with an arched roof that covers 

* Clarke, f Chambeii. 
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and coDceals it, supported on three Iiundred and 
thirty-six magnificent pillars. 

Some remains of a large antique structure are seen 
on the side of the Hippodrome; and it has l>een con- 
jectured that this was the palace of the emperors ; 
others suppose it to have been part of the Basilica, 
the form of which Gyllius believes to have been 
quadrangular; in opposition to tliose who had de- 
scribed it as an octngoii. The Basilica was a collcg«) 
for the instruction of youth. In the reign of Basi- 
licus tliere happened a great fire, and which con- 
suming whole strcets, with many stahdy edifices, 
wholly destroyed the Basilica, togttluT with its 
library, containing six hundred thousand volumes. 
Amongst these curiosities there was a MS. of the 
Iliad and Odyssey, written in letters of gold ; upon 
a serpent's gut, one hundred and twenty feet in 
length. 

n hcler says that the Seven Towers do not look 
strong enough for a castle ; but sufficiently so for a 
prison ; which was the employment to which it waspiit 
for great men, or great malefactors, like the Tower of 
London. He was not pennitted to enter into it; hut 
he observed that one of the gateways was adorned 
with, bassi-relievi, or oblong tablets of w’^hite mar- 
ble. One of these represented the fall of Phaeton ; 
another Hercules fighting with a bull ; another 
Houles combating with Cerberus; and another, 
Yemis coming to Adonis during the time in which ho 
is sleeping. 

The appearance of these walls, says Ilobliouse, 
(the work of the second Theodosius), is more vene- 
rable than any other Byzantine antiquity ; their 
triple ranges rise one above^’the other in most places 
nearly entire, and still retaining their ancient battle- 
monts and towerci, which are shaded with large treoS) 
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which spring from the fosse, and through the rents of 
repeated earthquakes. 

The intervals between the triple walls, which are 
eighteen feet wide, are in many places choked up 
witli earth and masses of the fallen rampart ; and the 
fosse, of twenty-tive fi*et in breadth, is cultivjited and 
converted into gardens and cherry orchards, with 
here and there a solitary cottage. Such is the height 
of the walls, that to those following the road under 
them on the outside, none of the mosques or other 
buildings of the capital, except the towers of Tekkun- 
Saiia, aro visible ; and aa there are no suburbs, this 
line of majestic ranqiiirts, defenceless and trembling 
with ago, might impress upon the mind the notion, 
that the Ottomans liad not deigned to inhabit the 
conquered city, but, carrying away its people into 
distant captivity, hail left it an unresisting prey to 
the desolations of time. 

The Seven Towers reminded l^a Martine of the 
death of the first sultan, who was immolated by the 
Janissaries. Otlinuin was allured by them into the 
castle, and perished two days afterwards by the hand 
of the vixir Daoud, Shortly after, the vizir himself 
was conducted to the Seven Towers. His turban was 
torn off his head ; he was made to drink at the same 
fountain where the unfortunate Othinan had slaked 
his thirst ; and he was strangled in the same chamber 
iJt which he had strangled his master, ‘‘ I have seen 
the ruins of Athens, of Ephesus, and Delphi,'* says 
Lord Byron ; “ I have traversed great part of Turkey ; 
and many other parts of Europe, and some of Asia ; 
but I never beheld a work of nature or art, which 
yielded an impression like the prospect, on each side, 
from the Seven Towers 'to the Golden Horn.” 

* BAi'tbelemi ; WMieler; Gibbon ; Sandwteb; Habhouse; Bytvn; 
Ckrko ; La Mitrtine i Chambers ; Parker. 
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NO. XX.— CAIRO (old). 

This city is salj^, by some, to have been founded 
by Srinirainis, wlieu she invaded Egypt ; others sup^ 
pose.it to have been erected by the Persians under 
Cambyses in the place where Latopolis formerly 
stood. Strabo, however, asserts, that it was built by 
some barbarians who had retired thither by permis- 
sion of their sovereign ; and that in his time the 
i^omiins kept in garrison there one 9f the three legions 
that were kept in Egypt. 

Jt' is now called Fostat, and is situate between 
Grand Cairo and the Nik. It succeeded Memphis 
as the capital of Egypt; the histi>ry, therefore, of this 
place merges in the general one of Egypt. 

According to Elmanim in his history of the Arabs, 
Amrou, son of Eleas, built IVfnsr Fostat on the spot 
where he had formed his camp previously to his 
besieging Alexandria. Tin? governors sent by the 
caliplis afterwards made it their [)laco of residence. 
The situation on the banks of the Nile, and near to 
land that communicated with the Red Sea, soon made 
it very Hourishing. 

It was about two kagiics in circumference, when, 
five hundred years after its foundation, it was deli- • 
vered up by Schaonar, king of Egjrpt, in order to 
prevent its falling under the French (during the 
crusades), who set fire to it. The conflagration lastSd 
fifty-four days. Tlie unfortunate inhabitants quitted 
the ashes, and took refuge in Now Cairo, which then 
assumed the name of Masr, and the former one of 
Foatat was lost. 

Its environs are now scattered over with ruins^ 
which indicate its ancient extent ; and which, were 
history defective, would sufbciently attest it to be 
fjomparatively modern. They want the majestic 
character the Egyptians gave to tlietf edifices, and 
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tho imprcsBion of which time cannot efface. Neither 
spliynx, cohimn, . nor obelisk, can be found among 
those heaps of rubbish. 

At this place, however, are still to be seen 
Joseph's granaries; if this appellation may be given 
to a large space of ground, surrounded by walls 
twenty feet high, and divided into courts, without 
any roof or covering. Hut the only things worth 
seeing in the ancient Cairo arc the castle, and the 
aqueduct that conveys the water of the Nile into 
tho castle. It is supported by three hundred and 
fifty narrow and very lofty arcades. 

These are thus described by Rollin : — The cas^ of 
Cairo is one of the greatest curiosities in Egypt. It 
stands oii tho hill without the city, has a rock for its 
foundation, and is surrounded with walls of a vast 
height and solidity. Y ou go up to the castle by a 
way hewn out of the rock, and which is of so easy 
ascent, that loaded horses and camels get up without 
difficulty. The greatest rarity in this castle is 
Jost^ph's Well ; so called, either because the Egyptians 
are pleased with ascribing their most remarkable 
particulars to that great man, or because there is 
really such a tradition in the country. This is a 
proof, at least, that the w'ork in question is very 
ancient ; and it is certainly worthy the magnificence 
of tho most powerful kings of Egypt, This well hae, 
as it were, two stories, cut out of a rock to a pro- 
digious depth. One descends to the reservoir of 
water betwetm the two wells by a staircase seven or 
eight feet broad, consisting of two hundred and 
twenty steps, and so contrived, that the oxen em- 
ployed to throw up the water, go down with all 
imaginable ease; the descent being scarcely per- 
ceptible. Tho well is supplied by a spring, whicii is 
almost the only one in the whole country. Tho oaten 
,aro oontinually turninsr a wheel wUk « » — * 
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buckets are fastened. The water thus drawn from 
the first and lowermost well is conveyed by a little 
canal into a reservoir wliich forma tlie second well, 
from whence it is drawn to the top in the same 
manner, and then conveyed by pipes to all parts of 
the castle. 

The remains of Egyptian Babylon merit attention, 
says IMr. Wilkinson; and, among other objects shown 
by the monks, who live there, is a chamber of the Vir- 
gin, the traditions concerning which have? been treated 
by tlie credulous wdth the same pious feelings as the 
tree at Heliopolis. The station of Babylon is evi- 
dei^y of Roman construction, and jirobably the 
same that is mentioned by Strabo, in which one of 
the three Roman legions was quartered. It formed 
part of the town of Fostat, built by Amer, near the 
ruins of Babylon, and the mosque, called after him, 
marks the spot of his encampment, which subse- 
quently became the centre of tlic city he had founded. 
The extcrit)r of the Roman station still reminds us of 
its former strength, which defied tlie attacks of the 
Arab invaders for seven memths, and its solid walls 
still contain a village of Christian inhabitants. Over 
the triangular pediment of the doorway, which is on 
the south side, appears to have been an inscription, 
long since removed ; and in an upper chamber above 
one of the bastions of this now-closed entrance, is an 
old Christian record, sculptured on wood, of the time 
of Dioclcsian, which is curious from its material and 
the state of its preservation. 

Near Cairo are some ancient catacombs. These 
are situated beneath a mound in the middle of a 
plain, adjoining the pyramids of Saccara, wliich lies 
beneath the sandy surface. Dr. Clarke ascended into 
them by means of a rope-ladder. ‘‘The first chamber 
he entcr(?d contained scattered fragments of mum- 
mies, which had originally been plac^ on a shelf cut 
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out of the rock, and extending breast-high the whole 
length of this apartment : there are two tiers or 
stories of tliese cliainbcrs, one above the other, all 
presenting the same ajjpearance of violation and dis- 
order, and sinolliiig very oftensivcly. At some dis- 
tance from these, which were aj)parently appropriated 
to man, are those in which the sacred birds and ani- 
mals were deposited ; one apartment of which Dr. 
Clarke found filled with earthen jars entire, laid 
horizontally in tiers on one another, someth in^j like 
bottles in a wine-bm. They were about fourteen 
inches long, and conical in form, the cover being 
fixed on by some kind of cement ; when opened, jUiey 
were found to contain the bodies of birds (the ibis), 
with white feathers tipped with black, or the heads 
of monkeys, cats, and other animals, all carefully 
bandaged up in linen. 

Old Oairo sustained all the evils of a great fanzine 
in the year of Christ 597. We adopt the account 
given of this calamity from the Encyclopaedia Lon- 
dinensis : — ‘‘ Of the immher of ])oor who perished 
with hunger,** sjiys Ahtolhitiph, “ it is impossible to 
form any probable estimate ; but I will give the 
reader some information on this subject, whence ho 
may form a faint i<lca of the mortality >vith which 
Egypt was then afflicted. In Mesr, and Cairo, and 
their confines, wherever a person turned he could not 
avoid stumbling over some starved object, either 
aln.‘ady dead, or in the agonies of death." 

From Cairo alone nearly five hundred were daily 
carried out to the buryiug-grouiid ; and so great was 
tlio mortality in Mesr, that the dead were thrown 
out without the walls, where they remained uu- 
buried. 

But afterwards, when the survivors were no longer 
able to throw out the dead bodies, they were left 
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wherever they expired, in the houses, shops, or streets. 
The limbs of the dead were even cut in pieces, and 
used for food ; and instead of receiving the last offices 
from their friends, and being decently interred, their 
remains were attended by persons who were employed 
in roasting or baking them. 

In all the distant provinces and towns the inhabit* 
ants became entirely extinct, except in the principal 
cities, and some of the large towns, such as Kous 
Ashinunein, Mahalla, iSce., and even there but a few 
survived. 

In those days a traveller might pass through a 
city without finding in it one human creature alive, 
lie saw the houses open, and the inhabitants dead on 
their faces, some grown "putrid, and others who had 
recently expired. If he entered into the houses, he 
found them full of goods, but no one to mako use 
of tliem ; and ho saw nothing wherever he turned, 
but a dreadful solitude, and a universal desolation. 
This* account rests not on the information and autho* 
rity of a single person, but of many, whoso several 
assertions mutually confirmed each other. One of 
these gave information in the following words : — * 
“ We entered a city, where no living creature 
was to be found ; we went into the houses, and 
there we saw tlie inhabitants prostrate and dead, all 
lying in a wretched group on the ground, — ^the hus- 
band, the wife, and the children. Hence wc passed 
into another city, wliich contained, as we had heard, 
four hundred shops of weavers : it was now a desert 
like the former, — the artificer had expired in his 
shop, and his family lay dead around him. A third 
city, which we afterwards visited, appeared like the 
former, — a scene of death and desolation. Being 
obliged to reside in this place for some time, for the 
purpose of agriculture, we ordered persons to thro^ 
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the bodies of the dead into the liole at the rate of 
ten for a diakein. Wolves and hyenjis ivsortedjiere. 
in great numbers to feed on the corpses*.” 

NO. XXI. CANNAE. 

Cann-® is a small village of Apulia, near the 
Aufidus, famous for a battle between Hannibal and 
the Romans ; and as the spot where ‘ the battle 
was fought is still pointed out by the inhabitants, 
and is still denominated “ the field of blood,” we 
shall refresh the memories of our readers with an 
account of it. Botli armies having often removed 
from place to place, came in sight of each other near 
Cannae As Hannibal was encamped in a level open 
country, and his cavalry much superior to that of the 
Romans, A^imilius did not think ]>roper to engage in 
such a place. He was for drawing the enemy into 
an irregular spot, wdiero the infantry might have the 
greatest share of the action. But his colleague, who 
was wholly inexperienced, was of a contrary opihion. 
The troops on each side were, for some time, con- 
tented with skirmishes ; but, at last, one day when 
Yarro had the command, for the tw^o consuls took it 
by turns, preparations w’crc made on both sides for 
battle. iEinilius had not been consulted ; yet, though he 
extremely disapproved the conduct of his colleague, 
as it was not in his power to prevent it, he seconded 
him to the utmost. The two armies were very un- 
equal in numbers. Tiiat of the Romans, including 
tlie allies? amounted to eighty thousiind foot, and about 
six thousand horse; and that of the Carthaginians 
consisted but of forty thousand foot, all w'ell dis- 
ciplined, and of ten thousand horse, .^niilius com- 
manded the right wing of the Romans ; VaiTO the 
loft ; and ServiTius was posted in the centre, llan- 

* Elmanim ; Soniiini ; Browiif ; Bi-cwstor ; Clu'ko ; Eucyclop. 
Loiidincnsis ; Rees ; Wilkinsou. 
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iiibal, who had the art of taking all advantages, had 
.posted himself so as the south wind should blow 
directly in the faces of the Romans during the fight*, 
and cover them with dust. Then keeping the river 
A*ufidus on his left, and posting his cavalry on the 
wings, he formed his main body of the Spanish 
and Gallic infantry, which he posted in the centre, 
with half tlie African heavy armed foot on the right, 
and half on their left, on the same line with the 
cavalry. His army being thus drawn up, be put 
himself at the head of the Spanish and Gallic infantry, 
and having drawn themselves out in a line, advanced 
to begin the battle, rounding his front as he advanced 
near the enemy. The fight soon began, and the 
Roman legions that were in the wings, seeing their 
e(‘ntrc firmly cattacked, advanced to charge the enemy 
in flank. Hannibars main body, after a brave resist- 
ance, finding tbemsei ’es furiously attacked on all 
sides^ gave way, being overpowered in numbers. The 
Romans having pursued them with eager confusion, 
the two wings of the African infarttry, which was 
fresh, well armed, and in good* order, wheeled about 
on a sudden towards that void space in which the 
Romans had thrown themselves in disordtT, and 
attacked them vigorously on both sides without 
allowing them time to recover themselves, or leaving 
them ground to draw up. In the mean time, the 
two wings of the cavalry having defeated those of the 
Romans, which were much inferior to them, advanced 
and charged the rest of the Roman infantry, which 
being surrounded at once on every side by the ene- 
my s horse and foot, was all cut to pieces, after having 
fought with great bravery, .^niilius being covered 
with wounds, he received in the fight, was afterwards 
killed by a body of the enemy to whom be was not 
^own. Above seventy thoiWand men fell . in this 

•Roliifl. 
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Imttle; and the Carthaginians, so groat was their 
fury, did not give over the slaughter till Hannibal, 
in the very heat of it, cried out to them several 
times, “ 8top, soldiers, spare the vanquished.” Ten 
thousand men, who had' been left to guard the 
camps, surrendered themselves prisoners of war 
after the battle. Varro, the consul, retired to Venusia 
with only seventy horse ; and about fijur thousand 
men escaped into the neighbouring cities. Hannibal 
remained master of the liel<l, be being chiefly indebted 
for this, Jis well as for his former victories, to the 
superiority of his cavalry over the Romans, llilaherbal, 
one of the Carthaginian gcnerjils, advised Hannibal to 
march di]*ectly to Rome, promising him that within 
five days they should sup in the capital. Hannibal, 
answering, tliivt it was an aflair that required mature 
examination — “ I see,” iiiplios Maherbal, “ tliat tho 
gods have not endowed the same men with all talents. 
You, Hannibal, know bow to conquer, but not to 
make the best use of a victory.” It is pretended 
that this delay saved Rome and tlie empire. JSIany 
authors, ainl among the rest Livy, charge Hannibal 
on this occasion as if guilty of a capital error. But 
others, more reserved, arc not for condemning without 
evident proofs, so renowned a general, who, in tho 
rest of his conduct, was never wanting either in pru- 
d(‘nce to make choice of the best expedient, or in 
readiness to ]jut his designs in execution. Thej^ 
besides, arc inclined to judge favourably of him from 
the authority, or, at least, the silence of Polybius, 
who, speaking of the memorable consequences of this 
celebrated battle, says, That the Carthaginians were 
firmly persuaded, that they should possess themselvea 
of Rome at the first assault :” but then he does not 
mention bow this could possibly have been eflected ; 
as that city was very populous, warlike, strongly 
fortified, and defended with a garrison of two legions; 
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nor does he anywhere give' the lejist hint that STtch: 
a, project was feasible; or .that Hann8>al did 
in not attempting to put it in* eseaiition:. ' «*' ' *- ; 

Soon after the battle^ of . Hannibal 

spatched his brother to Carthage with the ne^mf of.his 
victory ; and at the same time to demand saccdurs, in 
order that he might he enabled to put end the 
war. Mago being arrived, made, in full senai^, a 
lofty speech, in which he extolled his brothi^s. ex- 
ploits, and displayed tKo great advantages he had 
gained over the Homans. And to give a more lively 
idea of the greatness of the victory,^ by speaking iii 
some measure to ’the eye, he poiiVfed out in ^ho middle 
of the senate a bushel of gold rings which had been 
taken from such of the Homan nobility as had fallen 
in the battle. 

A ridge of low hills *, hare of w'ood, and laid out 
in grass or corn land, ':oufincK the river for four mih'sj 
at the end of which, boonciy^ by knolls, stood the 
city of Cannse. The traces of the towm, liowovor, 
are very faint, consisting of fragments of altars, cor- 
nices, gates, walls, vaults, and under-gi’ound granaries. 
^ My eyes ranged at large over thcr vast expanse 
of unvariegated plains,” says Mr. Swinburne ; all 
was silent, not a man, not an animal, appeared to 
enliven the scene. Wc stood on ruins and over 
vaults ; the banks of the river were desert and wild. 
My thoughts naturally assumed the tint of the dreary 
prospect, as I reflected on the fate of Carthage and of 
Rome. Rome recovered from the blow she received 
in these fields; but her liberty, her fame, and tro- 
phies, have long been levelled in the dust. Carthage 
lies in ruins less discernible than those of the paltry 
walls of Cannes ; the very traces of thehi have almost 
vanished from the face of the earth. The daring 
proj ects, inarches, and exploits of her hero, oven the 
* Swinburoc. * 
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viotpi%^ otojt^ 4ihis spot; would, like-fthou- 

sad^of -otW humgi^ aohievements, have been long 
buriedjil oblivie^,.liai^not his very enemies consigned 
ftiw ^ ilbhioi’i^ity j 4br tbo annals of Carthage exist 
no lUKire/' . : . ^ r 

.The peasants sliot^^ Mr. Swinburne some spurs 
^ntid head^.of lances, which had been turned up by the 
ploush a ‘short time before he visited the spot, and 
told |iin!, that horse-loads of armour and weapons had 
been found and carried away at diiferent times *. 

- ' ' NO.J^CII. CAPUA. 

C A A, Qnce the 6h ief city of Campania, was founded 
by Capys, who is described as having been the father, 
or rather the companion, of Anchiscs. It was at 
one time so opnlent, that it was called the other 
Rom<).** 

^ Perhaps our readers will have no objection to have 
their memories refreshed by an allusion to the mistake, 
committed at this place by Hannibal. The details 
of it will give some variety to our page. It is thus 
related by Rollin, from the luminous page of Livy 
The battle of Cannae subjected the most powerful 
nations of Italy to Hannibal, drew over to his interest 
Graecia Magna ; also wrested from the Romans their 
most ancient allies, amongst whom the Capuans held 
the first rank. This city, by the fertility of its soil^ 
its advantageous situation, and the blessings of a long 
peace, had risen to great we^ilth and power. Luxury, 
and a flow of pleasures, the usual attendants on wealth, 
had corrupted the minds of all the citizens, who, from 
their natural inclination, were but too much addicted 
to voluptuousness and all excesses. Hannibal made 
choice of this oily for bis winter-quarters. There it 
was that his soldiers, who had sustained the most 
grievous toils, and br aved the most form id able dan*? 
• RolUn j Bwinbume. 

P 


VOL. I. 




210 RUINS UP ANCIENT CITIES, 

gers, w6re overthro-wn by delights and a profusion of 
all things, into which they jdungod with the greater 
eagerness as tlicy, till then, had been entire strangers 
to them. Their ooiirago was so enervated in this 
bewitching retirement, that all their after-efforts 
were owing rather to the fame and splendour of their 
former victories than to their present strength. When 
Hannibal marched his forces out of the city, one 
would have taken them for * other men, and the 
reverse of those w'ho had so lately inarched into It. 
Accustomed, during the winter season, to commo- 
dious lodgings, to ease and plenty, they were no 
longer ame to bear hunger, thhrst, long marches, 
watchings, and the other toils of war ; not to mention 
that ^11 obedience, all discipline, wt‘re laid aside." 

Livy thinks that Hannibafs stay at Capua is a 
reproach to his conduct ; and pretends that be there 
was guilty of an infinitely greater error than when . he 
neglected to march directly to Rome after the battle 
of Cannae : — “ For this delay,” says Livy, “ might 
seem only to have retarded his victory ; whereas this 
last misconduct rendered him absolutely incapable of 
ever defeating the enemy. In a word, as Marcellas 
observed judiciously afterwards, Capua was to the 
Carthaginians and their general, what Cannse had 
been to the Romans. There their martial genius, 
tjieir love of discipline, were lost ; there their former 
fame, and their almost certain hopes of future glory, 
ranished at once, and, indeed, from thenceforth, the 
a&irs of Hannibal advanced to their decline by swifl 
steps; fortune declared in favour of prudence, and 
victory seemed now reconciled to the Romans.” It is 
doubted, however, whether Livy has reason to impute 
all these fatal consequences to the agteeahle abode at 
Capua. It might, indeed, have been one cause, hut this 
would be a very inconsiderable one; and the bravery 
with which the forces of Hanuibal a^rwards defeated 
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the armies of consuls and praetors ; the towns they 
took oven in sight of the Homans; their main- 
taining their conquests so vigorously, and staying 
fourteen years after this in Italy in spite of the 
Romans ; all tlicse circumstiinces may induce us to 
believe that Livy lays too much stress on the delights 
of Capua. In fact, the chief cause of the decay of 
llannibars affairs was his want of necessary supplies 
and succours from (Jarthage. 

The revolt of Caj)ua to the Carthaginians proved 
its ruin ; for when taken by the consuls Fulvius and 
Claudius, it was punished for its perfidy. Gcnseric, 
the Vandal, however, was more cruel than the Homans 
had been ; for lie massacred the inhabitants and burned 
the town to the ground. Narscs rebuilt it ; but in 
84 1 it was totally destroyed by an army of Saracens, 
and the iiiliabitants driven to the mountains Some 
time after the retreat of these savage invaders, the 
Lombards ventured down again into the plain ; but 
not deeming their force adequate to the defence of so 
grt at a circuit as the large city, they built themselves 
n smaller one on the river, and called it Capua. 

In 1501 this new city was taken by storm by the 
French, who, according to Guicciardini and Giannone,* 
committed the most flagitious acts of rapine, lust, 
and enormity. 

The amphitheatre of Old Capua,” says Mr. 
Forsyth, “ recals to us the sublime image of Spar- 
tacus. It resembles the Coliseum in its form and in 
its fate. Both were raised on magnificent designs — 
Tiegligently executed. Both have sufiered from bar- 
barians and from modem builders ; but the solitude 
of the Campanian ruin has exposed it to greater 
dilapidation than the Roman has yet undergone. 
Part of its materials has emigrated to mc^erii 
Capua ; a part is buried in its o wn arena. The first 
^ Swiiibui'iic, 
p2 
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order of columns is half interred ; the second has none 

entire.” 

Though much defaced by the loss of its marble *, 
this structure oflFers many ornaments peculiar to itself. 
It is considerably smaller than the Flavian amphi- 
theatre at Rome ; but worthy of the first among the 
second cities of the empire ; the monuments still to 
be seen on the spot arc certainly of a date long posterior 
to Capua's independence, and even to that of Homan 
liberty. The lower order of the amphitheatre is 
Tuscan ; the second Doric. What the upper ones 
were cannot be ascertained : on the keystone of each 
arcade was the bust of a deity of a colossal size and 
coarse execution, much too massive for the rest of 
the work. It had four entrances, and was built of 
brick, faced with stone or marble. The little value 
set upon brick has preserved it; while the other 
materials have been torn down to mend roads and 
build cottages. 

“ From Caserta,” says Mr. Forsyth, it is but 
half an hour s ride to the remains of ancient Capuaf . 
Some tombs on the road, though ruined and encum*- 
bered witli bushes, display a variety of sepulchral 
forms, unknown during the Homan republic. Most 
of the Campanian tombs, anterior to Cuesar, bad been 
demolished by his soldiers, while searching for painted 
vases; for Capua, though late in learning the ceramic 
art, was more productive than the rest of Campania.” 
Vases have lately been discovered here in great 
variety, and antiquaries find out. purposes for them 
all ; either in the form, or the size, or the painting, or 


* Swinburne. f Forsyth 

t Livy ; Rollin ; Swinburne ; Forsyth. 
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NO. XXIII. — CARTHAGE 

Carthage wasfoumlcd by the Tyritans about the 
yeai* of the world 3158, and 846 before Christ; tliat 
is, at tlie period in which Joash was king of Judah. 
Its empire lasted about seven hundred years. 

The Carthaginians were indebted to ‘the Tyrians 
not only for their origin, but their manners, customs, 
laws, religion, and their general application to com*- 
merce. They spoke the same language with the 
Tyrians, and these the same with the Canaanites and 
Israelites ; that is, tlie Hebrew ; or at least a language 
entirely derived from it. 

The strict union, which always subsisted between 
the Phamicians and CaHhaginians, is remarkable. 
When Cainbyses had resolved to make war upon the 
latter, the Phcenicians, who formed the chief strength 
of his flcH)t, told him plainly, that they could not 
serve him against their countrymen : and this decla- 
ration obliged that prince to lay aside his design. 
The Carthaginians, on their side, were never forgetful 
of the country from whence they came, and to which 
they ow’ed their origin. They sent regularly every 
year to Tyre a sliip freighted with presents, gs a 
quit-rent or acknowledgment, paid to their ancient 
country ; and its tutelar gods had an annual sacrifice 
offered to them by the Carthaginians, who considered 
them as tlieir ])rotector8. They never failed to send 
thither the first fruits of their revenues, nor thc^ 
tithe of the spoik taken from their enemies, or 
4 oiferings to Hercules, one of the principal gods of 
Tyre and Cartilage. 

The foundation of Carthage is ascribed to Elisa, a 
Tyrian princess, better known by the name of Dido. 
She married her relation, whose name was Sichseus. 
Her brother was Pigmalion, king of Tyre. Sichasiis 
being extremely rich, Pigmalion put him to death in 
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order to seize upon his wealth ; but the plan did not 
succeed ; for Dido managed to elude his avarice, by 
withdlrawing from the city with all her husband's 
possessions. Taking all these out to sea, she wan- 
dered about for some time ; till, coming to the gulf; 
on the borders of which IJtica stood, about fifteen 
miles from Tunis, then but too well known for its 
corsairs, she landed for the purpose of considering what 
plan it would be proper to pursue. Invited by the 
hope of profit, the people of the neighbouring country 
soon began to frequent the new settlement ; and those 
brought others from more distant parts, and the town 
soon began to wear an air of importance. 

Utica having also been raised by a colony from 
Tyre, its inhabitants entered into fritmdship with the 
new comers. They deputed envoys with considerabhj 
presents, and exhorted them to build a city. This 
exhortation was seconded by the native of the coun- 
try. All things conspiring to so great an object, 
Dido immediately entered ibto a treaty with the 
natives for a certain portioft of land, and h.aving 
agreed tot^ay an annual tribute to the Africans for 
the ground on which the town was to stand, she 
built that celebrated city, so universally known, and 
gave it the name of Carthada, or Carthago, a word 
signifying the “ Now City 

Dido was soon sought in marriage by the king of 
Getulia, named larbus. Having detennined on never 
marrying again, out of compliment to her lost bus* 
band, Sichaeus, she desired time for consideration. 
We must now follow the true history, and neglcc# 
the false one ; that is, wo must follow Justin, and 
altogether disregard Virgil ; since, to answer the 
purposes of his poem, as well as tliose of a political 
nature, he has fixed the building of Carthage no less 

* The tele about puiTlia»in)^ go nitu'h laml at an ox't hidf would 
cover, being a mere poetical fiction, it of course omitted. 
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ihan three Imndred years before the .period in which 
it actually occurred. 

Justin's account is this* “ Jarbus, king of the 
Mauritanians, sending for ten of the principal Carthn- 
ginians, demaudcd Dido in marriage, threatening to 
declare w^ar against her in case of refusal. The 
ambassadors, being afraid to deliver the* message of 
larbiis, told her, with puuic honesty, that he wanted 
to have some person sent him, who was capable of 
civilizing and yndishing himself and his Africans; 
but tlierc was no possibility of finding any Carthagi- 
nian. who would be w’illing to quit his native place 
and kindred, for the conversation of barbarians, who 
were as savage as the wildest beasts. Here the 
queen, with indignation, interrupted them, asking 
if they were not ashamed to refuse living in any 
manner which might he beneficial to their country, 
to which they owed their lives. They then delivered 
the king’s message, and bade her set them a pattern, 
and sacrifice herself to her country’s welfare. Dido, 
being thus ensnared, called on Sichapus, with tears 
and lamentations, and answerc<l that sh^igyould go 
where the fate of her city called her. At the expi- 
ration of three months she ;iscended the fatal pile, 
and with her last breath told the spectators, that she 
was going to her husband, as they had ordered her.” 

The first war made by the Cart1i«*iginians was 
against the Africans, in order to free themselves from 
the tribute they had engaged to pay. In this, how- 
ever, they were foiled. They afterwards carried 
^leir arms against the Moors and Nnmidians, and 
won conquest from both. They had then a dispute 
with Cyrene, on account of their respective limits. 
This quarrel was settled without much trouble. They 
f'oon after conquered Sardinia, Majorca, and Minorca. 
Then they added many cities in Spain to their 
* Lib. xxiii. ch. 6. 
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oonquSfts ; libo]^]gb i^ho^'^u at .what period 

they entered th^it counti^, ndir how far they extended 
their conqixcsi)s.^‘ Their ' cjf^ucsts weie slow at tho 
first; but in the. process of' time, they subjugated 
nearly tho whole 'country. They became soon after 
masters of nearly airSjcily.f Tiris excited the jealousy 
of the RoiyTans ; , and SicSly becanie an arena for'^tbe 
trial of their respective strength. What a fine field 
of batfl^,** sai^f Pyrrhus," as he Jloft that isj^nd, ‘*do 
wo leave lUg Carthaginians and Romans 

The wars oet ween Rome and Carthage wemtlureo, 
and they are called, in the history of the foAner city, 
“Punic" wars. The first lasted twenty-four years ; 
then there was an interval of peace, but that expired 
at the end of twenty- four years more. The second 
Punic war took up seventeen years ; and then ensued 
another interval of forty-nine years ; followed by the 
third Punic war, which tciminated, after a contc'st of 
four years and some months, in the total destruction 
of Carthage. 

The first was terminated in a treaty to the follow- 
ing effe cy, that “ there shall be peace between tho 

* Pol) bins ha<» transmitted to ns a treaty of peace eoncliiticd 
between Philip, son of Demetrius, king of Maeedon, and the Car- 
thaginians, in which the great respect and veneration of the latter 
for the deity, Ihtir inherent persuasion that the gods assist and 
preside over human affairs, and particularly over the solemn treaties 
made in their name and presence, are strongly displayed. Mention 
' is therein n>adc of five or six different orders of deities ; and this 
enumeration appenrs very extraordinary in a public instrument, such 
as a treaty of ()ence concluded between two nations. .Wo will beic 
present otir reader with tho very words of the historian, as it 
give some idea of the Carthaginian theology. This treaty wascoiM 
eluded in the prcsenco of Jupiter, Juno, and Apollo; in the presence 
of the diemon or genius (^Saifiovos) of the Cartliaginians, of Hercules 
and lolaus ; in the presence of Mars, Triton, and Neptune ; in' the 
presence of all the confederate gods of the Carthaginians ; and of 
the. s^n, the moon, and tho earth ; in the presence of tho rivers, 
meads, and waters ; in the presence of all those gods who possess 
, Carthage.’'— Rollin. 
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Cflitbaglnians and floinatks,;;Oix t^Vfoiyipwjng condi- 
'tioQs; — Tbe'Cartluigintana shall eyacuatc all Sicily; 
shall no longer make war a^gainsi the j^yracusans or 
their allies; ^ia]l restore to j^he, Romans, iivifliont 
ransQpa, all< tho prisoners wfaoj)! they shall have 
takea.from them’ ; -pay one thousand talents of silver 
immediately ; and tw9 thousand two hun'dred talents 
of silver wjtlikf the spac^ of ten years; and, also, 
depart Qut of all the isidhds situated Jbetween Italy 
and Sicily.^ Sardinia^ was not coinprehectded in this 
treaty; ,but tliey gave it up m a treaty sonic years 
after. *^;:S'his was the longest war that had then been 
known in any country ; it having lasted four-and- 
tweuty years. The obstinacy in disputing for em- 
pire,” says the historian, “ w'as equal on both side« ; 
the same resolution, the same greatness of soul, in 
forming as well as in executing of projects being 
equal on both sides. The Cartliaginians had the 
superiority over the Romans, with regard to naval 
adairs ; the strength and swiftness of their vessels ; 
the working of them ; tl^ skill and capacity of their 
pilots ; the knowledge of coasts, shallow^roads'and 
winds ; and in the inexhaustible fund of wSilth which 
furnished all the expenses of so long and obstinate 
a war. 

The qualities and capabilities of the Romans were 
of a diilereiit character. They bad none of the advan- 
tages above stated ; but their courage, and regard for 
the public good, are said to have supplied all of 
them ; and their soldiers were greatly superior to 
|tIiose of Carthage, not only in skill but in courage. 

The Cai-thagmians had scarcely closed the war 
with the Romans, than they were engaged in another 
against the mercenaries who had served under them 
in Sicily. This was a short but a very sanguinary 
war. These mercenaries being r^umed to the neigh- 
bourhood of Carthage, were unjustly treated, in not 
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being pitid the wages they had earned by the assist « 
ance they had given. Complaints, seditious and 
insolent murmurs, were heard on every side. These 
troops being composed of difterent nations, who were 
strangers to one another s language, were incapable of 
bearing reason when they once mutinied. They con- 
sisted of Gauls, Ligurians, Spaniards, and natives of 
the Balearic islands ; a great number of Greek slaves 
and deserters ; and a large number (»f Africans. 

These troops having been* trifled w-ith by the 
Carthaginian govonmient, the members of which 
attempted to defraud them of no small share of what 
they had earned, broke out into ungovernable fury, 

'• OJid being twenty thousand strong, n)arched towards 
^'*‘^arthage, and encamped at Tunis, a city not far from 
' the metropolis. 

The insurgtmts now began to act the part their 
employers had act them the example of. They rose 
in their demands far above what was due to them ; 
and the Cai-thaginiaiis at length saw the error of 
having given way to a disl^nest policy. The points 
at issue, however, were at last, in a great measure, 
arranged, when two soldiers among the mercenaries 
found means to raise the whole of their comrades into 
mutiny, and engaged Several cities to take up tlieir 
cause. Their army amounted, after a while, to seventy 
thousand men. Carthage had never been in such 
urgent danger before. The command of the army 
was given to Hanno. Troops were levied by land and 
sea ; horse as* well as foot. All the citizens capable 
of bearing anns were mastere<l ; all their ships were 
refitted ; and mercenaries were enlisted from all parts. 
On the other hand, the insurgents harassed theni 
with perpetual alarms, advancing to their walls by 
night as well as by day. 

When the mcrceigirics, who had been left in 8aT^ 
dinia, heard of what their comrades had effected in 
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Africa, they shook off their yoke in imitation, mur- 
dered tite general who commanded them, and all the 
Carthaginians who served under him ; and a suc- 
cessor, who was sent from Carthage, also the forces 
whicli had accom])anied him, went over to the rebels. 
They hung the now general on a cross, and put all 
the Carthaginians then in Sardinia to the sword, 
after making them suffer inexpressible torments, 
'rhey then besieged all the cities ono after another, 
and soon got possession of the whole country. 

When they hud effected this, they quarrelled 
among themselves ; and the natives taking advantage 
of that, became soon enabled to drive them out of 
the island. They took refuge in Italy, wliere, after 
some scruples on the part of the Romans, they in- 
duced that people to sail over to Sardinia, and render 
themselves nnisters of it. When the Carthaginians 
heard of this, they were highly indignant ; and the 
matter terminated, at length, in wdiat is called tho 
Second Punic war. 

This war had many remote causes besides tho one 
we have just stated : hut for these, as well as its 
astonishing variety of incidents and fortunes, we must 
refer to the various histories of the two states. We can 
only state tho issue. We cannot, however, deny 
ourselves the satisfaction of quoting what Rollin says 
with regard to the general subject ; — “ Whether we 
consider the boldness of the enterprises ; the wisdom 
employed in the execution ; the obstinate efforts of the 
two rival nations, and the ready resources they found 
rill their lowest ehh of foiliune; the variety of uncommon 
events, and the uncertain issue of so long and bloody a 
war ; or, lastly, the assemblage of tho most perfect 
models in every kind of merit ; we cannot but consider 
them as the most instructive lessons that occur inhis^ 
tory, either with regard to war,pqjicy, or govemmeut* 
Neitlier did two piore powerful, or, at least, more 
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warlike states or nations make war against each other ; 
and never had those in question seen themselves 
raised to a more exalted pitch of power and glory.” 

Though, as we have already liinted, there were 
many remote causes for this war, the more immediate 
one was the taking of Suguntuin by the Cartha- 
ginian general, Hannibal. We shall speak of the 
fall of this city when wo come to describe its ruins, 
whicli still remain. 

Words, we are told, could never express tliQ grief 
and consternation with which the news of the taking 
of Saguntuin was received at Rome. The senate 
sent immediately deputies to C^arthage to inquire 
whether Saguntuin had been besieged by order of 
the republic ; and, if so, to declare war ; or, in case 
the siege had been undertaken solely by the autho- 
rity of Haunibnh that he should be delivered up to 
the Romans. The senate not giving any answer to 
this demand, one of the deputies took up the folded 
lappet of his robe, and said in a proud voice, “ I 
bring here either peaco or war ; the choice is loft to 
yourselves.” To this the senate answered, We 
leave the choice to you." The deputy then declared, 
“ I give you war then.” ‘‘ And we,” answered the 
senate, “ as heartily accept it ; and we are resolved 
to prosecute it with the same cheerfulness.” Such 
was the beginning of the second Punic war. 

During this war Hannibal made his celebrated 
march over the Alps. He entered Italy, and fought 
the battles of Ticinus, Trebia, Thrasymene, and 
Cannae. He besieged Capua, and then Rome. In..< 
the mean time Scipio conquers all Spain ; and 
having been appointed consul, lie sets sail for Africa, 
and carries the war into the bosom of the Cartha- 
ginian state. Success attended liim every where. 

When the council of ^^one hundred” found tliis, 
they deputed thirty of their body to the tent of tlic 
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Roman general, when they all threw themselves 
prostrate upon the earth, such being the custom of 
the country, spoke to him in terms of great submis- 
sion, and accused Hannibal of being the author of ail 
their calamities, and promised, in the name of the 
senate, implicit obedience to whatever tlie Romans 
should be pleased to ordain. 

Scipio answered, that though he was come into 
Africa for conquest, and not for peace, he would, 
nevertheless, grant them one, upon condition, that 
they should deliver up all the Roman prisoners and 
deserters ; that they should recal their armies out of 
Gaul and Italy; that they sliould never set foot 
again in S])ain ; that they should retire out of all the 
islands between Italy and Africa; that they should 
deliver up all their ships except twenty ; give the 
Romans five hundred thousand bushels of wheat ; 
three hundred thousand of barley ; and, moreover, 
pay to the Romans fifteen thousand talents. 

These terms the Carthaginians consented to ; but 
their compliance was only in appearance : their design 
being to gain time to recal Hannibal. That general was 
then in Italy. Rome -was almost within his grasp, 
lie had, perhaps, «>sci7ied it, had he marched thither 
immediately on gaining tho battle of Cannae. The 
order to return home overwhelmed him with in- 
dignation and sorrow. Never banished man," 
says Livy, “ showed so much regret at leaving his 
native country as Hannibal did in going out 
of that of an enemy.” He was exasperate al- 
most to madness to see himself thus forced to quit 
his prey. Arriving in his own countr}"— for we must 
hasten our narrative— that celebrated meeting be- 
tween tho two generals at Zama took place, which 
makes so conspicuous a figure in Roman and Car* 
thi^nian history. 

. The issue of this meeting was a battle, iu which 
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the Carthaginians, after an obstinate engagement, 
took to iliglit, leaving ten thousand men on the field 
of battle. Hannibal escaped in the tumult, and 
entering Carthage, owned that he was overthrown ; 
that the disaster was irrecoverable; and that the 
citizens had no other choice left but to accept what- 
ever tenns the conqueror chose to impose. 

After some difficulty and opposition in the Car- 
thaginian senate, peace was agreed upon. The terms 
were exceedingly hard. They were these : — that the 
Carthaginians should continue free and preserve their 
laws, torritoric‘8, and the cities they possessed in Africa 
during the war. That they should deliver up to the 
Romans all deserters, slaves, and captives belonging to 
them ; all their 8h!))s, except ten triremes ; all their 
tame elephants; and tliat th^*^ should not train up any 
more for war. That they should not make war out of 
Africa, nor eycn in that country, without obtaining 
leave for that purpose of the Roman people ; should 
restore to Masinissa all they had dispossessed either 
him or his ancestors of ; sliould furnish money and 
corn to the Roman auxiliaries, till their ambassadors 
should be returned from Rome ; should pay to the 
Romans ten thousand Euboic talents* of silver in 
fifty annual payments, and give one hundred hostages, 
who should be nominated by Scipio. 

These were hard terras indeed ; and when Scipio 
burnt all the ships, to the amoui]^ of fivo hundred hi 
the harbour of Carthage, these ships which had 
been the cause of all the power of Carthage, Car- 
thage appeared to its inhabitants as if it never could 
j,recover ; nor, indeed, did it ever do so. Tho blow 
was fatal. 

This war lasted seventeen years : the peace which 
succeeded, fifty t. Twenty-five years after it W(i8 

* 1,750,000/. ; tliat », 95,000/. anDually. » 

t Polybius acquaints us, that the raiiRcatloa of the ariieles of 
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concluded, Hannibal poisoned himself at the court of 
Primias. 

^ Wo must now pass to the war, whicli soon after 
occurred between the Carthaginians and Masinissa, 
king of Nuinidia. In this war the Carthaginians 
were, in tlic end, worsted. Scipio the yjounger, who 
afterwards destroyed Carthage, was present at the 
battle, lie bad been sent by liucullus, who com- 
manded in Spain, to Masinissa to desire some ele- 
phants. During the whole engagement, he is repre- 
sented as standing upon a neighbouring hill; and 
was greatly surprised to see Masinissa, then eighty- 
eight years of age, mounted, agreeably to the custom 
of his country, on a horse without a saddle*, flying 
from rank to rank like a young oflicer, and sustaining 
the most arduous toilsb The fight was very obsti- 
nate, and continued all day ; but at last tbe Cartha- 
ginians gave way, and Masinissa afterwards tnraed 
their camp into a blockade, so that no provisions 
could reach them. A famine ensued, and then the 
plagucf. They were, in consequence, reduced to 
agreeing to the king’s terms, which were no other 
tlian those : — to deliver up all deserters ; to pay five 
thousands talents of silver in fifty^ycars, and restore 

^rconicnt between the Romans and the Cauliaginians, was per. 
formed in this nianncr : the Carthaginians swore by the go<1s of 
ilieir countiy ; niid the Romans, after their ancient custom, swoi'e 
i>y a stone, and then bjg Mars. They swore by a stone thus : — 

** If Ikecp my faith, may the gods voiichsafo their assistance, and 
givo me success ; if, or; the contrary, I violate it, then may the 
other party l>o entirely safe, and pi'eservcd in their country, in their 
laws, in their possessions, and, in a word, in all their rights and 
liberties ; and may I perish and fall alone, as now this stone does 
and then bo lets the stone full out of bis hands. 

Livy’s account of the like cercmoiiv is something more par* 
Ucolar ; yet differs Hi tic in substance, only that he says the herald's 
concluding clause was, otherwise may Jove strike the Roman peo- 
pie, as I do this hog and accordingly he killed a hog that atood 
by, with the stone which he held in hie hand.— Kinhett# 
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all exiles. They were, also, made to suffeT the igno- 
*;ininy of passing under the yoke ; and dismissc^d with 
only one suit of clothes for each. Nor did their 
' misfortunes terminate here. Giilussa, the son of 
"Masinissa, whom the Carthaginians had treated in a 
disrespectful manner, intercepted them with a body 
of cavalry. They could neither resist nor escape. 
The consequence of which wjis, that out of fifty- 
eight thousand men only a very few returned to 
Carthago. 

During the latter part of the second Punic war, it 
was stated in the Homan senate, ‘ that Rome could 
never be in safety while Carthage was permitted to 
exist : — “ Carthage," said Cato, at the close of all 
his speeches, “ must be destroyed." The time soon 
'^came, in wdiich the threat %af* to be carried into 
execution : and this brings us to the commencement 
of the third and last Punic war. It lasted only 
four years ; and yet it terminated in the total ruin 
and destruction of Carthage. 

This war arose out of. that which the Cartha- 
ginians had waged against Masinissa; that prince 
being jin ally of the Romans. The vanquished^party 
sent to Rome tojustify their procet?dihg9. When 
the matter chine to be €febated in the senate, Cat#,^ 
and Scipio were of different opinions. Nasica de- 
sired the preservation of Carthage, in order that the 
people might, who were grown uitcessively insolentf 
. have something to fear. Cato, on the other hand, 
thought, tliat as the people had become what Nasica 
represented them, it was highly dangerous that so 
ffOwerbsA an enemy as Carthage should be allowed to 
remain. They may one day conquer ns, so great 
is our prosperity." lie was but lately returned from 
Africa; and he represented in the senate, that he 
had not found Carthage ^hausted either of men or 
, money. On the contrary, that it was fdll of vigorous 
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young and abounded with iinmonse quantities 
of gold and silver, and prodigious magazines of anns^ 
and all warlike stores ; and was, moreover, so haughty* 
and confident on account of all this, that their hopes i 
and ambition had no bounds. . On saying this, he» 
took from, the lappet of his coat a fe\Y figs, and, 
.throwing them on the table, and the senators ad^ 
miring them — he called out, ‘‘ Know, this ; it is but 
three days those figs wxre gathered ; so short is the 
distance between the enemy and us.’* 

The Carthaginians not liaving made good their 
cause in regard to their conduct towards Masinissa, 
war was declared against them, nnd^ the generals*, 
who were charged with the command, received strict 
injunctions not to end the war but with the destruc- 
tion of Carthago. ^ ' . 

These instructions the Carthaginians did not 
become acquainted with till some time after. They, 
therefore, sent deputies to uiAke all manner of sub- 
mission. They were even instructed to declare, if neces- 
sity required, that they werp willing to give themselves 
up, with all they possessed, to the will and pleasure of 
the Itomans. On arriving at Rome, the deputies found 
that JtJe war had been, before their arrival, already 
^ adKially sailed. 

TOey therefore returned to Carihage with certain 
proposals, in complying with which the Romans 
(k^clared. they woqjd be satisfit»d. Amongst the 
terms demanded were thr^ hundred hostages, the 
flower and the last hopt^ of the noblest famili^ 
in Carthage. No spectacle, wo are told, was ever 
.more moving : nothing was heard but cries ; nothing, 
seen but tears ; and all places echoed with groans 
and lamentations. Above all, the unhappy mothezsi 
bathed in tears, tore their dishevelled hair, beat their 
breaet% and expressed their grief in i&tnm m moving^ 

, * M. MaiiiUua snd L. Maixittts Ctmtoriaua ' / ■ " 



226 \ BUINS OF ANCIENT , CITIES. 

tbai eveii sav^e beasts might have been moved to 
compassion. Sut tbe scene is stated to have been 
much more moving when the fatal moment .arrived 
virhen, after having accompanied their children to the 
ship, they bade them a long and last farewell, per- 
suaded that they should never see them again. They 
wept a flood of tears over them, embraced th^ with 
the utmost fondness, clasped them eagerly in their 
'arms, and could not be prevailed upon to part with 
them, till they were forced away. 

When the hostages arrived at Rome, the deputies 
were informed that when they should arrive at Utica, 
the consuls would acquaint them with the orders of 
the republic. The deputies, therefore, repaired to 
Utica, where they received orders to deliver up, 
without delay, all their arms. This command was 
put immediately in execution ; and a long train of 
waggons soon after arrived at the Roman camp^ 
laden with two hundred thousand complete sets of 
armour, a numberless multitude of darts and javelins, 
with two thousand engines for shooting darts and 
stones. Then followed the deputies, and a ^reat 
number of the most venerable senators and priests, 
who came with the hope of moving the Romins to 
compas8ioii^ilV"hen they ariived, Censoriaus addressed 
them in tbe following mimner ; — 1 cannot but oom- 
m^d the readiness ^th which you execute the 
orders of the senate. They hav% commanded 
tell you, that it is their will and pleasure, that 
di^iart out of Carthage, which they havn .Miolved 
entirely to destroy; and that you remove into any 
^ other pa^ of your dominions you shall think |Hroper, 
provided it be at the distance of eight stadia '(twelve 
miles) from the sea." , # , 

Tbo^instant the consul bad pronounced this fulmU 
n^ing decree, nothing was hei^ ainoii^ tbe Qartlia’* 
bnt shrieks and bowlings. Being now in a: 
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manner thunderstruck, they neither knew wiiere 
they were, nor what they did ; but rolled themselves 
ill the d^ist, tearing their clothes, and unable to vent 
their grief any otherwise but by broken sighs and 
deep groans. Being afterwards a little recovered, 
they lifted up their hands with the^ air of suppliants, 
one moment towards the gods, and* the next towards 
the Romans, imploring their mercy and justice with 
regard to a people, who would soon be reduced tO; the 
extremities of despair. But as both the gods and 
men were deaf to their fervent prayers, they now 
changed them into reproaches and imprecations ; 
bidding the Romans call to mind, that there were 
such beings as avenging deities, whose severe eyes 
wore ever open on guilt and treachery. The Romans 
themselves could not refimin from tears at so moving 
a spectacle: but their resolution was fixed. The 
deputies could not even prevail so far as to get the' 
execution of the order suspended, till they should 
have an opportunity of preseifting themselves again 
before the senate, if possible, to get it revoked. They 
wa!e forced to set out immediately, and carry the 
answento Carthage. 

The people waited for their return, with such an 
impatience and terror, as vi^rds can never ex^ness. 
It was scarcely possible for.Jjhem to break through 
ihe crowd that flocked oromd them, to *hear the 
answer which was but too strongly painted in their 
fiices* 'When tliey were cUme into the senate, and 
had declared the barbarous orders of the Romans, 
k genial shriek informed the peoptis of their to6 
lamentable fate; b^d from thatjnstant nothing was 
seen or he^ in every paVI of the city but howling 
and despair, madness and fury. The consuls made 
no great haste to march against Cssrihage; not ^s- 
pectitig^ th^ had reason t6 be und^ apprehension 
from mat qity, as it was now ^BaraOd. Hoirever, 
a2 
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{he InbabitATits took advantage of ibis delay to put 
themselves in a posture of defence, being all unani- 
mously resolved not to quit the city. They ap- 
pointed, as a general, without the walls, Asdrubal, 
who was at the heiid of twenty thousand men ; and 
to whom deputies were sent accordingly, to entreat 
him to forget, for his country's sake, the injustice 
which had been done to him, from the dread they 
were under of the Homans. The command of the 
troops, within the walls, was given to another As- 
drubal, grandson to Masinissa. They then applied 
themselves to making arms with considerable expe- 
dition. The temples, the pal;ices, the open markets 
and squares, were all changed into so many arsenals, 
where men and women worked day and night. 
Every day were made one hundred and forty shields, 
three hundred swords, five hundred pikes or javelin^, 
a thousand arrows, and a great number of engines to 
discliarge them ; and because they wanted materials 
to make ropes, the women cut off their hair, and 
abundantly supplied their wants on. this occasion. 

The Goml>at, which was carried on from the tops 
of the houses, continued six days, during which a 
dreadful slaughter was made. To clear the streets, 
and make way for the troops, the Romlins dragged ^ 
aside with hooks the bodies of such of the inhabitants ' 
as bad been slain, or precipitated headlong from the 
houses, and threw them into pits, the greatest part 
of them being still alive and panting. 

There was still reason to believe that the siege 
would last mu^h longer, and occasion a great efiusion 
of blood. But on the seventh day there appearj^d.a 
company of men, in a supplianf* posture and hahit, 
who desin^ no other conditions, but that the Romans 
woidd.be pleased to spare the* lives of all those S^ho 
should be willing to leave the citadel ; which ^requoist 
Was grai^ted them. The deserters only wefo excepted. 



RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. 229 

Accordingly, there came out fifty thousand men and 
women, who were sent into the fields under a strong 
guard. The ^ deserters were about nine hundred 
Finding tliey would be allowe^ no qupter, they for- 
tified themselves in the temple of -^isculapius, with 
Asdrubal, his wife, and two children ; where, though 
their number was but small, they might have hdd 
out a long time, because the temple stood on a very 
high hill, upon rocks, to which the ascent was by 
sixty steps. But, at last, exhausted by hunger find' 
watchings, oppressed with fear, and seeing their 
destruction at hand, they lost all patience, when, 
abandoning the lower part of the temple, they retired 
to the uppermost story, and Tesolved not to quit it 
but with their lives. 

In the moan time, Asdrubal, being desirous of 
saving his owm life, camd down privately to Scipio, 
carrying an olive-branch in his hand, and threw him- 
self at hie feet. Scipio showed him immediately to 
the deserters, who, transported with rage and fury 
at the sight, vented millions of imprecations against 
him, and set fire to the temple. Whilst it was light- 
ing, wo are told tliat Asdnibars wife, dressing her- 
self as splendidly as possible, and placing herself and 
her two children in sight of Scipio, addressed him 
with a loud voice ; — I call not down,” says she, 
‘‘ curses on thy head, O Roman, for thou only takest 
the privilege allowed by the laws of war ; but may 
the gods of Carthage, and thou, in concert with them, 
pimish, according to his deserts, the false wretch who 
has betrayed his country, his gods, his wife, his 
children! Then directing her^lf to Asdriibal, 
♦‘'perfidious wretch!” says she, “ Ihou bas^t of 
cif^atures t this fire will presently consume both me 
and my childreiv,; but as to thee, too shameful general 
of Carthage, — -go, — adorn the gay triumph of thy 
^iiq;ueiror,«^8uffer, in the sight of alt the^tor^- 
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tures thou so justly deseryest V‘ She had ito sooner 
pronounced th^ worda^ but, seiadng her children, 
she out their throats, threw them into the flames, 
and afterwards rushed into them herself ; in which 
she was imitated by all the deserters. With regard 
to Setpio, when he saw this famous city, which^ad 
flourished seven hundred years, and might have been 
compared to the greatest empires od account of the 
extent of its dominions both by sea and land, its 
mighty armies, its ^fleets, elephants, and riches, and 
that the Carthaginians were even superior to other 
nations, by their courage and greatness of soul, as, 
notwithstanding their l>eing deprived of armies and 
ships, they had sustained, for three whole years, all 
the hardships and calamities of a long siege ; seeing, 
I say, this city entirely ruined, historians relate, that 
he could not refuse his tears to the unhappy fate of 
Carthage. He reflected i;hat cities, nations, and 
empires, are liable to revolutions no less than parti- 
cular men ; that the like sad fate had attended Troy, 
anciently so powerful ; and in latter times, the Assy* 
rian^ Medes, and Pemians, whose dominions were 
once of so great an extent ; and lastly, the Macedo- 
nians, whose empire had been so glorious throughout 
thd world. Full of these mournful ideas, he repeated 
the following verses of Homer : — 

The ihall come, that great avengiag day, 

.Which Troy'e'proud gloriea ia the duet ehall lay t ^ 

When Priam*s powers, and Priam's self shall fidl, 

And one prodigious ruin follow all. 

Thereby denouncing the future destiny of Borne, as 
himsdf GonfesseXto Polyhiu^ who desired Sotpo 
to explain himself on that oocasion. Cartha^ being 
takm in this manner, Scipio gave the plunder of it 
(the ^Id, silver, statues, and oth^ ofl^rin^ v^hich 
sbonld be found in the temples excepted) to his sol- 
diers for seven days, , After this, adorning a very 
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small skip with the enemy’s spoils, he sent it to 
Rome, with the news of t^ victory.' At the same 
time he ordered the inhabitants of Sicily to come and 
take possession of the pictures and statues, which the 
Carthaginians had plundered them of in former wars. 

When the news of the taking of Caithage was 
brought to Rome, the people abandoned tliemselves 
to the roost immoderate transports of joy, as if the 
public tranquillity kad not been secured till that 
instant. AU ranks and degrees of men emulously 
strove who should show^ the greatest graiitude to- 
wards the gods; and the citizens were, for many 
days, employed wholly in solemn sacrifices, in public 
prayers, games, and spectacles. . 

After those religious duties were ended, the senate 
sent ten commissioners into Africa, to regulate, in 
* conjunction with Scipio, the fate and condition of 
that country in times to*come. Their first care was 
to demolish whatever was still remaining of Carthage: 
and we may guess at the dimensions of this famous 
city by what Florus says, viz,, that it was seventeen 
days on fire before it could be all consumed. Rome, 
though mistress of almost the whole world, could not 
believe herself safe as long as even the n^me of C^- 
thage was in being. Orders were given that it should 
never be inhabited again ; and dreadful imprecations 
were denounced against those, who, contrary to this 
prohibition, should attempt to rebuild any parts of 
it. In the mean time, every one, who desired it, was 
admitted to see Carthage ; Scipio being well pleased 
^0 have people view the sad mins of a city, which 
i|ad dared- to contend for empire* with the majesty of 
Romek^ 

Commerce, strictly speaking, was the occupation 
of Cwikage, thn/p^icular wjeot of its. industry > , 
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and its peculiar and predominant characteristic. It 
formed the greatest strength and the chief support 
of that commonwealth. In a ‘word, it may be 
.adirmed, that the power, the conquests, the credit, 
and the glory of the Carthaginians, all flowed from 
trade. 

This gives Mr. Montague an op]>ortiinity of com- 
paring Carthage with England : — “ To the comiucr- 
eial maxims of the Carthaginians, we have added 
their Insatiable lust of gain, without their economy, 
and contempt of luxury and efleminacy. To the 
luxury and dissipation of the Homans, we have 
joined their venality, ivithont their military spirit : 
and we feci the pernicious effects of the same species 
of faction, which was the great loading cause to ruin 
in both those republics. The Roman institution was 
formed to make and to presc'ive thoir conquests. 
Abroad invincible, at lioma invulnoraJde, they pos- 
sessed within themselves all the resources requisite 
for a ivarlike nation. The military spirit of their 
, people, where every citizen was a soldier, furnished 
inexhaustible supplies for their annies abroad, and 
secured them at homo from all attempts of invasion. 
The Carthaginian was better calculated to acquire 
than to preserve. They de|)ended upon commerce 
for the acquisition of wealth, and upon their wealth 
for the protection of their commerce. They owed 
their conquests to the venal blood and sinews of other 
people ; and, like their ancestors the Phoenicians, cx- 
jiibited their money bags as symbols of their power. 
They trusted too much to the valour of foreigners, and 
tbo little to that of their own natives. Thus while 
they were formidable abroad by their fleets and mer- 
cenary armies, they were weak and defenceless at 
home. But the great event showed how dangerous 
it is for the greatest commercial nation to rely on 
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this kind of mercantile policy^ and iliat a nation of 
unarmed undisciplined traders can never be a match, 
whilst they are so circumstanced, for a nation of 
soldiers/' * 

Notwithstanding the denunciations of the senate 
against all who should attempt to rebuild Carthage, 
the senators were induced, in a very shqrt period, 
themselves to sanction the undertaking. 

Wlicn IVfarius took refuge in Africa, outcast and 
deserted, he is said to have dwelt in a hovel amidst 
the ruins of Carthage. The answer of Marius to the 
praitor of Africa, is one of the finest indications of a 
strong mind recorded in history. Oppressed with every 
speciesof misfortune, Marius, after escaping many dan- 
gers, firrived at length in Africa; where he hoped to 
liavc reccivc'd sonie mark of favour from the governor, 
lie was scarcely lauded, however, when an officer 
came to him, and addressed him after the ftdlowing 
manner : — “ Marius, 1 am diweted by the pnetor to 
forbid your landing in Africa. If, after this message, 
you shall persist in doing so, he will not fail to treat 
you as a public enemy." Struck with indignation at 
this unexpected intelligence, Marius, without making 
any reply, fixed his eyes, in a stern menacing manner, 
upon the officer. In this position he stood for some 
time. At length, the officer desiring to know whe- 
ther ho chose to return any answer ; — Yc^” replied 
Marius, “ go to the praetor, and tell him that thou 
hast seen tlic exiled Marius, sitting among the ruins 
of Carthage V 

Twcaity-four years after the victory of iBmilianus 
(b. c. 142), the sedition of Tiberius Gracchus began 
to be formidable to. the patricians, since he was sup- 
ported by the great body of the people in his endea- 
vours to pass an Agrarian law. Giraccl^us, finding 
himself unable to accomplish his purpose, was pro- 
* Harmonics of Nature. 
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baUy not unwilling to accept the offer, made to him 
by the senate, of becoming the leader of six thousand 
citizens to the site of Carthage, for the purpose of its 
restoration. From this, however, die was terrified by 
a dn^am.. 

It seems probable, nevertheless, that a few buildings, 
began to spring up among the ruins. Julius Caesar 
determined on rebuilding it, in consequence of having 
beheld, in a dream, a numerous army, weeping at the 
fate of Carthage. His death prevented the fulfilment 
of his purpose. Augustus, however, sent three thou- 
sand Romans thither, or rather, within a short dis- 
tance of it, who were joined by the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country. 

From this time it app^rs to have increased in 
beauty, convenience, and the number of its inha> 
bitants. 

In the early part of the fifth century, however, 
Genscric having, invaded Africa, the whole of the 
fruitful provinces, from Tangier to Tripoli, were 
in succession overwhelmed, and Carthage was sur- 
prised, five hundred and eighty-five years after its 
destruction by the younger Scipio, 

At this time, we are told*, Carthage was consi- 
dered as the Rome" of the African world. It con- 
tained the arms, the manufactures, and the treasures 
of. six- provinces ; schools and gymnasia were insti- 
tuted for the education of youth; and the liberal 
arts v^ere publicly taught in the Greek and Latin 
languages. 

The buildings were uniform and magnificent ; a 
shady grove was planted in the midst of the city ; 
the new port, a secure and capacious harbour, was 
subservient to the commercial industry of citizens 
and strangers ; and the splendid games of the circus 
and the theatre were exhibited^ 


* Gibbon. 
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After Oenseric had permitted his licentious troops 
to satiate tlieir rage and avarice, he promulgated an 
edict, which enjoined all persons to deliver up their 
gold, silver, jewels, and valuable furniture and ap- ^ 
parel, to the royal officers ; and the attempt Jbo secrete 
any part of their patrimony w*as punislied with tor- 
ture and death, as an act of treason against the state. 

Carthage never recovered this blow, and it fell 
gradually into such insignificance, that li disappeared 
.altogether from the records of history. 

We now select a few passages from Mons. Cha- 
teaubriand <aTid Sir George Temple, in respect to its 
present condition. 

The ship in which I left Alexandria,” says the 
former, having arrived in the* port of Tunis, we 
cast anchor opposite to the ruins of Carthage. 1 
looked at them, but was unable to make out what they 
could be. I perceived a few Moorish huts, a Mahom- 
medan hermitage at the point of a projecting cape ; 
sheep browsing among the ruins — ^ruins so far from 
striking, that I could scarcely distinguish them from 
the ground on which they lay — this was Carthage. 
In o^eirto distinguish these ruins, it is necessary to 
go methodically to work* 1 suppose then that the 
read(T sets out with me from the port of Goltetha, 
standing upon the canal by which the lake of Tunis 
discharges itself into the sea. Riding along the shore^ 
in an east-north-east direction, you come in about 
half an hour to some salt-pits of the sea. You be^n 
to discover jetties running out to a considerable dis- 
tance under water. The sea and jetties are on your 
ri^ht ; on your left you perceive a great quantity of 
rmns upon eminences of unequal height, and below 
these ruins is a basin of circular form and of con- 
siderable depth, which formerly communicated witli 
the sea by means of a canal, traces of which are still 
to he seen. This hasin must be, in piy opinion, the 
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Cothon or inner port of Carthage. The remains of 
the immense works, discernible in the aca, would, in 
this case, indicate the site of the outer mole. If I 
> am not mishiken, some piles of the dam, constructed 
by Scipio, for the purpose of blocking up the port, 
may still be distinguished. I also observed second 
inner canal, which may have been the cut, made by 
the Carthaginians when they opened a new passage 
for their fleet.” 

At the foot of the hill at Maallakah * are tlie found- 
ations of an amphitheatre, the length of which ap- 
pears to have been about three hundred feet by two 
Iiundred and thirty, and the dimensions of the arena 
one hundred and eighty by one hundred. 

There are, also, tfie ruins of a very extensive edi- 
fice, supposed to have been the temple of Ceres. 

Some trifling fragments of edifices, ami the traces 
of its trijile walls, are all that remaiu of the Byrsa’s 
^plendid fanes and palaces; though many pieces of rare 
marbles have been found, as serpentine, giallo, rosso, 
and porphyry. Nor is there any remain of the 
famous temple of iEsculapiiis, the approach to which 
was by a magnificent flight of steps, and rendered so 
iiileresting from having been the place in whose 
flames Asdruhars wife di^stroycd herself, her children, 
and nine hundred Roman deserters, ratlier than sub- 
mit to the yoke of the haughty vanf[uiBhers of her 
country. 

Sir George Temple’s observations are vefry beau- 
tiful Early in the morning, I walked to the 
site of the great Carthage— of that town, at the 
sound of whose name mighty Rome herself had 
60 often trembled — of Carthage, the mistress of 
powerful and bravo anflies, of numerous fleets, and 
of the world’s commerce, and to whom Africa, Spain, 
Sardinia, ^/fjTsica, Sicily, and Italy herself, bowed in 
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submission as to their sovereign ; — in short, ‘ (Jar* 
thago, (lives opum, studiisqiie aspcrritna belli/ I 
was prepared to see but few vestiges of its former 
grandeur ; it had so *often suffered from the devas- 
tating effects of war, tliat I knew many could not 
exist: but niy heart sunk within me, when, ascending 
one of its hills, (from whose sunimit the eye em- 
braces a view of the whole surrounding country to 
the edge of the sea,) I beheld nothing more than 
a few scattered and sha]>eliiS9 masses of^ masonry 
Yes, all the vestiges of the splendour and magni- 
ficence of the mighty city had, indeed, passed away, 
and its very name is now unknown to the present 
inhabitants f /* 

NO. XXIV. — CATANEA. ' 

Tins city, situated at the foot of Mount Etna, was 
fimndod by a colony from Chalcis, seven hundred and 
fifty-thnic years before the Christian era; -and soon 
after tlie settlement of Hymeuse. There have no]i| 
been wanting some, however, to assert that ancient 
Catanc^a was one of the oldest cities in' the world. 

It fell into the hands of the Romans, and became 
the residence of a pru'tor. 

It was then adorned with sumptuous buildings of 
all kinds. It was destroyed, however, by Pompey ; 
and restored by Augustus with greater magni- 
ficence. It was lai’ge and opulent. Being so con- 
tiguous to Mount Etna, it is rendered remarkable 

* “A company, formed at Paria, for exploiingf^the mins, of 
Carthape, has already met with great success. A large house has 
^ been discoveretl on the margin of the sea, near Bouij-Jedid. 
Paintings in fresco, siiuilar to those at Pompeii, adoni many of the 
rooms, and beautiful mosuics, represcutiiig men, women, and 
nymphs, fishes of various kinds, tigers, gazelles, &o, have been 
found. Fifteen cases with these precious relics have anivod ut 
Toulon.’* — Litfitanf Gassette^ May 19, 1838. 

i*i|||alybins ; Livy; Cicero ; Justin *, Rollin ; Kennott ; Oibbon) 
Montague; Chateaubriand ; Clarke; Sir Geoige Tempte. 
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for the fatal overthrows to which it has been sub- 
jected by the eruptions of that mountain ; in some of 
which it has been known to^ischarge a stream of 
► lava four miles broad and fifty feet deep, and ad-' 
vancing at the rate of seven miles in a day. 

The number of eruptions from the page of history 
are 61, 


From the time of Thueydides (e.c. 481) . 3 

In the year b , c , ... I 

' In A.D. 44 1 

A.D. 252 ... .1 

During the 12th century . . 2 

13th . . . 1 

14th . . . 2 

15th . • . 4 

16th ... 4 

17th ... 22 

ISth . . . 32 

Since the commencement of the 19th cent. . 8 


— 81 total. 

In 1693 Gatanea was entirely destroyed by an 
earthquake, so that hardly one stone remained upon 
another. It began on tbe^ 9th January, and on the 
* 11th the earth opened in several places. Almost in 
a moment 11,000 persons, who had fied to the 
cathedral for shelter, perished by its fall ; the canon, 
with the ministers at the altar, and about one 
hundred persons, being * all that escaped. The 
undulations of this shock were felt, it is said, in 
Qermany, Prance, and even in England. Fifty-four 
towns of some magnitude were, more or less, sufierers 
by this earthquake, and the total loss of human life, 
it is supposed, amounted to nearly one hundred 
thousand. 

‘‘ The preset town," says Malte Brun, “ is well 
built. Its fine edifices are so many proofs^ not of its 
prosperity, but of its misfortunes ; for, in* Gatanea^ 
houses never become old ; they give way eitllpr to 
lava or volcanic shocks. It is to the earthquakes 
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1693 and 1783 that it owes its magnificence; almost 
wholly destroyed, it was rebuilt with greater regu- 
larity. Most of its edifices, however, have b^n 
injured by the shocks in 1819.'* 

A great many antiquities are contained in the 
Biscari Museum, which was founded by a wealthy 
noble of the same name, who spent his ‘fortune in 
exploring or digging for antiquities in' the territory of 
Catanea. The ancient theatre and amphitheatre, the 
old walls, baths, and temples, were buried under 
several layers of lava and alluvial deposits, that were 
I'emoved by the same individual ; lastly, the town 
is indebted to him for several ancient statues. 

“ There arc many remains of antiquity," says Mr. 
Brydone, “ but niost of them are in a very ruinous 
state. One of .the most remarkable is an elephant of 
lava, with an obelisk of Egyptian granite on Ms back« 
There are also considerable remains of a great theatre, 
besides that belonging to the prince of Biscaris,^ 
a large bath, almost entire; the ruins of a great 
aqueduct eighteen miles long ; the ruins of seversil " 
temples, one of Ceres; another of Vulcan. The 
ohurch, called Bocca di Fuoco, was likewise a tem- 
ple. But the most entire of all is a small rotunda, 
which, as well as the rotunda at Rome, and some 
others to be met with in* Italy, demonstrates that 
form to be the most duaablo of any." 

.There is also a well at the foot of the old walls, 
where the lava, after running along the parapet, and 
and then falling forwards^ produced a very com- 
plete Aud lofty arch over the spring. 

Through the care, and at the expeqse of prince 
Bisoaris, many other monuments of ancient splen- 
dour and magnificenco have been recovered by digging 
down to the ancient town, which, on account of the 
numq^s torrents of lava that have flowed out oC 
. Mpunt«Etna for the last thottsand years, is now to be 
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sought for ill dark caverns many kfii hfdp^ tho prC' 
sent surface of the earth. 

Mr. Swinlmrnc states, that he descended iilto bath*^, 
sepmehres, an amphitheatre, and a theatre, all very 
much injured by the \ arious ^catastrophes that have 
befallen thorn, lie found, too, that these buildings 
were orectc^d not on the solid ground and with In'ick 
or stone, but dn old beds of lava; and with square 
pieces of the same substance, which, in no instance^ 
fippears to have been fused by the contact of novy 
lavas : the sciarra or stones of old lava havii^ coii- 
s^tly proved tin strong a ban*icr agaipst the :£wing 
torrent of fire as any other stone could liave been, 
though some authoi^ have been of opinion, tbgt the 
hot matter would melt the whole mass, nnd incor- 
porate itself with it. , 

There* ^was a temple at C.vtanoa, dedicated to 
Cferes, in which none but women were permitted to 
appeal' *. 


NO XXV. — ( IIAUrEDON. 

This place, which stands opposite Byzantium, was 
built by a colony ffom Megara, some years before 
Byzantium, viz, u. c. 685. Its position was so impru-* 
dently selected, that it was called the city of blind 
ment ; by which was intimated the inconsiderate 
plan of the founders. It yms built on a sandy and 
barren soil, in preference to the rich one on the opiui- 
site side of the Bosphorus, on which Byzantium was 
afbe^ards founded. ^ 

Chalcedon, in the time of its prosperity, Was con*- 
siderable ; i%ot only on account of its buildings, but 
the wealth of its inhabitants, who enriched themselves 
greatly by commerce; more especiallyfby tho ex- 

, I ... ■ I i T i wp 

* Svtiobunie; BrvUone; Malte Briin; Knc>plop, LonUiji|^siB. 

By Pliuy, Simbo, and Tautus. 
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portattott of purple dye, which was found in great 
quantitfes upon its coast. 

• In ancient times it underwent many revo- 
lutions; being firsf subdued by Otanes, general of 
the Persians, whose father Sisanes, one of the judges 
of the Persian empire, having pronounced an unjust 
sentence, was flayed alive by the order of Cambyses. 
Not’ long after this the Lacedemonians made them- 
selves masters of it, but were obliged to give place to 
the Athenians, who contented themselves with im- 
posing upon the inhabitants an annual tribute, which 
they in time neglecting to pay, were again redui^ 
to obedience by Alcibiadcs. Afterwards, with the 
rest of the world, it passed under the dominion of 
the Itomabs, who w-ere succeeded by the Greek 
emperors, under whose administration it became 
famous by a celebrated council of the church (a. 
327), which is recorded under the name of the council 
of Chalccdbn. 

A tribunal also was here erected by the Emperor 
Julian, to try and punish the evil ministers of his ** 
predecessor, Constantins. “We are now delivered," 
said Julian, in a familiar letter to one of his most 
intimate friends, “ we arc now surprisingly delivered 
from the voracious jaws of the hydra. I do not 
mean to apply that epithet to my brother, Constan- 
tins. . He is no more ;i-^may the earth lie light on 
his head ! But his artful and cruel favourites studied 
to deceive ailid exasperate a prince, whose natural 
mildness cannot be praised without some efforts of 
sEdulation. It is not my intention, however, that 
these men should be oppressed ; they are accused, and 
they shall enjoy the benefit of a fair and impartial 
trial." Tba.i^xecutions of some of these men, one of 
whom'(Paulu8) was burned alive, were accepted, savB 
the historian, as an inadequate atonement by the 
widows and orphans of so many hundred^ Bomans, 

. vOl, u ^ ' * R 
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whom those legal tyrants Had betrayed and mur- 
dered. 

Persians, Greeks, Goths, Saracens, and Turks, by 
turns, despoiled Chalcedon. The walls were razed 
by Valens, and much of the materials was employed 
in the aqueduct of Constantinople that bears his 
name, and which was, by a singular coincidence, 
repaired by Soliman II., from the remaining ruins of 
this devoted city. 

Here it was that the infamous Ituhnus, so justly 
stigmatised by Claudian, built a magnificent villa, 
which he called the Oak*. 1 le built, also, a church ; 
and a numerous synod of bishops met in order to 
•consecrate the wealth and baptise the founder. This 
double ceremony was performed with extraordinary 
pomp. 

A. D. 602, Chalcedon became remarkable for the 
murder of the Emperor Maurice and his five sons ; 
and afterwards for th«it of the empress, his widow, 
and her three daughterst. The ministers of "death 
were despatched to Chalcedon (by Phocas). They 
dragged the emperor into liis sanctuary ; and the five 
sons of Maurice were successively murdered before 
the eyes of tlicir agonised parent. At each stroke, 
which he felt in his heart, he found strength to re- 
hearse a pious ejaculation : — Thou art just, 4) Lord ! 
and thy judgments are righteous.** 

It is now a small place, known to the Turks by 
the name of Cadiaci ; but the Greeks still call it 
by its ancient name. It is a miserable village, inha- 
bited by a few Greeks, who maintain themselves by 
their fishery, and the cultitation of their lands. 
Wheler found an inscription, importing that Evanto, 
the son of Antipater, having made a prosperous 
voyage towards the Abrotanians and the islands 
Cy aneae, a n d hence desiring to retu rn by the iBgean 
* Quercus. f Zonaras, apud Cryll. 
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Sea and Ponius, offered cakes to the statue he had 
erected to Jupiter, who had sent him good weather 
as a token of a good voyagd 
Pococke says, “ There are no remains of the ancient 
city, all being destroyed, and the ground occupied 
by gardens and vineyards.” “We visited tlie site of 
Chalcedon,” says Dr. Clarke, “ of which cify scarcely 
a trace remains ; landing also upon the remarkable 
rock, where the light-house is situate, called the 
tower of Leander, The Turks call it the ‘ Maiden s 
Castle ;* possibly it may have been formerly used as 
a retreat for nuns, but they relate one "of their ro- 
mantic traditions concerning a princess, who secluded 
herself upon this rock, because it had been foretold^ 
she should die by the bite of a serpent, adding, that 
slic ultimately here encountered the death she Sought 
to avoid*.” 


NO. XXVI. CIIwERONEA, 

A CITY in Boeotia, greatly celebrated on account 
of a battle fought near it betAveen Pliilip of Macedoii 
and the Athenians. 

The two armies encamped near Chseronea. Philip 
gave the command of Jiis left wing to his son 
Alexander, who was then but sixteen. He took the 
right y/ssiog upon himself. In the opposite army the 
Thebans formed the right wing, and the Athenians 
the left. At sunrise the signal was given on botli 
sides. The battle was bloody, and the victory a 
long time dubious; both sides exerting themselves 
with astonishing valour. At length Philip broke 
the sacred band of the Thebans t, which was the 


♦ Julian ; BartlicU’iny ; Gibbon ; Pococke ; Claike. 

The sacred battalion famous in bislury. It consisted of a 
body of young warriors, brought up together, at the public expense, 
ill the citadel. Their exercises and even their Rmusemeiits were 
Toguluted by the sounds of tbo flute, and in order to prevent, their 
R 2 
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flower of tlieir army. The rest of the troops being 
raw, Alexander, encouraged by his example, entirely 
routed. 

The conduct of the victor after this victory shows 
tliat it is much easier to overcome an enemy than to 
conquer one's self. Upon his coming from a grand 
entertainment which he had given his officers, being 
equally transported with joy and wine, he hurried to 
the spot where the battle had been fought, and there, 
insulting the dead bodies with which the field was 
covered, he turned into a song the beginning of the 
decree, which Demosthenes had prepared to excite 
tlie Greeks to war, and sang thus, himself beating 
time ; “ Demosthenes the Peanian, son of Demos- 
thenes, has said." Everybody was shocked to see 
the king dishonour himself by this behaviour ; but 
no one opened his lips. Deinades, the orator, whose 
soul was free, though his body was a prisoner, was 
the only person who ventured to make him sensible 
of the indecency of this conduct, telling him — Ah, 
sir, since fortune has given you the part of Aga- 
memnon, arc you not ashamed to act the part of 
Thersites?" These w’ords, spoken with so generous 
a liberty, opened his eyes, and made him turn in- 
ward ; and so far from being displeased with 
Deinades, he esteemed him tho more for them, 
treated him with the utmost respect, and conferred 
upon him all possible honours. 

courage from dcgencraling into blind fury, care was taken to in« 
Spiro them with the noblest and most animated sentiments. Each 
warrior choso from the band a friend to whom he remained inse- 
parably united. These three hundred warriors were anciently dts-' 
tributed iu troops at the head of tho different divisions of the army. 

Philip destroyed this cohort at tho battle of Chceronca, and the 
]irinee seeing these young Thebans strotched on the field of battle 
covered with honourable wounds, and lying side by side on the 
ground on which they had been stationed, could not restrain his 
tears, — Baiithrlrmy. 
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The bones of those slain at Oliaeronea were carried 
to Athens ; and Demosthenes was charged with com- 
posing a culogium, for a monument erected to their 
memory 

ThU earth entombs those victims to the state, 
fell a glorious sacrifice to zeal. - 
Cjlrccce, on the point of wearing tyranUchains, 
by their deaths alone, escape the yoke. 

This Jupiter decreed : no effort, mortals, 

('an save yon from the mighty will of fate. 

To gods alone'^belongs the attribute 

Of being free from crimes with never-ending joy. 

According to Procopins, Cha?ronea and other places 
in Bceotia (also of Achaia and Thessaly) were de- 
stroyed by an earthquake in the sixth century. 

The Acropolis * is situated on a steep rock, dif- 
ficult of access ; the walls and square towers are, in 
some places, well preserved ; and their style, whicli is 
nearly regular, renders it probable, that they were 
constructed not long before the invasion of the 
Macoduiiians, 

The ancient Necropolis is on the cast side of the 
Acropolis, behind the village : the remains of several 
tombs have been uncovered by the rains. The 
church of the Holy Virgin contains an ancient chair 
of white marble, curiously ornamented. It is called 
by the villagers the throne of Plutarch t. 

There are two ancient circular altars with fluted 
intervals, in the manner of an Ionic or Corinthian 
column* Altars of this kind were placed on the 
road side. They Were unstained with fire and blood, 
being set apart for exclusive oblations of honey, 
cakes, and fruit. Those altars are common in Greece, 
and generally formed of coarse black stone ; those of 
Chseronea, however, arc of white marble. They are 
frequently found in Italy, and are at present used as 
pedestals for large vases, their height being in general 

* bodwell. f Ibid, 
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about three feet. They are never inscribed, and 
sometimes not fluted ; and are frequently represented 
on painted ten*a-cotta vases. 

Some Ionic fragments of small proportions are 
scattered among the ruins. On the rock there wis 
anciently a statue of J iipiter ; but Pausanias men- 
tions no temple. The theatre stands at the foot of 
the Acropolis, and faces the plain. It is the smallest 
in Greece, except one at Mesaloggion ; but it is well 
preserved. Indeed, nothing is better calculated to 
resist tlie dev«astations of time than the Grecian 
theatres, wlien they are cut in the rock, as they 
generally are. 

‘‘ The sole remains of this town," says Sir John 
TTobhouse, “ arc some largo stones six feet in length, 
and the ruins of a wall on the hill, and part of a shaft of 
a column, with its capital ; the seats of a small amphi- 
theatre, cut out of the rock, on the side of the same 
hill ; in the flat below, a fountain, partly constructed 
of marble fragrnents, containing a few letters, not 
deciphefsable ; some bits of mjirblc pillars, just ap- 
pearing above ground, and the ruins of a building of 
Roman brick." 

Two inscriptions have, we understand, lately been 
discovered at this place; one relative to Apollo, the 
other to Diana, f^veral tombs have been also dis- 
covered and opened. 

Though a respectable traveller asserts, that the 
battle of Chseronea, by putting an end to the turbu- 
lent independence of the Grecian republics, introduced 
into that country an unusual degree of civil tran- 
quillity and political repose, we cannot ourselves 
think so ; tve therefore subjoin, from Dr. Lcland, a 
short account of the conqueror's death. 

“ When the Greeks and Macedonians were seated 
In the theatre, Philip came out of his palace, attended 
by the two Alexanders, bis son and son-in-law. lie 
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was clothed in a white flowing robe, waving in soft 
and gi'aceful folds, the habiliment in which the 
G rccian deities were usually represented. He moved 
forward with a heart filled with triumph and exub 
tation, while the admiring crowds shouted forth their 
flattering applause. His guards had orders to keep 
at a considerable distance from his person, to show 
that the king confided in the affections of his people, 
and had not the least apprehensions of danger amidst 
tall this mixed concourse of different states and na- 
tions. Unhappily, the danger was but too ne«ar him. 
The injured Pausanias had not yet forgot his wrongs, 
but still retained those terrible impressions, which 
the sense of an indignity he had received, and the 
artful and interested representations of others, fixed 
deeply in his mind. He chose this fatal morning for 
the execution of his revenge, on the prince who had 
denied reparation to his injured honour. His design 
had been for some time premeditated, and now was 
the dreadful moment of effecting it. As Philip 
marched on in all his pride and pomp, this young 
JVIacedonian slipped tli rough the crowd, aifll, with a 
desperate and malignant resolution, waited his ap- 
proach in a narrow passage, just at the entrance into 
the theatre. The king advanced towards him : Pan- 
sanias drew his poniard ; plunged it into his heart ; 
and the conqueror of Greece, and terror of Asia, fell 
prostrate to the ground, and instantly expired *. 

NO. XXVII. — CORDUBA. 

“ Arc we at Cordova ? " says a modem writer. 

The whole reign of the Omniad Caliphs passes, in 
mental review, before us. Once the seat of Arabian 
art, gallantry, and magnificence, the southern king- 
dom of Spain was rich and flourishing. Agriculture 

* Rollin ; Bartheloiny ; Leland; Hobhouse ; Dodwell ; Lcland. 
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#aa ffespefeted ; the fme arts cultivated ; gardens 
vrfSke formed ; roads exi^cuted i palaces erected / and 
physics, gjeometry, and astronomy, advanced. The 
inhabitants were active and industrious ; accomplish- 
ments were held, in esteem ; and the whole state of 
society formed a striking contrast to that of every 
mother in Europe.*' 

It was situated in' Hispanic Bcetica, having been 
built by Marccllus. • It was the native place of both 
the Senecas, and Lucan. Indeed, it produced, in 
ancient times, so many celebrated characters, that it 
was styled the “mother of men of genius.” Its 
lawS were written in verse ; and its academy was 
partly distinguished^or its cultivation of the Greek 
language, as well as for rhetoric and philosophy. It 
became celebrated, also, under the Moors. 

Of its ancient grandeur, however, Cordova has 
preserved nothing but a vast inclosure, filled with 
houses, halfin ruins!^- Its long, narrow, and ill-paved 
streets arc almost deserted ; most of the houses arc 
uninhabited ; and the multitude of churches and con- 
vents wftch it Contains, arc besieged by a crowd of 
vagabonds, covered with rags. The ancient palace 
of the Moors has been converted into stables, in 
which, till within these few years, one hundred An- 
dalusian horses were usually kept. Their genealogy 
was carefully preserved ; and the name and age of 
each written over the stall in which he stood. In 
the place appropriated to bathing, is part of a Cufic 
inscription. 

'Cordova was called at first Corduba, and after- 
wards Colonia Patricia, as appears from inscriptions 
on the numerous medals which have been discovered 
in this city and neighbourhood. 

From the Eomans it passed successively under the 
dominion of the Goths and Arabs ; and, while the 
latter swayed the sceptre of Spain, Cordova became 
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preremincntly distinguished, we have just st|kted^^ 

as the scat of arts, sciences, and literature. ^ 

About ten miles from this pls^cc is a small town, 
called by tlie ancients Obiibea* ; and we mention 
it here ipcrely because it reminds us that Julius 
Caesar came thither to stop the progress of Pompey's 
sons, who had a little before entered Spain in twenty- ' 
seven daysf. ‘ * 

NO. XXVIII. — CORCVRA. (CORFU.) 

Gone VRA is an island in the Ionian Sea, on the coast 
of Epirus : it is now called Corfu; was first peopled by 
a colony from Colchis, n. c. 1349, and afterwards by a 
colony from Corinth, who, with <-Ghcrsicrates at their 
head,camc to settle there, on being banished from their 
native city 703 years before the Christian era. 
Homer calls it Phseacia ; Callimachus, Drepane. 

Ancient authors give glorious descriptions of the 
beautiful gardens of this island belonging to Alcinous; 
but, at present, no remains of them are to be found. 
It was famous for the shipw’reck of Ulysses. 

The air is healthy, the land fertilc^the fruit excel- 
lent. Oranges, citrons, honey, w^, oil, and most 
delicious grapes, are very ahuiulant. 

The war between this people and that of Athens 
was called the Corcyrean ; and operated as an intro • 

* Obubca changed its name to Porcuna ; and this, it is supposed, 
from the circunistaucc of a sow having had thirty pigsst one litter; 
in memory of which her tigiire was cut in stone with the following 
inscription underneath : — 

C. CORNFLITS. C. P. 

C. N. GAL. CAESO. 

AED. FLA MEN. 11. VIR. 

MVNICIPII. PONTIF, 

C. COHN. CAPSO. F. 

SACERDOS. GRNT. MVNEClPlf. 

SCROFAM. CUM. POliClS. XXX. 

IMPCNSA. IP80RVK. 

P. D. 


Jose. 
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duction to the Peloponnesian war. Corcyra was then 
an independent power, which could send out fleets 
and armies ; and its alliance was courted by many 
other states. 

Thucydides gives a frightful account of a sedition 
whicii occurred in this city and island during the 
Peloponnesian war: some were condemned to die 
under judicial sentences ; some slew one another in 
the temples ; some hung themselves upon the trees 
within its verge; some perished through private 
enmity ; some for the sums they had lent, by the 
hands of the borrowers. Every kind of death was 
exhibited. Every dreadful act, usual in a sedition, 
.and more than usual, was then perpetrated. For 
fathers slew their children ; some were dragged from 
altars ; and some were butchered at them ; and a 
number died of starvation in t)ne of the temples. 

Corcyra, when in the possession of the Romans, 
became a valuable station for their ships of war, in 
their hostilities against the cities of Asia. Septimius 
Severus and his family appear to have been great 
benefactors to it for, about 150 years ago, there was 
found a number of medals, not only of Septimius, 
but of Ins wife Julia Domna; Caracalla, his eldest 
son, and his wife Plaiikilla ; also of Gcta, his youngest 
son. 

Two hundred years ago, Corfu consisted of nothing 
but one old castle and a village. It is now a consi- 
derable town. It stands projecting on a rock into 
the sea ; and, from the fortifications guarding it, is a 
place of strength. The fortresses are completely 
mined below ; and the roads to the gates of some of 
them are narrow and precipitous. By an accidental 
explosion of a powder-mill, one of the fortresses, in 
the early part of the last century, 2000 people were 
killed and wounded ; and by a singular catastrophe, 
in 1789, 600 individuals lost their lives ; ten galleys 
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and several boats were sunk in the harbour; and 
many houses in the town greatly damaged. 

W holer visited tho ruins of Paloeopoli, the 
ancient metropolis of the island. “ It stood," says he, 
“ on a promontory to the south of the present city, 
separated from it by a little bay, of about a mile or 
two over. The abundance of ruins and fortifications, 
which arc to be seen there, do sufficiently proVfe it to 
liave been so/' Abundance of foundations, he goes on 
to observe, have been dug up there ; and of arches and 
pillars, many of which have been employed to build 
the foundations of the present city. 

There are also the remains of an old place of wor- 
ship ; the architecture of which is sustained by 
Corinthian columns of white marble, with an inscrip- 
tion, showing that it was built by the Emperor Jovian, 
after he was converted to the Christian faith and had 
destroyed tho heathen temples. 

“ I JovtaHy having rccei-md the faiths estahluhed 
the kingdom of mg powet'^t and having destroyed the 
heathen temples and altars^ hfthe built to thee^ O thou 
blessed and most highKitig, a holy temple^ the gift of an 
unworthy hand” 

Mr. Dodwcll visited this place some years ago, and 
ho says that nothing is now seen above gi'onnd of the 
remains of the ancient city, except some frusta of 
large columns, which from having flntings without in- 
tervals, were evidently of the Doric order. They have 
a large square, which forms but one mass with a 
column, which is a singularity, it is said, of which 
there is no other example. 

Corcyra was celebrated, as we have before stated, 
for having boon the island on which tJlysses is repre- 
sented in the Odyssey as having been entertained by 
Alcinous, king of Phseacia. It is also the place where 
Cicero and Cato met after tho battle of Pharsalia; and 
whei*e Cato, after having intrusted Cicero to take the 
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command of the last legions which remained faithful 
to the republic, separated from him to lose his life at 
Utica, while Cicero went to lose his head to the trium- 
virate. To this place Aristotle was once exiled ; and 
it is well known as having been visited by the youthful 
Alexander ; as the place where the tragieal nuptials 
of Antony and Cleopatra wore cclt»brated ; and as 
that \<^here Agrippina touched, bringing from Egypt 
the body of the murdered Germanicus in the midst 
of winter*. 


NO. XXIX. — COUINTII. 

Corinth ! — 

Whose goi^eoiis fabrics soeuiM to stiike the skies, 

Whom, though by tjraiit victors oft subdued, 

Greece, Kgypt, Nome, with awful wonder view’d. 

Her name, for Pallas* heavenly art renown’d, 

Spread like the foliage which her piilaiNs crown’d ; 

But now in fatal desolation laid, 

' Oblivion o’er it draws a dismal shade. 

This city was situated^at the foot of a hill, on 
which stood the citadtll. To the south it was de- 
fended by the hill itself, which is there extremely 
steep. Strong and lofty ramparts protected it on 
three sides. Corinth was at first subject to the 
kings of Argos and Mycense ; at last Sisyphus made 
himself master of it. But his descendants were 
dispossessed of the throne by the Iferaclidas, about 
ten years after the siege of Troy. The regal power, 
after this, came to the descendants of Baccliis, under 
whom the monarchy was changed into an aristo- 
cracy ; that is, the reins of government were in the 
hands of the elders, who annually chose from 
amongst themselves a chief magistrate, whom they 
called Prytanis. . At length Cypselus, having gained 
the people, usurped the supreme authority, which 
he transmitted to his son Periander. 

* Thucydides 7 Rollm ; Wheler; Dodwell; W’llliainBi 
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The most celebrated of the Corinthians was a per- 
son, who tliough a tyrant, was reckoned one of the 
seven wise men (Periander), When ho had first made 
himself master of the city, he wrote to Thrasybulus, 
tyrant of Miletus, to know what measures he should 
take with his newly-acquired subjects. The latter, 
without any answer, led the messenger into a field 
of wheat ; where, in walking along, he beat down 
with his cane all the ears of corn that were higher 
than the rest. Periandcr perfectly well understood 
the meaning of this enigmatical answer, which was a 
tacit intimation to him, tliat, in order to secure his 
own life, he should cut oft” the most eminent of the 
Corinthian citizens. Periander, however, did not 
relish so cruel an advice. 

lie wrote circular letters to all the wise men, in- 
viting them to pass some time with him at Corinth, 
as they had done the year before at Sardis with 
(.Veesus. Princes in those days thought themselves 
much honoured wlien the]^could have such guests in 
their houses. Plutarch describes an entertainment 
which Pwiandcr gave these illustrious guests, and 
observes, at the same time, that the decent simplicity 
of it, adapted to the taste and humour of the persons 
entertained, did him much more honour than the 
greatest magnificence could have done. The subject 
of their discourse at table was sometiinos grave and 
serious, at other times pleasant and gay. One of the. 
company i>roposcd this question ; — Which is the 
most perfect popular government ? That, answered 
Solon, wliero an injury, done to any private citizen, is 
such to the whole body ; That, said Bias, where the 
law has no superior : That, said Thales, where the 
inhabitants are neither too rich nor too poor : That^. 
said Anacharsis, where virtue is honoured, and vice 
detested : Says Pittacus, where dignities are always 
conferred upon the virtuous, and never upon the 
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wicked : Says Cleobulus, where the citizens fear 
blame, more than punishment : Says Ghilo, where 
tlie laws are more regarded, and have more authority, 
than the orators. From all tlicsc opinions Pcriander 
concluded, that the most perfect popular government 
would be that which came nearest to aristocracy, 
where the sovereign authority is lodged in the hands 
of a few men of honour and virtue. 

This city standing between two seas, an attempt 
w’as made by Pcriander, and afterwards by Alex- 
ander, Demetrius, Julius Cmear, Caligula, N(to, and 
Herodes Atticus, to unite them ; but they all failed 
in the attempt. 

Strabo was in Corinth after its restoration by the 
Homans, lie describes the site, and says, that its 
circuit occupied five miles. From the summit of 
the Sisyph^um, he continues, is beheld to the north 
Parnassus and Helicon, lofty mountains covered 
witli snow ; and below Loth, to the west, the Cris- 
sasan ]^lf, bounded by i^ocis, by Bceotia and the 
Megaris, and by Corinth ia and Sicyonia. Beyond 
all these arc the Oneian mountains, stretching as far 
as Cithceron. 

Corinth had temples dedicated to the Egyptian 
Isis, to Serapis, and Serapis of Canopus. Fortune, 
also, had a temple, and lu;r statue was made of Per- 
sian work ; and near this temple was another, dedi- 
cated to the mother of all the gods. 

Besides the citadel, built upon the mountain, the 
works of art, which chiefly displayed the opulence 
and taste of the people, were tho grottoes, raised 
over the fountain of Pyrene, sacred to the Muses, 
and constructed of white marble. There were, also, 
a theatre and stadium, built of the same materials, 
and decorated in the most magnificent manner ; also 
a temple of Neptune, containing tho chariots of the 
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god, and of Amphitrite, drawn by horses covered 
over with gold, and adorned with ivory hoofs. 

There were a multitude of statues, also ; amongst 
which were those of Bacchus, and Diana of Ephesus. 
These were of wood ; others were of bronze ; amongst 
which were those of Apollo Clarius ) a Venus by 
Hennogenes of CJythera ; two Mercuries; three 
statues of Jupiter; and a Minerva. This last was 
mounted on a pedestal, the basso-relievos of which 
represented the Nine Muses. 

Such, indeed, were its wealth, magnificence, and 
excellent situation, that - it was thought by the 
Homans equally worthy of empire with Carthage 
and Capua ; and this induces me to say a few words 
in regard to its war with the Romans. 

Metellus* having received advice in Macedonia of 
the troubles in Peloponnesus, departed thither with 
Romans of distinction, who arrived in Corinth at 
the time the council was assembled there. They 
spoke in it with abundance of moderation, exhorting 
Hie Achaians not to draw upon themselves, by«im- 
pruden^ lenity and weakness, the resentment of the 
Romans. . They were treated with contempt, and 
ignominiously turned out of the assembly. An 
innumerable crowd of workmen and artificers rose 
about them, and insulted them. All the cities of 
Achaia were at the time in a kind of delirium ; but 
Corinth was far more frantic than the rest, and 
abandoned themselves to a kind of madness. They 
had been persuaded that Rome intended to enslave 
them all; and absolutely to destroy the Achaian 
league. ^ 

The Romans, having chosen Mummius for one of 
the consuls, charged him with the management of 
the Achainn war. When Mummius had assembled 

all his troops, he advanced to the city, and encamped 

^ 



^4, ot-litt «dv4iW^0»^b^ing 

gentsbf their ^est, the oesieged niiade a 

sally, attaches them irigorGaidlyv killed and 

pursued the rc^ almost to th^outrwee of th^i^ tamp^. 
This small adyaiit^e very jnueb encouxt^lied: the 
Achaians, aud'^thereby ^roTad fatal^ta 44em. Dlceos 
offered the consul battle. Ilxe latt^^ to augment his 
, i^hnesa, kept his troops within the ehmp, as if feae 
prevented him from accepthig.it. The joy qud pre- 
sumption of tho AchaianS rose in consequence to <aD 
inexpressible height. They a<l\anccd furiously with 
all their troops, having placed their Wives and children 
upon the neighbouring eminence, to be speotatons of 
the battle, and caused a great number of carriagefe to 
follow them, to be laden with the booty they sliouJd 
take from tho enemy ; so fully did they SssUre them- 
selves of the victory. 

Never was there a more rash or ill-founded confi- 
dence. The faction lu'd removed from the service 
and councils all such as ^ere capable of commanding 
the^^iroops, or conducting affairs ; and had buhstiiuted 
others in their room, witliuut either talentsv omability, 
in order to their being more absolutely of 

the government, and luling without opposition. 
Tho chiefs, without military knowledge, valour, or 
experience, had no other merit than a blind and 
frantic rage. They had already committed an excess 
of folly in hazarding a battle, which was to decide 
their fate, without necessity, instead of thinking of a 
lon^ and brave defence in so strong a place as 
(^onnth, and of obtaining good conditions by a vigor- 
ous resistance.^ Tlie battle was fpught near Lonco- 
petra, and the defile of the isthmus. The consul 
had posted part of his horse in ambuscade, wtfich 
they quitted at a proper time for charging J;hc 
Achaian cavalry in fiaiik ; who, surprised by an 
unforeseen attack, gave way immediately. The in- 
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mUi bkic^d ^ thin, 

^dmadotiM ^H^lroddriallspeeH 

nriieiend^ his hoitse,*set 
• fire k> it ; kil^lMe^^e, id prevent her^fhlling into 
ib& handA df ^4^,elielh3^^dra!bjh pbisoir^a^d in that 
manner put as^did to hkr lifb^ Worthy of th^ many 
crim^ ho had eottimitted^^ ^ 


tA.fter tid&defeat, the hdiabiiants lost all ho]^ of 
defending thetnWlvjes ; So that all the Achaians who 
had retired into Corinth, and most of the eitizens^ 
quil^’li^thd following nighty to save themselves 
how they could. The consul having entered the city, 
ahondoned^t to be plundered by the soldiers. All 
the men who were left in it were put^ the sword, 
and tho women and children 3 old$£nd after the 


statues, paintings, and richest moveables were re* 
moved, in order to their being carried to Rome, the 
bouses were set ou fire, and the whole city con- 
tinue in fiames for several days. From that time 
the Corinthian brass became more valuable than ever, 
thaiig!i#tiad been in reputation long before. It is 
pretended that the gold, silver, and brass, which were 
melted, and ran together in this conflagration, 
formed a new and precious metal. The walls were 
afterwards desolated, and razed to their very founda^ 
tiens. All this was executed by order of the Senate^ 
to punish the insolence of the Corinthians, who had 
violated the law of nations, in tfieir treatment of the 
ambassadors srat to them by Rome. 

The booty takenhaifc Corinth was sold, and j^nri^ 
dei^le sums raiseo^m it^ Amongst the p<4)ntin|[s 
there was a piece drawn by the most celebrated 
band in Greece, representing Bacchusy the beality of 
which was not known to the Romans, who Were at 
• that time entirely ignorant of the poUte arts. Poly- 
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Uus^ who was then in the country, had the mortifi- 
cation to the painting aerve the soldiers for a table 
to^play at;dioe upon. It was afterwards sold to 
Attains 4br £3625 sterling. Pliny mentions ^another 
picture by the same painter, which the same* Attains 
purchased for 110 talents. The consul, surprised that 
the price of, the painting in question should rise so 
high, interposed his authority, and retained it con- 
trary to public faith, and notwithstanding the com- 
plaints of Attains, because he imagined there was 
some hidden virtue in the priase, unknown to him. 
He did not act in that manner for his private interest, 
nor with the view of appropriating it,to hiihself, as 
he sent it to Rome, to 1^ applied in adorning'^ the 
city, When it arrived at Romo, it was set up in 
the temple of Ceres, whither the judges went" to 
see it out of^ . curiosity, as a masterpiece of art; 
and it remained there till it was burned with that 
temple. 

Mummius was a great’ warrior, and an excellent 
man ; but he had neither learning, knowledge of arts, 
nor taste for painting or sculpture. He ordered par- 
ticular persons to take care of transporting many 
of the paintings and statues of the most excellent 
masters to Rome. Never had loss been so irrepa- 
rable, as that of such a deposite, consisting of the 
masterpieces of those rare artists, who contributed 
almost as much as the great captains, to the rendering 
of their age glorious to posterity, Mummius, how- 
ever, in recommending the caro of that precious col- 
lection to those to whom ho confided them, threatemed 
them very seriously, that if statues, paintings, 
iand things with which he charged them, should 
bo eimer lost or destroyed by the way, he would 
oblige thorn to find others at their own cost* ; — a 


* Railing 
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saying deservedly ridiculed by all persons of sense, as 
a most egregious solecism in^taste and delicacy*. 

£t is amusing to observe the difference between 
Mumihius and Scipio; — the one the conqueror of 
Corintli, the other of Carthage ; both inHhe same 
yeart. Scipio, to the courage and virtue of ancient 
heroes, joined a profound knowledge of tlie sciences, 
with aU the genius and ornaments of wit. llis pa- 
tronage was courted by every one who made any 
figure in Icarninj^. Pancetius, whom Tiilly calls the 
prince of the Stoics, and Polybius the historian, were 
his bosom friends, the assisters of his studies at home, 
and the constant companions of his expeditions 
abroad. To which may be added, that he passed the 
more agreeable hours of his life in the conversation of 
Terence, and is even thought to have taken part in 
the composition of his comedies. 

Tlie period in which the Isthmian games were to 
be celebrated being at hand, the expectation of wluit 
was to be transacted drew thither an incredible 
multitude of people, and persons of the highest 
rank. The conditions of peace, which were not 
yet entirely made public, were the topic of all 
conversations, and various constructions wore put 
upon them ; but very few could be persuaded tliat 
the Romans would evacuate all the cities they 
had taken. All Greece was* in this uncertainty, 
'When the multitude being assembled in the stadium 
to see the games, a herald comes forward, and 
publishes with a loud voice : — The senate and 
people of Rome, and Titus Quintiiis the general,' 
'having overcome Philip and the Macedonians, ease 
and deliver from all garrisons ^d taxes a^ im- 


* Demens ! qui niinbos ct non imitabilc fulmetii 

jffiro et cornipqdum euwu simulAret squoBum. — Vipa. 
f Kennet. 

S2 
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posts, the Corinthians, the Locrians, the Phocians, 
the Eubooans, the Phtjiiot Achaians, the Magne« 
sians, the Thessalians, and the Perrhoebians ; de- 
clare them free, and ordain that they shall be gov- 
erned by their respective laws and usages.” ’ 

At these words all the spectators were filled with 
excessive joy. Tliey gazed upon and questioned one 
another with astonishment, and could not believe 
either eyes or ears ; so like a dream was what they 
saw and heard. But being at last assured of their 
happiness, they abandoned themselves again to the 
highest transports of joy, and broke out into such loud 
acclamations, that the -sea resounded them to a dis- 
tance ; and some ravens, which happened to fly that 
instant over the assembly, fell down into the sta- 
dium ; so true it is, that of all the blessings of this life, 
none are so dear as that of liberty ! 

Corinth, nevertheless, remained after this in a 
ruined and desolate state many years. At length, 
Ccesar, after ho had subdued Africa, and while his 
fleet lay at anchor at Utica, gave order for rebuild- 
ing Carthage ; and soon after his return to Italy, 
he likewise caused Corinth to be rebuilt. Strabo 
and Plutarch agree in ascribing the rebuilding of 
Carthage and Corinth to Julius Caesar ; and Plu- 
tarch remarks this singular circumstance with regard 
to these cities, viz.— that as they were taken and 
destroyed in the same year, they were rebuilt and 
repeopled at the same time. 

Under the eastern emperors, Corinth was the see 
of an archbishop, subject to the patriarch of Con- 
stantinople. Roger, king of Naples, obtained possesM 
sion it under the empire of Emanuel. It had, 
afterwards, its own sovereign, who ceded it to the 
Venetians ; from whom it was taken by Mahomet 
II., A. D. 1458. The Venetians retook it in 1687, 
and held it till the year 1715, when they lost it to 
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the Turks, in whose possession it remained till, a few 
years since, Greece was erected into an indepen- 
dent state. The grand army of the Turks* (in 1715) 
under the prime vizier, to open themselves a way 
into the heaii; of the Korea, attacked Corinth, upon 
wliich they made several attacks, Thegarrison being 
weakened, and the governor, seeing it tv.os impos* 
sible to hold out against a force so superior to 
their own, beat a parley ; but wliile they were treat- 
ing about tlic article's, one of the magazines in the 
Turkish camp, wherein they had 600 barrels of 
powder, blew up by accident, whereby between 600 
and 700 men were killed ; which so enraged the in- 
fidels, tbat they would not grant any capitulation, 
but stormed the place with so much fury that they 
took it, and put most of the garrison, with tho 
governor, Signior Minotti, to the sword. The rest 
they made prisoners of war. This subject formed 
the foundation of Lord Byron s poem of the Siege of 
Corinth. 

The natural consequences of an extensive com- 
merce vvere wealth and luxury. Fostered in. this 
manner, the -city, rose in magnificence and grandeur; 
and the elegant and magnificent temples, palaces, 
theatres, and other buildings, adorned with statues, 
columns, capitals, and bases, not only rendered it 
tlie pride of its inhabitants and the admiration of 
strangers, but gave nso to that order of architectui'e 
which still bears its name, 

Corinth has presi^rved but few monuments of 'its 
Greek or Roman citizens. The chief remains are at 
the southern comer of the town, and above the bazaar ; 
eleven columns, supporting their architraves, qf the 
Doric order, fluted, and wanting in height near half 
the common proportion to the diameter. Within 
tbem» to the western end, is one taller, though entire^ 

4. ~ • llistor/ of tbo ■ 
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■which, it is likely, contributed to sustain the roof. 
They are of stone. This ruin is probably of great 
antiquity, and a portion of a fabric, erected mostly 
before the Greek city was destroyed, but before the 
Doric order had attained to maturity. 

Mr. Dodwoll, nevertheless, observed no remains of 
the order of architecture which is said to have been 
invented at Corinth, nor did he jjerceivc in any part 
of the isthmus the acanthus plant, which forms the 
prmci]),il distinctive character of the Corinthian 
capital. 

Corinth*, says Mr. Turner, contains,, within its 
walls, remains of antiquity, but some small masses of 
ruined walls and seven columns, with part of the friez:* 
of a temple, of which some columns were pulled down 
to make room for a Turkish house to which it joins. 

As there is nothing approaching to an intelligible 
building of antiquity, we may exclaim with the 
poet-^ 

Where is thy grandeur, Corinth ! shrunk from sight, 

. Thy anHcnt treasures, and thy ramparts’ height, 

Thy god-like fanes and palaces ! Oh where. 

Thy m’ghty myriads and majestic fair ! 

Relentless war has poured around thy wall, 

And hardly spaiTd the 11*0063 of thy fall. 

There are several shapeless and uninteresting 
masses of Roman remains composed of bricks, one of 
which seems to have been a bath,' resembling, in 
some respects, that of Dioclesian at Rome, but 
little more than the lower walls and foundations are 
remaining. The only Grecian ruin which, at pre- 
sent, remains at Corinth, is that of a Doric temple. 
When Du Loir travelled there (1654), there were 
twelve columns of this temple standing. In the time 
of Chandler tliere were also eleven ; but now there 
are only To what god this temple was dedi- 

cated is imknown. The columns arc each composed 
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of one black calcareous stone, ^liicb being of a porous 
quality, \vero anciently covered with stucco of great 
hardness and durability. From its massive and in- 
elegant proportions, Mr.^Dodwell is disposed" to 
believe, that this ruin is the most ancient remaining , 
in Greece. 

In the narrowest part of the isthmus, -about three 
miles from Corinth, and therefore probably in the 
place where the games were cclehratcd, are seen the 
spacious remains of a theatre and stadium ; and less 
than a mile from Corinth, in the same direction, the 
circuit ancL arena are still visible. 

The Acropolis, however, is one of the finest objects 
in Greece, and before the introduction of artillery, it 
was deemed almost impregnable, and had never been 
taken except by treachery or surprise. In the time 
of Aratus it was defended only by four hundred sol- 
diers, fifty dogs, and fifty keepers. It shoots up 
majestically from the plain to a considerable height, 
and forms a conspicuous object at a great distance ; 
as it is clearly seen from Athens, from which it is 
not less than forty-four miles in a direct line. From 
its summit is a glorious prospect. Strabo thus de- 
scribes it “ From the summit of the Acropolis, 
Parnassus and Helicon are seen covered with snow. 
Towards'the Wst is the gulf of Krissa, bordered by 
Thocia, Bceotia, Megaris, Corinthia, and Sicyonia. 
Beyond are the Oneian mountains, extending to 
Boeotia* and Mount Cithseron.” The entire view 
forms, on the whole, a panorama of tho mosicap-« 
tivating features, and of the greatest dimensions, 
coinpr^iending six of the most celebrated states of 
Greece; — Achaia, Locris, Phocis, Bosotia, Attica, 
and Aigolis 

The Corinthian order having been invented 
Corinth, we cannot refuse oursdves, th^satisfiiction 
♦Tbodivell. W 
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of quoting ft passage from Dr. Browstcn*’ s treatise on 
Civil Architecture : — “ The artists of Qrcecia Proper, 
perceiving that in the Ionic order the severity of the 
Doric had been departed from, by one happy effort 
invented third, which much surpassed the Ionic 
in delicacy of proportion and richness of deco- 
rations. This was named the Corinthian order. 
The merit of this invention is ascribed to Callima- 
chus of Athens, who is said to have had the idea 
suggested to him by observing acanthus leaves 
growing round a basket which had been placed 
with some favourite trinkets, upon the grave of a 
young Lady ; the stalks which rose among the leaves 
having been formed into ^slender volutes by a square 
tile wTiioh covered the basket. It is possible that 
a circumstance of this nature may have caught the 
fancy of a sculptor who was contemporary with 
Phidias ; and who was, doubtless, in that age of com- 
petUon, alive to every thing which promised dis- 
tinction in his profession. But in the warmth of our 
devotion for the inspiration of Greek genius, we 
must noU overlook the facts, that, in the pillars of 
several temples in Upper Egypt, whose shafts repre- 
sent bundles of reeds or lotus, bound"^ together in 
several places by fillets, the capitals are formed by 
several rows of delicate leaves. In the splendid 
ruins of Yellore in Hindostan, the capitals are, also, 
composed of similar ornaments ; and it is well known, 
that tlie Persians, at their great festivals, w^e in 
the habit of decorating with flowers the tops of their 
pillars which formed the public apartments. It is, 
therefore, not improbable, that these circmnstancm, 
aiber so much intercourse wiili other countries, might 
have suggested ideas to Oallimachus, which enalned 
him to surpass the capital of Ionia*.** 

* Pliny tlie Nat. ; Du Loir ; Rollin ; Kcmiot S 

Knowles; Wj/ier; Chandler; Barthelemy; Stuart; Qodwell| 
Quia I Turner. 
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At Corinth, too, the art of portrait painting is said 
to have been first practised. 

** Blest be the pencil ! Mliose consoling power, 

Soothing soft Friendship iA her }>enrive hour. 

Dispels the cloud, with melancholy fraught, ' 

That absence thiows upon her tender thought. 

Blest bo the pencil I Tiliose enchantment gijrcs 
To wounded Love the food on which he lives. 

Rich in this gift, though cruel ocean bear 
The youth to exile fiom his faithful fair, 
llo in fond dicains hangs o*er her glowing check, 

Still owns her piesent, .'A still hoars her speak. 

Oh 1 Love, it was thy glory to impart 
Its infant being to this sweetest art ! 

Inspirad by tlicc, the soft Corinthian maid, 

Uer graccfbl lover's sleeping form poi traj *d ; 

Her boding heart his near departure knew, 

Yet long’d to keep his image in her view. 

Pleased she beheld the steady shadow fall, 

B} the clear lamp upon the even wall. 

The line she traced, with fond precision tnic. 

And, drawing, doted on the form she drew t 
Nor, as she glow’d with no forbidden fire, 

Coiiecard the simple picturo fiom her sire. 

His kindred fancy, still to nature just, 

Cofiied her lino, and form’d the mimic bust. 

Thus from thy inspiration, Tx>ve, we trace 
The moittell’d image, and the pcncill’d face'”* 

NO. XXX. CTESIPBON. 

The Partliian monarchs delighted in the pastoral 
life of their iScytliiau ancestors ; and the royal camp 
ivas frequently pitched in the plain of Gtesiphon, on 
the eastern bank of the Tigris, at the distance of 
only three miles from 8eleucia« ^It was, then, no 
other than a village. By the influx of innumerable 
attendants on luxury and despotism, who resorted 

* The story of the mold of Corinth may be found in Pliny, 
lib. XXXV. ; and in Athonngoios, witli this additional cireumstaiico, 
tlist the iovoc, while his outlines were taken, il djplcribed to have 
been asleep. # 
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to the court, this village insensibly swelled into a 
large city; and tliere the Parthian kings, acting by 
Seleiicia as the Greeks, who built that place, had 
done by Babylon, built a town, iti order to dispeople 
and impoverish Selcucia. Many of the materials, 
however, wlere taken from Babylon itself ; so that 
from the time the anathema was pronounced against 
that city, ‘‘ it seems," says Bollin, “ as if those 
very persons, that ought to have protected her, were 
become her enemies; as il 'they had all thought it 
their duty to reduce her to a state of solitude, by 
indirect means, though without using any violence ; 
that it might the more manifestly appear to be the 
hand of (iod, rather than the hand of man, that 
broiight about her destruction." 

This city was for some time assailed by Julian*, 
who fix(jd his camp near the ruins of Selcucia, and 
secured himself by a ditch and rampart, against the 
sallisB and enterprising garrison of Cochc. In this 
fruitful and pleasant country the Romans were sup- 
plied with water and forage; and several forts, 
which might have embarrassed the motions of the 
army, submitted, after some resistance, to the efforts 
of their valour. The fleet passed from the Euphrates 
ill an artificial diversion of the river, which forms 
a copious and navigable stream into the Tigris, 
at a small distance below the great city. Had they 
followed this royal canal, which bore the name of 
Naliar-Malobat, the immediate situation of Coche 
would have separated the fleet and army of Julian ; 
and the vast atoempt of steering against the current 


* Gibboi). 

f Tho royal canal (Nahar-Malcha) might be euccCBsivcly re- 
stored, altered, divided, &c. (Coliarius Geogrnpb. Antiq. tom. ii. 
p. 455) ! and tliese changes may servo to explain the seeming ton- 
u-adictSons of antiquity. In tho time of Julian) it must fabve fiilieii 
into the Euphrates, hehto Ctesiphon, 
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of the Ti^is, and forcing their way through the midst 
of a hostile capital, must have been attended with 
the total destruction of the Roman army. As Julian 
had minutely studied the operations of Trajan in the 
same country, he soon recollected that his warlike 
predecessor had dug a new and navigable canal, 
which conveyed the waters into the Tigris, at some 
distance above the river. From the information of 
the peasants, Julian ascertained the vestiges of this 
ancient work, which were almost obliterated by 
design or accident. lie, ^ therefore, prepared a deep 
channel for the reception of the Euphrates : the flood 
of waters rushed into this new bed ; and the Roman 
fleet steered their triumj)iiant course into tlie Tigris. 
He soon after passed, with his whole army, over the 
river: sending up a military shout, the Romans 
advanced in measured steps, to the animating notes 
of military music ; launched their javelins, and 
rushed forwards with drawn swords, to deprive the 
barbarians, by a closer onset, of the advinitage of 
their missile weapons. The action lasted twelve 
hours; the enemy at last gave way. They wore 
pursued to the gates of Ctesiphon, and the con- 
querors, says the historian from whom we have 
borrowed this account, might have entered the dis- 
mayed city, had not their general desired them to 
desist from the attempt ; since, if it did not prove 
successful, it must prove fatal. The spoil was ample: 
large quiintitica of gold and silver, splendid arms and 
trappings, and beds, and tables of massy silver. The 
victor distributed, as tho reward of valour, some 
honourable gifts civic and mural, and naval crowns: 
and then considered what new measures to pursue : 
for, as we have already stated, his troops had not 
ventured to* attempt entering the city* He called 
a council of war; but seeing that the town was 
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strongly defend^ by the river, lofty walls*, and 
impassable morasses, he came to the determination 
of not besieging it ; holding it a fruitless and per- 
nicious undertaking. This occurred a.d. 363. 

In this city Chosrqes, king of Persia, built "a 
palace; supposed to have been once the most magni- 
ficent structure in the East. 

In process of time Seleucia and Ctesiphon became 
united, and identified under the name of Al Modain^ 
or the two .cities. This union is attributed to the 
judgment of Adaahir Babigan (the father of the 
Sassanian line). It afterwards continued a favourite 
capital with most of his dynasty, till the race perished 
in the person of Yezdijerd; and Al Modain' wiis 
rendered a heap of ruins, by the fanatic Arabs, in 
the beginning of the seventh century. 

At that period (a.d. 637), those walls, which had 
resisted the battering rams of the Romans, yielded 
to the darts of the Saracens. Said, the lieutenant of 
Om^, passed the Tigris without opposition; the 
capital was taken by assault ; and the disorderly 
resistance of the people gave a keener edge to the 
sabre of the Moslems, who sliouted in religious 
transport, This is the white palace of Chosroes : 
this is the province of the apostle of God.” 

^^The spoils,” says Abulfeda, surpassed the esti- 
mate of fancy, or numbers and Elmacin defines 
the untold and almost infinite mass by the fabulous 
computation of three thousands of thousands af thou- 
sands of pieces of goldt. 


* These works were erected by Orodes, one of the Arsacidean 
kings. ^ 

I aue^t,*' says Mr. Gibbon, ** that the extravagant numbers 
of Elmacin may be the error, not of tho text, buUof tbo version. 
The best translators from the Greek, for instance, I find to be very 
poor arithmetkians." 



RUINS OP ANCIBNt CITIES. 269 

One of the apartments of the palace was decorated 
with;i carpet of silk, 60 cubits in length, and as 
many in breadth ; a paradise, or garden, was depicted 
on the ground ; the flowers, fruits, and shrubs, were 
infltated by the figures of the gold embroidery, and 
th^ colours of the precious stones ; and the ample 
square was encircled by a verdant and variegated 
border. The conqueror (Omar) divided the prize 
among his brethren of Medina. The picture was 
destroyed ; but such was the value of the material, 
that the share of Ali was sold for 20,000 drachms.' 
The sack was followed by the desertion and gradual 
decay of the city. In little more than a century 
after this it was finally supplanted by Bagdad under 
the Caliph Alraanzor. 

“ The imperial legions,” says Porter, of Rome and 
Constantinople, with many a barbaric phalanx besides, 
made successive dilapidatbn on tho walls of Seleucia 
and Ctesiphon ; but it was reserved for Omar and 
his military fanatics to complete the final overthrow. 
That victorious caliph founded tlie city of Kufa on 
the western shore of the Euphrates ; whilst the defeat, 
which the Persians sustained from one of his best 
generals in the battle of Cadesia, led to the storming 
of Al-Maidan, and an indiscriminate massacre of all 
ito Guebre inhabitants. In after times the caliph 
Almanzor,* taking a dislike to Kufa, removed the 
seat of his government to Bagdad ; the materiak for 
the erection of which he brought from the battered* 
walls of the Greek and Parthian city ; so as Babyhm 
was ravaged and carried away for the building of 
Seleucia and Ctesiphon, in the same manner did they 
moulder into ruin before the rising foundations of 
Bagdad.” Little more remains of Seleucia but the 
ground on which it stood ; showing, by its unequal 
surface, the low mo^ndy traces of its fonaer infaabii* 
ants. Small as these vestiges may soeQi, they are 
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daily wasting away, and soon nothing would be left 
to mark the site of Seleucia, were it. not for the ap^ 
parently imperishable canal of Nebuchadnezzar, the 
Nahar Malcha, whose capacious bosom, noble in 
ruins, opens to the Tigris, north of where the dtty 
stood.” 

What remains of the palace of Chhsroes is thus 
described' by the same hand. Having passed the 
Diala, a river which flows into the Tigris, the lofty 
palace of Chosroes, at Modain, upon the site of the 
iincient Ctesiphon, became visible to us ; looking 
exceedingly large through .the refracting atmosphere 
of the southern horizon, above the even line of 
which it towered as the most conspicuous object any 
where to bo seen around us. It looked from hence 
much larger than Wcstiniiistcr Abbey, when seen 
from a similar distance ; and in its general outline it 
resembled that building very much, excepting only in 
its having no towers. The great cathedral of the 
Crusaders, still standing on. the ancient Orthosia, on 
the coast of Syria, is a perfect model of it in general 
appearance: as that building is seen when approaching 
from the southward, although there is no one feature 
of resemblance between those edifices in detail." 

On the northern bank of the Diala, Mr. Buckingham 
saw nothing but some grass huts, inhabited by a few 
families, who earned their living by transporting 
travellers across the river ; and to the westward, near 
ibe Tigris, a few scattered tents of Arab shepherds. 
On the south bank a few date-trees were seen ; but, 
besides these, no other signs of fertility or cultivation 
appeared. ^ 

When Mr, Buckingham reached the mounds of 
Ctesiphon, lie found tlicnj to be of a moderate height, 
of 'U light colour, and strewed oyer with fragments of 
those invariable remarks of former population, broken 
pottery. The outer surface of the mounds made them 



UUINS OP ANCIENT- CITIES, 271 

appear as mere heaps of earth, long exposed to the 
atmosphere; hut he was assured by several well 
acquainted with the true features of the place, that 
on digging into the mounds, a masonry of unburrt 
bricks was found, witli layers of reed between them, 
as in the ruins at Akkerhoof and the ^mounds of 
Meklooba at' Babylon. The extent of the semicircle 
formed by these heaps, appears to be nearly two 
miles. The area of the city, however, had but few 
mounds throughout its whole extent, and those were 
small and isolated; the space was chiefly covered 
with thick heath, sending forth, as in tlie days of 
Xenophon, a highly aromatic odour, which formed a 
cover for partridges, hares, and gazelles, of each of 
which the traveller saw considerable numbers. 

After traversing a space within the walls, strewed 
with fragments of burnt bricks and pottery, he came 
to the tomb of Sclmaii Pauk. “ This Selman Pauk*,” 
says Mr. Buckingham, ‘‘ was a Persian barber, w’ho, 
from the fire-worship of his ancestors, became a 
convert to Islam, under the persuasive eloquence of 
the great prophet of Modain himself; and, after a 
life of fidelity to the cause he had ' embraced, was 
buried here in his native city of Modain. The 
memory of this beloved cbmpauion of the great head 
of their faith i^ held in great respect by all the 
Mahometans of the country ; for, besides the annual 
feast of the barbers of Bagdad, who in the month of 
April visit bis tomb as that of a patron saint, there 
are others who come' to it on pilgrimago at all* seasons 
of the year ” 

The large ruin, which forms the principal attrObtion 
of this place, is^ situated about seven hundred paces to 
Hio south of this tomb. U is called by the natives 
Tauk Kesra (the Arch o| Kesra). It is composed of 
two wings and one laig)pi cen trcal^ hall, extending all 
^ ^ Selman tlic Pme* 
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the depth of the building. Its front is nearly perfect ; 
being two hundred and sixty feet in length, and 
upwards of one hundred feet in height. Of this front 
the great arched hall occupies the centre ; its entrance 
being of an equal height and breadth with the ball 
itselE The arch is thus about ninety feet in breadth, 
and rising above the general line of the front, is at 
least one hundred and twenty feet high^ while its . 
depth is at least equal to its height. “ The wings 
leading out on each side of the central arch/' con- 
tinues Mr. Buckingham, to extend to the*front of 
the building,*are now merely thick walls ; but these 
had originally apartments behind them, as may be 
seen from undoubted marks that remain, as well ils 
two side doors leading from them into the great 
central hall.” The walls which form these wings in 
the line of the front were built on the inclined slope, 
being in thickness about twenty feet at the base ; but 
only ten at the summit. The masonry is altogether 
of burnt bricks, of the sisq, form, and composition of 
those seen in the ruins of Babylon ; but nSue of thhm 
have any writing or impression of any kind. The 
cement is white lime, and the layers are much thicker 
than is seen in any of the burnt brick edifices at« 
Babylon ; approaching nearer to the style of the 
Greek and Roman masonry found i^mong the mins 
of Alexandria, where the layers of lime are alAost as 
thick as the bricks themselves. At Babylon the 
cement is scarcely perceptible. The symmetry of the 
work beans considerable resemf^ance, however, both 
' to the Birs and the fine fragments of brick-masoiiry of 
the %ge of the CalipKs, still qpmaining at Bagdad. 

The wings, though not perfectly uniform, are 
rimilar in their general construction ; but the gre(R 
extent of /the whole frOn^^says our accomplieh^ 
traveller, with ^e broad Wd lofty arch of its centr^ 
and the profusion of recesses and pilasters on each 
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Side, must have produced an imposing appearance, 
'when the edifice was perfect ; more particularly if 
the front was once coated, as tradition states it to have 
been, with white marble ; a material of too much 
value to remain long in its place after the desertion 
,of the city.” The arches of the building are described 
to' be all of a Homan form, and the architecture of the 
Roman style, though with less purity of taste ; the 
pilasters having neither capital nor pedestal, and a 
pyramidal termination is g^ven to some of the long 
narrow niches of the front. 

There is a circumstance, in regard to the position 
of this pile, very remarkable. The front of it, tliough 
immediately facing the Tigris, lies due cast by com- 
pass ; the stream winding here so exceedingly, that 
this edifice, though standing on the weBt of that por- 
tion of the river flowing before it, and facing the 
eoBt^ is yet on the eastern side of the Tigris, in its 
general course. Another curiosity of the same kind 
is exhibited ; that in regqjrd to the sailing of boats, 
the stream'' being so serpentine, that those which are 
going up by it to Bagdad are seen steering south- 
soutlvrwest through one reach, and north-west through 
another above it. Nor ought we to close here. Sir 
U. K. Porter furnishes a beautiful anecdote. The 
history of Persia, from the Royut-ul-Suffa,” says he, 
giv(i an interesting anecdoto of this palace. A 
Roman ambassador, who had been sent to Chosroes 
with rich presents, was admiring the noble prospect 
from the window of^tho royal palace, when he re- 
marked a rough piece of ground; and making inouiiy 
' why it was not renderad utfiform with the res^ the 
person to whom he spoke replied, ^ It is the property 
of an old woman, who, thm^h often request^ to sell 
it to the king, has const^tiy refuged; and our mon- 
arch is more willing tl^aye hia prospect spoiled, 
,than to perf^t it by an act of viol^ce.’^ ^ Thai rough 
VoL. 1. T 



274 HUlNfl OF ANCIENT CITIES. 

spot/ cried the Koman, ‘ consecrated by justice, now 
appears to me more beautiful than all the surround- 
ing scene'.” * 


NO. XXXI. — DELPHOS. 

Casting the eye over the site of ancient Dolphost, 
one cannot imagine what has become of the walls of 
' the numerous buildings^ wliich are mentioned in tlic 
liistory of its former magniiicenco. With tho excep- 
•tion of a few terraces, nothing now appears. We do 
not even see any swellings or risings in tho ground, 
indicating the graves of the temple. All, therefore, 
is m)r!stery ; arid the Greeks may truly say, — “Where 
stood the walls of our fathers ? Scarce their mosffy 
tombs remain !” But 

Thougli liera no more Apollo haunts hU grot, 

And thou, tho Muses’ seat, art now their grave. 

Some gentle spirit still ^Ki-vades tlio spot, ^ 

Sighs in tho gale, keeps s;lence in the cave, 

And glides with glassy foot o^er yon melodious wave. 

Delphos is now sunk into a village, — ^a village of 
wretchedness, — known by the name of Castri. 

Delphos was built in the form of a kind of amphi- 
theatre, and was divided into tliree parts ; one losing, 
as it were, above the other. It was universally be- 
lieved by the ancients to be situated in the middle 
of the earth ; in consequence of which it w’ash called 
the “ navel of tlie world." 

It stood under Parnassus. It was not defended 
by walls, but by precipices, vdiich environed it on 
all sides. It had temples dedicated to Latona, Diana, 
andlot Minerva Providence ; also one dedicated to 
Apollo. This edifice was built, for the most part, of 
a very beautiful stone; but the frontispiece was of 
Parian marble, and tile vestibule was decorated 

~ : 5 r 

* Rclliti ;^ibbon ; Porter; Buckiugliaiii. 
t WUUaDBi. 
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with paintings. On the walls were moral sentences, 
lu the interior was a statue of the god, aiid such a 
multitude of precious things, that it is impossible to 
describe them. We must x*efer to Plutarch, Strabo, 
Pausanias, and other ancient writers ; and more parti- 
cularly to Barthelemy's “ Travels of Auacharsis/’since 
ho has collected all the principal circumstances in 
regard to it. Our business is to state the condition 
to which it is reduced. Before wo do this, however, 
we must admit something of what has been written 
of this celebrated place. 

Delphos was an ancient city of Phocis, in Achaia. 
It stood upon the declivity, and about the middle of 
tlie mo\intain Parnassus, built upon a small extent of 
even ground, and surrounded by precipices, which 
fortified it without the aid of art. Diodorus says, 
that there was a cavity upon Parnassus, wlience an 
exhalation arose, which made the goats skip about, 
and intoxicated the brain. A shepherd having ap- 
proached it, out of a desire to know the causes of so 
extraordinary an effect, was immediately seized with 
violent agitations of the body, and pronounced words 
which indicated ‘prophecy. Others made the same 
experiment, and it was soon rumoured throughout 
the neighbouring countries. The cavity was no 
longer approached without reverence. The exhala- 
tion was concluded to have something divine in it. 
A priestess was appointed fur tlie reception of its 
inspirations, and a tripod was placed upon a vent, from 
whence she gave orades. The city of Delphos rose 
insensibly round about the cave, where a temple was 
erected, which at length became very magnificent. 
The reputation of this oracle very much exceeded that 
of all others. ^ ^ 

The temple being burned about the fifby-eighili 
Olympiad, the Amphyctions took upon themselves 
the care of rebuilding it. They agreed with the 
T 2 
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architect, for three hundred talents. The cities of 
Greece were to furnish thmt sum. The Delphians 
were taxed a fourth part of it, and made gather- 
ings in all parts, even in foreign nations, for that 
purpose. 

Gyges, king of Lydia, and Croesus, one of his 
successors, enriched the temple of Delphos with an 
incredible number of presents. Many other princes, 
cities, and private persons, by their example, in a 
kind of emulation of each other, had heaped up in 
it tripods, vessels, tables, shields, crowns, chariots, 
and statues of gold and silver of all sizes, equally 
infinite in number and value. The presents of gold 
whicli Croesus alone made to this temple amounted, 
according to Herodotus, to upwards of 254 talents 
(about 35,500/. sterling) ; and perhaps those of silver 
to as much. Most of those presents were in being in 
the time of Herodotus. Diodorus Siculus, adding 
those of other princes to them, makes the amount 
10,000 talents (about 1,800,000/). 

It is not less surprising than tnic^, that one of the 
most celebrated edifices in the world has been so 
entirely destroyed, that sufficient traces are scarcely 
left by which the traveller can form even a conjec- 
ture as to its position. 

During the Sacred war,4he people of Phocis seized 
from it 10,000 talents to maintain their armies 
against their powerful opponents. Sylla plundered 
it ; and Nero carried away no less than five hundred 
status of brass, partly of the gods, and partly of 
the most illnstrious heroes. It had been plundered 
no less than eleven times before. 

It is not known when thk celebrated oracle ceased. 
LuciaiTBays that answers were given in bis time: 
but most of the Grecian omcles were annihilated 
when Constantine relinquished the errors of poly- 
' * 4 i)odwelh 
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theism. Indeed Constantine the Great proved a 
more fatal enemy to Apollo and Delphos, than either 
Sylla or Nero: he removed the sacred ' tripods t<» 
adorn the hippodrome of his own city. Afterwards 
Julian sent Oribesiua to restore the temple, but he 
was admonished by an oracle to represent to the 
emperor the deplorable condition of the place. ‘‘ Tell 
him, the well-built court is fallen to the ground. 
Phoebus has not a cottage ; nor the prophetic laurel ; 
nor the speaking fountain (Cassotis ) ; but even the 
beautiful water is extinct." 

The temple was situated in a very romantic situa- 
tion ; rendered still more striking by the innumerable 
echoes, which multiplied every sound, and increased 
the veneration of superstitious visitants. But even 
its form is unknown ; though painters, for the most 
part, have delineated it as circular, amongst whom may 
bo mentioned Claude Lorrain, and Caspar Poussin. 

The Apollo Belvidere is supposed to be a copy 
from the statue in this temple. 

The Castalian spring, however, still exists, and 
equally clear as in ancient times. It is ornamented 
with ivy, and overshadowed by a large fig-tree, the 
roots of which have penetrated the fissures of the 
rock. At the front is a majestic plane-tree. 

The remains of the tof^n wall are a little to the 
east of the Castalian spring ; but no part of it is left 
but the interior mass, which consists of an exceed-' 
ingly hard composition of small stones and mortar. 

When Pausantas visited Delphos, there were four 
temples and a gymnasium in the vicinity of the 
eastern gate ; and several ruins and fragments may 
now be seen : some fine blocks of marble, some with 
inscriptions, a marble triglyph, and other Doric re- 
mains. There are none, however, of the hippodrome ; 
in which ten chariots are said to have been able to 
start at the same moment. 
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Tine temple has vanished like a dream, leaving not a 
trace behind ; insomuch, that Mr. Dodwell's opinion is, 
that the site of this far-famed edifice must be sought 
for under the humble cottages of Castri, as the whole 
village probably stands within its ancient pcribolos. 
In some places, however, are blocks of considerable 
magnitude ; and some ancient foundations, supposed 
to be those of the Lesche, which contained the paint- 
ings of Polygnotus; and near the Aga's house are 
sevdral remains of some fluted marble columns, of the 
Doric order, and of large dimensions. Some inscrip - 
tions, too, have Ijcen observed: One in marble is in 
honour of the Emperor Hadrian: “ The, council of the 
Ampkictyons^ under the superintendence of the priest 
Plutarch^ from Delphi^ commemorate the Emperor y 
Another : The council of Amphietyons and Achai- 

ans^ in honour of Pblyeratea^ hiyh priestess of the 
Achalan Council^ and daughter of Polycrates and 
Diogeneiaf Another states that’ “ The father and 
mother of Amarius Nepos^ honoured by the Senate 
of Corinth with reirards^ due to him as senator and 
overseer of the Forum^ put their son under the pro-- 
tectum of the Pythian Apollo^ 

The remains of the gymnasium are principally be- 
hind the monastery. Tho foundations were sustained 
by an immense bulwark 8i hewn stone. There is 
also some part of a stadium. The marble posts 
remain. Its length is 660 feet, ‘‘ I was surprised,” 
says Mr. Uodwell, to find fow fragments of marble 
among the ruins of Delphos. The town was small ; 
but ii was a concentration of great opulence and 
splendour. What can have become of the materials 
which adorned its public edifices ? Several curiosities 
arc no doubt burh^ below the village : though the 
soil is in general so thin and so rocky, that great 
masses cannot be concealed beneath the superficies.” 
Th0y have* no doubt, crumbled away. The fete, 
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however, of Dclpbos has been greatly aggravated of 
late years ; for in consequence of some dispute be- 
tween the agents of Ali Pjicha and the inhabitants of 
Castri, the Pacha laid the village under contribution 
to pay him the sum of 15,000 piastres. This they 
were unable to do ; in consequence of which every- 
thing was taken from them ; and this serv^ to explain 
the ruined state of the place. “ In its present condi- 
^on,“ says Dr. Clarke, there is not in all Lapland a 
more wretched village than Castri*.” 

NO. XXXTI. ECBATANA. 

This city, which Ilcraclius says was as large as 
Athens, was founded by one of the most illustrious 
princes that ever adorned the earth — Dejoces, King of 
the Medes. Not that wc mean to vindicate or approve 
all that he did ; but, ‘‘taking him for all in all,” history 
has hut f(5w characters that can be placed in compe- 
tition with him. 

It is not our intention to 'write the history of this 
celebrated prince anew, his story being almost una- 
nimously allowed ; wo have only to copy. We shall, 
therefore, select the account, compiled by Rollin, from , 
the testimony of Herodotus ; ours being an abstract. 

The Medes were a people divided into tribes. They 
dwelt almost entirely in yillages ^ but Dejoces, find- 
ing with liow great an inconvenience such a mode of 
life was attended, erected the state into a monarchy. 
The methods he took to accomplish this, exhibitewi 
the consummate wisdom with which his mind was 
^dowed. When he fonned the design, he laboured 
to make the good qualities that had l^n observed in 
him more conspicuous than ever ; and he succeeded 
so well,, that the inhabitants of the district in which 
Jie lived, made him their judge. His conduct fully 
answered the expectation of th ose who elected him . 

f Kollin Bartb^hmt; Chandler; CWke ; J[)Qjdw€ll| 
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Ho .brought the association into a regular mode 
of life ; and this being observed by a multitude of 
other villages, they soon began to make him arbitra- 
tor for them, a» he had been for the first. “ AVhen 
he found himself thus advanced,” says the historian, 

‘‘ he judged it a proper time to set his last engines 
to work for compassing his point. * He, therefore, 
retired from business, pretending to be over-fatigued 
with tlie multitude of people that resorted to hin% 
from all quarters; and would not exercise the oifice of 
judge any longer, notwithstanding all tlje importu- 
nity of such as wished well to the public tranquillity. 
When any person addressed themselves to him, he • 
told them, that his own domestic affairs would not 
allow him to attend to those of other people.” 

. The consequence of this withdrawal was, that the 
various communities relapsed into a worse state than 
they had been before; and the evil increased so ra- 
pidly, from day to day, *ihat the Medcs felt them- 
selves constrained to meet, in order to endeavour to 
find some remedy for it. This was what Dejocoa 
had foreseen, lie sent emissaries, therefore, to the 
assembly, with instructions in what manner to act. 
When the turn came for those persons to speak, they 
declared their opinion, that unless the face of the 
republic was entirely changed, the whole country 
would be entirely uninhabitable. The only means," 
said they, ‘‘ left for us is, to elect a king. Having 
elected a sovereign, with authority to restrain vio- 
lence, and make laws, every one can prosecute his 
own affairs in peace and security.” This opinion was 
seconded by the consent of the whole assembly. All 
that remained then was to find out a proper person. 
This did not require much time. Dejoces was the 
man to whom all eyes were instantly turned. lie 
was, therefore, immediately elected king witli the 
comfent .of all present, There is," says the author 
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frotn whom we borrow, nothing ‘tiobler or greater, 
than to see a private person, eminent for his merit 
and virtue, and fitted by his excellent talents for the 
highest employments, and yet, through inclination 
and modesty, preferring a life of obscurity and re- 
tirement; thus to sec such a man sincerely refuse the 
offer made to him of reigning over a whole pation, 
and at last consent to undergo the toil of government 
*upon no other motive than Siat of being useful to his 
fellow citizens. Such a governor was Numa at Rome, 
and such have been some other governors, whom the 
people have constrained to accept the supreme power. 
But,*' continues he in a strain of great wisdom, 
“ to put on the mask of modesty and virtue, in order 
to satisfy one’s ambition, as Dejoces did ; to affect 
to appear outwardly what a man is not inwardly ; to 
refuse for a time, and then accept with a seeming 
repugnancy what a man earnestly desires, and what 
he has been labouring by secret, underhand, prac- 
tices to obtain ; this double dealing has so much 
mpanness in it, that it goes a great way to lessen our 
opinion of the person, be j|is talents never so great or 
extraordinary." 

The method by which Dejoces gained his ambi- 
tion to be king, greatly disenchants us of his merits. 
But having attained it, he acted in a manner few 
men have been found to adopt, even when they have 
arrived at the throne by the most legitimate of me- 
thods. He set liimself to civilise and polish his 
subjects j men who, having lived perpetually in vil- 
lages, almost without laws and without polity, had 
contracted rude manners and savage dispositions. 

Thus animated, he selected a hill, the ascent of 
which was regular on every side, aud* having marked 
out, with his own hands, the circumf^nce of the 
walls, ho laid the foundation of a city," which becaiUe 
the capital of the dominions of which he had been 
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elected sovereignf When he had done this, he con- 
structed walls after the following manner. Their 
number was seven ; all disposed in such a manner, 
that the outermost did not hinder the parapet of the 
second from being seen ; nor the second tliat of the 
third, and so of all the rest. Within the last and 
smallest inclosure he erected his own palace ; and 
there ho kept all his treasures. The first and largest 
inclosure is supposed to have been of about the size 
of Athens,* when at its greatest height. The palace 
was at the foot of the citadel, and about seven fur- 
longs in circumference. The wpod-work was of cedar 
or cypress ; tlie beams, the ceilings, the columns of 
the porticoes, and the peristyles, were plated with 
either gold or silver ; the roofs were covered with 
silver tiles. 

This city the founder called Ecu at an a*. Tlie as- 
pect of it was beautiful and magnificent ; and, having 
completed it to his satisfaction, he employed himself 
in composing laws for the good of the community. 
In order to do this with gifjater effect, and with a 
view to keep up the respe^ wliich nearness of view 
is apt to impair with rude and ignorant persons, he 
secluded himself almost entirely from the people at 
large. All was done through the medium of agents 

, * In Judith. Dejoccs i» called Arphaxad : — *' 1. In the twelfth 
of the reign of Nabuchodonoaor, who reigned in Nineveh, the great 
city; in the days of Ari)haxa<l, which reigned over the Medea in 
Ecbatanar 

2. And built in Ectabana walls round about of stones hewn, 
three cubits broad and six cubits long, and nlade the height of the 
trails seventy cubits, and the breadth thereof flfty cubits. 

3. And sot the towers tliercof uran the gates of it, an hundred 
cubits high, and the breadth thereof in the foundation thereof three 
score cubits. 

4. And ho made the gates thereof, even gates that were raised 
to the height of seventy cubits, and the breadth of thorn was forty 
cubits, for the going forth of his mighty armies, and'^for the setting 
in array of bis footmen.'' 
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and servants. He knew all that was passing. He 
made a multitude of wise laws. He became literally 
the true father of his people ; for so entirely did he 
give himself up to the contemplation of their benefit, 
that though he reigned not less than fifty-three years, 
he had no reason to complain of any of the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms ; and so satisfied was he of the 
good belonging to his own fortune, that ho never 
once engaged in any enterprise against them. 

Dejoccs was succeeded by his son Phraortes, of 
whom it is not necessary to say more than that he 
enlarged the city his father had built. He was suc- 
ceeded by Cyjixares I., who reigned forty yt^ars. 
He made himself master of all the cities of the king- 
dom of Assyria, except Babylon and Cbaldaea, 
Astyages was the next king of the Medcs, be who 
is called in scripture Abasuerus.* tie mamed bis 
daughter, Mandana, to Cainbyses king of Persia ; 
and tliereby became grandfather to the groat Cyrus, 
one of the most remarkable princes in all history. 
He was succeeded by Cyaxarcs II., called in scrip- 
ture Darius the Mede ; who, under the generalship 
of Cyrus, having taken Babylon, Cyrus, on the 
death of his father Cambyses, and his uncle, whom 
he had made governor of Babylon, united the empires 
of the Modes and Persians under one and the same 
authority. Ecbatana, therefore, from that time ceased 
to be the chief seat of authorityt. 

* It is wid, in Esther, that Ahasuerus reigned over one hundred 
and twent^-SGven princes ; from India to Ethiopia. 

f According to IlorodoUis, tlie reign of 

Dejoccs was 53 years. 

Phtaortes . . ' 22 — 

Cyaxorcs . 12 — 

The Scythians ; 28 — * 

Astyages 36 


Total ... 150 ' 
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Diodorus Siculus relates, that when Semiramis 
came to Ecbatana, “ which,” says he, ‘‘ is situated 
in a low and even plain,” she built a stately palace 
there, and bestowed more care upon that city than 
she had done upon any other. For the city wanting 
water (there being no spring near it), she plentifully 
supplied it with such as W£is good, which she brought 
thither in this manner. There is a mountain called 
Orontes, twelve furlongs distant from the city, ex- 
ceedingly high and steep for the space of twenty five 
furlongs up to the top. On the other side of this 
mount there is a large mere, or lake, which empties 
itself into the river. At the foot of this mount she 
dug a canal fifteen feet in breadth and forty in depth, 
through which she conveyed water to the city in 
great abundance *. 

Alexander being in pursuit of Darius, came within 
three days march of Ecbatana, where he was met 
by the son of Ochus, who informed him that Darius 
had left that city five days before, carrying with 
him five thousand talents (about one million five 
hundred thousand pounds), from the Median trea- 
sury. Wljen Alexander took possession of the city, 
he laid up all the treasure he had got from Persis 
and Susiana. It was in this city that Darius made 
the following remarkable speech to the principal 
officers of his army. lie had lost Persepolis and 
Pasagarda: — Dear companions, among so many 
thousand men who composed my army, you only 
have not abandoned me during the whole course of 
my ill-fortune ; and, in a short tulle, nought but your 
fidelity and constancy will be able to ms^e me fancy 
myself a king. Deserters and traitors now govern 

* Some anthors have made a strange mistake : tliey have con« 
fused tliis city vdth that of the same name in Syria, at the foot of 
Mount Carmel ; and still ipore ofteti with that which was called 
(he *♦ City of'the Magi.’’ 
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in my cities. Not thai they are thought worthy of 
the honour bestowed upon them ; hut rewards are 
given them only in the view of tempting you, and 
staggering your perseverance. You still chose to follow 
my fortune rather than that of the conqueror ; for 
which you certainly have merited a recompense froju 
the gods ; and I do not doubt but they will prove 
beneficent towards you, in case that ]iower is (ibnied 
me. With such soldiers and officers I would brave, 
without the least dread, the enemy, how formidable 
soever he may be. What ! would any one have me • 
surrender myself up to the mercy of the conqueror, 
and expect from liim, as a reward of my baseness and 
meanness of spirit, the government of some province 
which he may condescend to leave ? No ! It never 
shall be in the power of any man, cither to take 
away, or fix upon my head, the diadem I wear. 
The same power shall put a period to my reign and 
life. If you have all the same courage and reso- 
lution, which I can no longer doubt, 1 assure 
myself that you shall retain your liberty, and not be 
exposed to the pride and insults of the Macedonians. 
You have in, your own hands the means either to 
revenge or terminate all your evils.” Having ended 
this speech, the whole body replied with shouts, that 
they were ready to follow him in all" fortunes. 

Nabarzancs and Bessus soon showed the unfor- 
tunate king how little confidence is to be placed ii| 
man. They and other traitors seized upon Darius, 
bound him in chains of gold, placed him in a covered 
chariot, and set out for Bactriana, with the design 
of delivering their master up to Alexander. They 
afterwards murdered hini. 

Plutarch says .of Alexander, that he traversed all 
the province of Babylon, which immediately made 
its submission ; and that in the district of Ecbatanai^ 
he saw a gulf of fire, which streamed continually^ 
as from an inexhaustible source* He admired, also, 
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a flood of naphtha, not far from the gulf, which 
flowed in such abundance that it formed a lake. The 
naphtha^ in many respects, resembles the bitumen, 
but is much more inflammable. Before any Are touches 
it, it catches light from a flame at some distance, and 
often kindles all the immediate air. The barbarians, 
to show the king its force, and the subtlety of its 
nature, scattered some drops of it in the street, 
which' led to his lodging ; and standing at one end, 
they applied their torches to some of the first drops; 
•for it was night. The flame communicated itself 
swifter than thought, and the street was install* 
taneously all on Arc. 

On his arrival, Alexander offered magnificent 
sacrifices to the deities, in thanksgiving for the suc- 
cess that had crowne<l his arms. Gymnic games and 
theatrical representations succeeded, and universal fes- 
tivities reigned in the Grecian army. But in the inid&t 
of these rejoicings, the king had the misfortune to 
lose the friend he loved the most. He was engaged 
in presiding at the games, when he w’as suddenly 
and hastily sent fur ; but before he could reach the 
bed-side of licphsestioii, his friend ha4 expired, ' 

Tlie king gave himself up to sorrow many days. 
At length, when he had recovered his self-ooinmaiid, 
he gave orders for a magnificent funeral, the ex»- 
pense of which is said to have amounted to not less 
than 10,000 talents, that is, about two millions 1 
All the Oriental subjects were charged to put on 
inouming ; and it is even affirmed, raat, to gratify 
Alexander's affection, several of his companions 
dedicated themselves and arms to the deceased fa- 
vourite^ The folly of Alexander went even farther. 
He wrote to Cleomenes, his governor 19 Egypt, a 
person of an inordinate bod character, command- 
ing binvtb erect two temples to Hophaestion ; one at 
Alexandria, and another in the island of Pharos I 

If I find these temples erected, when 1 return into 
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Egypt, I will not only Torgivo all tliy past deeds, 
but likewise all thou niayest hereafter commit ! " 

Plutarch says : — When he came to Ecbatana, in 
Media, and had despatched the most urgent affairs, 
he employed himself in the celebration of games, 
and other public solemnities ; for which purpose 
3000 artificers, lately arrived from Clreeca, were very 
serviceable to him. But, unfortunately, Heplijcs- 
tion fell sick of a fever in the midst of this festivity. 
As a young man and a soldier, he could not bear to 
be kept to strict diet ; and tjiking the opportunity 
to dine when his physician Glauciis was gone to the 
theatre, he ato a roasted fowl, and drank a flagon 
of made as cold as possible ; in consequence of 
which ho grew worae, and died a few days after. 

Plutarch and Quintus Curtins relate, that w’hen 
Darius offered Alexandef all the country which lies 
on the 'west of the J^aiphrates, with his daughter^ 
iStatira in man*iage, and a portion of 10,000 talents 
of gold, Parrnenio having been present at this offer, 
and having been required to state his opinion in 
regard to it, answered, that if it 'were lie, he 
would accept it ; so would I," answerld Alexan- 
der, “ were I Parmcnio." 

l^ini*time after this, the life of this excellent 
friend and consummate general,^ as well as that of 
his son,^ was sacrificed to a mean and wanton ac-* 
cusation made against him of treason against his 
master's person ; dying in the height of his pros- 
perity, in the 70tli year of his age. At Ecbatana, 
it was commonly observed in the army to which he 
belonged, that Parrnenio bad gained many victories 
without Alexander, but that Alexander ha<i^aiiied 
none without Parrnenio. 

Ecbatana is suyiposed to have been situated where 
the modem Hahneden now stands ; tiiat, i% in 
l^vince of Irac^Agemi, winding between Bagdad 
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and Ispahan, 240 miles {tom each. It at 

the foot of a mountain, whence issue stTcams^ that 
water the country. The adjacent parts are fertile, 
and productive of coi:n and rice. The air is healthy, 
but the winter is said to be intense. Its climate, 
however, was so fine in ancient times, that the Per- 
sian kings j)refcrred it to Ispahan or Susa ; hence it 
acquired the title of the ‘‘ Koy*\l City.” 

‘‘Ecbatana,” says Remicll, ‘‘was unquestionably on. 
or near, the sitt‘ of Hamedcn in Al Jebcl. A great 
number of authorities concur in proving this ; although 
many refer to Taurie, or Tebriz, in Aderbiglan ; Mr. 
Gibbon and Sir William Jones among the rest. The 
authorities are too numerous to be adduced hero. 
We shall only mention that Isidore of Charax places 
it on the road from Selcucia to Parthia ; that*Pliny 
sa^s Susa is cqui-dibtant ^^rom Sclcuiia find lilcSa- 
tana ; and that Eebatana itself li(»s in the road from 
Nineveh to Rages or R.>y.” “The situation Ilame- 
den,” says Mr. Morior, “ so much unlike that of other 
Persian cities, would of itself be biifficient to establish 
its claim to a remote origin, considering thp propen-^ 
sity of thd^ancionts to build their cities on ^evated 
positions. Ispahan, Scliiraz, Teheran, Tabris, iKhoi, 
&c,, ;irc all built on plains ; but Ilameden occupies 
a great diversity of^surfaoe, and, like Rome and C<in- 
stantinople, can enumerate the hills over which it* 9 
spread. Its locality, too, agrees with thaj^jpf Eeba- 
tana, built on the declivity of the Orontc sj^ accordini^ 
to Polybius*, and is also conformable toIIerodotus^J 
who, in describing the walls, rising into circles "one^* 
above another, says, ‘this inode of building was* 
favoured by the situation of tbo place.* ” 

“ I had not expected to see Eebatana,” says Sir 
Robert Ker Porter, “as Alofl^der found it ; neither in 

^ 24. t Clio, 9S. 
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Uto^^uperb /ruin, in which Timour had left it ; but, 
ulihost unconsciously to myself, some iudistiiict ideas 
of "what j it had been floated before me ; and when I 
actually behold its reuxains, it was with the appalled 
slipck of seeing' a prostrate dead body, where I had 
anticipated a living man, though drooping to decay. 
Oroutes, indeed, was there, magnificent •and hoary- 
headed ; the funeral remnant of the poor corpse 
beneath/' The extensive plain of llameden stretched 
T>elow, and the scene there was deligiitful. Number- 
less castellated villages, rising amidst groves of the 
noblest trees. The whole tract appeared as a car|).^t 
of luxuriant venlure, studded by hamlets and waterc d 
by rivulets. If the aspect of this part of the coun- 
try,!' thought the traveller, “ now presents so rich a 
picture, when its palaces are no more, what must it 
liax^e been when AstyageS held* his court here ; and 
^yrus, ill his yearly, courses from Pcrsepolis, Susa, 
and Babjflon, stretched his golden sceptre over this 
delicious plain ^ Well might such a garden of na- 
ture's bounties be the fav^ouritc seat of kings, the 
iiuiTsery of the arts, and all the graceful courtesies of 
life.* 

The site of the modern town, 8ir Robert goes on 
to observe, Hke that of the ancient, is on a gradual 
asQent, terminating near tlie foot of the eastern side 
of the mountain. It bears many 'vestiges of having 
been strongly fortified. The sides and summits are 
' covered with large remnants of great thickness, and 
also of towers, the materials of which were bricks, 
drl^d in the sun. 

’ ^Vhen it lost the name of Ecbatana in that of 
Ha^eden, it seems to have lost its honours t^ ; for 
while it preserved the old appellation of the capita], 
^^ence the great kings of the Kaiauiau race had 
V dictated their decrees ; and where “ Cjptus, tingj 
liad placed, in the house of the rolls oHts palace, the 

VUL. i. IT 
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record wherein was written his order for the re- 
building of Jerusalem,” it seems, with the retention 
of its name, to have preserved some memory of its 
consequence, even so far into modern times as three 
centuries of “ the Christian era.” “ It was then,” 
continues our accomplished traveller, “ that Tiridates 
attempted to transfer its glories to his own capital ; 
and, according to Ebn Haiikel, the gradual progress 
of six hundred years mouldered away the architec- 
tiiml superiority of the ancient city. Towards the 
end of the fourteenth century, Tamerlane sacked, 
])illaged, and destroyed its proudest buildings, ruined 
the inhabitants, and reduced the whole, from being 
one of the most extensive cities of the East, to hardly 
a parsang in length and breadth*. In that dismaiftled 
and dismembered state, though dwindled to a mere 
day-built suburb of what It was, it possessed iron 
gates, till within these fifty y^ars ; when Aga Ma- 
homed Khan, not satisfied with the depth of so great 
a capitafs degradation, ordered every remain of past 
consequence to he destroyed.” The result ? “ His 

commands were obeyed to a tittle. The mud alleys, 
which now occupy the site of ancient streets or 
squares, are narrow, interrupted by large holes or 
hollows, in the way, and heaps of the falFen crumbled 
walls of deserted dwellings. A miserable bazaar or 
two are passed through in traversing tho town ; and 
large lonely spots are met with, marked by broken 
low mounds over older ruins ; with here and there a 
few poplars or willow trees, shadowing the border 

* Ecbatana was taken hj Nadir Shah, Nadir marched against 
the Turks as soon as bis troops were refroBhed from tho fatigues 
they had endured in tho pursuit of the Afghauns. He encountered 
the fords of two Turkish pachas on the plains of llameden, over* 
threw them, and made himself master, not only of that city, but 
of all the country in tlio Tieiuity. — Meerza Mchdy's Hista Sir 
WiUi^ Jones’s works, vol. y. 112 ; Malcolm’s Hist, of Persia, 
vol. ii. 51. 4to. 
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of a dirty stream, abandoned to the inoancst uses ; 
which, probably, flowed pellucid and admired, when 
these places w'cre gardens, and the grass-grown heap 
some stately dwelling of Ecbatana.** 

In one or two spots may be observed square plat- 
forms of large stones, many of which are chiselled 
over with the finest Araliic characters. These, how- 
ever, are evidently tomb-stones of the inhabitants 
during the caliphs' rult^ ; the register of yesterday. 
“ As I passed through the wretched hovelled streets, 
and saw the once lofty city of Astyages, shrunk 
like a shrivelled gourd, the contemplation of such a 
spectacle called forth more saddening reflections than 
any that had awakened in me on any former ground 
of departed greatness. In some 1 had seen moulder- 
ing pomp, or sublime desolation ; in this, every object 
spoke of neglect, and hopeless poverty. Not majesty 
in stately ruin, pinirig^o find dissolution on the spot 
where it w’as first blasted ; but beggary, seated on 
the place which kings had occupied, squalid with 
rags, and stu]>id witli misery. It was impossible to 
look on it and not cxclaiui, O Ecbatana, seat of 
princes ! How is the mighty fallen, and the weapons 
of war perished !” 

Sir Robert saw, not far from the remains of a for- 
tress to the south, the broken base and shaft of a 
column ; which, on examination, proved to him that 
the architecture of Persepolis and Ecbatana had been 
tlie same. 

Hamcden is to be seen for several miles before 
reaching Siirkhahed, for several stages. Mr. Moricr 
saw nothing in Persia that Avoro such an appear- 
ance of prosperity ; for the plain, about nine miles 
in breadth and fifteen in length, was one continued 
series of fields and orchards. Ilameden itself is 
one of the best watered places in Persia. All the 
habitations are interspersed with trees The most 
u 2 
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conspicuous building is a large mosque, called 
Mesjed Jumali, now falling into decay; and there 
was to be socui, every morning, before the sun rises, 
a numerous body of ])easants, with spades in their 
hands, waiting to bo hired for the day, to work in 
the surrcuinding fields.* Near the Mosque, in a 
court, filled with tents, stands a building, called 
the sepulchre of Esther and Mordccai. It is of an 
architecture of the earliest ages of Mohaminedism. 
It was erected in the year of the Creation 4474, by 
two devout Jews of Kasham. 

Tmnslafion of the inscription on the marhle slab in 
the sepulchre of Esther and Mordecau 

Mordccai, beloved and honoured by a king, was 
great and good, liis garineiits were those of a 
sovereign. Ahasuerus covered him with this rich 
dress, and also placed a golden chain around his 
neck. The city of Susa rejoiced at his honours, and 
his high fortune became the glory of tho Jews.” 

On a steep declivity of the Orontes are to be seen 
two tablets, each of which is divided into three 
longitudinal compartments, inscribed by the arrow,- 
hcaded character of Porsepolis. In the noi-thcrn 
skirts of tho city, Mr. Morier found another inonu- 
nienc of antiquity. This is the base of the column, 
which we noticed just now; and tliis, Mr. Morier 
is equally certain with Sir Robert, is of the identical 
order of tlio columns of Pcrsepolis, and of the same 
sort of stone, TFiis, says Mr. Morier, led to a dis- 

* “ This custom,’ ' says Mr. Moiicr, ** which I had never seen 
in any other part of Asia, forcibly struck mo os a most happy illus< 
tratiou of our Saviour’s parable of tho labourer in the vineyard ; 
particularly w^hen passing by the same place, lato in the day, wo 
still found others standing idle, and remembered his words, 

* fVhy stand ye here all the day idle$* as most applicable to 
their situation ; for in putting the question to thcui, they answered 

* Because no one has hired us,* ” 




RUINS OP ANCIENT CITIES. 293 

covcry of some importance ; for, ad jacent to tliis 
fragment is a large but irrcgnlar terrace, evidently 
tlie work of art, and perhaps the ground-plan of 
some great building; of the remains of which its 
soil must be the repository. Mr. Morier is induced 
to believe, that the situation of this spot agrees with 
that Polybius* would assign to the palaee of the 
kings of Persia, whicl?, he says, was below the 
citadel. 

Besides these, there are many other antiquities ; 
but as they all belong to Mohammedan times, they 
do not come within the sphere of our subject. There 
are some hopes that this city may, one day, assume 
a far different rank tlian wh.it it now holds 
for, wnthin a few years, it has been created a royal 
governuieut, and committed to the care of Mohatn- 
rned Ali Mirza, Palaces, therefore, have beim erect- 
ed, and mansions for his ministers, new bazaars and 
mercantile canavanserais. * 

We slnall (dose this account vrith Sir llobert’s de- 
scription of the vicnv that is to be seen from Mount 
Orontes, now called jM onnt Elwiind. It is one of the 
most stupendous scenes J had ever seen! I stood on the 
eastern park. The apparently inteTinediatc peaks of 
the Courdistan mountains spri'ad before me far to the 
north-west ; while continued chains of the less tower- 
ing heights of liOiiristau stretched south-e.iat ; and 

* Lib. X. c. 24. 

+ “ The habitations of the people here (at Ilamctlcn) were 
equally mean as those of the villages through which we had passed 
before. The occtipicrs of these liwt resemided, very strongly, tho' 
AfricAn Aniha, or Moors, and also the mixed nice of Kg\pl, in their 
physiognomy, comjdcxion, and dre.ss. The reception, given by 
these villagers to my Tartar companions, was like that of the most 
abject slaves to a powerful master ; and the manner in which the 
yellow-crowned courtiers of thcSuhliuie Porte treated their enter- 
tainers in return, was quite as much in ihc^ spirit of tho despotic 
sukan whom they served.’'— Travels iu Meso- 
potamia, vol. ii. p. 18. 
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linking themselves with the more lofty piles of tho 
Bactiari, my eyo followed their receding summits, till 
lost in the hot and tremulous haze of an Asiatic sky. 
The general hue of this endless mountain region was 
murky red ; to which in many parts the arid glare 
of tho atmosphere gave so preternatural a brightness, 
that it might well have beep called a land of fire. 
From the point on which I stood, 1 beheld the wdiolc 
mass of country round the unbroken concave: — it 
was of enormous expanse ; and although, from the 
clearness of the air, and the cloudless state of the hea- 
vens, no object w'as clouded from my sight ; yet, from 
the immensity of the height whence I viewed tho 
scene, the luxurijincy of the valleys was entirely lost in 
the shadows of the hills ; and nothing was left to the 
beholder from the top of tilwund, but the bare and 
burning summits of countless mountains. Not a drop 
of water was discernible of all the many streams, 
which poured from the bosom into the plains below. 
In my life I had never beheld so tremendous a spec- 
tacle. It appeared like standing upon the stony crust 
of some rocky world, which had yet to be broken up 
by the Almighty word, and unfi>ld to the beneficent 
mandate the fructifying principh*s of earth and water, 
bursting into vegetation and terrestrial life*.*' 

NO. XXXIII. — ELEUSIS. 

This was a town of Attica, equally distant from 
Megara and the rira?us ; greatly celebrated for the 
observance, every fifth year, of the greatest festival in 
Greece, called the Eleusinian; a festival sacred to 
Ceres and Proserpine ; every thing appertaining to 
which was a secret, or mystery ; to divulge any of 

•Herodotus; Diodorus Sioiilus; Plutarch; Arrian; Quiiitiia 
Curtins ; llollin ; Rcuncll ; Morier ; Sir R. Kcr Porter ; Buck- 
inghani. 
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wliich was supposed to call down an immediate judg- 
ment from heaven. 

“Ceres/’ says an Athenian orator, wandering in 
quest of her daughter Proserpine, came into Attica, 
where some good offices were done her, which it is 
unlawful for tliosc who are not initiated to hear. In 
return, she conferred two unparalleled benefits : — the 
knowledge of agriculture, by which the human race 
is raised above the brute creation ; and, the mysteries, 
from which the partakers derive sweeW hopes than 
other men enjoy, both in the present life and to 
eternity.” 

Tlicre is nothing in all the Pagan antiquity more 
celebrated than the mysteries ind feasts of Ceres 
Elcusina*. Their origin and institution are q^tributed 
to Ceres herself, who in the ndgn of ErccMhcus, 
coming to Eleusis, a small town of Attica, in search 
of her daughter Proserpine, whom Pluto had carried 
away, and finding the country afflicted with a fiimino, 
she not only taught them the use of corn, but in* 
structed them in the principles of probity, charity, 
civility, jind humanity. These mysteries were divided 
into the less and the greater, of which theformer served 
as a preparation for the latter. Only Athenians were 
admitted to them ; but of them each sex, age, find 
condition had a right to be received. All strangers 
were absolutely excluded. We shall consider prin- 
cipally the grcatcjr mysteries, whicli were celebrated 
at Eleusis. 

Those who demanded to be initiated into them, 
were obliged, before their reception, to purify them- 
selves in the lessor mysteries, by bathing in tlie 
river Ilissus, by saying certain prayers, offering sacri- 
fices, and, above all, by living in strict continence 
during an interval of time prescribed them. That 
time was employed in instructing them in the priii- 
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GTpIWeand olernciitsof the sacred d^tme of the groat 

tho time for thfiir mitiatiott ftmved, thry^ 
vStere brought into tho IferSl^le ; aj^d to inspire the 
greater rcvt^renoc and terror,' tlic ccrctnony was per- 
formed in tho i^ight^ 'jy'oaderful thte^^sed upon 
this occasion, '•'^sions lyete seen, aik^^yoices hnard, 
o f Tin' 'axtrao«(}in 2 ^*y ^ sudden ^splondmii' dis- 

pelled the da|{*hho 9 S'df the. ‘^pd disappearing 

immediately, added new horr^.to’thogloouf* App.a- 
ritiotfe, claps of tinker, earthqu 1 li,kc 8 , im|R|^ved the 
terror and amazt*metit^ wliilst the pc?r80U admitted, 
« 5 tupified, sweating , through fear, heara trembling the 
mysterious volumeS’TCad to bim. These nocturnal rites 
-«*were attended with many disorders, wliieh the severe 
law olTsitonce, imposed on the persons initiated, pre- 
vented from coming to light. The president in this 
ceremony was called a llh'vophant. Jfe wore a pecu- 
liar habit, and was not ridmitted to marry. He had 
throe colleagues ; one who carried a torch ; another, 
a herald, whose office was to pronounce certain 
mysterious v/oids; and a third, to attend at tho 
altar. 

llesides these officers, one of the principal magis- 
trates of tho city was appointed to take care tliat all 
the ceremonies of this feast were exactly observed. 
He w’as called the king, and was one of the nine 
Archons. His business w^as to offer prayers and 
“‘ sacrifices. Tho people gave him four assistants. IJo 
had, besides, ten other ministers to assist him in the 
discharge of his duty, and particularly in offering 
sacrifices. 

The Athenians initiated their children of both sexes 
very early into these mysteries, and would have 
thought it criminal to have let them die without such 
an advantage. 

It was regularly celebrated every fifth year ; that 
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IS, after a revbl^^ion of four years : and Ui^toHr 
records, tlmt it ^as neVer interrupted, except upqil • 
the taking of -Ttiehea^ bjj^^lexander the Cfreat. ^ Jt 
was continudid dbwn tiie time of "the Cliristiaja 
emperoi;8 ;, and Yalentiinan would have .abolished it, 
if P^a^text|^lts; tlie proconsul of €r^(5P, had not re- 
presented iivtjie mbsi; lively aha a^^ting^terms the 
uTiivcrsal sorrow which the, abrogatiup- of tha^'flsast 
would oceSsiofratnong the |>copIe; upoh whfeh it was 
suffered to aubsTst..^t Js sitppose*! to have been 
finally s^pressed by Tb^odosi^ tlic Great. '' 

At this place there were sey eVdl sacred monuments, 
such as chaj^els and altars ; and inany rich citizens of 
Athens had plea'^ant and beantifhl villas there*. The 
gi*eat temple at Elcusis was plundered fty the Spartan, 
king Clcomenes, and it was burnt by the’^Pii'sians, 
in their flight after the battle of Platasa. It was 
afterwards rebuilt by Iktinos; but nearly entirely 
<iestroyo(l by Alaric. After this Elcusis becJiine an 
inconsiderable village. It is now inhabited by a few 
poor Albanian Christians. The temple of Ceres and 
FVoserpine was built under the administration of 
Eericlcs. It was of the marble of Pentelicns. It 
was equally vast and magnificent. Its length, from 
north to south, was about three luindred and eighty- 
six feet, and its breadth about three hundred .and 
twenty-seven ; and the most celebrated artists were 
employed in its construction and dccor.ation, 

“ In the most flourishing times of Athena,” says*^ 
Wheler, ‘‘Eleusis was one of their principal towns, but 
is now crushed down under their hard fortune, having 
been so ill treated by the Christian ]>irates, more 
inhuman than the very Turks, that all its inhabitants 
have left it ; there being now nothing remaining but 
ruins. The place is situated upon a long hill, stretched 
out near to the sea, north-east and north-west, not 
• Dodwcil. 
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far distant from the mountain Gerata. Tlio whole 
hill seems to have been built upon, but chiefly 
towards the sea, where the first thing 'wo came to 
was the stately temple of Ceres, now prostrate upon 
the ground ; I cannot say, ‘ not having one stone 
upon another,’ for it lieth all in a confused heap 
together, the beautiful pillars buried in tlie rubbish 
of its dejected roof and walls, and its goodly carvM 
and polished cornices used with no more respect than 
the worst stone of tlie pavement. It lies in such a 
rude and disorderly manner, that it is not ])ossible to 
judge of its ancient form ; only it appciarcd to have 
been built of most beautiful white marble, and no 
less admirable .stone.” 

There are also remains of several old sepulchres ; 
and among these was lately found an inscription 
relative to something dedicated to Ceres and her 
daughter, by b'abius, tbo Dadoiiobos. Another is 
ill the wall of a cottage, and is relative to a member 
of the Areopagus, who erected a statue to his wife. 

The temple of!Neptune is sujiposcd to have been 
near the sea, where traces now remain, composed of 
dark Eleusiaian marble. The foundations of the 
ancient tombs are still visible ; but there are no 
remains of the city walls ; but a long wall, which 
united it with the port, may be still traced with little 
interruption. 

The temple of Venus, which was of the Doric 
order, is now a mass of rubbish, among which have 
been found several marble doves of the natural size. 

Many fr^igments, says Mr. Dodwcll, have probably 
been removed, owing to its propinquity to the sea, 
and the consequent facility of exportation. The 
church of St. Zacharias is almost entirely composed 
of ancient fragments. This is probably the situation 
of the temple of Diana ; and of a largo ancient well 
he supposes to be that mentioned by Pausaiiias, 
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round which the women of Eleusis danced in 
honour of the fijoddoss. 

There wcie also temples dedicated to Triptolemus 
and Neptune, the father ; but of these not a frag- 
ment remains*. 

NO. XXXIV. ELTS. 

Elts was formed, like many of the Grecian cities, 
more especially in the Peloponnesus, by the union of 
several hamlets. 

It was a large and populous city in the time of 
Demosthenes ; but in that of Ilomcr it did not 
exist. 

Elis was originally governed by kings, and re- 
ceived its name from Eleus, one of its inonarchs. 
It was famous for the horses it produced, whose cele- 
brity was so often tried at the Olympic games. 

‘‘ On our arrival at lilis,” says Anach arsis, “ w’c 
met a procession on its way to the temple of Minerva, 
and that made part of a ceremony, in which the 
youth of Elis contended for the prize of beauty. The 
victor was led in tiiumph ; the first, with his head 
bound with ribands, bore the weapons to bo conse- 
crated to the goddess ; the second conducted the 
victim ; and the third carried the other offerings. 
I have often seen similar contests in Greece, for the 
young men ; as well as for the women and girls. 
Even among distant nations, I have seen women ad- 
mitted to public competitions ; with this difference" 
liow^evor, that the Greeks decree the prize to the 
most beautiful, and the barbarians to. the most 
virtuous.** 

This city was once ornamented with temples, 
sumptuous edifices, and a number of statues. Among 
these was particularly distinguished the group of 
the Gr aces, in a temple dedicated to them. They 

* Rollin ; Barthelcmy ; Wlieler ; Cliandler ; Sandwich ; 
Clarke ; Ilobhouse ; Dodwell. 
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were liahited in a light and bnlliant drapery ; — the 
first hold a myrtle branch in honour of Venus ; the 
second, a rose, to denote tlie spring ; the third, a die, 
the symbol of infant sports. 

The chief curiosity at Elis, however, was a statue 
of Jupiter, formed hy Phidias*. The serene majesty 
and beauty of this piece of sculj)turo ranked it 
among the wonders of the world. Jupiter was re- 
presented sitting ny)oii a throne, with an olive wreath 
of gold about his temples ; tlie upper part of his 
body was naked ; a wide mantle, covering the rest of 
it, hung down in the richest folds to his feet, which 
rested on a footstool. The naked parts of the statue 
were of ivory ; the dross was of beaten gold, with an 
imitation of embroidery, ]>amted by Pamvnus, bro- 
ther of Phidias. In the right hand stood the goddess 
Victoria, turning towards the statue, and carved, like 
it, out of ivory iind gold ; she was holding out a 
band, with which she appeared clesirous to encircle 
his olive crown. In his left hand the divinity held 
a parti-coloured sceptre, made of various m(‘tals skil- 
fully joined, an<i on the sceptre rested an eagle. 
Power, wisdom, and goodness, were admirably ex- 
j)rc88cd in his features. lie sat with the air of a 
divinity, presiding among the judges of the games, 
and dispensing the laurel wreaths to the victors, cjilm 
in conscious dignity. The statue was surrounded 
with magnificent drapery, which was drawn aside 
only on j)articular occasions, when the deity was to 
be exhibited. A sense of greatness^ and splendour 
overwhelmed the spectator, the height of the figure 
being about forty feet. 

The structures of Elis+ seem to have been raised 
with materials far less elegant and durable than the 
produce of the Ionian and Attic quarries. The 
ruins are of brick, and not considerable ; consisting 


^ Gillies. 


f Chandler. 
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of pieces of ordinary wall, and an octagon building 
with niclies, which, it is supposed, was the temple, 
with a circular peristyle. Tliose stand detached from 
each other, ranging in a vale southward from the 
wido bed of the river Pencils, which, l)y the margin, 
has several large stones, perhaps the relics of the 
gymnasium. 

The ruins of Elis, says Mr. Dodwcll, are few and 
uninteresting. Of (ireciaii remains nothing is seen 
but a confused wreck of scattered blocks. There arc 
some massifs of brick-work, and an octagon tower 
of tile same materials, whicb appears to be of Koman 
origin. It is smprising that there should bo so few 
remains of the tem])l(‘S, porticoes, theatres, and other 
edifices, W’bicli embellished the town at the time of 
Pausanias ; but some suppose that much is covered 
by the earth ; since it is considerably higher than its 
oiigiiial level*. 


NO. XXXV. — EPKESirS. 

This city was once reputed the metropolis of Asia ; 
and tliciicc it was styled lilpiphancstata, a name 
signifying Monstrous.” It was at first not merely 
a village, but a small village ; yet, in the time of 
SStrabo, it was the largi'st and most frequented cm - 
poriuiii of all that continent. It was situated in 
[oiiia, al)Out 50 miles south of (Smyrna, near the 
mouth of tlie river Caystcr. Pliny tells us, that 
before bis ago, it had been known by various names. 
In the time of the Trojan war, it was called Alopcs; 
soon after, Ortygia, and Merges ; then it took the 
name of (Smyrna ; then Samorniuni, and Ptelca. 
“ It is mounted on a hill,” says he, ‘‘ and hath the 
river Cayster. under it, wliich cometh out of the 
Cilbian hills, and brings down with it the waters 

* Paustinias; Pluuirvh ; BartlK'lcaiy ; Chaudlcr ; Dod\\«ll ; 
Hoes; Gillies. 
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of many other rivers ; but is principally maintained 
and enriched by the lake Pt^gaseuni, which discharges 
itself by the river Phyrites, that runs into it. A 
large quantity of mud is brought down, which in- 
creases the land ; for already, a good way within the 
land, is an island called Phyrie, nearly joined to the 
continent.” 

Pliny, and several other ancient writers, assert 
that this city was foundc<l by the Amazons ; but 
others, with greater probability, ascribe that honour 
to a party emigrating from Athens. As this emi- 
gration was important, we shall pause a little upon 
it. It is called the Ionic emigration. It was led 
from Athens by two young men, named Neleiis and 
Androcles, the younger sons of Codrus the king. 
IMultitudes followed them, especially certain Ionian 
and Messenian families, who had taken refuge in 
that city after the Dorian conquest. On landing, 
they seized upon four hundred miles of Asia 
J\Iinor, together with the islands of Samos and Chios ; 
and liaving driven out the Carians and St’gotes, 
founded twelve cities. Of these Ephesus was onet. 
Neleus settled at Miletus ; but Androcles, the elder 
brother, at Ephesus. Strabo relates, that the caiitho- 
rity of Androcles was at first acknowledged over all 
the cities; but that a republican government was 
soon after established, and that the municipality of 
each city claimed sovereign authority ; the whole 
being, nevertheless, united by confederacy ; having, 
for considering their common affairs, a general cpiin- 
cil. This council was called Panionium. 

This form of government continued to the time of 
Pythagoras, who lived before Cyrus the Great, and 
wa^one of the most savage tyrants of whom history 

* Bi'eadth scarcely anywhere excee«ling forty miles. 

^ others were, Miletus, Myiis, Lebedos, Colophon, Priene, 
J eoi», Hrytlir®, Phocsca, Clazomcne, Chios, and Samos. 
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makes mention. He succeeded by Pyndarus, 
who ruled with a less absolute and cruel sway ; in 
whoso time J^pliesus was besieged by Croesus, king 
of I jydia. That prince advised the inhabitants to 
dedicate their city to Diana ; and they having re- 
solved to follow his advice, he treated them with 
kindness, and restored them to their former liberty. 
The other tyrants, mentioned in Ephesian history, 
were, Athenagoras, Conics, Aristarchus, and llege- 
sias. The last of these governed under the patronage 
of Alexander*. That conqueror, however, at length 
expelled him ; and, having done so, bestowed upon 
the temple of Diana, after having defeated the Persians 
on the banks of the Cranieus, — all the tributes 
which the Ephesians had been accustomed to pay to 
the Persian kings. Ho also established a democracy 
in the city. 

Ephesus was greatly assisted, also, by Lysandcr 
the Lacedemonian. Plutarch relates, that when that 
])or8on went to Ephesus, he found that city well 
disclosed to the Lacedemonians, but in a bad condition 
as to its internal policy, and in danger of falling iiflo 
the hands of the Persians; because it was near 
Lydia, and the king's lieutenants often visited it. 
Lysander, therefore, having fixed' his quarters there, 
ordered all his store-ships to bo brought into the 
harbour, and built a dock for bis galleys. By these 
means lie filled the ports with merchants, their 
markets with business, and their houses and shops 
with ^oney. So that firom that time, and from his 
services, continues Plutarch, Ephesus began to con- 
ceive hopes of that greatness and splendour in which 
it afterwards flourished. 

We must now describe the temple at this place, 
dedicated to Diana. It was in part built by the 
hands of kings. It was four hundred and twenty- 
five feet long and two hundred feet broad, and not 
* Polycii. Strat. vi. 
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only adorned with the choicest paintings and statnos^ 
but with whatever the hand of art or genkw co'uld 
produce in that day of superior execution 
iiificence. The roof was supported by one hundred^ 
and twenty-seven columns, sixty feet liigh. Of 
these, tliirty-six were carved in a niost exquisite 
manner : nor was it entirely completed till two hun- 
dred and twenty years after -its first foundation. Its 
arcliitect was Ctesiphon. The riches })laced in this 
tcinplo were very groat, and the goddess was repre- 
sented as crowned with turrets, holding in her arms' 
lions ; while a nuinbt;r of beasts seemed to indicate 
the fertility and resources of the earth, or of nature. 
It was formed of ebony ; and PJiny states, that 
tliough the staircase, which led up to tlie top of this 
edifice, was not very narrow, it was formed out of the 
trunk of one single vine. 

This tcinph^ was destroyed on the day on which 
Alexander was born. It was burnt by an Ephesian, 
who thus desired co immortalise his name. In 
order to frustrate the accomplishment of this de- 
s^c, tho Ephesians enacted a law% that no one. should 
even be guilty of iiicntioiiiiig his name. The name 
of Eratostratus, nevertheless, has descended to pos- 
terity. 

Such is the account left us by Plutarch and 
Valerius Maximus. On this occasion, Ilegesias, tho 
Magnesian, uttered a conceit," says Plutarch, 
“frigid enough to have extinguished the flames." 
“ It is no wonder,” said he, “ that the teinj^^lo of 
Diana was burnt, when she was at a distance em- 
ployed in bringing Alexander into the world."* 

All the Magi, continues Plutarch, who were then 
at Ephesus, lookbd upon the fire as a sign which 
betokened a much greater misfortune; — they ran 
abou^ the town heating their faces, and crying, 

* Diana was the pauoucts of all wooicn in labour, as well ag 
of ilic childrcu born. 
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I^^'tliat th^day had brought forth the greatest scourge 
“ (Old destroyer of Asia.” 

Ba4«th'clemy uuikes Anacharsis visit Ephesus some 
few years after this calamity. Nothing then re- 
mained of this superb temple but the four walls and 
sooic columns in the midst of ruins. The fire had 
consumed the roof and the ornaments which deco- 
rated the nave. Alexander offered to rebuild this 
edifice ; but the offer being accompanied by the con- 
dition, that the Ephesians should inscribe his name 
tij)oii it as tljat of the benefactor ; the Ephesians 
refused to accept liis offer. They, nevertheless, re- 
fused in a manner that gave hinj, no doubt, a superior 
Statisfaction. It was, that one deity ought not to 
raise a temple to another ! 

At the time J^arthelemy has named, the temple 
was beginning to he rebuilt All the citizens had 
contributed, * and the women had sacrificed tlieir 
jewels. No change was made in the form of the 
goddess' statue ; a form anciently borrowed from the 
Egyptians, and which was found, also, in the tern.- 
pies of several other Greek cities. The goddess 
bore on her head a tower; two iron rods sup- 
ported her hands ; and the body terminated in a 
sheath, encircled with symbols and the figures of 
animals. 

Thirty-six of the columns were carved by Scopas, 
of the school of Praxiteles t, and it was in this 

* Ephesians have a vciy \iisclaw relative to the construction 
of public edifices. The 'tirchitect whoso plan is ciioscn entcie into 
a bond, by which he cnga^'cs all his property. If he exactly fulfils 
the condition of his agreement, honours are decreed him ; if the 
cxpcDBo exceeds the sum stipulated only by one quarter, the sur- 
plus'ls^aid from the public treasury ; biit if It amounts to more, 
the property of the architect is taken to pay the rsmaindcr.— 
Barthf.lf.mv, vol. V. .394, 5 ; from Vitruvius Pi-acf., lib. x. 203. 

*1* We often seo this temple represented upon medals with the 
figure of Diana. It is never charged with more than eight pillars; 

^ VOJ,. I. X 
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temple that the Ionic order in architecture was first 
employed ; and every column contained one hundred 
and ten tons of marble 

In the war between the Romans and Mithridates, 
the Ephesians took part with the latter ; and by his 
command went even so far as to massacre all tiio 
Romans in their cityt. For this atrocity they were 
severely fined, and reduced almost to beggars. 

Whoever might have originally founded this city, 
certain it is that the town, which in the Roman 
.times was the metropolis of Asia, was founded by 
Lysimachus ; he having caused the first city to be 
destroyed. When he had effected th^, ho rebuilt it 
in a more convenient place. 

This new city became very splendid in process of 
time; but it was greatly damaged in the reign of 
llberius by an earthquake. On this Tiberius ordered 
it to bo repaired and adorned with many stately 
buildings ; and of that city the ruins which are now 
visible are the remains. 

Ephesus was in subsequent times sacked by the 
Goths, and the temple of Diana again burnt to the 
ground. The ruin of the temple is thus described by 
Gibbon ; — ‘‘ In the general calamities of mankind, 
.the death of an individual, however exalted, the ruin 
of an edifice, however famous, are passed over with 
careless inattention. Yet, we cannot forget that the 
temple of Diana at Ephesus, after having risen with 
increasing splendour from seven repeated misfor- 
tunes was finally burnt by the Goths in their third 

and Bometimes only with six, four, and now and then only 
with two. 

* The columns being sixty feet high, the diameter, accorc^ng to' 
rule, must be six feet eight inches ; that is, one-ninth part. Thus, 
every column would contaii^ one hundred and ten tons of marble, 
besides base and capital I — Wrsn’s Pahbntaiia, p. 361. 

t Mithndatescaused 150,000 Homans in Asia to be massacred .in 
one day J Hist.' August, p. 173 ; Jornaiides, c. 20. 
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naval invasion. The arts of Greece, and the wealth 
of Asia, had conspired to erect that sacred and 
magnificent structure. It was supported by one 
hundred and twenty-seven marble columns of the 
Ionic order. They were the gifts of .devout mon- 
archs, and each was sixty feet high. The altar was 
adorned with the masterly sculpture of Praxiteles, 
who had, perhaps, selected from ‘the favourite legends 
of the place, the birth of the divine children of Latona, 
the concealment of Apollo after the slaughter of the 
Cyclops, and the clemency of Bacchus to the van- 
quished Amazons*. Yet the length of the temple of 
Ephesus waa'only four hundred and twenty-five feet ; 
about two- thirds of the measurement of the church 
of St. Peter s at Rome t. In the other dimensions it 
was still inferior to that sublimc_production of modern 
architecture. The spreading arms of a Christian 
cross require a much greater breadth than the obloilg 
^temples of the pagans ; and the boldest architect of 
antiquity w^ould have been startled at the proposal 
of raising in the air a dome of the size and propor- 
tionsHif the Pantheon. The temple of Diana was, 
however, admired as one of the wonders of the world. 
Successive empires, the Persian, Macedonian, and the 
Roman, had revered its sanctity, and enriched its 
splendour. But the rude savages of the Baltic were 
destitute of a taste for the elegant arts, and they de- 
spised the ideal terrors of a foreign superstitionj." 

In regard to this temple, some have supposed 
that the subterranean arches still existing are the 
remains of it. This, however, cannot be allowed^ 
A Sybilline oracle,” says Sir John liobhouse, “ fore- 

♦ Strabo, 1. xiv. 640 ; Vitruvius, 1. i, c. 1 ; Praf. 1. vii.; Tacitus 
Anual. iii. 61 ; Plin. Nat. Hist, xxxvi. 14. 

t Tbe length of St. Peter’s is 840 Koman palmi ; each palm ii 
ver/ little short of nine English inches. 

, t They offered no sacrifices to the Grecian gods. 

X 2 
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told, that the earth would tremble and open, and thtat 
this glorious edifice would fall headlong into the abyss; 
and present appearances might justify the belief, that 
it was swept from the face of the earth by some over- 
whelming catastrophe." “ It is easier to conceive," 
he goes on to observe, “that such an event, although 
unnoticed, did tahe place, than that a marble temple, 
four hundred and twenty feet long, and two liundrcd 
and twenty feet broad, whose columns (one hundred 
and twenty-seven in number) were sixty feet high, 
should have left no other vestige than two fragments 
of wall, some brick subterraneous arches, and four 
granite pillars.” Certain it is that large portions of 
this city were carried away at various times to assist 
in building or adorning other cities, more egpecinlly 
Constantinople. “It is probable," says llobUouse, 
“ that Cliristian zeal accelerated the devastations of 
time ; and that the Ephesians, in order to prevent the 
punishment denounced against tlic seven cbiirchcs of 
Asia, may have been eager to demolisli this monu- 
inent of their glory and their shame. The cedar roofs, 
the cypress doors, the vine staircase, the sculptured 
column of Scopas, the altar adorned by Praxitciles, 
the paintings of Parrhasiusand Apelles, and the ebony 
image of the goddess, may have fallen before tho 
enemies of pagan idolatry ; and tbo piety of the 
priests might ^ave been more injurious to Diana than 
the rapacity of the Goths ; but neither tlic cupidity 
nor audacity of thb reformers, against whom . the 
sophist Libanius, — an cyc-witness of their progress, 
— so forcibly exclaims, could have destroyed, altliougli 
they might have defaced, the vast fabric of tho 
Artemisium itself." 

Under the reign of Alexius, father of the celebrated 
Anna de Comnena, Ephesus fell under the dominion 
of the Mahometans. In a. d. 1206, the Greeks 
retook it ; but seventy-seven years after they lost it 
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again. At the commencement of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, it became a part of the Turkish dominions, and 
has renuaiiied so ever since. 

Epliesiis is greatly distinguished in ecclesiastical 
history. “ First,” says Rees, ‘‘ it may be considered 
as the abode of many Jews, who obtained the privi- 
lege of citizens ; and afterwards as the place where 
the first Paul took up his residence for three years*; 
where he wrouglit iniraclcsf, and was resisted by 
the Jewsf ; aii<l where Timothy was bishop ; and 
where John resided ; and moreover, as containing 
one of the seven churches whose character and doom 
are recorded by that evangelist in the book of the 
Rcvehition§” 

We now pass to tlie times in which we live ; and 
shall present descriptions of the ruins of this once 
noble city, in the language of those wJio have visited 
them. 

Aiasaluck is situated about thirteen or fourteen 
liours from Smyrna. It is now a small village, inha- 
bited by a few Turkish families, standing chiefly on 
the south of a hill, called the Castle-hill, among 
bushes and ruins. N car a caravanserai is a marble sar- 
copliagiis, which serves as a water-trough to a well 
before it. It bears an inscription ; and from that is 
learnt, that it once contained the bodies of the com- 
mander of a Roman trireme named tto Griffin, and 
his wife. “We sat near this sarcophagus,” says Dr. 
Chandler, “ in tlie ojien air. while our supper was pre- 
paring ; when suddenly fires began to blaze up among 
the bushes, and we saw the villagers collected about 
them in savage groups, or passing to and fro with 
lighted brands for torclics. The flames, with the 
stars and a pale moon, afforded us a dire prospect 
of ruin and desolation. A shrill owl, named Cucu- 

• Acu XX. 31. f Act* xix, 11 ; 1 Cor. xv, 9. 

t Acts XX. 19. § Gh. iU 
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vaia from its note, with a night-hawk, flitted near 
ns ; and a jackal cried mournfully, as if forsaken 
by his companions on the mountain.” ' Such was 
the scene where Ephesus had been ! ‘‘We retired,” 
continues this elegant and accomplished traveller, 
“ early in the evening to our shed ; not without some 
sensations of melancholy, which were renewed at 
the dawn of day. • We had then a distinct view of 
a solemn and most forlorn spot ; a neglected castle, 
a grand mosque, and a broken aqueduct, with mean 
cottages, and ruinous buildings, interspersed among 
■wild thickets, and spreading to a considerable ex- 
tent. Many of the scattered structures are squares, 
with domes, and have been baths. Some gravestones 
occurred, finely painted and gilded, as the Turkish* 
maimer is, with characters in relievo. But the 
castle, the mosque, and the aqueduct, arc alone suffi- 
cient evidences, as well of the former greatness of 
the place, as of its imj)ortancc.” 

The castle is a large and barbarous edifice, with 
square towers. You ascend to it over heaps of 
stones, intermixed with scraps of marble. “ An 
ouf^work,” continues Dr. Chandler, “which secured 
the approach, once consisted of two lateral walls from 
the body of the fortress, with a gateway. This is 
supporte<f on each side by a huge ilnd awkward but- 
tress, construdbd chiefly with the seats of a theatre, 
or atadium, many marked with Greek letters. Se- 
veral fragments of inscriptions are inserted in it, or 
lie near. Over the arch are four pieces of hneient 
sculpture. Two in the middle are in alto-rolievu, of 
most exquisite workmanship, and parts of the ^me 
design ; representing the death of Patrochis, ani the 
bringing of his body to Achilles.” A third is in 
basso-relievo.* “ The figures are, a man leading away 
a little boy, a corpse extended, two women lament- 
ing, and soldiers bearing forth the armour and 
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■weapons of the deceased, to decorate Iiis funeral pile.” 
This referred to the story of Hector. The fouHh is 
much injured, but sufbcient remains to show boys and 
vine- branches. The gateway faces the sea. Within 
the castle were a few huts, an old mosque, and a 
great deal of rubbish. If you move a stone, it is 
a cliance but you find a scorpion under it.” 

The grand mosque is situated beneath ‘ the castle. 
The side next the foot of the hill is of stone ; the rest 
of polished marble, veined. In front is a court, 
having a large fountain; there are, also, broken 
columns — remains of a portico. The fabric was 
raised with old materials; and the large granite 
columns which sustain the roof, as well as all the 
mai‘bles, are remains of what were long supposed to 
constitute ancient Ephesus. • 

In regard to the aqueduct, the piers arc square ; 
not large, but many, with arches formed with brick. 
These are constructed with inscribed pedestals, on one 
of which is the name of llerodes Atticus, whose statue 
it once supported. These ruins abound in snakes. 
Chamclions and lizards, also, arc frequently seen 
basking in the sun, ‘‘ The marbles, yet untouched, 
would fonn a copious and curious harvest, if accessi- 
ble. The downfall of some may be expected conti- 
nually, from the. tottering condition of the fabric 
and time and earthquakes will supply the place of 
•ladders ; for which the traveller wishes in vain at a 
place, where, if a tall man, he may almost overlook 
the houses.” 

And yet these ruins, strictly speaking, are in Dr. 
Chandler s opinion not those of Ephesus : those lie 
neiyi'er the sea ; and arc visible from the castle hill. 
The - ruins of Aiasaluck are those of a town, built in 
great part, if not entirely, of, Ephesian ruins; and 
it may bo supposed, by the Mahometan potentate, 
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Matitalchia, ‘who conquered Epl^esus and all Caria, 
ifi the year 1313. 

The site of Ej)hesus is to be sought for in the way 
from Aiasaluck to a square tower of white marble, 
which stands on a ridge, projecting from the chain of 
CorissuSjthe southern boundary of the plain of the Cay- 
ster. For about half a mile from the villjige the route 
is over a flat, interspersed with thickets of talnarinds, 
agnus-castus, and other shrubs ; it then arrives at a 
low^ round hill which extends to the north-east from 
the high range of Corissus. All the inhabitants of the 
once famous Ephesus, the chief of this part of Asia, as 
the mistress governing the rest, by the residence of 
tlie proconsul here, amount now not to above forty 
or fifty faYnilics of Turks, living in poor thatched 
cottages, without, *says Wilder, one Christian 
among them. They lie in a knot together, on the 
south side of the castle. Within the gate, on the 
castle wall,” continues he, ’^‘^we saw a marble, 
whereon is cut a face, representing the mo6n, with 
two snakes ; one on one side of the head, and the 
other on the other ; joining their heads in the middle 
of the crowm, and their tails pointing outwards ; with 
each of them a circle in such' shape, they both re- 
jircsent a bow. This was to repnisent the deity 
Hecate triformis ; the moon in tlie heavens, repre- 
sented by the largo round visage ; Proserpine in 
Hell, represented by the snakes ; and Diana upon • 
earth by the bow.” 

All the principal part of the ruins are on the side 
of the hill, lately mentioned, and in a flat recess 
between the west side of it and the high mountains. 
On the slope of the hill which is called Pion^ or 
Prion (sometimes Lepre Acte), is a large arch Of 
white marble, built, like the aqueduct before men- 
tioned, from ancient ruins. On another part of the 
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hill are two archeg and vestiges of a theatre. This 
was, doubtless, the theatre into which the people 
rushed, shouting, “ Great is Diana 1” when St, Paul, 
by his preaching, produced a tumult at Ephesus. In 
both wings of this theatre, the seats and the ruins of 
the proscenium of which are removed, are severtal 
architectural fragments ; and over an arch, once one 
of the avenues, is an inscription, enjoining the reader : 
“ Tf he did not th ink proper to approach the festive . 
scene^ at least to he pleased iritk the Jskill of the dvchi-- 
tett^ who had saved a vast circle of the theatre ; all^ 


conquering time having yielded to the succour he had 
contrived, ’ 


Coming to a narrow valley, broken columns and 
pieces of marble are 'observed, with vestiges of an 
Odeum, or music-room ; this is stripped of the scats, 
and is naked. Beyond this are the remains of a large 
edifice, greatly resembling the one with an arcade at 
Troas. The top of one of the niches is painted with 
waves and fishes ; and amongst the 'fragments lying in 
the front are two trunks of statues, of great size, with- 
out heads and almost buried ; the drapery of which is 
both the same, alike remarkable. This was the gym- 
nasium. ‘‘ We pitched our tents,” says Dr. Chandler, 
“among the ruins of this huge building, when we 
arrived from Claros, and employed on it three days in 
taking a plan and view. We found the area green 
with com, and the site in general overrun with fennel, 
in seed, the stalks strong and tall.” 

At tho entrance from Aiasaluck is a street, and 
from the remains still existing, it must have been a 
noble one. The edifices must have been, also, ample 
ones, with oolounades. There are many based and 
pedestals of columns ; and the vaulted substructic/hs 
of the fabrics are still entire. 


Turning towards tho sea, the traveller is greeted 
with the sight of a prostrate heap, once forming a 
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templS The cell, or nave, was constructed of large, 
coarse stones. This temple had four columns between 
the antae. Their diameter is about four feet six 
inches; their length about thirty- two feet; but, 
including the base and capital, forty-six feet and 
about seven inches. Though the dimensions of these 
pillars was so great, the shafts are fluted. The most 
entire of them, however, are broken into two pieces. 
The ornaments were rich ; but “ of inferior taste, 
and the mouldings ill proportioned*,” Tliis temple 
is supposed to be the remains of that erected at 
Ephesus, by permission of Augustus, to the god 
Julius, ^ome, however, have imagined that it might 
have been that dedicated to Claudius Ciesar on his 
apotheosis. 

About a mile from this are tlie remnants of a 
sumptuous edifice; among the bushes beneath which 
are altars of white marble. Tliese stand upon an 
eminence; and from that isdicbcld a lovely prospect 
of the river Cayster, which there crosses the plain 
from near Gell(;sus, into a small but full stream, and 
with many luxuriant windings. 

Mount Prion, according to Chandler, is among 
the curiosities of Ionia enumerated by Pausanias. 
It lias served as an inexhaustible magazine of marble, 
and contributed largely to the magnificence of >the 
city. “ The Ephesians, it is related, when they first 
resolved to provide an edifice worthy of Diana, met 
to agree on importing materials. The quarries, then 
in use, were remote, and the expense, it was foreseen, 
would be prodigious. At this time a shepherd hap- 
pened to be feeding his flock on mount Priont, and 

• ReveU’s MS. notes. 

t Oa this passage Mr. Revett has left the following observation 
in a MS, note : “ Upon what authority ? Vitruvius, though he 
relates the story, does not give us the name of the niountaiu on 
which it happened. If mount Prion consists of white marble, it U 
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two rams figliting, one of them missed his antagonist, 
and, striking the rock with his horn, broke od' a 
crust of very white marble, lie ran into the city 
with this specimen, which was received witli excess 
of joy. He was highly honoured for this accidental 
discovery ; the Ephesians changing his name from 
I'ixodorus to Evangelus, the good messenger^ and 
enjoining their chief magistrate, under a penalty, to 
visit the spot, and to sacrifice to him monthly." 
This custom continued to bo observed, even so late 
as the time of Augustus Caesar.# 

Not far from the gymnasium, are cavities with 
mouths, like ovens, forming burial-places, made to 
admit bodies, which were thrust in. This wsis sup- 
posed to have beloriged to the oratory or church of 
St. John, rebuilt by Justinian. Near the city, also, 
arc quarries in the bowels of the mountain, with 
numberless mazes, and vast, silent, dripping caverns. 
In many parts of this, I>r. Chandler informs us, are 
chippings of marble and marks of tools. Ho found 
chippings, also, which supplied marble for the city 
wall, and huge pieces lying among the bushes atilie 
bottonu 

The Ephesians, at the time in which the learned 
traveller to w];om in this account wo have so fre- 
quently referred, w-ere a few^ Greek peasants, living 
in extreme wretchedness, dependence, and insensi- 
bility ; the representatives of an illustrious people, 
and exhibiting the wreck of their greatness ; some, 
the substructions of the glorious edifices which they 
raised; some beneath the vaults of the stadium, 
once the crowded scene of their diversions ; and 
some by the abrupt precipice, in the sepulchres, which 
received their ashes.” 

These ruins were visited by Sir John Hob- 

very extraordinnry it v'as not iliscovcrcd sooner ; part of the moun- 
tain being included in the city.*’ 
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liouso. ‘‘ Tlio desolate walls of the mosque of St. 
Johu, and the whole scene of Aiasalnck,” says 
hoj “ cannot but sugGfcst a train of melancholy re- 
flections. The dcctay of these religions is thus 
presented, at one view, to the eye of the traveller ! 
The marble spoils of tlie Grecian tciinple adorn tho 
mouldering edifice, over which the tower of the 
Mussulman, the ciubleni oT another triumphant wor- 
ship, is itself seen to totter, and sink into the moul- 
dering ruins." Not a single inhabitant, not even 
a shepherd’s hut, to be scon on the actual site 
of this once resplendent city ! “ Its streets are 

obscure and overgrown," says Chandler. “ A herd 
of goats was driven to it for shedter from the sun at 
noon ; and a noisy flight of crows from the quarries 
seemed to insult its silence. We heard the partridge 
call in the area of the theatre, and of the stadium. 
Tho glorious pomp of its heathen worship is no 
longer remembered ; and Christianity, which was 
there nursed by apostles, and Ibstcrctl by general 
councils, until it incn?ased in fulness of stature, barely 
lingers on in an existence hardly visible." 

Since this.^ the state of Christianity there has fallen 
still lower. In 1812, one Greek, who was a baker, 
living at Aiasaluck, and three or foiir fishermen, who 
lived in sheds near the river, were the only Christians 
to be found in the city of Ephesus*. 

NO. XXXVI. — CEKASA. (DJERASII.) 

Tjhis city is placed among those of the Decapolis, 
in Matthew, vii. 28 ; and it is from a rock near it^ 
from which tho swine arc described as having ran 
down into the Dead 8ea. By some it is included in 
Coelosyria ; by others in Arabia. 

* Diodorns Siculus ; Vitruvius ; Plin. Nat. Hist. Plutarch ; 
Polyicitus; Wren's Parentalia; Barthelerny ; Gibbon; Wbelet; 
Chandler ; Revett ; Clarke ; Hobbousc ; Brewster ; Rees. 
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The ruins of this city were discovered by the well 
known traveller, M. 8cotzcii (Oonseiller d'Aiubas- 
sado do S. M. rEmpereur do Uussie). Ills letters 
were addressed to M. von Zach, Grand Marshal of 
the court of Saxe Gotha, iiiid j)art of them appeared, 
'at different times, in the Moniteur. Some members 
of the National Institute sent over these papers to Sir 
Joseph Banks, by whom they were forwarded to the 
Palestine Association. 

One of the most interesting portions of this jour- 
nal is that, which comprise s the^ account of the ruins 
of Jerrash, situated in about the centre of the Holy 
Land, the dila])idated buildings of which had, till 
then, escaped the notice of its lovers of antiquity, 
and which, for beauty and iinpf>rtance, may bo com- 
pared to those of Palmyra and Balbec. 

“ Jerrmh” says our journalist, is situated in 
an ope# and tolerably fertile ])lain, through which 
a river runs. Before entering the town, I found 
several sarcophagi, with very hcautiM bas-reliefs, 
among which 1 remarked one, on the edge of the 
road, with a Greek inscription. The walls of' the 
town* a^ mouldered away, but one may yet trace 
their whole extent, which may liave been three- 
quarters of a league, or a wdiole one. These walls 
were entirely built of hewn marble. The ground 
within it is of unequal heights, and falls towards 
the river. Not a single private house remains entire; 
but on the other liaiid, I observed several ])ul)lic 
buildings which were distinguished by a very beau- 
tiful style of arcbitecture. I found two superb am- 
phitheatres, solidly built of marble, with columns, 
niolies, &c. the whole in good preservation. 1 found 
also some palaces, and three temples, one of which 
has a peristyle of twelve grand columns of the 
Corinthian order, eleven bf which are still upright. 
In another of these temples, 1 saw a column on the 
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f tund, of most beautiful polished Egyptian granite. 

also found a handsome gate of the city, well 
preserved, formed of three arcades, and ornamented 
'Vvith pilasters. 

^ The most beautiful thing I discovered was a 
long street, crossed by another, and ornamented on 
both sides with a row of marble columns of the 
Corinthian order, and one of whose extremities 
terminated in a semicircle, that ‘was set round with 
sixty pillars, of the Ionic order. At the points 
wIkto the two streets' cross, in each of’ the four 
angles, a large pedestal of hewn stone is visible, on 
which probably statues were formerly set. A part 
of the pavement I'emains, formed of hewn stones. 

“ To speak generally,* I counted about two hun- 
dred columns, which yet partly support their enta- 
blatures, but the number of those overthrown is 
infinitely more considerable : 1 saw indeedabut half 
the extent of the town, and a person would probably 
still hud in* the other half, on the opposite side of 
the river, a quantity of remarkable curiosities. 

Jerrash can he no other than the alicient Geresa, 
one of the Dccapolitan towns. It is diiiicul)b to conr 
ceivo that so much ignorance of its real situation 
should exist, as would allow Monsieur Paulus, in 
his map, to have placed it to the north-fiv^ of the 
neniihem extremity of the Lake of Tiberias. I do 
not know whether any ancient geographer has made 
the same mistake. From a fragment of a Greek 
4 inscription, which I copied, 1 am led to conclude, 
tfiat several of the buildings’ of this town were 
erected under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Anto- 
ninus. The Roman history may, perhaps, furnish 
some data in corroboration of this conjecture. It is, 
at all events, certain, that the edifices of this town 
are of the ago of the most beautiful Roman archie 
tecture." 
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Gerasa has been since visited by other travellers, 
from whoso report wo learn, that the j>rincipal curi- 
osities of anti'jiiity are, a temple adorned in front 
with a double row of six columns in each row, of 
which nine are standing ; and on each side of the 
temple tlicro remains one column belonging to the 
single row of pillars, that surrounded the temple on 
every side except the front. Of these eleven columns 
are entire, and two are without capitals. They are 
of the Corinthian order; their capitals being beauti- 
fully ornamented with the acanthus leaf. Tlie in- 
terior of this temple is choked with the ruins of the 
roof.- The number of columns which originally 
adorned the temple and its area, was not less than 
from 200 to 250. “ The whoU edifice," says 

Burckhardt*, “ seems to have been superior in taste 
and magnificence to every public building of the 
kind in Syria, — the temple of the Sun at Palmyra 
excepted." 

To the west of this, at about two hundred yards 
distance, arc the remains of a small temple, with 
three Corinthian pillars, still standing. Not far 
from this are two colonnades, of which thirty broken 
shafts are yet standing, and two entire columns, but 
without capitals ; and opposite to these are five 
columns, with their capitals and entablatures. Ori- 
ginally there were about fifty. 

At a short* distance from these there are other 
columns, much larger ; and still farther on seventeen 
Corinthian, all of which are united by their entab- 
lature. Some of these are twenty-one, some twenty-- 
five, and others thirty feet high. Their entab- 
latures are slightly ornamented with sculptured bas- 
reliefs. « . 

In other parts of the ruins nro other columns ; and 
^ a large open space is enclosed by a magnificent semi- 
circle of columns in a single row; fifty-^v^ 
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columns are yet standing ; originally, it is supposed, 
tliore wcrO sixty." On entering the forum thero.are 
four, and then twenty-one, united by their entab- 
latures. To the left, five, seven, and twenty, united 
in tlic same manner. They are of the Ionic order ; 
thus difiering from all the others. 

-At the end of a semicircle are several basins, which 
seem to have been reservoirs of water ; and remains 
of an aqueduct are still visible. To the right and 
left are some other chambers. From this spot the 
ground rises ; and on mounting a low but steep hill, 
Mr. Burckhardt found on its top a beautiful temple, 
commanding a view over the greater part of the 
town. Not far from this are the remains of a 
theatre. It frj^ted the town ; so that the specta- 
tors, seated on the highest row ijf benches, enjoyed 
the prospect of all its . buildings and quarters. At 
the back runs the tovsli wall. 

In another part of the town are found in every 
direction columns of considerable height, some still 
standing, others lying prostrate, some having inscrip-* 
tioiis on their pedestals. In many parts, the streets 
are absolutely rendered impassable from fragments ; '• 
indeed we have not space to describe all that is to 
]>e seen among these splendid remains.^ There are 
1 9(' .coluinns still standing, and 100 half columns. 
In respect to private habitations, there are none in 
a of preservation ; but the whole of the area 
withiif the walls is covered with their ruins. 

In one of the temples Mr. Irby noticed a curious 
singularity, viz. — a chamber under ground, below the 
principal hall of one of the temples, with a bath in 
the centre. There are numerous inscriptions in 
all directions,” says Mr. Irby, “ chiefly *of the time 
of Antoninus Pius ; most of them much mutilated. 
On the whole, wc hold Djerash to be a much finely 
mass of ruins than Palmyra* This city has three 
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entrances o£ richly ornamented gateways ; and the 
remains of the wall, with its occasional towers, are 
in wonderful preservation. 

“Gcrasa,” ‘says Mr. Robinson, “was nearly 
square, each side something less than a mile, the 
walls crossing the river in two places at right angles ; 
the other two sides being parmlel to eacli other on 
opposite sides of the hill. The greater part of the 
inclosed space is covered with the ruins of houses, 
forming a deep contrast with the elegant specimens 
of art, whichever way the eye is turned. From the 
triumphal arch on the south-west side to the wall 
inclosing the north-east, along both sides of the 
stream, the whole space is covered ; also east and 
west of it, up the sides of the hill, ^ere are several 
small eminences within the walls, from one of which, 
,near the northern theatre, the view of columns seems 
interminable, and that of the' rest of the ruins is 
beyond every thing attractive from this spot ; — ^it is 
indeed a perfect gallery of art.” 

The smaller theatre, Mr. Robinson is inclined to 
believe, was used for purposes different from the 
other*;* the area below the seats being more extensive, 
and furnished with a suite of dark, arched chambers, 
opening into, it. The latter w‘as, probably, used to 
confine the wild beasts destined to combat in^the 
arena ; such exhibitions being in vogue at the time 
Gerasa may be^ supposed to hav§ flourished*. * 

NO. XXXVrt. — GRANADA. 

The city of Granadat has twelve gates ; and is 
about eight miles round, defended b}&' high w'aJls, 
flanked with a multitude of towers. Its situ- 
ation is of a mixed kind; some parts of it being 
upon the mountain, and othe r parts in the plain. 

■‘.Seotzen; Burckbardt; Irby; Robiason. 
f From a vrork pnbli^edin 1776. 

Y . 
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The mountainous part stands upon three small 
eminences ; the one is called Albrczzin ; which was 
inhabited by the Moors that were driven out of 
Baezza by the Christians. The second is called 
Alcazebe ; and the third Alhambra. This last is 
separated from the other parts by a valley, through 
which the river Darro runs ; and it is also fortified 
with strong walls, in such a manner as to command 
Jill the rest of the gity. The greatest part of this 
fortified spot of ground is taken up with a most 
sumptuous palace of the Moorish kings. This palace 
is built with square stones of great dimensions ; and 
is fortified with strong walls and prodigious large 
tow'ers ; and the whole is of such an extent as to be 
capable of holding a very numerous garrison. The 
outside has exactly the appearance of an immense 
romantic old castle ; but it is exceedingly magnificent 
within. 

But before we enter, we must take notice of a 
remarkable piece of sculpture over the great gate ; 
there is the figure of a laige key of a castle-gate, and 
at some distance above it, there is an arm reaching 
towards it ; and the signification of this emblematical 
marble basso-relief is this ; —that the castles will never 
be taken till tho arm can reach the key. 

¥pou, entering, not only the portico is of marble, 
but the apartments also are incrusted with marble, 
jasper, and porphyry, and the beams dtiriously carved, 
painted, and gilt ; and the ceilings ornamented with 
pieces of foliage in stucco. The next place you come 
to isan oblong-square court, paved with marble, at each 
angle of which there is a fountain, and in tho middle 
there is a very fine canal of running water. The 
baths and chambers, where they cooled themselves and 
reposed, are incrusted with alabaster and marble. 
There is an exceeding venerable tower, called l«a 
Toure Comazey ; in which are noble saloons, aisd fine 
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apartments; and all perfectly well supplied with 
water. In the time of the JVloors, there was a kind 
of espalier, or cut hedge of myrtle, accompanied with 
a row of orange trees, which went round tlie canal. 

From thence you pass into an exceeding fine 
square, which is called the Square of Lions, &om a 
noble fountain, which is adorned with twelve lions 
cut in marble, pouring out a vast torrent of'water at its 
mouth ; and when the water is turned off, and ceases 
to run, if you whisper ever so low at the mouth of 
any one of them, you may hear what is said by apply- 
ing your ear to the mouth of any one of the rest. 
Above the lions, there is another basin, and a grand 
jet-d*oau. The court is p*avcd with marble, and has 
a portico quite round it, which is supported by one 
hundred and seventeen high columns of Jilabaster. In 
one of the saloons, if you whisper ever so low, it will be 
distinctly heard at the further end ; and this they 
call the Chamber of Secrets. This sumptuous palace 
was built by lyiahomed Mir, king of Granada, in 
1278 . 

* ‘‘ There is no part of the edifice,” says 'Washington 
Irving, “ that gives us a more complete idea of its 
original beauty and magnificence, than the Hall of 
Lions, for none has sufibred so little from the ravages 
of time. In the centre stands the fountain, famous 
in song and story. The alabaster basins still shed 
their diamond drops; and the twelve lions, which 
support them, cast forth their crystal streams as in 
the days of Boabdil. The court is laid out in 
ilowcr-Dcds, surrounded by high Aroian arcades 
of open filagree work, supported by slender pillars of 
white marble. The architecture, like that of all the 
other parts of the palace, is characterised by elegance 
rather than grandeur ; bespeaking a delicate ai^d 
graceful taste, and a disposition to indolent cujoy« 
ment. When one looks upon the fair tracery of the 
y2 
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peristyles, and the apparently fragile fretwork of the 
walls, it is difficult to believe that so much has 
survived the wear and tear of centuries, the shock of 
earthquakes, the violence of war, and the quiet and 
no less baneful pilfering of the tasteful traveller. 

There is a Moorish tradition, that a king who built 
this mighty pile was* skilled in the occult sciences, 
and furnished himself with gold and silver for the 
purpose by means of alchymy ; certainly never was 
there an edifice accoinplislied in a superior style of 
barbaric luagnificence ; and the stranger who, even 
at the present day, wanders among its silent and 
deserted courts and ruined halls, gazes with astonish- 
ment at its gilded and fretted domes and luxurious 
decorations, still retaining their brilliancy and beauty 
in spite of the ravages of time. 

The Alhamra, usually, but erroneously, denomi- 
nated the Alhambra, is a vast pile of building about 
two thousand three hundred English feet in length ; 
and its breadth, which is the same throughout, is 
about six hundred feet. It was erected by MCiham- 
mod Abu xibdillah, surnained Alghalib Billah, who 
superintended the edifice himself, and, when it was 
completed, made it the royal residence. 

Although the glory and prosperity of Granada 
may be said to have departed with its old inhabit- 
ants, yet, hjippily, it still retains, in pretty good 
preservation, what formed its chief ornament in the 
time of the Moors. This is the Alhambra,] the 
royal alcazar, or fortress and palace, which was 
founded by Muhammed Abu. Abdillah Ben Nasz, 
the second sovereign of Granada, defrayed the ex- 
pense of the works by a tribute imposed upon bis 
conquered subjects. lie superintended the building 
in person, and when it was completed, he made it a 
royal residence *. The immediate successors of this 


* Auon. 
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prince also took delight in embellishing and making 
additions to the fabric. Since the conquest of Gra- 
nada by the Christians, the Alhambra has undergone 
some alterations. It was for a time occasionally 
inhabited by the kings of Spain. Charles the Fifth 
caused a magnificent palace to be commenced within 
the walls ; but owing to his wars and frequent 
absences from Spain, or, as some accounts say, to 
repeated shocks of earthquakes, a splendid suite of 
apartments, in the Spanish style, is all that resulted 
from an alleged intention to eclipse the palace of the 
Moslem kings. Like the rest of the Alhambra, it is 
falling rapidly to decay through neglect. At pre- 
sent the walls are defaced, the paintings faded, the 
wood- work is decayed, and festoons of cobwebs arc 
seen hanging from the ceiling. In the works of the 
Arabs, on the contrary, the walls remain unaltered, 
except by the injuries inflicted by the hand of man. 
The' beams and wood- work of the ceiling present no 
signs of decay; and spiders, flies, and all other 
insects, shun their apartments at every season. The 
art of rendering timber and paints durable, and of 
making porcelain, mosaics, arabesques, and other 
ornaments, began and ended in western Europe with 
the Spanish Arabs. 

The palace has had no royal residents since the be- 
ginning of the last century, when Philip the Fifth 
was there for a short time with his queen. 

The Alhambra is generally spoken of as a palace, 
but it is to be understood, that, in the extensive 
sense, the name applies to a fortress, a sort of city in 
itself. 

The palace, situated upon the northern brow of a 
steep hill, overlooks the city of Granada on one side, 
and on the other commands an extensive view over 
a most charming country. All the wonders of this 
palace lie witliin its walls. Externally, according to 
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the account of Swinburne, it appears as a large mass 
of irregular buildings, all huddled together without 
any apparent intention of forming one habitation. 
The walls are entirely unomamented, of gravel and 
pebbles coarsely daubed over with plaster. We can- 
not trace tlie successive courts and apartments, through 
which the visitor passes as he penetrates to the in- 
terior, or attempt to enumerate their separate claims 
to notice. 

The general arrangement of the buildings which 
compose the palace is exceedingly simple. The 
courts, for instance, which in our mansions lire dull 
and uninteresting, arc here so planned, as to seem a 
continuation of a series of apartments ; and as the 
whole is on the same level throughout, the prospect 
through tlie building, in its perfect state, must have 
been like a scono of enchantment or a dream ; halls 
and galleries, porticoes and columns, arches, mosaics, 
with plants and flowors of various hues, being seen 
in various extensive views, through the liaze arising 
from the spray of the fountains. In every part of 
the palace its inmates had water in abundance, with 
a perfect command over it, making it high, low, 
visible, or invisible, at pleasure. 

In every department two currents of air were con- 
tinually in motion. Also, by means of tubes of 
baked earth placed in the walls, warmth was diffused 
from subterranean furnaces; not only through the 
whole range of the baths, but to all the contiguous 
upper apartments where warmth was required. The 
doors were large, but rather sparingly introduced ; 
and, except on the side towards the precipice, where 
the prospect is very grand, the windows are so 
placed as to coniine the view to the interior of the 
palace. The object of this is declared in an inscrip- 
tion in one of the apartments, which says — “ My 
windows admit the light, but exclude the view of 
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external objects, lest the beauties of Nature should 
divert attention from the beauties of ipy work.” 

In this mansion the elaborate arabesques and mo- 
saics which cover the ceilings, ^walls, and floor, give a 
consequence and interest even to the smallest apart- 
ment. Instead of being papered and wainscoted, 
the walls arc provided with the peculiar ornament 
which, from the Arabs, has been denominated “arab- 
esque.” The receding ornaments are illuminated in 
just gradation witli leaf-gold, pink, light blue, and 
dusky purple : the first colour is the nearest, the last 
is the most distant, from the eye ; but the general 
surface is white. The domes and arcades are also 
covered with ornamented casts, which are as light as 
wood, and as durable as marble. 

Besides the inscriptions above alluded to, there 
are various others. In the king's bath, and in various 
other parts of the Alhambra, is, “There is no con- 
queror but God and “ Glory to our Lord, Sultan 
Abu Abdallah !” 

Over the principal door of the golden sajoon, or 
hall of ambassadors : “ By the sun and its rising bright- 
ness ; by the moon, wht»n she followeth him ; by the 
day, when he showeth his splendour ; by the ni^ht, 
when it covereth him into darkness ; by tho heaven, 
and Him who created it ; by the earth, and Him who 
spread it forth ; by the soul, and Him who com- 
pletely formed it : there is no other God but God.” 

The gate of judgment was erected by Sultan Abu 
Yusuft', A. ii. 749. or a. d. 1348, as appears from an 
Arabic inscription over it. On each side of that in- 
scription is a block of marble, containing (in Arabic) 
“ Praise be to God. There is no God but God, and 
Mahomet is his prophet. There is no strength but 
from God.” 

In one of the windows on the right hand of the 
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saloon 81 ^ the following verses, descriptive of its 
r 

I ilOi tlio ornamented seat of tlie bride, endowed with beauty 
aitd jt^rfection. • 

<*.*< Dost thou doubt it ? liook, then, at this basin, and tbou wilt 
be fully convinced of the truth of my assertion. 

‘^Regard, also, my tiara ; thou wilt find it resembling that of 
the descent moon. 

** And Ibn iiKasr-i.. is the sun of my orb, in the splendour of 
beauty.. ^ 

“ May he continue m the (noon-tide) altitude of glory, sccuro 
change) whilst the sun sets and disappears.’' 

the entrance of tho tower of Comares : “ The 
kingdom is God's “ The tower is God's ‘‘ Dura- 
bility is God's," 

In the middle of the golden saloon : “ There is no 
God but God, the Sovereign, the True, the Mani- 
fest. Muhamud is the just, the faithful messenger 
of God. I flee to God for protection from Satan ; 
the pelted with stones.. In the name of God the 
merciful, the forgiving; there is no God but He, 
the living, the eternal ; sleep nor slumber seizeth 
Him. To Him (hclongeth) whatever is in the hea- 
vens, and whatever is in the earth ; who is there who 
shall intercede with him except by His permission ? 
He knoweth what is before them, and what is 
behind them ; and they comprehend not His wis- 
doip, except what he pleaseth. He hath extended 
His throne, the heavens, and the earth ; the protection 
of which incommodethllim not ; and he is the exalted, 
the great ! There is no forcing in the faith. Truly, 
righteousness is distinguished from error. He, there- 
fore,’ who disheliovetn in (tho idol) Tagut, and 
believeth in God, hath taken bold of a sure handle, 
that cannot be broken. God heareth, knoweth tho 
truth of God." 

The walls of the alcoves in the Court, del Aqua, 
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present, also, various effusions ,of the "whicK 

have been inscribed by vai’ious . travellers ; amongst 
whicli this : — 

** When these famed walls did Pagah Jites admit, , 

Here reigned uniivalled breeding, science, jvvk.' 

Christ’s staiuliird catiic, the prophet’s flag assail^, 

And fix'd true worship where the false prevailed : 

And, such the zeal its pious followers 
Wit/sciciice, breeding, perished with th6 ^por.** 

On looking from the royal villa of pleasure^ 
house of Al Gencralife," says Mr. Murphy, ^he 
spectator beholds the side of the Alhambra that com*" 
mands the quarter of the city called the Albrezzin. 
The massive towers are connected by solid walls, 
constructed upon the system of fortification, which 
generally prevailed in the middle ages. I'hose walls 
and towers follow all the turnings and windings of 
the mountain ; and previously to the invention of 
gunpowder and artillery, this fortress must have been 
almost impregnable. The situation of this edifice is 
the most delightful and commanding that can be 
conceived. Wherever the spectator may turn his 
eyes, it is impossible for him not to be struck with 
admiration at the picturesque beauty and fertility of 
the surrounding country. On the north and west, 
as far as the eye can reach, a lovely plain presents 
itself, which is covered with an immense number of 
trees laden with fruit and blossoms ; while, on the 
south, it is bounded by mountains, wdiose lofty sum- 
mits are crowned with perpetual snows, whence issue 
the springs and streams that diffuse*both health and 
coolness through the city of Granada.” 

“ But,” in the language of Mr. Swinburne, “ the 
glories of Granada have passed away ; its streets are 
choked with filth ; its woods destroyed ; its territory 
depopulated ; its trade lost. In a word, everything,. 
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except the church and the law, is in the most de - 
plorable condition*.” 

NO. XXXVIII. GNIDOS. 

This was a niaritime city of Asia Minor, founded 
by the Dori»ans, and much known on account of a 
victory, which Conon gained over the Lacedemo- 
nians. Conon was an Athenian, having the com- 
mand of the Persian fleet ; Pisandor, brother-in-law 
of Agesilaus, of the Lacedemonian. Conon's fleet 
consisted of ninety galleys ; that of Pisander some- 
thing less. They came in view of each other near 
Gnidqs. Conon took fifty of the enemy's ships. The 
allies of the Spartans fled, and their chief admiral 
died fighting to the last, sword in hand. 

Gnidos was famed for having produced the most 
renowned sculptors and architects of Greece; amongst 
whom were Sostratus and Sesostris, who built tlie 
celebrated light-tower m the isle of Pharos, consi- 
dered one of the seven wonders of the world, and 
whence all similar edifices >vere afterwards denomi- 
nated. 

Venus, surnamed the Gnidian, was the chief 
deity of this place, where she had a temple, greatly 
celebrated for a marble statue of the goddess. This 
beautiful image was the masteqiiece of Praxiteles, 
who had infused into it all the soft graces and attrac- 
tions of his favourite Phryne ; and it became so cele- 
brated, that travellers visited tlie spot with great 
eagerness. It represented the goddess in her naked 
graces, erect in posture, and with her right hand 
covering her wafet ; but every feature and every part 
was so naturally expressed, that the whole seemed to 
bo animatedt. 

• Hippolyto de Jo6o ; Swinburne; Wright; Murphy; Wash- 
ington Irving. Lempriere. 
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“ AVe were shown, as v/e passed by,” says Ana- 
charsis, “■ the lioiise in which Eudoxus, the astro- 
nomer, made his observations ; and soon after found 
ourselves in the presence of the celebrated V enus of 
Praxiteles. This statue had just been placed in the 
middle of a small temple, which received light by 
two opposite doors, in order that a gentle light might 
fall on it on every side. But how may it be possible 
to describe the surprise we felt at the first view, and 
the illusions, which quickly followed ! AVe lent our 
feelings to the marble, and seemed to hear it sigh. 
Two pupils of Praxiteles, who had lately arrived 
from Athens to study this masterpiece, pointed out 
to us the beauties, of which we felt the effect with- 
out penetrating the cause. Among the by-standers, 
one said, — ‘ A^enus has forsaken Olympus, and come 
down to dwell among us.' Another said, — ‘ If Juno 
and Minerva should now behold her, they would no 
more complain of the judgment of Paris:' and a 
third exclaimed, — ‘ The goddess formerly deigned to 
exhibit her charms without a veil to Paris, Anchisc's, 
and Adonis, Has she been seen by Praxiteles 
Mounting the rocks extending along the sea-shore, 
Mr. Morritt came in view of the broken cliffs of the 
Acrouplis, and its ruined walls. The foundation and 
lower courses of the city walls are still visible ; tliese 
extend from those of the Acropolis to the sea, and 
have been strcngtliened by towers, now also in ruins. 
He found also a building, the use of which he could 
not understand. It was a plain wall of brown stone, 
with a semicircle in the centre, and a terrace in front, 
supported by a bveast-Avork of masonry, facing the 
sea. The walls were about ten or twelve feet in 
height, solidly built of hewn stone, but without orna- 
ment. There was anciently a theatre ; the marble 
seats of. which still remain, although mixed with 
bushes and overturned. The arches and walls of 
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the proscenium are now a heap of ruins on the 
ground. 

A large torso of a female figure with drapery, of 
white inarhle, lies in the orchestra. It appears to 
have been, originally, of good work ; but is so muti- 
lated and corroded by the air, as now to be of little 
or no consequence. Near this are foundations and 
ruins of a magnificent Corinthian temple, also of 
white marble ; and several beautiful fragments of the 
frieze, cornice, and capitals, lie scattered about ; the 
few bases of the peristyle remaining in their original 
situation, so ruined, that it appears impossible to 
ascertain the original form and proportion of the 
building. In another part is seen a large temple, 
also in ruins, and still more overgrown with bushes. 
The frieze and cornice of this temple, which lie 
amongst the rubbish, arc of the highest and most 
beautiful workmanship. A little to the north of 
this stood a smaller temple, of grey veined marble, 
whereof almost every vestige is obliterated. 

Several arclies of rough masonry, and a breast- 
work, support a large square area, in which are tho 
remains of a long colonnade, of white marble, and of 
the Doric order, the ruins of an ancient stoa. Of the 
Acropolis nothing is left but a few walls of strong 
brown stone*. 

Besides these there are the remains of two aque- 
ducts ; undlstinguishable pieces of wall, some three, 
some five, eight, ten feet from the ground ; columns 
plain, and fluted ; a few small octagon altars, and 
heaps of stones. Along the sea-shore lie pieces of 
black marblct. 

Whenever the ground is clearf, it is ploughed by 
the' peasantry around, who frequently stop here for 
days together, in chambers of the ruins and caves of 
the rocks. The Turks and Greeks have long.resorted 

* Morritt, -j- Turner. pruruep; ClarkoT' 
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thither, as to a quarry, for the building materials 
afforded by the remains. 

The Ikitisli consul at Rhodes states, that a fine 
colossal statue of marble is still standing in the 
centre of the orchestra belonging to the theatre, the 
head of which the Turks have broken off ; but he 
remembers it when in a perfect state. ^ Mr, Walpole 
brought away the lor.^o of a male statue, and which 
has since been added to the collection of Greek 
marbles at Cambridge 

NO. XXXIX. — HELIOPOLIS. 

♦ 

This city w^as situated in that part of Egypt 
which is called the Delta. It was named Heliopolis, 
city of the sun, from the circumstance of there being 
a temple dedicated to the sun there ; and here, ac- 
cording to historians, originated the tale in respect 
to the phamix. 

At this place, Oambyses, king of Persia, committed 
a very great extravagance ; for he burned its temple, 
demolished all tlie palaces, and destroyed most of tho 
monuments of antiquity that were then in it. Some 
obelisks, however, escaped his fury, which are- still 
to be seen ; others Averc transported to Rome. 

In this cityt Sesostris built two obelisks of ex- 
treme ‘ hard stone, brought from the quarries of 
Sycne, at the extremity of Egypt. They were 
each 120 cubits high ; that is, 30 fathoms, or 180 
feet. The emperor Augustus, having made Egypt a 
province of the Roman empire, caused these two 
obelisks to be transplanted to Rome, one of which 
was afterwards broken to pieces. He durst not 
venture upon a third, which was of monstrous size. 
It was made in tlic reign of Ranfeses ; and it is said 

• Biirlbcleroy ; Lompricre ; Mitfoid ; Clarke; Walpole; 

Morritt; Turner. + Rollin. 
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that 20,000 men were employed in the cutting of 
it. Constantins, more daring than Augustus, ordered 
it to he removed to Rome. Two of these obelisks 
are still to be seen ; as well as another of 1 00 cubits, 
or 25 fathoms high, and 8 cubits, or 2 fathoms in 
diameter. Caius Caesar had it taken from Egypt in 
a ship of so odd a form, that, according to Pliny, tho 
like had never been seen. 

At Heliopolis, there remains only a solitary 
sphinx and an obelisk, to mark the site of the city (»f 
the sun, where Moses, Herodotus, and Plato, are 
said to have been instructed in tho leJiming of the 
Egyptians ; whose learning and arts brought even 
Greece for a pupil, and whose empire, says Bossuct, 
in regard to Egy])t in general, had a character dis- 
tinct from any other. 

“ This kingdom (says Rollin) bestowed its nobkst 
labours and finest arts on the improving of mankind ; 
and Greece was so sensible of this, that its most 
illustrious men, — as Homer, Pythagoras, Plato, 
even its great legislators, Lycurgus and Solon, with 
many more, — travelled into Egypt to complete their 
studios, and draw from that fountain whatever was 
most rare and valuable in every kind of Icjirning. 
God himself has given this kingdom a glorious tes- 
timony, when, praising Moses, he says of him, that 
‘ he was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.' 
Such was the desire for encouraging the growth of 
scientific pursuits, that the discoverers of any useful 
invention received rewards suitable to their skill and 
labour. They studied natural history, geometry, and 
astronomy, and what is worthy of remark, they wert? 
so far masters of the latter science, as to be aware of 
the period required %r the earth's annual revolutions, 
and fixed the year at 365 days 6 hours — a period 
which remained unaltered till the very recent change 
of the stylo. They like>vise studied and improved 
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the science of physic, in which they attained a certain 
proficiency. The persevering ingenuity and industry 
of the Egyptians ai'o attested by the remains of their 
great works of art, whicli could not well be sur- 
passed in modem times ; and although their working 
classes were doomed to engage in the occupations of 
their fathers, and no others, as is still the custom in 
India, society might thereby be hampered, but the 
practice of handicrafts would be certainly improved. 
The Egyptians were also the first people who were 
acquainted with the process of communicating infor- 
mation by means of wpting, or engraving on stone 
and metal ; and were, consequently, the first who 
formed books and collected libraries. These reposi- 
tories of learning they guarded with scrupulous care, 
and the titles they bore, naturally inspired a desire to 
ci^r them. They w'ci’c called the “ Office for the 
Diseases of the Soul,” and that very justly ; because 
the soul was there cured of ignorance, which, it will 
he allowed, is the source- of many of the maladies of 
our mental faculties*.” 

NO. XL. — HERCULANEUiM. 

It is characteristic of the noblest natures and 
the finest imaginations,” says an elegant writert, “ to 
love to explore the vestiges of antiquity, and to dwell 
in times that are no more. The first is the domain 
of the imaginative affections alone; we can carry 
none of our baser passions with us thither. The 
antiquary is often spoken of as being of a peculiar 
construction of intellect, which makes him think and 
feel differently from other people. But, in truth, 
the spirit of antiquarianism is one of the most uni- 
versaT of human tendencies. There is, perhaps, 


Boss.uct ; Rollin ; Enc^clop. Mctropolitana ; Duiiou. 
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scarcely any person, for .example, not ut^rly stupid 
or sophisticated, who would not feel a strange 4lirill 
come over him in the wonderful scenes these Volumes 
describe. Looking round upon the long ruiped city, 
who would not^ for the moiueift, Citteny the 

Seventeen centuries that hat^ ^revolved since' Hencu- 
lanoum and Pompeii wore pai^J and parcel of the 
world, moving to and fro jdong its streets ! It ‘would 
not be deemed a mere fever of curiosity that would 
occupy the mind, — an impatience to pry into every 
hole and corner of i scen^ at once so old and so new. ^ 
Besides all that, there would be a sense of tite actual 
presence of those past timps, almost like the illusion 
of a dream. There is,‘ in fact, perhaps no spot 
of interest on the globe, which would be ^folind to 
strike so deep an impression into so many minds.” 

Herculaneum is an ancient city of Italy, situ^d 
in the 13ay of Naples, and supposed to have been 
founded by Herculc3, or in honour of himi' 1250 
years before the Christian ,cra,* , ^ This Jclty,” says 
Strabo, and its next neighbour, Poni^cU^* on tho- 
river Sarnus, were originally held by the Oitci, then 
by the Tyrrhenians and PdaSgians, then by the 
Samnitos, who, in their turn, took''possessioii of it, 
^'d retained it ever after.” 

The adjacent country + was distinguished in all ages 
for its romantic loveliness and beauty. The whole 
coast, as far as Naples, was studded with villas, and 
Vesuvius, whose fires had been long quiescent, was 
itself covered with them. Villages were also scat- 
tered along the shores, &nd the scene presented tlie 
appearance of one vast city, cut into a number of 
sections by the luxuriant vegetation of tfe paradise 
in which it was embosomed. ' ' ^ 

h 

* Dionysius of llalioiriiASBUs makes it sixty* years ' before tho 
fall of Troy ; or 1342 b.c. 

t CUamben. 



RUtK€ OF Af?ClBNT CITIES. 387 

Tho following epigram of Martial gives an ani- 
mated view of tho scene, previous to the dreadful 
catastrophe, whioli so hlast^ this fair page of Na- 
ture’s book ; — 

Heie verdant vines o’ersprend Vesuvius' sides ; 

The genet ouB giape hdre pout'd lici put pie tides. 

This Bacchus luvod hf<\ond his native scene ; 

Held darning saHyisjoy’d to tup the gicen. 

Fai luoic than SSparU this in Venus* grace ; 

And gieat Altides once renew n'd thoplicc; 

Now flaming cnibeis spiciid due waste .irouud, 

And gods 1 egret that gods can so confound. 

The scene of luxuiious beauty* and tranquillity 
.iboAc described was doofticd to ceas>e, and the,sub- 
ttrraneaii fire which had boon from time imint^TnoriaJ 
extinct in this quarter, again ro'iUined its former 
channel of escape. The long pciiod of rest, wliich 
had preceded this event, seems to have augmented 
tho energies of the volcano, and prepared it for the 
tcirible explosion. ^I3»e first intimation of this was 
th(' occurrence of an earthquake, in the year. 63 
alter Christ, which threw down a considerable 
portion of Pompeii, and also did great damage to 
1 Lerciilaneuin. In the year following, another bcver*» 
sliock was felt, which extended to Naples, where* 
the Itoinan emperor Nero was at the time exhi- 
biting as a vocalibt. The building in which he 
performed was destroyed, but unfortunately the 
musician had left it. These presages of the ap- 
proaching catastrophe were frequently repeated, 
until, in a.d. 79 (Aug. 24), they ended in the 
great eruption. Fortunately we are in possession 
^f a narrative of tho awful scene, by an oye-wit- 
ncss ; — Pliny the younger, who was at the time at 
Misenum, with tho Roman fleet, commanded by 
his uncle, Pliny the elder. The latter, in older to 
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obtain a nearer view of the phenomena, ventured 
too far, and was suffocated by the vapours. His 
nephew remained at Misenum, and describes the 
appalling spectacle in a very lively manner. 

“ You ask me the particulars of my uncle’s death," 
says ho, in a letter to Tacitus, “ in order to transmit it, 
you say, w'ith all its circumstances, to posterity. I 
thank you for your intention. Undoubtedly the eternal 
remembrance of a calamity, by which my uncle 
perished with nations, promised immortality to his 
name; undoubtedly his works also flattered him with 
the same. J3ut a lino of Tacitus ensures it. Happy 
the man to whom the gods have granted to perform 
things worthy of being written, or to write wdiat is 
worthy of being read. Happier still is he who at 
once obtains from them both these favours. Such 
was my uncle's good fortune. I willingly therefore* 
obey your orders, which I should have solicited. 
My uncle was at Misenum, where be commanded 
the fleet. On the 23d of August, at one in the 
afternoon, as he was on his bed, employed in study- 
ing, after having, according to his custom, slept a 
moment in the sun and drunk a ^ass of cold water, 
my mother went up into his chamber. She informed 
him that a cloud of an extraordinary shape and 
magnitude was rising in the heavens. My uncle 
got up and examined the prodigy; but without 
being able to distinguish, on account of the distance, 
that this cloud proceeded from Vesuvius. It resem- 
bled a large pine-tree: it had its top and its branches. 
It appeared sometimes white, sometimes black, and 
at intervals of various colours, according as it was 
more or less loaded with stones or cinders. 

“ My ungle was astonished ; he thought such a 
phenomenon worthy of a nearer examination. He 
ordered a galley to be immediately made ready, and 
invited me to follow him ; but I rather chose to stay 
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at home aud continue my studies. My uncle there- 
fore departed alone. 

“ In the interim I continued at my studies. 1 
went to the bath ; I lay down, but I could not sleep. 
The earthquake, which for several days had repeat- 
edly shaken all the small towns, and oven cities in 
the neighbourhood, was increasing every moment. 
I rose to go and awake my mother, and met her 
hastily entering my apartment to awaken mo. 

We descended into the court, and sat down there. 
Not to lose time, I sent for my Livy. I read, medi- 
tated, and made extracts, as I would have done in my 
chamber. Was this firmness, or was it imprudences 
I know not now; but I was then very young !* At 
the same instant one of my uncle s friends, just arrived 
from Spain, Cttme to visit him. He reproached my 
mother with her security, and me with my audacity. 
Tlie houses, however, were shaking in so violent a 
manner, that we resolved to quit Misenum. The 
people followed us in consternation. 

“ As soon as we had got out of the town we stopped. 
Here we found new prodigies and new terrors. The 
shore, which was continually' extending itself, and 
covered with fishes left dry on it, was heaving every 
moment, and repelling to a great distance the enraged 
sea which fell back upon itself; whilst before us, from 
the limits of the horizon, advanced a black cloud, 
loaded with dull fires, which were incessantly rend- 
ing it, and darting forth large flashes of lightning. 
The cloud descended and enveloped all the sea, it 
was impossible any longer to discern either the isle 
of Caprea, or the promontory of Misenum. ‘ Save 
yourself, my dear son,' cried my mother ; ‘ save your- 
self; it is your duty; for you can, and you arc young: 
but as for me, bulky as I am, and enfeebled with 
years, provided I am not the cause of thy death, T 
* He wis then only eighteen. 
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die contented.' — ‘ Mother, there is no safety for me 
but with yon.' — I took my mother by the hand, and 
drew her along. — ‘ O my son,' said slie in tears, ‘ I 
delay thy flight.' 

“ Already the ashes began to fall ; I turned my 
head; a thick cloud was rushing precipitately to- 
wards us. — ‘Mother,' said I, ‘let us quit the high road ; 
the crowd will stifle us in that darkness which is 
pursuing us.' Scarcely had we left the liigh road 
before it was night, the blackest night. I'hen 
nothing was to be heiu'd but the lamentations of 
women, the groans of children, and the cries of men. 
We could distinguish, through the confused sobs and 
the various accents of grief, the words, wiy father I 
— my son ! — my wife ! — there was no knowing each 
other but by the voice. One was lamenting hie 
destiny ; another the fate of his relations : some 
were imploring the gods ; others denying their ex- 
istence ; many were invoking death to defend them 
from death. Some said that they were now about 
to be buried with the world, in that concluding night 
which was to be eternal : — and amidst all this, what 
dreadful reports ! Fear exaggerated >and believed 
everything. 

“ In the mean time a glimmering penetrated the 
darkness ; this was the conflagration which was 
approaching ; but it stopped and extinguished ; the 
night grew more intensely dark, and tlie shower of 
cinders and stones more thick and heavy. We 
were obliged to rise from time to time to shake our 
clothes. Shall 1 say it? Not a single complaint 
escaped me. 1 consoled myself, amid the fears of 
death, with the reflection that the world was about 
to expire with me. 

“ At length this thick and black vapour gradually 
vanished. The day revived, and even the sun ap- 
peared, but dull and yellowish, such as he usually 
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shows himself in an eclipse. What a spectacle now 
offered itself to our yet troubled and uncertain eyes ! 
The whole country was buried beneath the ashes, as 
in winter under the snow. The road was no longer 
to be discerned. We sought for Misenum, and again 
found it ; we returned and took possession ; for we 
had in some measure abandoned it. Soon after, we 
received nows of my uncle. Alas ! we had but too 
good reason to be uneasy for him. 

“ I have told you, that, after quitting Misenum, 
he went on board a galley. He directed his course 
towards Retina, and the other towns which were 
threatened. Every one was flying from it; he how- 
ever entered it, and, amidst the general confusion, 
remarked all the plienomeiia, and dictated as he 
observed. But already a cloud of burning ashes 
beat down on his galley ; already were stones fall- 
ing all around, and the shore covered with large 
pieces of the mountain. My uncle hesitated whether 
he should return from whence he came, or put out 
to sea. Fortune faeoiirs courage (exclaimed he), 
let vs turn towards Pomponiamis, Pomponianus 
was at Stabiae, My uncle found liim all trembling : 
embraced and encouraged him, and to comfort him 
by his security, asked for a bath, then sat down to 
table and supped cheerfully; or, at least, which does 
not show less fortitude, with all the appearance of 
cheerfulness. 

In the mean time Yesuvius was taking fire on 
every side, amid the thick darkness. . ‘ It is the vil- 
lages which have been abandoned that are burning,’ 
said my uncle to the crowd about him, to endeavour 
to quiet them. He then went to bed, and fell asleep. 
He was in the profoundest sleep, when the court of 
the house began to fill with cinders; and all the 
passages yrere nearly closed up. They run to him ; 
and were obliged to awaken him. He rises, joins 
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Pomponianus, and deliberates with him and his 
attendants what is best to be done, whether it . 
would be safest to remain in the house or fly into 
the country. They chose the latter measure. 

‘‘ They departed instantly therefore from the town, 
and the only precaution they could take was to cover 
their heads with pillows. The day was reviving 
everywhere else ; but there it continued night ; 
horrible night! the fire from the cloud alone en- 
lightened it. My uncle wished to gain the shore, 
notwithstanding the sea was still tremendous. He 
descended, drank some water, had a sheet spread, and 
lay down on it. On a sudden, violent flames, pre- 
ceded by a sulphureous odour, shot forth with a 
prodigious brightness, and made every one take to 
flight. My uncle, supported by two slaves, arose ; 
but suddenly, suffocated by the vapour, he fell*, — 
and Pliny was no more t.” 

If this visitation affected Misenum in so terrible 
a manner, what must have been the situation of 
the unfortunate inhabitants of Pompeii and Her- 
culaneum, so near its focus? The emperor Titus 
here found an opportunity for the exercise of his 
humanity. He hastened to the scene of affliction, 
appointed curatores }, persons of consular dignity, to 
set up the ruined buildings, and take charge of the 
effects. He personally encouraged the desponding, 

* The death of this celebrated naturalist was probably occasioned 
by carbonic ocid gas. This noxious yapour must have been generated 
to a great extent during the eruption. It is heavier than common 
air, and, of course, occupies in gi'oater proportion the substrata of 
that circumambient fluid. The supposition is greatly strengthened 
by the fact, that the old philosopher had lain down to rest ; but the 
flames approaching him, he was compelled to rise, assisted by two 
servants, which he had no sooner done than he fell down dead. 

t It is a remarkable circumstance that some naturalists walking 
amid the flowers, on the siimmit of Vesuvius, the very day before 
this eruption, were discussing whether this mountain was a volcano. 

Gandy, 53. 
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and alleviated the misery of the sufferers; whilst a 
calamity of an equally melancholy description recalled 
him to Rome ; where ,a , most destructive fire, laying 
waste nearly half the city, and raging three days 
without interruption, was succeeded by a pestilence, 
which fur some time carried off ten thousand persons 
every day ! 

Herculaneum and Pompeii rose again from their 
ruins in the reign of Titus ; and they still existed with 
some remains of splendour under Hadrian*. The 
beautiful characters of the inscription, traced out on 
the base of the equestrian statue of Marcus Nonius 
Halbus, son of Marcus, arc an evident proof of its exist- 
ence at that period. They were found under the reign 
of the Antonincs. In the geographical monument, 
.known under the name of Peutingcr s chart, which is of 
a date posterior to the reign of Constantine, that is to 
say in the commencement of the 4th century, Hercu- 
laneum and Pompeii were still standing, and then 
inhabited ; but in the Itinerary, improperly ascribed 
to Antoninus, neither of these two cities is noticed ; 
from which it may be conjectured, that their entire 
ruin must have taken place in the interval between the 
time when Peutingors chart was constructed, and that 
when the above Itinerary was composed. 

The eruption, which took place in 471, occasioned 
the most dreadful ravages. It is very probable that 
the cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii disappeared at 
that period, and that no more traces of them were loft. 

It appears, by the observation of Sir W. ITamiltont, 
that the matter, which covers the ancient town of 
Herculaneum, is noffthe produce of one eruption only ; 
but there are evident marks that the matter of six 
eruptions has taken its course over that which lie im- 
mediately above the town ; and which was the cause 
of its deistruction. These strata are either of lava or 
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burnt matter, with veins of good soil between them. 
The stratum of erupted matter tiiat immediately 
covers the town, and with which the theatre and most 
of the houses were filled, is not of that sort of vitrified 
matter, called lava, but of a sort of soft stono com- 
posed of pumice, ashes, and burnt matter. It is ' 
exactly of the same nature w'ith what is called the 
Naples stone. The Italians call it tufa ; and it is in 
general use for building. 

Herculaneum was covered wdth lava ; Pompeii 
'v^ith pumice stone ; yet the houses of the latter were 
built of lava ; the ]3roduet of former eruptions. 

All memorials of the devoted cities were lost * ; 
and discussions, over the places they had once occu- 
pied, were excited only by some obscure passages in 
the classical authors. Six successive eruptions con- 
tributed to lay them still deeper under the surface. 
I3ut after that period had elapsed, a peasant digging 
a well beside his cottage in 1711, obtained some 
fragments of coloured marble, wliich attracted atten- 
tion. Jlegular excavations were made, under the 
3 \ij>erintcndence of Stendardo, an architect of Naples ; 
and a statue of Hercules, of Greek workmansliip, 
and also a mutilated one of Cleopatra, were drawn 
from what proved to be a temple in the centre of the 
ancient Herculaneum. 

It may bo well conceived with what interest the 
intelligence was received, that a Roman city had 
been discovered, which, safely entombed under- 
ground, bad thus escaped the barbarian Goths and 
Yandals, who ravaged Italy, or the sacrilegious 
hands of modern pillagers. * 

The remains of several public buildings have been 
discoveredt, which have possibly suffered from sub- 
sequent* convulsions. Among these are two temples ; 
one of them o ne hundred and fifty feet b y sixty, in 

•j* Ibid. 


• Bre^rst^r, 
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whicTi was found a statue of Jupiter. A more ex- 
tensive edifice stood opposite to them ; forming a 
rectangle of two hundred and twenty-eight feet by 
one hundred and thiWiy-two, supposed to have been 
a[)projiriated for the courts of justice. The arches 
of a portico surrounding it were supported by columns; 
within, it was paved with marble; the Vails were 
painted in fresco ; and bronze statues stood between 
forty columns under the roof. A theatre was found 
nearly entire ; v(Ty little had been displaced ; and 
we see in it one of the best specimens extant of the 
architecture of the ancients. The greatest diameter 
of the theatre is two hundred and thirty-four feet, 
whence it is computed, tliat it could contain ton 
thousand persons, which proves the great population 
of the city. 

This theatre was rich in antiquities*‘^ independent 
<jf the ornamental j)art. IStatiies, occupying niches, 
represented the Muses ; scenic masks were imitated 
on the entablatures ; and inscriptions were engraven 
on diflerciit places. Analogous to the last were 
several largo alphabetical Roman characters in bronze; 
and a iiiimher of smaller size, which had probably 
been connected in some conspicuous situation. A 
metallic ear was found, with fourhronze horses attached 
to it, nearly of the natural size ; but all in such a 
state of decay, that only one, and the spokes of the 
wheels, also in metal, could be preserved. A beau- 
tiful wliite marble statue of Venus, only eighteen 
inches high, in the same attitude as. the famous 
Venus de Mcdicis, was recovered; and either here, 
or ill the immediate vicinity, was found a colossal 
bronze statue of Vespasian, filled with lead, which 
twelve men were unable to move. 

Besides many objects entire, there were nuiherous 
fragmen ts of others, extremely interesting; which 

* Brewster. 
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had been originally impaired, or were injured by 
attempts to remove them. 

When we reflect, that sixteen hundred years have 
elapsed since the destruction of %i8 city*^ an interval 
which has been marked by numerous revolutions, 
both in the political and mental state of Piurope, a 
high degrtie of interest must be experienced in con- 
templating the venerable remains, recovered from the 
subterraneous city of Herculaneum. Pliny, the 
younger, in his letters, brings the Homans, their 
occupations, manners, and customs, before us. He 
pictures in feeling terms the death of his uncle, who 
perished in the same eruption as the city we now 
describe ; and that event is brought to our immediate 
notice by those very things which it was the means 
of preserving. Among these we sec - the various 
articles which administered to tlic necessities and 
the pleasures of the inhabitants, the emblems of their 
religious sentiments, and the very manners and cus- 
toms of domestic life. 

These curiosities consist not only of statues, busts, 
altars, inscriptions, and other ornamental appendages 
of Grecian opulence and luxury ; but also compre- 
hend an entire assortment of the domestic,* musical, 
and surgical instruments; tripods of elegant form 
and exquisite execution ; lamps in endless variety ; 
vases and basins of noble dimensions ; chandeliers Of 
the most beautiful shapes, looking-glasses of polished 
metal; coloured glass, so hard, clear, and well stained, 
as to appear like emeralds, sapphires, and other pre- 
cious stones; a kitchen completely fitted up with 
copper pans lined with silver, kettles, cisterns for 
heating water, and every utensil necessary for culi- 
nary purposes; also specimens of various sorts of 
combustibles, retaining their form though burnt to a 
cinder. By an inscription, too, we learn .that Her- 

* Brow»tcr. 
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culaneum contained no less than nine hundred houses 
of entertainment, such as we call taverns. Articles 
of glass, artificial gems, vases, tripods, candeLahra, 
lamps, urns, dice, ahd dice-boxes ; various artich'S 
of dress and ornaments; surgical instrumemts, weights 
and measures, carpenters and masons' tools; but no 
musical instruments except the sistruni, cymbals, and 
flutes of bone and ivory. 

Fragments of columns of various coloured marble 
and beautiful mosaic pavements were also found dis- 
seminated among the ruins ; and numerous sacrificial 
implements, such as paterse, tripods, cups, and vases, 
were recovered in excellent preservation, and even 
some of the knives with which the victims are con- 
jectured to have been slaughtered. 

The ancient pictures of Herculaneum * are of the 
utmost interest; not only from the freshness and 
colour, but from the nature of the subjects they 
represent. All are executed in fresco; they arc 
exclusively on the walls, and generally on a black or 
red ground. Some are *of animated beings large as 
life ; but the majority are in miniature. Every dif- 
ferent subject of antiquity is depicted here ; deities, 
human figures, animals, landscapes, foreign and do- 
mestic, and a variety of grotesque beings ; sports and 
pastimes, theatrical performances, sacrifices, all enter 
the catalogue. 

In regard to the statues found t, some are colossal, 
some of the natural size, and some in miniature ; 
and the materials of their formation are cither clay, 
marble, or bronze. ' They represent all diflerent ob- 
jects, divinities, heroes, or distinguished persons; 
and in the same substances, especially bronze, there 
are the figures of many animals. 

It is not probable that the best paintings of ancient 
Greece and Italy % were deposited in Herculaneum 
* Brewster, 741. f Ibid, 740. t Rece. 
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or Pompeii, which were towns of the second order, 
and unlikely to possess the master-pieces of the chief 
artists, which were usually destined to adorn the 
more celebrated temples or the palaces of kings and 
emperors. Their host statues are correct in their 
proportions, and elegant in their fonns; but their 
paintings are not correct in their proportions, and are, 
comparatively, inelegant in their forms. 

A few rare medals also have been found among those 
ruins, the most curious of which is a gold medallion 
of Augustus, struck in Sicily in the fifteenth year of 
his reign. 

Nor must we omit one of the greatest curiosities, 
preserved at Portici *. This consists of a cement of 
cinders, which in one of the eruptions of Vesuvius 
surprised a woman, and totally enveloped her. This 
cement, compressed and hardened by time around her 
body, has become a complete mould of it, and in the 
pieces here preserved, we see a perfect impression of 
the diQercnt parts to which it adhered. One repre- 
sents half a bosom, which Jis of exquisite beauty; 
another a shoulder, a third a portion of her shape, 
and all concur in revealing to us that this woman 
was young ; that she was tall and well made, and 
even that' she had escaped in her chemise, for some of 
the linen was still adhering to the ashes. 

Though the city was destroyed t in' the manner we 
have related, remarkably few skeletons have been 
found, though many were discovered in the streets of 
Pompeii ; but one appears under the threshold of a 
door with a bag of money in his hand, as if in the 
attitude of escaping, leaving its impression* in the 
surrounding volcanic matter. 

These and other valuable antiquities are preserved 
in the museum at Portici, which occupies the site of 
ancient Herculaneum, and in the Museo Borhonico at 
* Dupaty. + Brewster. 
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Naples. For details in respect to which, we must 
refer to the numerous books that have described 
them. 

One of .the most interesting departments of this 
unique collection is tbat of tho Papyri, or MSb.*, 
discovered in the excavation of Herculaneum. The 
ancients did not bind their books (which, of course, 
were all MSS.) like us, but rolled them up in scrolls. 
When those of Ilereulaneum were discovered, they 
presented, as they still do, the appearance of burnt 
bricks, or cylindrical pieces of charcoal, which they 
had acquired from the action of the heat contained in 
tho lava, that buried tho whole city. They seemed 
quite solid to the eye and touch ; yet an ingenious 
monk discovered a j)roce8s of detaching leaf from 
leaf, and unrolling them, by which they could be 
read without mueli difficulty. It is, nevertheless, to 
be regretted, that so little success has followed the 
labours of those who have attempted to unrol them. 
Some portions, liowiwcr, have bmi unrolled, and 
the titles of about 400 of the least injured have been 
read. They are, for the most part, of little import- 
ance; but all entirely new, and chiefly relating to 
music, rhetoric, and cookery. The obliterations and 
corrections are numerous, so that there is a proba- 
bility of their being original manuscripts. There 
are two volumes of Epicums on Virtue,*’ and the 
rest are, for the most pari, productions of the same 
school of writers. Only a very few are written in 
Latin, almost all being in Greek. All were found 
in the libraiy of one individual, and in a quarter of 
the town where there was the least probability of 
finding anything of the kind. 

The following is a list of the most important 
works tha]|have been discovered: — 
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]. Pbilodemus, on the Influence of Music on the Human Con> 
stitution. 

2. PJpiciiruB upon Nature. 

3. Philoraedes on Rhctonc. 

4. Id. on the Vicee. 

5. Id. on the Affinities oT t^ Vices aTid the Virtues, 

f). Id, ^ on the Poets. 

7. Id. some Philosophical Fragments* 

8. Id. on Providence. 

9. Democritus, some Geometiical Fragments. 

10. PhiloslratUB on Unreasonable Contempt. 

1 1 . Carnisirus on Fiiendship. 

12. Cotothes on Plato's Dialogue of Isis. 

13. Chrysippus on Providence. 

We shall give the reader a specimen, in a frag- 
ment of a poem on the Actian war, copied from a 
manuscript taken from Herculaneum; supposed to 
be written by C. Rabirius : — 

C(n.. I. 

, . . XIM AEL . . TIA- 

, . CESAR . FA . . AR . HAR . lAM G . . . 

. . HT.'HTS ILLE . . NATO . CVM ELIAPOR . . 

QVEM IVVRNES; gRANdAeVOS-EUAT'pEr cVNcTA segnntus* 
BELLA’PIDE-DEXTUAQVB POtENS RERVMQuE PER Vsum 
CALLlDVS-ADSlDVus traCTANDO'IN MVNERE martis 
IMMINET oPSESSIS lTALuS IAM-TVRRlBVS alTIS* 

Adsiliens rauriS’NEC'DKFVit IMPETVS'ILLlS. 

Col. it. 

funeraque adCEDVNT’PATRiis deforMTA’TerRIS 
ot foodA Ilia mAGlS QVAM-Si NOS geSTA LATERcNT 
CVM cuPERet poll VS PKl.VaiA mOENIA-CAESAR 
t»t^ ERAT-IMiKjrllS-ANIMOs COHlbcrE SVorVM ; 

QuID-cAPITIS lain caPTA TACENt QVAE pr.aemia belli ? 
SYBRVlTIS fERro mcA-MOENI A QVONdAM-ERat hoSTlS. ^ 

HAEC MiHI-CVM-dominA'PUEBES QVOQVE nunc sibi VICTRIX 
VINDICAT hanefaMVIiAM ROMANA POTEntia taNDKM. 

CoL. lU. 

fas ct ATicXANDUO tbAlaMOS iNtRaRE DEoRVM 
Dlco ETIAM'dOLVISSE'DEAM vlDISSe triuMpboS 
AcTIAQOS'CVM.cAVSa fORES Tu Max IMA beLLl 
P ARS-ETI A M-IMpcrl I-Q V AE* FEMIN A'TanT A • ? VIrO Ru M 
QVAE-SERIEs ANTIQVA fVlT*? NI GLORIA-MENDAX 

MVLTA vetnSt A TIS NIMIO ConcED AT HONORI. 

“•"The’i^Ts inlho smaller type were inserted by Ciampitti ; as those he 
considered appropriate for filling up passages which could not be deciphered. 
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Col. IV. 

KN 

SAEPE Eijo QVAK-VEteRIS CVmE'scRMoNlBVB angor 
QVA fuGITVr Inx^crro ; TameN NVNC-QVAErcro caVSAS, 
EX-.SiGVasque mORaS-VlTAF/UBET'EST-.MlHI CONluNX i 
partHos quI POSSET phARTlS^VBlVNGKRE REGnIS* 

QVT SPieVIT NOStraEQVE MORI PRO-NOMINE GENTlS- 
Hie iGIlui- pARTJS aniM VM DIDVcluS IN oMnJS ‘ 
qVID VKLIT INCERTVM KST* TERriS qVIBVS-, AVT* 

QVIBVSVNDIS 

Col. V. 

delectVMQiieforuM Quo noXlA TVRBA COiRET, 
PRAEBERETQVESVAESPECTACVLATRIsTIA-MORTIS. 
QVALIS-AD INST ANTIS- ACIES CVM TELA-PAraNTVR 
SIGN A- TVBAE- CLASSESQVE-SIMVL-TKRRKS I’Ribus ARMIS . 
KST-FACrES-EA-VlSAIX)CI-CVM-SAKVACOTRKNt 
INSTRVMENTANKCISvarlO-CONUESTAPARATV* 
VNDiQVE-SIC-ILLVC-caMPo DKFORME COactVM 
OMNE VA(i ABATVR-LETl-GKNVS- OMNE-TIMORIS* 

Col. VI. 

hie cAdit ahsumtus fKRRO- TuioeT-IlLE-VENeno, 
aVT-PKndciiTe auIS 0ERV1CIBV8-ASPH)E-M(.)IJ.EM 
LABlTur iN SOxMNVM-TRAHITVRQ^i-LlBlDlNE-MORTlS* 
PERCulit adFLATV-BUcVlS-HVNC-SINK-MORSIBVS-ANguis 
voLNERE-SEV-TcNVI-PAKS-lNLiTAPARVA-VcnENI- 
OCIus INTEHEMiT-LAQVEJS-PArS-COGItVR-ARTIS* 
INtERSAEPTAM-ANIMAM'PRKSSIS-EFFVNDERE-VENIS- 
linMERSISQVE fretOOLAVSERVNT-GVTTVRA FAVCES- 
hAS-INTcK-SiRAGES SOLIO-DESCENDlT oT-INTER 
Col. VII. 

A . .• LIA . . NO 

SlC-lLLI-lNTtcR*So inlSHllO-serMoNo fRVVNTVR- 
IIAEC^REGINA GERIT- ; PROCVL-H Auc Occult A-VIDEB AT* 
ATROPOS-INRlDcNs inteR-DI VERSA' vagcntcM 
CONSILIA'INTErITVs, QVAM'iAM ana fatA MANcRENT 
TKR-FVERAT'RKVOCATAdiESCViMPArte aenATVS* 
ET'PATRlAErOMItANTK SVAE'CVM'MILue CAESAR* 

GENTIS* ALKXANdrl-CupiENa AD'moEnia VENIT 
SIGNAQVE'CONSTlTVlT'SIC'OMNis tcrUOR IN ARTVM. 

Col. VIIL 

obtereRE-adnisi PORtarVro clAVSTRa pEr VRBEM-, 
OPSIDIONETAMEN'NeC'CORPORAMOENIBVS'AiwNTx 
CASTRAQVE'PROMVRIS'ATQVE'ARMA'PEDESTRIA'PONViNT* 
HOS INTER CPETVS'ALISQVE'AD BELLA PARATVS* 
VTRAQUE'SOLLEMNIS'ITERVMREVOCAVERAT'ORBES* 
CONSITJIS'NOXAPTA'DVCVM'LVXAPTIOR' ARMIS. 




'• Fiirvcl. Rppii. Motron. : Brc water : Di&oatv : Eustace. 
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NO. XXXVIII. HIERAPOLIS; 

This was a town in Syria, near the Euphrates, 
deriving its name from the number of its temples*. 
It abounded in hot springs ; §^id those gave origin to 
the following fable : “ The shepherd poet relates, 
after mentioning a case in Phrygia, sacred to the 
nymphs, tliat near these springs Luna hiid once de- 
.scended from the sky to Endymion, while he was 
sleeping by the herds ; that nnirks of their bed were 
then extant under the oaks ; and in the thickets 
around it the milk of cows had been spilt, which 
man still beheld with admiration (for such was the 
appearance if you saw it afar off) ; but that from 
thence flowed clear and warm water, which in a little 
time concreted round the channel, and formed a stone 
pavement.” 

The deity mt)3t worshipped in ancient times in 
this city, and indeed throughout all Phoenicia, was 
the goddess Astarte, called in Scripture the Queen of 
Heaven and the goddess of the Sidonians. 

Dr. Chandler and his friend Mr. Jtevett ascended 
to the ruins, which are in a flat, passing by sepulchres 
with inscriptions, and entering from the east. They 
had soon the theatre on the riglit hand ; and opposite, 
to it, near the margin of the cliff, are the remains of ^n 
ancient structure, once perhaps baths, or as was con- 
jectured, a gymnasium ; the huge vaults of the roof 
striking horror as they rode underneath. Beyond is 
the mean ruin of a modern fortrcss ; and farther on 
are massive walls of edifices, several of them leaning 
from their perpendicular, the stones disjointed, and 
seeming every moment ready to fall — the effects and 
evidences of repeatcjd earthquakes. 

In a recess of the mountain, on the right side, is 
the area of a stadium. Then again sepuTchifes suc- 
ceed ; some nearly buried in the mountain side, and 

* Plin. V. C..26. Ptolem. v. c. 15. 
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one, a square building, with an inscription with large 
letters. 

The theatre appears to have been a very large and 
sumptuous structure : part of the front is still stand- 
ing. In the heap, which lies in confusion, are many 
sculptures, well executed in basso-relievo, with pieces 
of architecture inserihed, but disjoined, or so incum- 
bered with massive marbles, that no information 
could be gathered from them. The character is large* 
and bold, with ligatures. The marble seats arc still 
unremovod. The numerous ranges are divided by a 
low semicircular w’all, n(‘ar the midway, with in- 
scriptions, on one of which Apollo Archogetes (or 
the Leader) is requested to be propitious. In another 
comi)artmeiit, meiitiou is made of the city by its 
name ; and a third is an encomium, in verse. “ Hail, 
golden city, IlierapoHs, the spot to be preferred be- 
fore any in wide Asia; revered for the rills of the 
nymphs ; adorned with splendour.'* In some of the 
inscriptions tlui people are styled “ the most splen- 
did," and the senate “the most powerful." 

Tlierapolis was not so magniliceiit as Laodicca ; but 
still it was a splendid place ; and, like its neighbour 
city, is now almost “ an utter desolation*.” 

NO. XLTI. — ISFAHAN. 

In the territory of Istakhar u a great building^ 
with statues carved in stone ; and there ^ aho^ are in-- 
scriptions and paintings. It was said that this was a 
temple of ^olomon^ to whom he jwace ! and that it was 
built by the Dives., or Demons: similar edifices 
are in Syria., and Daalbeck^ and in Egypt ** — JEbn 
Haavkel; Ouseley. 

The origin of Isfahan is not to be traced with any 
certainty. It is, however, for the most part, supposed 

•Ptolemy; Pliny; Pocockc; Chandler. 

A A : 
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to Ijavc arisen from the ruins of Hecatompylos,^' tlie 
capital of Parthia. Tliis city was the royal residence 
of Arsaccs, and it was situated at the sprini>sof tlio 
Araxes. AVliatever may have b('on the orioin of tins 
city, it is univtTsally admitted that tlu; situation of 
it, topogra] >hi call y, and contrically with regard to the 
empire, is admirably adapted fora royal residt'uce ami 
capita.lt. It stands on the river Zeindorood ; and 
has boon celebrati^d as a city of consequence from tbe 
time in wdiicli it first noted in historyf; and that 
is, wc believe, at tlio ptndod in wdiieli it was taken 
possession of by Ardishecr, who, soon after, wms pro- 
claimed king of Persia ; and was consid(*ied by his 
countrjnnen as the restorer of that great (jnqnrcr, 
which liad beem ert'atod byC-yrns and lost by Darins. 

This prince was so great a sovereign, that it gives 
pleasure to note some of bis sayings: — ‘‘ AVheii 
a king is just, bis subjects must love bijn, and continue 
obedient : but tbe worst of all sovejvigns is ho whom 
the wealthy, and not tlie wicked, fear.” “ There 
can be no power without an army ; no army witlioiit 
money ; no money witlumt agriculture ; no agricul- 
ture without justice.” “ A furious lion is better than 
an unjust king : but an unjust king is not so bad as 


♦ This was an opitlict |»ivcn to Chctc, from the 100 oilios which 
it onoc coiitiiincd : also to Thebes iu Ejiypt, on aecountof its lOO 
gates. The territory of Laconia had the same ejnihct fortlie saiiiii 
reason that Thebes had ; and it was the custom ot tlicse 100 cities 
to saciifiec a boeatornb every year, 
f Sir John Malcolm, 

J Tim boundaries of Iran, which Europeans call Persia, have 
undergone many changes. The limits of the kingdom in its most 
prospcious periods may, however, he easily described. The Persian 
riiilf, or Indian Ocean, to the south ; the Indies and the Oxus to 
the cast and north-cast ; the Caspian Sea and Mount Cancasua to 
the north ; and the river Euphrates to the west. The most 
striking features of this extensive country, .arc niinicroiis chains of 
mountains, and largo tracts of desert ; amid which aro interspersed 
heautif.il valleys and rich pasture lands. — SiK.JoiiN Malcolm. 
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a lonjT and nnjust war.” Never forget,” said he, on 
his deatli-hed, to liis son, “ tliat, as a king, you are 
at once the protector of religion and of your country. 
Consider the altar and throne as inse])aral)le ; they 
imist always sustain each other. A sovereign without 
religion is a tyrant ; and a people who have none 
may be deemed the most monstrous of all societies. 
Religion may exist without a state*; but a state 
cannot exist witliout religion ; and it is by holy laws 
that a ])olitieal association can alone be bound. You 
should be to your ])(‘ople an exam])le of piety and of 
virtue, but witliout pride or ostentation.” After a 
few simitar lessons, he eoncludcd in the following 
iiiamuT : — ‘‘ Remember, my son, that it is the pros- 
perity or adversity of the ruler, which forms the 
liappiness or misery of his subjects ; and that tlie 
fate of the nation dep(‘i\ds upon the conduct of the 
individual who fills the throne. The w'orld is exposed 
to constant vicissitinles ; learn, therefore, to meet the 
frow’iis of Fortune with courage and fortitude, and 
to receive her smiles with moderation and wisdom. 
To sum up all : — x\I ay your administration be such as 
to bring, at a future day, the blessings of tliose whom 
God has confided to our paternal care, upon both your 
memory and mine.” 

A. J). 1387, Isfahan sniTcndercd to Timour. Tbo 
moment be pitched his camp before it, it yielded. 
Satisfied with this ready submission, Timour com- 
manded that the town should bo spared, but that 
a licavy contribution should be levied on the inhabit - 
ants. This bad been almost entirely collected, wbeu 
a young blacksmith, one under age, boat a small drum 
for bis anuiseuient. A number of citizens, mistaking 
this for an alarm, assembled, and became so irritated 
from a communication to each other of the distress 
they sulfcred, that they began an attack upon those 
whom thi*y considered the immediate cause of their 
A A 2 
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misery ; and, l»efore morning, nearly 8000 of the 
Tartars, who liad been quartered in the city, were 
slain. The rage of Tiinour, when he Iniard of this, 
exceeded all hounds, lie would therefore listen to 
no terms of capitulation. He doomed Isfahan to be 
an example to all other cities. The unfortunate 
inhabitants knew what they had to expect, and made 
all the resistance they could ; but in vain. Tlie walls 
w^crc carried by storm ; and the cruel victor did not 
merely permit pillage and slaughter, but commanded 
that every soldier should bring him a cuTtain number 
of heads. Some of those, more humane than their 
master, purchased the miinber allotted, rather than 
become the executioners of unresisting mim. It w^as 
found impossible to compute iill the slain ; but an 
account was taken of 70,000 In^ads, which were 
heaped in pyramids that were raised in monuments 
of this horrid revenge.* 

Isfahan attained its highest pitch and magnitude 
in the time of Shah Abbas. It became the great 
emporium of the Asiatic world ; and during his reign 
nearly a million oi people animated its streets, and 
the equally flourishing peasantry of more than 1400 
villages in its neighbourhood, supplied by their labour 
the markets of this abundant population. t Industry, 
diligence, activity, and negotiations, were seen and 
heard everywhere. The caravans even were crowded 
with merchants, and the shops with the merchandise 
of Europe and Asia ; wdiilc the court of the great 
Shah was ihe resort of ambassadors from the proudest 
kingdoms, not only of the l^^ast but of the West. 

* 1 conquered tlio city of Isfahan, and I trusted in tho i>coplc of 
Isfahan, and 1 delivered the castle in their hands. And they 
rebelled ; and the darogah whom I had placed over them they slew, 
with 3000 of the soldiers. And I alsu commanded that a general 
slaughter should be made of tho people of Isfahan. —Timour’s In- 
stitutes, p. 119. Malcolm's Hist. Persia, vol. i. 461. 

t Porter. 
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Travellers thronged thither from every part, not only 
on affairs of business, but to behold tlie splendour of 
the place. 

In fact, it owes most of the glory it now possesses 
to Shall Abbas, who, after the conquest of Lar and 
Onnus, charmed with its situatiou, made it the 
capital of his empire between 1620 and 1628 ; for 
the fertility of the soil, the mildness of th(‘ seasons, 
and the fine temperature of the air, conspire, it is 
said, to make Isfahan one of the most delightful cities 
in the world. The waters of its two rivers, also, 
are so sweet, pleasant, and wholesome, as to be almost 
beyoinl comparison. 

The sphmdours of Isfahan are described by Pietro 
Della Velio* and Chardin.+ What tluy w'erc woidd 
occupy too large a space ; but we may judge of the 
extent and nature of the ])ublic works by the cause- 
w’ayj this prince formed across the whole of Mazen- 
deren, so as to render that difficult country ]iassable 
for Jirmios and travellci*s at all seasons of the year, 
lie threw bridges over almost all the rivers of IVrsia. 
lle*studicd, we are told, beyond all former sovereigns, 
the general welfare and improvement of his kingdom. 
He fixed on the city of Ispahan as the ca])ital of his 
dominions; and its population was more than doubled 
during his rc*ign. Its priiicij>al mosque, the noble 
palace of Cliehcl-Setoon, Ihc beautiful avenues and 
porticoes called Char Bagh, and several of the finest 
palaces in tlie city and suburbs, were all built by this 
prince. 

In 1721 there was a great rebellion. A celebrated 
traveller, wdio was on the spot, assures us, that the 
inhabitants of one of the suburbs (Julfa, an Arrae- 

* Lett. ii. 1. 3. + vii, 273, 486. viii. 2, 144. 

J Sir John Kinncir says of tliis causeway : ‘‘ 1 1 is in length about 
300 miles. . The pavement is now ncaily in the same condition as 
it was in the time of Hanway ; being perfect in many places, 
although it has hardly ever been repaired." 
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iiiaii colony), not many years before, amounted to 
thirty thousand souls, lie says, that some of the 
streets were broad and handsome, find ])lanted with 
trees, with canals, and fountains in th(j middle; 
others narrow and crooked, and arched at top ; otliers 
again, though (jxtremely narrow, as well as turning 
and winding many ways, were of an ineredihle 
length, and resembled so many labyrinths ; that at 
a small distance from the town there wrre public 
Avalks a<lorned with jdano-trees on either liand, and 
ways paved with stones, fountains and cisterns : that 
there were one hundred caravanstTais for the use of 
merehants and travellers, many of which were built 
by tbo kings and prime nobility of Persia. Jle g{»es 
on to state, that there was a castle in the easierii 
part of the towm, which the citizens looked upon as 
impregnable, in which the public money and most of 
the military stores wvre kept ; hut tliat, notwith- 
standing the iiumbor of baths and caravanstaviis wer' 
almost innumerable, there was not one public lios- 
pital. All this was in tlio snburh of Julfa only. In 
what condition is that sulmrl) now ? 

A. I). 1722, Mahmoud, chief of the Afghans, in- 
vaded Persia, and laid siege to Isfahan, lie was at 
lirst repulsed and compelled to fall l)ack ; in con- 
s('queiicc of which he made overtures. Thctic the 
citizens unfortunately rejected. Mahmoud, in con- 
sequence, determined on laying waste tlie whole of 
the neighbouring country. Now the districts sur- 
rounding Ispahan were, perhaps, the most fruitful in 
the world, and art had done her utmost to assist 
nature in adoniing tliis delightful country. This 
fairest of regions was doomed by Mahmoud to com- 
plete ruin ! The task occupied bis army more than 
a month ; but the lapse of nearly a century has not 
repaired -what tljeir ]>arbarity effected in that period ; 
and the fragments of broken canals, sterile fields, and 
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mounds of ruins, still mark tho road with wliioii 
thoy Jabourc'd in tho work of dostrnction. 

A famiiio ohsiumI in coiiscqaoiico of tliis, and tho 
inhabitants of Isfahan wore rodiiocd to dc‘si)air. Tlio 
llosh of horsos, camels, and nudes, became so dear "% 
that noiK) but the kin^, some of tlie nobles, and tl.o 
\\ealtliiest citizens, could alVord to ])urchase. Though 
the ih'rsians abhor dogs as niiclean, thyy ate gree- 
dily of thi'in, as well as of other forbidden ani- 
mals. AVlieii these sii])plics were oxhanst<‘d, they 
fed not only unon the leaves and bark of trees, 
but on leallier, which they softened by boiling ; 
and when this was exb:iust(‘d too, they began to 
devour buman Ih'sli. Alon, wo arc told, with their 
ey<'s sunk, their eountenaneos livid, and their bodies 
feebk^ and emaciated with hunger, were seen in 
crowds, ciidcavoLiring to ]>r(itraet a wretched c‘x- 
isUsico by cutting ])i(*ecs from the bodies of those 
nnIio liad just expired. In many instances the 
citizens slt'W eacli other, and parents murdered their 
('Idhlren to furnish th(j horrid meal. Some, more 
vijtuous, poisoned tUemselves and families, that they 
iidglit escape the guilt of preserving life l>y such 
moans. The streets, the squares, and even the royal 
gardf'iis, were covered with carcases ; and the river 
Zaindcrand, which llowcd tlirongli the city, became 
so corrupted by dead hoodies t, that it was hardly 
possible to drink of its waters Over])Ower(Hl with 
Ids ndsfortunes, Shah llusseyn abdicated bis throne 
ill favour of his persecutor. 

* At one time n carnisc sold for one itiousiiiid crowns. 

f IVliilcolrn, Hist. Pvrsia ; from Mm/.i M.ilidy. 

J Tlic innrois of lh»s hicfjc, to any locordcd in ancient 

lii&lorv, liju'c boon dcfeciibcd by the J*oli-h .losnit Kiniinski, wlio 
porsoriallv witnessed thorn (see his History of the lie volution of 
Persia, piiblislicd by I’erc du (Jcrceaii) ; and they arc noticed in tho 
“ flistoirc de Poise depuis Ic coinniorieoincnt do ce biecle” of M. 
Ill Miirnya Clairuc, on aullioiities that oanuot be disputed. — 
Ouseley’s Tvav. 
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These events are related in Bucke's Harmonies of 
Nature, tlius; — During the reign of Shah Hus- 
sey n, Isfahan was besieged by Malimoud, chief of 
the Afghans ; when the besieged, having consumed 
their horses, mules, camels, the leaves and bark’ of 
trees, and even cloth and leather, finished, — so great 
was the famine, — with not only eating their neigh - 
bours and ftdlow-citizens, but their very babes. 
During tliis siege more human beings were devoured 
than was ever known in a siege before. Mahmoud 
having at length listened to terms of capitulation, 
Hiisseyn clad himself in mourning; and with the 
AVali of Arabia, and other officers of his court, pro- 
ceeded to the camp of his adversary, and resigned the 
empire. The Afghan chief, in receiving his resig- 
nation, exelaimed, “ Such is the instability of all 
human grandeur ! God dispo&es of empires, as he 
pleases, and takes them from one to give to another 1” 
This occurred in the year 1716. 

Malimond was now king of Persia. But, some 
time after, fearing ji nwolt of the people of Isfahan, 
lie invited all tlie nobles of the city to a feast, and 
the moment they aiTived, a signal was given, and 
they were all massacred. Their amount was three 
thousand ! not so many as one escaped. Tlieir bodies 
were exposed in the streets, that the inhabitants 
might behold and tremble. Jlut an equal tragedy 
was yet to ' be performed. He bad taken three 
thousand of tlie late king's guards into his pay. 
Those men ho directed to be peculiarly well treated ; 
and, as a mark of ftivour, he commanded that a 
dinner .should bo dressed for them in one of the 
squares of the palace. The men came ; sat down ; 
and the moment they had done so, a party of tho 
tyrant's troops fell upon them, and not a single soul 
was allowed to escape ! 

This, however, was not the close of things, but the 
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beginning.' A general order was now issued, to put 
every Persian to death, who bad in .any way served 
tlie former govermnent. Tlie massacre Lasted 15 days ! 
Those who survived were made to leave the city, 
vrith the sole exception of a small number of male 
youths, whom the tyrant pro])oscd to train in the 
liabits and usag('s of his own nation. 

Nor does this tc’rminate the history of his atrocities. 
Ife soon after massacred all the males of the royal 
fainily. Tliese victims h(‘ caused to be asscmhlecl in 
one of the courts of the palace ; when attended by 
two or three favoiirit(‘s, he coinmeneed, with his owm 
sabre, the horrid massacre. Thirty-nine princes of 
the blood were murdered on this dreadful o(!casion. 
The day of ]>nnishment, however, was at hand, lie 
soon after died in a state of horrific; insanitv ! Ilis 
body was buried in a royal sepulchre ; but when 
Nadir Shah afterwards took Isfahan, he esmsed it to 
be taken from tbo sepulchre and aband<uied to the 
fury of tlie p()]>nlaco ; and the place where he h.ad 
been interred was converted into a common sewer to 
receive the filth of the city. This was in 4;he year 
17 - 27 , 

Isfahan never recovered these drcadfid events. 
Mr. Ilanway tells ns, that in the time he visited it, a 
Persian. merchant assunnl him, that in all Isfahan 
there were not more than five thousand inhabited 
lionscs. It has been, since, sevtT.al times taken and 
rebaken hy tyrants and revolters. It was last t.akcn 
by Aga jMohamed Khan (a. d. 1785) ; who dis- 
mantled the walls. 

Its present condition is thus described by Sir 
Robert Kcr Porter : — “ The streets arc everywhere in 
ruin ; the bazaars silent and abandont;d ; tlic cara- 
vanserais arc equally forsaken ; its thousand villages 
hardly now’ counting two hundri'd ; its palaces solitary 
and forlorn ; and the nocturnal laugh and song, which 
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used to echo from every part of tlio gfirdoiis, succeeded 
l>y the yells of jackals and shouts of famisliiiiff 
doivs.” 

fcSir Robert afterwards i»iv os au account of the ruins. 
From one end of the city to the other, under avenues 
old ainl new, throuj*!! the oardcais, and round tlieir 
deliiilitfiil ])aradi.ses,’* of shade and fountain, lie 
liardly sa\v a sinole eri‘aliire moving. If, s.iys he, 

Isfahan <*ontiiuies fifty years so totally abandoned of 
its sovereign’s notice as it is now, Isfahan will become 
a total ruin, amidst the saddest of wildernesses." 

The name of this city is said to have been ye]>ahaTi, 
which it reeinvod from the Persian kings, in eonso- 
ijut'iiee of its having been the general ]>Jaec of ren- 
dezvous for their armies. “Tiiis famous city,” says 
JMr. Kiimeii*^, ‘"hasliecn so minutely descrilx'd, even 
when at the height of its glory, by many travellers, 
and paiticularly by diardin, that it will only ho 
necessiry to state the ehangt's that Iuim' taken ]')laeo 
since the period in wl»icli he wrote. TJie wall, which 
then surrounded the city, was (uitirely destroyed by 
the ^Xfghans, who liave left many striking marks of 
their savage and barbarous habits in every part of 
the kingdom. The suburb of Julfa has been re- 
duced from twelve thousand to six hundred families; 
most of the otlu rs have shared the same fat(?; and a 
person inay/ide ton miles amidst the ruins of this 
inuncnse capital. The spacious housi'S and ])alaces, 
which opened to the lh>yal Avenue, arc almost all 
destroyed. The hist view, however,” continues l\lr. 
Kinneir, which the traveller has, on coming from 
8hiranz, of this great metropolis, is from an emi- 
nence, about five miles from the city, when it bursts 
at once upon his sight, and is, ])eihaps, one of the 
grandest prospects in the univei'se. Its ruinous con- 
(lition is not oliservahlc at a distance ; all defects being 
* Cieog. Mciu. ol Fcibia. 



lUTINS OP ANCIKNT ffTIK?. 


SG3 

lii^l by high tivos jind lofty biiihlings ; and palaciis, 
colh'gps, ii!o.s(|m‘s, ininarots, and shady groves, are the 
only objects t'lat incut the eye/" 

I'hc bazaars, constriicte<l by Shah Abbas, >vhich 
were covered in witli vaults, and lighted by iiunieruus 
domes, arc of prodioioiis extent, and proclaim the 
htrmcr inaonilicence of the city, 'i'hey extend con- 
sid(‘ra])ly move than a mile. 

T1j(' palaces of the king are enclosed in a fort of 
lofty walls, which have a circii inference of three miles, 
"i'lie palace of the (Michel Sitoon, or “forty pillars,"" 
is situated in the middle of an immense square, which 
is intersi'ctcd by various canals, and iilanted in dif- 
ferent directions with the beautiful chi‘nar tree. Tho 
palace was Imilt by Shah Abbas. Under tho great 
room are summer a])artments, excavated in the 
ground, vvhieh, in their season, must be delightful 
retreats. MMaiy are also waiuscoti'd, and ])aved with 
marble slabs ; and water is introduced by cascades, 
which fall from tlu’ ground floor, and r(‘frcsh the wliohj 
range. The Ali CMipi gate forms the entrance. This 
gate, unee the scene of the inagnifieenee of 'the Selli 
family, the threshold of wdiieh was ever revered as 
sacred, is now deserted, and only now and then a 
solitary individual is seen to pass negligently through. 
The remains of that sjdeinlour, so mimiti'ly and 
exactly described by Clianlin, arc still to bo traced ; 
the fine marble? remains, and the grandeur and eleva- 
tion of the dome, are still iindeinolishcd.'^’ At the Ala 
Capi gate of tho old palaces, which is described as 
one of the most pi?ifect pieces of brick-work to be 
found in Persia, used to sit Shah Abbas, and thence 
review his cavalry, galloping and 'skirmishing, or 
witnessed tho combats of wild animalst. In former 
times this view from the spot was undoubtedly^ splen- 
did ; blit, at present, wilb the exeejitioii of the palaces 
* Moricr. t Malle Bum. 
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in the gardens, the whole mass below is one mouldering 
succession of ruinous houses, mosques, and shapeless 
structures, which had formerly been the mansions of 
the nobility, broken by groups or lines of various tall 
trees, which once mad^^ part of the gardens of the 
liouses now in ruins. The freshness of all the build- 
ings is said to be jiartieularly striking to an European, 
or tlu! inhabitants of any comparativi'ly humid coun- 
try, in which the atmosphere cherishes a vegetation 
of mosses, litthons, and other cryptogamous jdaiits, 
wliich we particularly associate in oiir minds with 
the spoctjicle of J('cay. 

Sir W. Ouseley says, I explored the ruins of 
villages, scattered over the plain in all directions near 
our camp ; and some must have been considerable in 
size and respectability from tlio handsome houses 
which they contained. Although jiillaged and depo- 
pulated by the Afghans almost a c('ntury ago, many 
of their chandlers yet remain, with vaults and stair- 
cases hut little injured ; yet no human heing is ever 
seen within tlnnr walls, (*xcept some traveller, who 
wonders at finding himself alone in places, which 
might bo easily rendered habitable,. situate not above 
a mile from the walls of a great metropolis. It must 
be confessed, that these ruins, composed of sun-dried 
brick and mud, appear, like many edifices in Persia, 
to much greater advantage on paper than in reality.” 

Morier, in his second journey into Persia, says : — 
“ The great city of Isfahan, which Chardin has de- 
scrihc'd, is twenty-four miles in circumference, w’crc it 
to he weeded (if the expression may be used) of its 
ruins, would now ilwindle to a quarter that circum- 
ference. Cue might suppose that Clod's curse had 
extended over part of this city, as it did over 
Babylon. Houses, bazaars, mosques, palaces, whole 
streets, arc to bo seen in total abandonment ; and I 
have rode for miles among its ruins without meeting 
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witli any living creature, exc(*pt, peril apa, a jackal 
peeping over a wall, or a fox running to its liolo. 

In a large tract of ruins,” Mr. Slorier goes on to 
observe, “ wlioro liousi'S, in dilFcrcnt stages of decay, 
were to be seen, now and tlioii an inhabited house 
may bo discovered, the owni r of which may bo asoi* 
milated to Jol/s forlorn man, tItreUing in dcHoIate 
ciliea^ and which no nian inhafnlcthy which nee read if 
to hccfune heaps'^' * Such a remark as this must have 
arisen from scenery similar to those which parts of 
Isfahan pr(^scnt ; and unK‘ss the particular feeling of 
melaneholy which they inspire has been felt, no 
words can convey any idea of itf.” 

NO. XLTII.— ITALICS. 

This city (in Wpain) is supposed to ha\e been 
founded by the Ph(enicians, w’ho give it the name of 
I lispalis. It was afterwards coloni/.ed by the wounded 
soldiers of JScapio. It was th(‘ii called Julia, and at 
last, after a variety of corruptions, Scbilla or IScvilla, 
la Viega. 

The Jtomaiis emhellislicd it with many magnificent 
edifices, but of which scarcely any vestige now 
remains. 

In regard to the new city, the Gothic kings for 
some time made it their residence ; but it was taken 
by storm soon afti*r the victory obtained at Xercs, 
over the Gothic king Rodrigo. It at last fell before 
Rerdinaiid IIT., after a year's siege ; and three hun- 
dred thousand JMoors wxTe compelled to quit the 
place ; notwithstanding which it became the most 
magnificent city in all Spain, a little after the disco- 
very of America ; all the valuable commodities of the 
AVest Indies beins: carried thither. 

* Job, chap. XV. vcr. ’J8. 

+ Ferdousi ; Elm llakclcl ; Della Yallc ; Chardin ; Kinxicir 
Porter; Majjcolm ; Malte-Uriin ; Oubcley. 
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An 'old 'Span isb writer tlms speaks of this place : 
— “ Not far from hence one sees the rmm of an 
aticient citif ; and of an amphitheatre, great part of 
which remains ; hut many of the great parts lie in 
such confusion, as if it had been thrown into disorder 
by an earthquake. The people call this place Sevilla 
la V''i('ja, or Old Seville; but the learned take it to 
be the aneient Ttaliea, the birth-place of the emperor 
Adrian and Silius Jtaliciis ; the*e having been found 
a sufficient number of ancient medals and inscriptions 
to justify that opinion ; and amongst others, -they 
found a medal of Tiberius, with the following legend 
upon it : D1 VI. AVG. MVNIO. ITALIC. PKILVI. 
And in the tin u? of Fernando cl Santo, the conqueror 
of Seville (which was in the year 1248), this i)lace 
r(‘taincd some traces of its ancient name ; for it was 
called Talca. Some of the ruins appear to have 
been the remains of a tem]>le, and a bath. In the 
e])ot near which many of these ruins arc to bo seen, 
tliei'o is a monastery of St. I.««idore ; and in the church 
there is an altar of alabaster, which can scarce bo 
matched in Europe*.” 

NO. XLTV. JERUSALEM. 

riovi^ doth the city s-oliiary sit, she that was full of people ! 

Jlow is she become a widow, that wns great Hiuoiig the nations! 

Princess among the piovinccs, how is she become tributary ! 

She wcepeth sole in the night, and her tear is upon her cheek : 

She hath none to comfort lier, among all her lovers : 

All her flic luls have betrayed her, they became her enemies.” 

Lumen, i. 1,2. 

“In the whole universe,” says Mr. Eustace, 
“ there were only two cities interesting alike to every 
member of the great Christian commonwealth, to 
every citizen of tlie civilised world, whatever may be 
liis tribe or nation — Rome and Jerusalem. The 
former calls up every classic recollection ; the lat- 
* Ilippolito de Jose. 
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ter awakens every sentiment of devotion; the one 
brings before onr eyes .all the splendour of the pre- 
sent world ; the other all the glories of the world to 
come.” 

Palestine, or the land of Canaan, originally ex- 
tended in length fj’om north to south, near two fii u- 
dred miles, and from eighty to lifteen in breadth, 
fi*oin east to wc*st. Its southern bbuiidary was formed 
by the desert of Ijeirshcba, the Dead Sea, the river 
Arnon, and the river of Kgypt, or the Siehor; to the 
north, it was bounded by the inouiitaiiious ridge 
called Antilibanus ; to the east by Arabia, and to the 
west by the ?>r('diterraiieaii. Though rocky and 
inouiitaiiious, it was one of the most fiTtile provinces 
of the temperate ’/one ; a land, .according to the 
aiitliority of the sacred penman, of brooks of waters, 
of fountains, and dejiths, th.at spring out of valleys 
.and hills ; a land of wlieat, and barley, and vines, 
and Hg tries, and pomegranates ; a land of olive- oil, 
and honey; a land wherein bread might be eaten 
without scareeni'ss, whoso stones were iron, and out 
of whose hills might bo dug brass. 

In the midst of this highly favoured region stood 
the city of Jerusalem, which, .according to the Jewish 
chronology, w.as founded by tlieir high priest Mel- 
chizedec, in the year of tiie world 2032. It was 
then called Salem, a word signifying 

* From the time that Solomon, by moans of his temple, haj 
made Jorusuloin the common place of worsliip to all Israel, it was 
distinguished from the rest of the cities by the epithet Holy, and in 
the 01(1 Testament was called Air Uakkodi'sh, t. the city of 
holiness, or the holy city. It bore this title upon the coins, and 
the shekel was insniked Jerusalem Kediislia, f. e.f Jcrusalom 
the Holy. At length Jerusalem, tor brevity's sake, w'as omitted, 
and only Kedusha reserved. The Syriac being the prevailing lan- 
guage in Herodotus’s time, Kedusha, by a change in that dialect 
of sh into th, was made Kedntha; and Jlciodutiis, giving it a 
Greek tcrCniuution, it was writ KciSvrfS, or Cadytis. — Prioeaux’s 




RTJTNS OF ANCTKNT CITIES. 


868 

Joshua is supposed to have destroyed Jorjigalcm ; 
that town, though not mentioned, being considered 
to have been one of tlwiso that fought against Gibeon, 
tlie king of wliich was Adoni zedek*. 

The city was afterwanls rebuilt by David, and 
surrounded with fortifications, extending inw’ards 
from the low grounds, called JVIillo, to the summit of 
the mountain, on which he erected a citadel, destined 
alike to be the great fortress of the nation, and the 
sumptuous residence of its kings. The rich work of 
the talx'rnaolo, and the splendour which characterised 
many of their ceremonies, had long tended to inspire 
the Israelites with a taste for the elegant ails. David’s 
palace, w’c accordingly find, was a jialace of cedar. 
In raising this structure, the tiniber of Tyre and the 
superior skill of its artificers were employed to 
secure its beauty and stability. When completed, 
the grace and majesty of the pile reminded the mon- 
arch that, in taking up liis abode in such a build- 
ing, he should be more splendidly lodged than the 
ark and visible emblem of Jehovah itself. With this 
idea in his mind, he resolved upon erecting a build- 
ing for the service of God, which should be as worthy 
of its destination as tlio ability and piety of man 
could make it. 

This design, David not living to carry into execu- 
tion, was followed up and completed by Solomon his 
son. From the reign of Solomon to the final de- 
struction of the city, it undcrwTnt many vicissitudes, 
some of which wc shall recite. In the fourth year 
of Solomons son, Itehuboain (n.c. 971), it was be- 
sieged and taken by Sesac, king of Egypt, who car- 

Connexion of the Old and New Testament, vol. i. part i. p. 80, 81, 
8vo. edit. 

* And Joshua emoto all the country of the hills, and of the 
south, and of the vale, and of the springs, and all their kings 
ho left none reinaining ; but utterly destroyed all that breathed, 
as the liordGod of Israel commanded. — Joshua, ch. x. ver. 40. 
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ried away the treasures of the temple, as well as 
those of the royal palace. 

^ In 826 B. c. the temple and palace were plundered 
by Jehoash, and the walls demolished. In 608 b. c. 
Jerusalem was taken by Nechao,^ king of Egypt. 
It was next besieged by ScnnachcriD, king of Nineveh. 
That prince having returned from Egypt, which he 
had ravaged, and taken a great number .of prisoners, 
laid siege to it with a vast army. The city appeared 
to be inevitably lost : it was without resource, and 
without hope from the hands of men. It had, how- 
ever, says the historian, “ a powerful protector in 
Heaven, whose jealous ears had heard the impious 
blasphemies uttered by the king of Nineveh against 
his sacred name. In one single night 185,000 men 
of his array perished by the sword of the destroying 
angel.” 

Jerusalem was soon after besieged by Nebuchad- 
onosser and taken ; when the conqueror caused 
Jehoiakim to be put in chains with the design of 
having him carried to Babylon ; but, being moved 
with his affliction, he restored him to his throne. Great 
numbers, however, of the Jews were carried captives 
to Babylon, whither all the treasures of the king’s 
palace and a part of the temple were likewise trans- 
ported. E rom this famous epoch we are to date the 
captivity of the Jews at Babylon. 

They havipg afterwards rebelled, the king came 
from Babylon and besieged them anew. The siege 
lasted nearly a year. At length the city was taken 
by storm, and a terrible slaughter ensued. Zcdc- 
kiah’s two sons were, by Nebuchadnezzar s orders, 
killed before their father’s face, with all the noblemen 
and principal men of Judah. Zedekiah himself had 
both his eyes put out, was loaded with fetters, and 
carried to Babylon, wliere he was confined in prison 
as long ad he lived. As to the city and temple, they 

VOL. I. B B 



370 RUINS OP ANCIENT CITIES, 

were both pillaged and burned, and all their fortifi- 
cations demolished. 

Tlie kings of Persia soon after permitted the 
Jews to rebuild the temple ;* but not the walls. 
Artaxerxes Epiphancs, however, issued an edict that 
they might rebuild their walls ; and Nehcmiah, as 
governor of Judea, was appointed to put this edict 
in execution ; and, in order to do him higher honour, 
the king ordered a body of horse to escort him 
thither. He likewise wrote to all the governors of 
the provinces on tliis side the Euphrates, to give him 
all the assistance possible in forwarding the work for 
wliich he was sent. This pious Jew did not fail to 
execute every part of his commission with great 
activity and zeal. 

After the time of Nehemiab, Jerusalem enjoyed 
peace till the year n. c. 33*^, when Alexander, having 
taken Tyre, demanded assistance of the Jews, and 
being refusdfi by the high -priest, who pleaded an 
oath, made to Darius, not to take part with his 
enemies ; the l\lacedonian was incensed, and repair- 
ing to Jerusalem, determined to be avenged on the 
city and its inhabitants ; but being met by a multi- 
tude of people, dressed in white, the j)rie3t8 arrayed in 
their robes, and the high priest in a gannent of purple 
and gold, having on his head a tiara, on which was 
inscribed the name of the Lord, his passion.subsided ; 
and, apprOtTching the high-priest, he oQered his ado- 
ration to God, and saluted all the Uebrow^s. 

We pass over Alexander s entry into the city, be- 

* The emotioDS which Riled the minds of those who witnessed 
the laying of the foundation of the temple were strangely mingled. 
All gave thanks to the Lord; and the multitude shouted with a 
groat shout when the foundations were laid; but, ^ many of the 
priests and Levites, and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, 
that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this hbuse was 
aid before their eyes, wept with aloud voice.”— Ezra, iii. 12. 
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cause enougli will be said of that vaiii-glorioiis person, 
in other pages of our work ; also the siege which 
Ptolemy made it sustain, to the time when Antiochus 
Epiphanes took it by storm ; and during three days 
abandoned it to the fury of his soldiers. Pie caused 
no less than 80,000 of its inhabitants to be inhumanly 
butchered. P'orty thousand men, also, wore taken 
prisoners, and the like number sold to the neigh- 
bouring nations. He committed, also, a thousand 
other atrocities. 

Wo now come to the period in which it was be- 
sieged by another Antiochus, viz. Antiochus Sidetes. 
Hircanus having been, by the death of Simon, ap- 
pointed high -priest and prince of the Jews, Antiochus 
marched with all possible haste, at the head of a 
powerful army, to reduce Judea, and unite it to the 
empire of Syria. Hircanus shut himself up in the 
city, where he sustained a long siege with incredible 
valour. At length ho was compelled, by the extre- 
mity of his necessities, to make proposals of peace. 
Several of the king’s councillor, however, advised 
him not to listen to any proposals of that nature. 

The Jews,” said they, ‘‘ were driven out of Egypt, 
as impious persons, hated by the gods, and abhorred 
by men. They are enemies to all the rest of man- 
kind. They have no communication with any but 
those of their own persuasion. They will neither 
eat nor drink nor have any familiarity with other 
people ; they do not adore the gods that wo do ; 
their laws, customs, manners, and religion, are entirely 
different from those of all other nations ; they there-* 
fore deserve to be treated by all the nations with 
equal contempt ; to receive hatred for hatred ; and 
to be utterly extirpated.” 

Such was the language addressed to Antiochus ; 
and had he not been devout and generous, says 
Diodorugr, this advice had been followed. He lis- 
B B 2 
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tened, however, to milder counsels, and agreed that 
the besieged sliould have leave to surrender their 
arms ; and that their fortihcations being demolished, 
a peace should be granted. All this was done. 

Some ycjars after this, Jerusalem was taken pos- 
session of by the Romans under the command of 
Pompcy the Great, and the temple cjirried by storm* 
There were two parties in the city. One, the adher- 
ents of Hircanus, opened the gates ; the other retired 
to the mountain where the temple stood, and caused 
the bridges of the ditch and valley which surrounded 
it to*be broken down. Upon this, Pompey, who 
was already master of the city, ventured to besiege 
the temple. The place held out three months, and 
might, perhaps, have done so for three months longer, 
and perhaps even obliged the Romans to abandon 
their enterprise, but for the rigour with which the 
besieged thought proper to observe the sabbath. 
They believed, indeed, that they might defend them- 
selves when attacked ^ but not that they might pre- 
vent the works of the enemy, or make any for them- 
selves. The Romans knew how to'^ take advantage 
of this inaction on sabbath-days. They did not 
attack the Jews upon them ; but hlled up the fosses, 
made their approaches, and fixed their engines with- 
out opposition. At length, being able to make a 
breach in the walls, the place was carried by the 
sword, and not less than 12,000 persons were slain. 
The victors entered the temple ; and Pompey went 
even so for as to penetrate to the Holy of Holies, and 
altered the name of Jerusalem (then called Hieroso- 
lyma) to Hierosolymarius. Not long after, Cras- 
Bus, marching against the Parthians, entered the 
temple, the treasures of which Pompey held sacred, 
and rifled it of a sum equivalent, in our money, to 
^ 1 , 500 , 000 . 

Pompey caused the walls to be delnolished: 
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Caesar afterwards caused them to bo rebuilt ; and 
Antipatcr, executing that commission, soon put the 
city into as good a position of defence as it had been 
before the demolition. Notwithstanding this, Jeru- 
sfilein became subject to another siege by the Romans, 
acting in behalf of Iferod, with 60,000 men. The 
place held out many months with great resolution ; 
and if the besieged had been as expert In the art of 
war and the ’defence of places, as they were brave 
and resolute, it would not, perhaps, have been taken. 
But the Romans, who wore much better skilled in 
those things than they, carried tho place, after a 
siege of more than six montlis. They entered, made 
themselves masters, plundered jind destroyed all 
before them, and filled every part of tlie city with 
blood. The crown of ail Judea was soon after 
placed in the Inands of a stranger, — an Idumean~ 
(Herod) ; in whoso reign Jesus Christ was born. 

During tho reign of Herod the Great, Jerusalem 
was much enlarged and embellished. He erected a 
superb palace, a theatre, and an amphitheatre. He, 
also, projected the design of enlarging the temple,* 
which had been erected after the return of the Jews 
from tho Babylonian captivity ; and, having begun 
tho work in the eleventh year of his reign, he com- 
pleted it in eight years. 

Tacitus call this erection ‘‘ immensds opulentlfs 
templum and Josephus says, “it was the most 
astonishing temple lie had ever seen, as well on ac- 
count of its architecture as its magnitude ; tlic rich- 
ness and magnificence of its various parts, and the 
reputation of its sacred appurtenances." Tliis temple 
Herod began to build about sixteen years before tho 
birth of Christ. It was so far completed in nine 
years and a half, as to ho fit for divine service : and 
what is very remarkable, it was aftervrards destroyed 
* BesideB this, he built anotlicr temple. 
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})}” llie Romans, in the same month aUcl day of the 
month, in which Solomon's temple had been destroy- 
ed by the Ihibylonians. 

In its most flonrisliing state Jerusalem was di- 
Tided into four parts, each separated by a wall, viz. 
1, The old city of Jehus, standing on Mount Zion, 
■wliero David built a magnificent palace and castle. 
This part was called the city of David. 2. Tin? 
lower city; called the Daughter of Zion, in which 
part Solomon built two magnificent palaces, for liirri- 
sclf and his queen ; and which contained that of the 
IVLaccabean princes; and the amphitheatre of llerod. 
Also the citadel of Antiochus; and lastly the citadel 
built by Herod, upon a high rock, and thence called 
Antonia. ‘ 3. Tlie “ New City mostly inhabited by 
inercliants, tradesmen, and mechanics. 4. Mount 
Moriah ; on which Solomon built his temple. 

The lieight of the temple thus repaired is said to 
have been one thousand two hundred feet. Tljo 
stones of which it was built were all of marble, 
forty cubits long, twelve thick, eight high, and so 
t*xqiiisit(?ly joined that they appeared to be of one 
combined piece. There were one thousand four hun- 
dred and fifty-three columns of Parian marble, and 
two thousand nine hundred and six pilasters, of such 
thickness, that three men could hardly embrace them; 
and their height and capital proportionable, and all 
of the Corinthian order.* All the materials of the 
original fabric were, as it is well known, finished 
and adapted to their several ends before they were 
brought to Jerustalem ; that is, the stones in their 
quarries, and the cedars in Lebanon ; so that there 
was no noise of axe, hammer, or any other tool, 
lieard in the rearing of it. There w(?rc no less than 

* Sonic liavc tliniiglit that this description, which is from Jo8C» 
piuis, applies rather to the temple of Herod* 
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one hundred and sixty-three thousand men employ- 
ed in this work ; and yet it took nine years in the 
huihling. 

Tlie expense of building this wonderful structure 
was prodigious : the gold and silver employed for 
this purpose, ainount('d to 800,000,000/. sterling, 
whicli, according to Pridcaiix's calculation, Avas a 
sum equal to have built the whole of feolid silver ; 
but it can scarcely bo questigued, we think, that 
some error lias crept into the account‘d : There could 
not liavo been so much bullion, much less coin, at 
that time in the world. 

In ancient Jerusalem there were ten gates and four 
towers. Its extent was about one mile. In Solomon s 
time, this extent appears to have been twice, if not 
thrice, more. In the time of Titus it was four miles 
125 paces. Eusebius lays the circumference at 2550 
toisos. 

We must now proceed to give some account of the 
destruction of the city by Titusf : and in doing so wc 

* It is n'lnni'kublo tliat the Bum iiientioncd is equal to tiie Biitisii 
national debt. 

f “ Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyful- 
ness, and with gladness of lieart, for the abundance tf all things ; 
therefore shaltthou serve thine enrniics which the Lord shall send 
against thee, in hnnger, and in thirst, .and in nakedness, and in 
waul of all things : and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, 
until lie have dCstro}cd thee. The Lord shall bring a nation against 
thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; 
a nation whose tongue thou slialt not undci stand ; a nation of 
fierce couritenanco, whicli shall not regard the person of the old, nor 
show favour to the young : and he shnircat the fruit of thy cattle, 
and the fruit of tliy land, until thou be destroyed : which also shall 
not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine, 
or flocks of thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee. And he shall 
l)csicge thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come 
down, wherein tliou trustedst, throughout all thy land : and ho 
shall besiege thco in all thy gates throughout all thy laud, which 
tho Lord thy God hath given thcc. And thou shalt cat the fruit of 
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shall adopt the description presented by the Author 
of — “ On the Beauties, Harmonies, and Sublimities of 
Nature.” 

“ The war began in the month of May, a. d. 66 ; 
and the siege left to the management of Titus, April 
14, A. D. 70. Previous to the siege, the city was 
a prey to the most intolerable anarchy ; robbers 
having broken into it, and filled almost every lionise 
with thieves, assassins, and broilers, of Svery descrip- 
tion. The best citizens were thrown into prisons, and 
afterwards murdered,, without even a form of trial. 
At this time Titus appeared before the gates — a vast 
multitude having previously arrived in the city to 
celebrate the feast of the passover. During this cele- 
brated sidj^c, there were no less than three earth- 
quakes ; and an aurora borealis terrified the inhabit- 
ants witli forms, which their fears and astonishment 
converted into prodigies of enemies fighting in tlio air, 
and flaming swords hanging over their temple. They 
were visited with a plague, so dreadful, that more 
than one hundred and fifty thousand persons were 
carried out of the city, at the puldic charge, to bo 
buried ; and six liundred and fifty thousand were 

thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which tho 
Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siego, and in the struitness, 
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee : so that the man that 
is tender among you .ind very delicate, his eye shall be evil toward 
his brother, and towaixl the wife of his bosom, and toward the rem- 
nant of his children wliicii he shall leave : so that he will not give 
to any of them of the flesh of his children whom he shall cat : be- 
cause he hath nothing left him in tho siege, and in the straitness, 
wherewith thine enemies shall distress tlieo in all thy gates. Tho 
tender and delicate woman among yon, which would not adventure 
to set tho sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and ten- 
derness, her eye shall bo evil toward tho husband of her bosom, 
and toward her son, and toward her daughter, and toward her chil- 
dren which she shall bear : for she shall eat them for want of aQ 
things secretly in the siege and straitness wherewith thjne enemy 
shall distress thee in thy gates.” — D lut. zxviii. 47 — 57. 




# 

RUINS OP ANCIENT <AtIES* 377 

cast over the walls, and out of the gates. A famine 
ensued ; and so horrible was the wont, that a bushel 
of corn sold for six hundred crowns. The populace 
were reduced to the necessity of taking old excre- 
ment of horses, mules, and oxen, to satisfy their hun- 
ger ; and a lady of qiulity even boiled her own child 
and ate it — a crime so exquisite, that Titus vowed to 
the eternal Gods, that he would bury its infamy in 
the ruins of the city. Ho took it soon after by 
storm ; the plough was drawn over it ; and with the 
exception of the west walls, and three towers, not 
one stone remained above another. Ninety thousand 
persons were made captives ; and one million one 
hundred thousand perished during the siege. Thoso 
made captives being sold to several nations, they were 
dispersed over a great portion of the ancient w’orld ; 
and from them are descended the present race of Jews, 
scattered singly, and in detached portions, in every 
province of Europe, and in most districts of Africa 
and Asia. Thus terminsited this memorable siege — 
a siege the results of which meet the eye in every 
Jew wo meet.” 

The Jews having, in the reign of Adrian, given w^ay 
• to a turbulent disposition, that emperor resolved to 
level all things to the ground — that is, thoso build- 
ings ^vhich the Jews had erected to destroy the 
towers, that were left by Titus for the convenience of 
the Roman garrison ; and to sow ealt in the ground 
on which the city had stood. Thus did Adrian 
literally fulfil the prophecy, that neither in the city, 
nor in the temple, should one stone be left upon 
another. This final destruction took place forty- 
seven' years after that of Titus. 

^ A new city, under the name of ASlia Capitolina, 
was soon after built, where the presence of the Jews 
was absplutely prohibited. In this new city, the 
Christians were sometimes persecuted, and sometimes 
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protected, by the Roman emperors, till the time when 
the empress Helena came to visit the city ; when, 
finding it in a most forlorn and ruinous condition, she 
formed the design of restoring it to its ancient lustre ; 
and her son, Constantine, having embraced the Chris- 
tian doctrine, he issued an edict, that the old name of 
Jerusalem should be employed when speaking of the 
city. 

A few years after, an attempt was made to rebuild 
the temple by the emperor Julian, an attempt which 
is recorded as liaving proved abortive, from fiery 
eruptions escaping out of the earth, and dispersing 
the workmen. 

•In the reign of Justinian, that emperor built a 
magnificent church at Jerusalem ; the fbundation 
being formed by raising part of a deep valley. The 
stones of a neighbouring quarry were hewn into 
regular forms ; each block w«is fixed on a peculiar 
carriage drawn by forty of the strongest oxen, and 
the roads w'cre widened for the passage of such 
cnonnous weights. Lebanon furnislied her loftiest 
cedars for the timbers of the church ; and the season- 
able discovery of a vein of red marble supplied its 
beautiful columns ; — ^two of which, the supporters of* 
the extensive portico, were esteemed the largest in 
the world. 

In 613, Jerusalem was taken by Chosroes, king 
of Persia. The sepulchre of Christ and the stately 
churches of Helena and Constantine were consumed; 
the devout offerings of three hundred years were 
rifled, ‘‘ the true cross" was transported into Persia ; 
and the massacre of ninety thousand Christians is 
imputed to the Jews and Arabs, who swelled the 
disorder of the Persian march. * 

It was recaptured by "lleraclius in 627, This 
emperor banished all the Jews, and interdicted 
them from coming nearer to it than three miles. 



RUINS OP ANCIENT cAtIES. 379 

Nine years after this, Jerusalem was taken by 
Kbalod, one of Omar a generals. Omar being apprised 
of this success of his anus, immediately set out to visit 
the Holy City. He was attended in his journey by 
a numerous retinue. He rode upon a red camel, and 
carried witli liim two sacks of provision and fruits. 
Hcforc him ho had% Icathqjj^ottle containing water, 
and behind him a wooden platter, out of Avhich many 
of his retinue ate in common with himself. His 
clothes were made of camels' hair, and were in a very 
tattered condition ; and the figure he made was inciin 
and sordid to the last degree. On the morning after 
his arrival, he said prayers and preached to his troops. 
After the conclusion of his sermon, he pitched his 
tent within sight of the city. There he signed the 
articles of capitulation ; by which the inhabitants 
were entitled to the free exercise of their religion, 
the possessirjn of their property, and his ])rotection. 

It continued under the caliphs of Bagdad till a. i>, 
868, when it was taken by a Turkish sovereign of 
Egypt ; during the space of two hundred and twenty 
years it was subject to several miosters, I’urkish and 
Saracenic; and in 1099, it was taken by the cru- 
saders under Godfrey of Bouillon, who was elected 
king. He was succeeded by his brother Baldwin, 
who died a.d. 1118, and having no son, his eldest 
daughter, Melisandra, conveyed the kingdom into 
her husband's family. In a. d. 1 188, Sfdadin, sultan 
of the East, captured the city, assisted by Kaymond, 
count of Tripoli, who was found dead in his bed on the 
morning of the day on which he was to have delivered 
up the city. It was restored in 1242 to the Latin princes 
by Salah Ismael, emir of Damascus, They lost it in 
1291 to the sultans of Egypt, who held it till 1382. 

Selim, the Turkish sultan, reduced Egypt and Syria*, 
including Jerusalem, in 1517, and his son Solyman 
built the present walls in 1584. It continues to the 
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present day under the Turkish dominion, fulfilling 
the prophecy, that it “ should be trodden down of 
the Gentiles.” It is not, therefore, only in the 
history of Josephus, and in other ancient writers, 
that we are to look for the accomplishment of 
Christ's prediction ; we see them verified at this mo- 
ment bcf()r(j our eyes, m the dfftolato state of this 
once celebrated city and temple, and in the present 
condition of the J c wish people ; not collected toge- 
ther into any one country, into one political society, 
and under one form of government, but dispersed into 
every region of the globe, and everywhere treated 
with contumely and scorn. 

We now proceed to give some account of the city, 
as it now stands, from various travellers who have 
visited it ; confining ourselvcp, however, almost en- 
tirely to what may be called its antiquities. 

The following particulars in regard to the approach 
to Jerusalem are from the pen of Mr. Robinson. 

“ As we approach Jerusalem, the road becomes 
more and more rugg( d, and all the appearance of 
vegetation ceases ; the rocks are scantily covered with 
soil, and what little verdure might have existed in 
the spring, is in the autumn entirely burnt up. 
There is a like absence of animal life ; and it is no 
exaggeration to say, here man dwelleth not ; the 
beast wandereth not ; the bird flieth not.; indeed, 
nothing indicates the approach to the ancient me- 
tropolis of Judea, unless it bo the apparent evidences 
of a curse upon its soil, impressed in the dreadful 
ebaraeters just mentioned, whilst tlie ‘inhabitants 
thereof,' are ‘ scattered abroad.' Oftentimes on the 
road was 1 tempted to exclaim, like the stranger that 
was come from a strange land, ‘ Wherefore hath the 
Lord done this unto the land? what incaneth the 
heat o f tliis great anger* ?'” 

♦ Dout. xxix. *22,24,27. 
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Dr. Clarke, however, was noverthcleas struck with 
its grandeur. He says that, instead of a wretched 
and ruined town, as he had expected, he beheld a 
flourishing and stately metropolis, domes, towers, 
palaces, and monasteries, shining in the sun's rays 
with inconceivable splendour. ‘‘Like many other 
ancient jdaces,” says a French commentator on this 
account, “it no doubt prcsclits two aspects ; a mix- 
ture of iinignificence and paltriness.” 

To the southward of the site of Bethlehem stands 
the city castle*. It is composed of towers connected 
by curtains, which form two or three enclosures, 
the interior successively commanding the exterior. 
A few old guns, mounted on broken ciirriages, are 
planted on its walls to keep the Arabs in awo. The 
castle is sometimes called the castle of Daniel ; and 
sometimes of the Fisans, having been erected by 
that people when the city was in the hands of the 
Christians. From one of the windows looking north, 
travellers arc shown the site of the house of Uriah ; 
and a piece of ground attached to it, and just within the 
walls, an bid tank, called Bathsheba’s bath. But the 
place where the latter was bathing, when seen by the 
amorous monarch, was more probably the great basin 
lying in the ravine to the south of the castle at the 
foot of Mount Zion, and called the lower pool of 
Gihon. 

The sides of the hill of Zion hp-ve a pleasing appear- 
ance ; as they possess a few olive-trees and rude 
gardens, and a crop of corn was growing there when 
Sir. Came visited it. On its southern extremity is 
the mosque of David, which is held in the highest 
reverence by the Turks, who affirm that the remains 
of that monarch, and his son Solomon, were interred 
there. 


* Robinson. 
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The palace of Pilate is npw a Turkish residence, 
and stands near to the gateway by which Christ was led 
thence to Calvary, to be crucified. Here is pointed 
out the spot on which Pilate presented Jesus to the 
people, declaring he could find no guilt in him ; the 
place on which he fainted under the weight of the 
cross, and where the Virgin swooned, also, at the 
siglit ; the spot where Veronica gave him her hand- 
kerchief to wipe his forehead ; and lastly, where the 
soldiers compelled Simon of Cyrene to bear his cross. 
In the palace the monk points out the room where 
Christ was confined before his trial ; and at a short 
distance is a dark and ruinous hall, shown as the arch 
where Christ stood till his judge exclaimed “ Behold 
the man * 1 ’* 

One of the streets is said to be the same where 
Christ made his first appearance after his resurrec- 
tion; and in the same street stands an Armenian 
convent, erected over the spot on which James, the 
brother of John, was beheaded. This is one of the 
finest buildings in Jerusalemt. At a short distance 
is a small church, said to be erected on the spot 
whero formerly stood the house of the high-priest 
Annas ; and, a little farther on, another which marks 
the house of Caiaplias ; while, just beyond the gate, 
the attention is directed to a mosque, where the 
house stood in which Christ ato his last supper. 

The mosque of Omar, which occupies the site of 
the Jewish temple, loses nothing of its ^andeur or 
beauty on a near approach. The spacious paved 
courts, the flights of steps, and surrounding arcades, 

* Buckingham. 

f Tho patriarcli, Bays an accomplished traveller, makes his ap* 
pcarance in a flowing vest of silk, instead of a monkish habit, and 
every thing around him hears the character of Eastern magnificence. 
He receives his visitors in regal statelinesb ; sitting among clouds 
of incense, and regaling them with all the luxuriance of a Pei Sian 
court. 
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tile dark tall cypress-trccs and running fountains, 
and the large octagonal body of the mosque, with its 
surrounding domes, produce altogether the finest 
effect, and increase the desire to enter its forbidden 
walls. It is said to be the most magnificent piece of 
architecture in the Turkish empire ; far superior to 
tlie mosque of St. Sophia in Constantinople. By 
the sides of the spacious area in which it stands are 
several vaulted remains ; and evidence is said to be 
capable of proving, that they belonged to the foun- 
dation of Solomon s temple’*’. 

Cliateauhriand says, that lie was strongly tempted 
to find some mode of penetrating to the interior of 
the mosque ; but was prevented by the fear, that he 
might thereby involve the whole Christian population 
of Jerusalem in destruction. Dr. Richardson, how- 
ever, succeeded in gratifying a similar curiosity, 
which he shared in common with a host of other 
travellers. 

The Tomb of Zacharias is square, with four or five 
pillars, and is cut out of the rock. Near this is a sort 
of grotto, hewn out of the elevated part of the rock, 
with four pillars in front, ’ which is said to have 
been the apostles' prison at the time they were con- 
fined by the rulers. 

At a small distance within the gates of St. Ste- 
phen, that fronts Olivet, is the pool of Bethesda, said 
to be the scene of one of Olirist’s most striking miracles. 
The pool is at present dry, and its bed nearly filled 
up with earth and rubbish. Wild tamarisk bushes 
and pomegranate trees spread their foliage round it ; 
l^t, according to Chateaubriand, the mason- work of 
tne sides, composed of largo stones, joined together 
by iron cramps, may still be traced; making the 
measurement of this reservoir to have been in width 


* Dr. Clarke. 
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40 feci, and in length 150. At its eastern end are 
some arches dammed up. It is evidently the most 
ancient work in Jerusalem, and, as such, is an in- 
teresting specimen of the primitive architecture of 
its inhaoitants. All travellers seem to agree that 
this was the pool of Bethesda, memorable in the 
Gospel history as the scene of the paralytic, related in 
St. John. It was here, perhaps, that the sheep were 
marked, preparatory to the sficrifices of the temple*. 

“ At about two-thirds of tlie ascent of the Mount 
of Olives,” says Mr. Robinson, “ wo were shown the 
place where our Lord, looking down upon the city, 
wept over its impending fate. ‘ Seest thou these 
great buildings ? There shall not be left one stone 
upon another, that shall not be thrown downt.' ” 
From the summit,” says M». Came, you enjoy 
an admirable view of the city. It is beneath, and 
very near, and looks, with its* valleys around it, like 
a panorama. This noble mosque of Omar, and large 
* area, planted with palms, its narrow streets, ruinous 
places and towers, are all laid out before you, as you 
have seen Naples and Corfu in Leicester-square. On 
the summit are the remains of a church, built by the 
, empress Helena ; and in a small edifice, containing 
one large and lofty apartment, is shown the print of 
the last footsteps of Christ, when he took his leave of 
earth ” ^ 

“ About forty years,” says Dr. Clarke, “ before 
the idolatrous profanation of the Mount of Olives by 
Solomon, his afilicted parent, driven from Jerusalem 
by his son Absalom, came to this eminence to present 
a leas offensive sacrifice, and, as it is beautifully ex- 
pressed by Adichomius, ^flens et nudis pedibus 
adoravit,* what a scene does the sublime description, 
given by; the prophet, picture to the imagination of 


Kobinsoii. 


f Matt. xiij. 2. 




RUINS OF ANCIENT iSlTlEI^. SSS 

every one who has felt the influence of filial piety, 
but especially of the traveller, standing upon the very 
spot where the aged monarch gave to heaven the 
offering of his wounded spirit. “ And David went up 
by the ascent of Mount Olives, and wept as he went 
up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot, 
and all the people that was with him covered every 
man his head ; and they w’ent up weeping.^’ 

On the top of the mount are the rt'inains of several 
works, the history of which has been lost. Among 
these, are several subterraneous chambers. One of 
them has the shape of a cone, of very large size. It 
is upon the very pinnacle of the mountain. 

The Mount of Olives,” says Mens. La Marline, 
slopes suddenly and rapidly down to the deep 
abyss, called the Valley of Johoshaphat, which sepa- 
rates it from Jerusalem. From the bottom of this 
sombre and narrow valley, the barren sides of which 
are everywhere paved with black and white stones, • 
the funereal stones of death, rises an immense hill, 
witli so abrupt an elevation, that it resembles a fallen 
rampart ; no tree here strikes its roots ; no moss even 
can here fix its filaments. The slope is so steep that 
the earth and stones continually roll from it, and it 
presents to the eye only a surface of dry dust, as if 
powdered cinders had been thrown upon it. From 
the heights of the city, towards the middle of this 
bill, or natural rampart, rise high and strong walls of 
large stones, not externally sawed by the mason^ 
which conceal their Hebrew and Roman foundations 
beneath the same cinders, and are here from fifty to 
one hundred, and further on, from two to three hun- 
dred feet in height. The walls are here cut by thrse 
city gates, two of which are fastened up, and the only 
one open before us seems as void and as desolate as 
if it. gave entrance to an uninhabited town. The 
w^ls, rising again beyond this gate, sustain a large 
VOL. I. CO 
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and vast terrace, which runs along two-thirds of the 
length of JeruStTleni, on the eastern side ; and, judging 
hy the eye, may be a thousand feet in lengtli, and 
five or six hundred in breadth. It is nearly level, 

, except at its centre, where it sinks insensibly, as if 
to recall to the eye the valley of littU depths which 
formerly separated the hill of Sion from the city of 
Jerusalem. This magnificent platform, prepared no 
doubt by nature, hut evidently finished by the hand 
of man, was the sublime pedestal upon which arose 
the temple of Solomon. It now supports two Turkish 
mosques.” 

Acra Hill* rose to the north of Sion, the east side 
fkeing mount Moiiah, on which the temple was 
situated, and from which this hill was separated only 
by a chasm, which the Asmoncans partly filled up 
by lowering the summit of Acra. As we are in- 
formed by Josephus, Antiochus Kpiphancs erected 
• a fortress upon it to overawe the city and the temple ; 
which fortress, having a Greek or Macedonian gar- 
rison, held out against the Jews till the time of Simon, 
who demolished it, and at the same time levelled the 
summit of the hill. ^ 

The east side of Mount Morialit bordered the valley 
of Kedron, commonly called the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 
which was very deep: the south side, overlooking a 
very low spot, (the Tyropoeon,) was faced, from top 
to bottom, with a strong wall, and had a bridge going 
across the valley for its communication with Sion. 
The east side looked towards Acra, tAie appearance of 
.which from the temple is compared by Josephus to a 
theatre; and on the north side an artificial ditch, says 
the same historian, separated the temple from a hill 
named Begetha, which was afterwards joined to the 
town, by an extension of its area. 

The loftiest, the most extensive, and in all respects 
• D’Auvillc. fid.. 
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the most conspicuous eminence, included within the site 
of the ancient city, was that of Sion, called the Holy 
Hill, and the citadel of David. This we have positive 
authority for fixing on the south of the city. David 
himself saith, “ Bc<autiful for situation, the joy of the 
whole earth, is Mount Zion ; on the sides of the noiih 
the city of the great King 

“ On its summit,” says La Martine, ‘‘at some 
hundred paces from Jerusalem, stands a mosque and 
a group of Turkish edifices, not unlike an European 
hamlet, crowned with its church and steeple. This 
is Sion ! the palace, the tomb of David ! the scat of 
his inspiration and of his joys, of his life and his 
repose ! A spot doubly sacred to me, who have so 
often felt my heart touched, and my thoughts rapt by 
the sweet singer of Israel, the first poet of sentiment, 
the king of lyrics. N ever have human fibres vibrated 
to harmonies so deep, so penetrating, so solemn ; all 
the most secret murmurs of the human heart found 
their voice and their note on the lips and the heart of 
this minstrel ! and if wc revei-t to the remote period 
when such chants were first echoed on the earth if 
we consider that at the same period the lyric poetry of 
the most cultivated nations sang only of wine, love, and 
war, and the victories of the muses, or of the coursers 
at the Eleian games, we dwell with profound astonish- 
ment on the mystic accents of the prophet king, who 
addresses God the Creator, as friend talks to friend, 
comprehends and adores his wonders, admires his 
judgments, implores his mercies, and seems to be an 
anticipating echo of the evangelic poetry, repeating 
the mild accents of Christ, before they had been 
heard. Prophet or poet, as he is contemplated by 
the philosopher or Christian, neither of them can deny 
the poet king an inspiration, bestowed on no other 


* Buckingham. 
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man ! Bead Horace or Pindar after a Psalm ? Fo|: 

my part I cannot !” 

' Near Jerusalem is a spot called Tophet, which is a 
Tavine, which contains several ancient tombs, marked 
witli Hebrew and Greek inscriptions. This valley is 
remarkable for the barbarous worship Iutg paid to 
Moloch ; to which deity^ parents often sacrificed their 
offspring by making them pass through the fire. To 
drown the lamentable shrieks of the children* thus im- 
molated, musical instruments were played. A fter the 
captivity the Ji!ws regarded. this spot with ahhorrence, 
on account of the abominations which had been prac- 
tised there; and following the example of Josiah*!*, 
they threw into it every species of filth, as well as tho 
carcases of animals, and the dead bodies of malefac- 
tors ; and to prevent the pestilence which such a mass 
would occasion, if left to putrefy, c‘onstant fires were 
maintained in tho valley in order to consume the 
whole ; hence the place received the appellation of 
Gehenna. 

All round the hill of SionJ, and particularly on 
that facing the Valley of Ilinnom, are numerous ex- 
cavations which may have been habitations of the 
living, hut are more generally taken for sepulchres 
of the dead. They arc numerous and varied, both 
in their sizes and forms ; and are supposed to have 
been the tombs of the sons of Ileth, of the kings of 
Israel, of Lazarus, and of Christ. 

The modern sepulchres of the unfortunate Jews 
are scattered all around. The declivities of Sion 
and Olivet are covered with small and ill-shaped 
stones, disposed with little order: — Here are the 
tombs of their fathers. 

The sepulchres of the kings of Judah consist of a 
series of subterranean chambers, extending in dif- 

* 2 Kings xziii. 10, 12. 2 Chron.xxvii. 3. f 2 Kings xxiii. 10* 
t Brewster. 
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ferent directions, so as to form h sort of labyrinth, 
resembling the still more wonderful example, lying 
•westward of Alexandria, in Egypt, by some called 
the Sepulchres of the Ptolemies.” Each chamber 
contains a certain number of receptacles for dead 
bodies, not being much larger than our coffins. Tht; 
taste, m.anifosted in the interior of these chambers, 
denotes a late period in the history of thc^arts. The 
skill and neatness visible in the carving is admirable, 
and there is much of ornament in several parts of 
the work. There are, also, slabs of marble, exqui* 
sitoly sculptured. These sepulchres are not those of 
the kings of Judah. Some suppose they may have 
been constructed* by Agrippa, who extended and 
beautified this quarter of tlic city ; but the most 
current opinion is, that they were the work of He- 
lena, queen of Aliabene, and her son Izatns. 

Tlie Sepulchres of the Patriarchs face that part 
of Jerusalem where the Temple of Solomon was 
fo 'merly erected. The antiquities which particu- 
larly bear this name, arc four in number ; these are 
the sepulchres of Jebosbaphat, of Absalom, the cave 
of St. James, and the sepulchre of Zechariah. 
These tombs display an alliance of the Egyptian 
and Grecian taste, “ forming, as it were,” says Cha- 
teaubriand, “ a link between the Pyramids and the 
Parthenon.” “ In order to form the sepulchres of 
Absalom and Zechariah,” says Dr. Olarkej “ the 
‘solid substance of the mountain has been cut away; 
sufficient areas being ‘thereby excavated, two monu- 
ments of prodigious size appear in the midst ; each 
seeming to consist of a single stone, although stand- 
ing as if erected by an architect, and adorned with 
columns, appearing to support the edifice, whereof 
they are, in fact, integral parts ; the whole of each 
mausolepm being of one entire block of stone. These 
works may, therefore, bo considered as belonging to 
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sculpture, rather than to architecture : for, immense 
as these are, they appeared sculptured instead of 
being built. Tlie columns are of that ancient stylo 
and character, which yet appear among the works 
left by Ionian and Dorian colonies, in the remains of 
their Asiatic cities/' 

The sepulchre of Absalom, and the cave of St. 
James, arc smaller works, but of the same nature 
as those above. All of them contain apartments 
and receptacles for the dead, hewn in the same 
curious manner. 

A few paces to the north of the grot,* is a sub- 
stantial stone building, resembling the dome of a 
churdi, almost even with the ground, having a 
pointed gothic doorway. It covers the reputed tomb 
of the blessed Virgin; and its construction, like other 
great monuments of this country, is attiibuted to 
the pious mother of Constantine. The descent to 
it is by a broad and handsome flight of forty- six 
stone steps. On the right-hand side, about half 
way down, is shown the cenotaph, erected to the 
memory of Joahim and Anne, the father and mother 
of Mary ; and. in a recess on the opposite side, that 
of Joseph her husband. A flirther descent leads 
into a subterraneous chapel, lit up with lamps, 
which are kept continually burning. In the centre, 
a little to the right, is an afiar, erected over the 
sacred tomb, which is an excavation in the rock. 
Behind, in the curve of the chapel, is an altar, at 
which mass is occasionally said, t 

“ The tomb of the Virgin,” says Dr. Clarke, “ is 
the largest of all the cryptae. Near Jerusalem, 
appropriate chapels, within a lofty and spacious 
vault, distinguish the real or imaginary tombs of the 
Virgin Mary, of Joseph, of Anna, and of Caiaphas. 
Struck with wonder, not only in viewing ^ch an 
♦ ^obiuson* *1* Id, 
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extraordinary effort of human labour, but in the consi- 
deration that history affords no light whatever as to 
its origin, we came afterwards to examine it again, 
but could assign no probable dato jbr the era of its 
construction. It ranks among those colossal works, 
which were accomplished by the inhabitants of Asia 
Minor, of Phoenicia, and of Palestine, in the first 
ages ; — works, which differ from those of Greece, 
in displaying less of beauty, but more of arduous 
enterprise ; works, which remind us of the people 
rather than tlio artist ; w'hich we refer to as monii!- 
ments of history, rather than of taste/' 

The circumstance* that perplexes every tra- 
veller, is to account for Mount Calvary having been 
formerly icithout the city, whereas it is, at present, 
not a small way within ; and in order to shut it out, 
the ancient walls must have made tlie most extraor- 
dinary and unnecessary curve imaginable. But tra^ 
dition could not err in the identity of so famous a 
spot ; and the smallest scepticism would deprive it of 
its principal charni. 

The street leading to Calvary is called by the 
Christians Via Dolorosa, or ‘‘ Dolorous Way,” in 
commemoration of the siifierings of Christ, in the 
carrying of the cross to the place of execution. It 
rises with a gradual ascent as it approaches Calvary, 
where it terminates. There are many interesting 
spots in this way ; and Mr. llobinson thus describes 
them : — 

(1.) “An archway across the street, designated the 
Arch of the Ecce Homo, over which there is a double 
window, separated by a column. Here Pilate 
brought the Lord forth to the people, saying,-— 
^ Behold the Man ! ' — (John xix, 6). 

(2.) “ The place where Christ turned round to 
the women, who followed him with their lament^ 
r~ ’ ♦ Carne. 
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iSoUBa^ tncwcd/ the teay» of bis cpuntrytneir, 
(tddiKfinej *them in the langna^ Of coneoktion ; 

B^ii^Kters 'oT Jcnisalcth, ^eep not for ine/-^(Luke 
xxlii. i{8|,) ^ WheT>e"tlie Virgin/witness'of the' try^ 
in^ scefpe; and overcome ^by the feelings of a mother^ 
fell into a swotoiu - . 

(3.) “Whore Christ, fAlIing down under the weight 
of the cross, the soldiers compelled l^nion the Oyre- 
nian to assist him; — ^(Luke xxiii. 26) ; it is marked 
out by the broken shaft of a column, just where the 
lower city terminates. 

(4.) “ The dwelling of Lazarus. 

(5.) “ Tlie dwelling of the rich man. 

(6.) “ The house from which Veronica, or Berenice, 
issued, to present our Lord with a handkerchief,' to 
wipe his bleeding brows. 

(7.) “ The gate of judgment, fonncrly the boun- 
dary of tlio city. • 

“ And Biially, Calvary, the scene of his crucfi- 
fixion/' 

The church, wliicli is regarded as marking the site 
of the Holy Sepulchre, in Dr. Clarke*s opinion, 
exhibits nowhere the slightest evidence which can 
entitle it to either of these appellations. He is^ 
therefore, disposed to believe, that tl>e crilcihxion 
took place upon the opposite summit, now called 
Mount Sion. 

Dr. Clarke says, in reference to another cavern : 
“There was one, which particularly attracted out 
notice, from its extraordinary coincidence with ail 
the circumstances attaching to the history of Oiir 
Saviour 8 tomb. The large stone which once closed 
-its mouth had been, perhaps for ages, rolled away. 
Stooping down to look into it, we observed within 
a fair sepulchre, containing a repository upon one 
side only for a single body : whereas, in mosf of the 
others, there were two, and in many of them more 
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ilian two. It is . placed ..^actly, ^posite. to 
wliicb is no vr waited Mount Sit^. ^As we^ lrie^iad' 
^the sepulchre, and ^read upoti-.tliespot the dc^sqriptioa 
^iv^a of Mary Magdalene ^pd the disciples coming 
in tlie morning,* it Was impossible to, divest ouv 
minis of the probability, that here might have be(‘n 
th^y identical tomb of Jesus Christ; and that ilp 
th^ steep, which led to it, after descending from the 
gate of the city*, the disciples strove together, t when 
/ John did out-run Peter, and came first to the 
sepulchre/’J 

“ On leaving the Church of the Holy" Sepulchre,” 
says Mons. la Martine, ‘‘ we followed the Via Dolo- 
rosa, of which M. dc Chateaubriand has given so 
poetical an itinerary. Here is nothing striking, 
nothing verified, nothing even probable. Tluined 
houses, of modern construction, are everywhere exhi- 
bited to the' pilgrims by the monks as incontostible 
vestiges of the various stations of Christ. The eye 
cannot even doubt; all confidence in these local 
traditions is annihilated beforehand by the history of 
the first years of Christianity, whore wo road that 
Jerusalem no longer retained one stone upon another, 
and that Christians were for many years exiled from 
the city. Some pools, and the tombs of her kings, 
are the only memorials Jerusalem retains of her past 
eventful story ; a few sites alone can be recognised—? 
as that of the Temple, indicated by its terraces, and 
now bearing the large and magnificent mosque of 
Omar al iSakara ; Mount Sion occupied by the 
Armenian convent, and the tomb of David ; and it 
is only with history in one’s hand, and with a doubts 
ing eye, that the greater part of these can be assigned 
with any degree of precision. Except the terraced 
walls in the valley of Jehoshaphat, no stone bears its 
date in its form or colour ; — all is in ashes, or all is 
• Jphn X 2 C, t t ^*1' V. 6, ih ^ 
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modern. The mind wanders in uncertainty over the 
horizon of the city, not knowing where to rest ; but 
the city itself, designated hy the circumscribed hill 
on which it stood^ by the different valleys which 
encircled it, and especially by the deep valley of 
Cedron, is a monument which no eye can mistake. 
There, truly, was Sion seated ; a singular and unfor- 
tunate site for the capital of a great nation. It is 
rather the natural fortress of a small people, driven 
from the earth, and taking refuge, with their God 
and their Temple, on a soil that none could have any 
interest in disputing with them ; on rocks which no 
roads can render accessible ; amidst valleys destitute 
of w’ater ; in a rough and sterile climate ; its only 
prospect mountains, calcined by the. eternal fires of 
volcanoes ; the mountains of Arabia and Jericho ; 
and an infectious lake, without shore or navigation-— 
the Dead Sea.** 

The Garden of Gethsemane * is, not without rea- 
son, shown as the scene of our Saviour s agony, the 
night before liis crucifixion, both from the circum- 
stance of the name it still retains, and its situation 
in regard to the city. Titus, it is true, cut down 
all the wood in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem ; and 
were this not the case, no reasonable person would 
regard it as a remnant of so remote an age, notwith- 
standing the story of the olive shown in the citadel 
of Athens, and supposed to hear date from the 
foundation of the city. But, as a spontaneous pro^ 
ducc, uninterruptedly resulting from the original 
growth of the mountain, it is impossible to view even 
those with indifFerenco. 

In the upper end of the garden is a naked ledge of 
rocks where Peter, James, and John slept. The 
exact limits of this, the most interesting and hallowed 
of all gardens, are not known, nor is it necessary to 
* Clarke. t Rebinson. 
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know tliem ; but as we read that “ Christ went forth 
with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where there 
was a garden" (John xviii. 1), and that this garden 
was in the Mount of Olives, “ we felt satisfied,” says 
Mr. Robinson, *‘that we stood on the ground whereon 
the Saviour had stood before ; and that the aged trees, 
which now afforded us shade, were the lineal de- 
scendants of those under which he often reposed ; 
but more particularly on the night of ‘bis ascent. 
The grot, to which he retired on this occasion, and 
where, “ falling down to the ground,” in the agony 
of his soul, and “ sweating, ’ as it were, “ great 
drops of blood,” he was comforted by an angel 
(Luke xxii. 43, 44), is still shown, and venerated 
as such. It is excavated in the live rock, and the de- 
scent to it is by a flight of rudely cut ste^ ; the form 
of the interior is circular, about fifteen Teet in dia- 
meter,* and the roof, which is supported by pilasters, 
perforated in the middle to admit light : there are 
some remains of sepulchres in the sides. 

The cave of Gethsemano is in the valley pf Jeho- 
shaphat : — ‘‘ It was to this cavern,” says La Martine, 
“ at the foot of the Mount of Olives, that Christ 
retired, according to tradition, to escape sometimes 
from the persecution of his enemies and the impor- 
tunities of his disciples; it was here he communed 
with his own divine reflections, and that he implored 
his Father, that the bitter cup that lie had filled for 
himself, and which we fill fur ourselves, should pass 
from his lips. It wms here that he enjoined his three 
disciples to watch and pray, the evening before his 
death, and not to sleep — and that three times he 
returned and awakened them, so prone is human 
zeal and charity to slumber. It ivas here he passed 
the terrible hours of his agony — the ineflable struggle 
between life and death — between instinct and will— 
between the soul that wishes to be free, and matter, 
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‘Which resists because of its blindness. It was herd 
he sweated blood and water, and that, weary of com- 
bating with himself, without obtaining that victory 
of his intellect, which would give peace to his 
thoughts, he uttered those words, which sum up all 
human godliness ; those words which arc become the 
wdsdom of the wise, and which ought to be the 
epitaph of every life, and the sole aspiration of every 
created being ; ‘ My father, not my will, but thine, 
be done ! ' ” 

The Valley of Jehoshaphat* was a deep and narrow 
Valley, enclosed on the north by barren heights, which 
contained the sepulchres of kings, shaded on the 
West by the heavy and gigantic walls of a pre- 
existing city ; covered at the east by the summit of 
the Mount of Olives, and crossed by a torrent which 
rolled its litter and yellow waves over the broken 
rocks of the valley of Jehoshaphat. At some paces 
distant, a black and bare rock detaches itself like a 
promontory from the base of the mountain, and, sus- 
pended over Cedron and the valley, bears severtal old 
tombs of kings and patriarchs, formed in gigantic 
and singular architecture, and strikes like the bridge 
of death over the valley of lamentations. 

The fountain of Siloamt rises about half way 
down Mount Sion, and gushes from beneath a little 
4irch, nearly ten feet below the surface, into a small 
pool about two feet deep ; this is quite open, and 
the rocky sides of the spot are cut smooth. On the 
south side a flight of steps leads down to it : the 
water is clear and cold, and flows down the mount 
into the valley beneath, to a considerable distance. 
At this stream the women of the city generally come 
to wash their linen ; and its banks are in some parts 
shaded with trces|. 

The Chu r ch of the Holy Sepulchre has the external 
* La Afartiuo. Carnc4 $ Id. 
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iippearance of a Roman Catholic church. Over the 
door is a bas-relief, executed in a style of sculpture 
which at first sight implies an antiquity higher than 
that of any Christian place of worship ; but, upon a 
nearer view, is recognized the history of the Messiah's 
entry into Jerusalem. Dr. Clarke is, therefore, dis- 
posed to think, that it offers an example of the first 
work in which Pagan sculptors represented a Chris- 
tian theme. The interior of this fabric is divided into 
two parts ; and in the anti-chapel is shown the mouth 
of what is called the sepulchre, the stone whereon 
the angel sat : this is a block of white marble*. 

The Stone of Unction is covered by a slab of po- 
lished marble in the floor of the entrance hall of the 
Holy Sepulchre. On this the body of Ciirist w'as 
washed, anointed, and prepared for the tomb. (St. 
John, xix. 39.) It is surrounded by a low rail ; 
and several rich lamps are hung suspended over it. 
Advancing a few paces to the left, we come into that 
part of the church, properly denominated the nave. 
It is an open space in the form of a circle, about 
thirty- five paces in diameter, and surrounded by six- 
teen pillars, supporting galleries, and covered in by a 
dome, not unlike that of the Pantheon at Rome. In 
the centre of this area, and immediately under the 
aperture through which the light is admitted, rises a 
• small oblong building of marble, twenty feet in 
length, by ten in breadth, and about fifteen feet in 
height, surmounted by a small cupola, standing 
upon columns ; this covers thc supposed site of the 
Saviour's tomb. It is approached by s|pps leading 
into an anti-room, or chapelt. 

The following account is given by Dr. Richard- 
son r— Having passed w Ain these sacred walls,” 
says he, “ the attention is first directed to a large flat 
stone in the floor, a little within the door ; it is snr- 

Tm. 
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rounded by a rail, and several lamps hang suspended 
over it. The pilgrims approach it on their knees, 
touch and kiss it, and, prostrating themselves before 
it, offer up their prayers in holy adoration. This is 
the stone, it is said, on which the body of our Lord 
was washed and anointed, and prepared for the tomb. 
Turning to the left, and proceeding a little forward, 
wo came into a round space immediately under the 
dome, surrounded witli sixteen large columns which 
support the gallery above. In the centre of this space 
stands the Holy Sepulchre ; it is enclosed in an 
oblong house, rounded at one end, with small arcades, 
or chapels for prayer, on the outside of it. Tliese aro 
for the Copts, the Abyssinians, the Syrian Maronites, 
and other ( Ihrlstians, who are not, like the Roman 
Catholics, the Greeks, and Armenians, provided with 
large chapels in the body of the church. At the 
other end it is squared off, and furnished with a plat- 
form in front, which is ascended by a flight of steps, 
having a small parapet wall of marble on each hand, 
and floored with the same material. In the middle 
of this small platform, stands a block of pol.ished mar- 
ble, about a foot and a half square ; on this' stone (it 
is said) sat the angel, who announced the blessed 
tidings of the resurrection to jVlary Magdalene, and 
Joanna, and Mary the mother of Jjtmes. Advanc- 
ing, and taking off our shoes and turbans at the 
desire of the keeper, be drew aside the curtain, and 
stepping down, and bending almost to the ground, we 
entered by a low narrow door into this mansion of 
victory, wli«re Christ triumphed over the grave, and 
disarmed Death of all his terrors. Here the mind 
looks on Him, who, though He knew no sin, yet en- 
tered the mansion of the dead ,to redeem us from 
death, and the prayers of a grateful heart ascend with 
a risen Saviour to the presence of God in heaven/' 
sap 
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inquire, perhaps, wliat my feelings were on entering 
this holy place ? I really cannot tell. So many re- 
flections rushed at once into my mind, that 1 was 
mijible to dwell upon any particular idea. 1 conti- 
nued near half an hour upon my knees, in the little 
chamber of the Holy Sepulchre, with my eyes riveted 
upon the stone, from which 1 hsid not the power to 
turn them. One of the two monks, who .accorapanied 
me, remained prostrate on the marble by my side ; 
while the other, with the Testament in his hand, read 
to me, by the light of the lamps, the passages relating 
to the sacred tomb. All I can say is, that when I 
beheld this triumphant sepulchre, 1 felt nothing 
but my own weakness; and that when my guide 
exclaimed, with St. Paul, ‘ O Death, where is thy 
victory ? O Grave, where is thy sting ? ' I listened, 
as if Death was about to reply, that ho was con- 
quered, and enchained in this monument* 

NO. XLV, — LACEDAEMON, OR SPARTA. 

IjELiiE, the first king of Laconia, began his reign 
about 1516 years before the Christian era. Tyn- 
darust, the nipth king of Lacedsemon, had, by Leda, 
Castor and Pollux, who were twins, besides Helena, 
and Clytomnrstra, the wife of Agamemnon, king of 
Myceiiuj. Having survived liis son, he began to 
think of choosing a successor, by looking out for a 
husband for his daughter Helena. All the pretenders 
to this princess bound themselves by oath, to abide 
by, and entirely submit to, the choice which the lady 
herself should make, who determined in favour of 
Menelaus. She had not lived above three years with 
her husband, before she was carried oif by Paris, son 

* Josephus; Tacitus; Piideaux; Rollio ; Stackhouse; Po» 
cocke ; D* Anville ; Gibbon ; Rees ; Brewster ; Clarke ; Eustace ; 
Chateaubriand : Buckingham ; Robinson ; La Martme : Came. 
t BoUin. 
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of Priam, king of the Trojans, which rape was the 
cause of the Trojan war. The Greeks took Troy 
after a siege of ten years, about the year of the world 
1!8^0, and 1184 before Christ. 

Eiglity years after the taking of this city, the 
Ileraclidse re-entered the Peloponnesus, and seized 
Lacedaemon ; when two brothers, Kurysthenes and 
Procles, sons of Aristodemus, began to reign toge- 
ther, and from their time the sceptre always continued 
jointly in the hands of tlie descendafits of those two 
families. 

Many years after this, Lyciirgus instituted that 
body of laws, which rendered both the legislati rj 
and the republic so famous in history : and since the 
constitution of Lycurgus seems to liave been the true 
groundwork of our owrt, we insert some few parti- 
culars in respect to it ; for the ruins of institutions 
are even more important subjects of contempljition 
than those of the walls in wliich they were engen- 
dered. The followirig account is taken from Hollin. 
We have not space, however, for the whole of his 
observations ; we shall . select, therefore, only the 
most important ones. Of all the institutions, made 
by Lycurgus, the most considerable was that of the 
senate ; which, by tempering and balancing the too 
absolute power of the kings by an authority of equal 
weight and influence with theirs, became the prin- 
cipal support and preservation of the state. For 
whereas, before, it was ever unsteady, and tending 
one while to tyranny, by the violent proceedings of 
the kings ; at other times towards democracy, by the 
excessive power of the people, the senate served as 
a kind of counterpoise to both ; which kept the state 
in a due equilibrium, and preserved it in a firm and 
steady situation ; the twenty-ei^ht senators, of which 
it consisted, siding with the king, when the people 
were aimihg at too much power ; and, on the other 
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hand, espousing the interests of the people whenever 
the kings attempted to carry their authority too far. 

Lycurgiis having thus tempered the government, 
those that came after him thought the power of the 
senate tpo absolute ; and, therefore, as a check upon 
them, they devised the authority of the Ephori. 
These were five in number, and remained but one 
year in (office. They were all chosen ^out. of the 
people, and in that respect considerably resembled 
the tribunes of the people among the Romans. Their 
authority extended to the arresting and imprisoning 
the persons of their kings. This institution began in 
the reign of Theopompus, whose wife reproached him, 
that he would leave his children the regal authority 
in a worse condition than he ha(hreceiYed it. “No!** 
said he, “ on the contrary^ I shall leave it them in a 
much better condition ; as it will be more permanent 
and lasting.’* The Spartan government then was not 
purely moiuu'chical. The nobility had a share in it, 
and the people were not excluded. Each part of this 
body politic, in proportion as it contributed to the 
public good, found in it their advantage. 

The second institution of LycJurgtis was the divi- 
sion of the lands, which he looked upon as absolutely 
necessary for establishing peace and good order in 
the commonwealth. The major part of the people 
were so poor, that they had not one inch of land of 
their own, whilst a small number of particular per- 
sons were possessed of all the lands and wealth of 
the country. In order to banish insolence, envy, 
fraud, luxury, and two other distempers of the state, 
still greater and more ancient than those, excessive 
poverty and excessive wealth, he persuaded the citi- 
zens to give up all their lands to the commonwealth, 
and to make a new division of them. 

This scheme, as extraordinary as it was, was im- 
mediately executed. Lycurgus divided the lands of 
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Laconia into thirty thousand parts, which he distri > 
buted among an equal number of citizens. It is said 
that, some years after, as Lycurgus was retitrning 
from a long journey, and passing tlirough the lands 
of Laconia, in the time of harvest, and obse:i^ving,.as 
he wont along, the perfect equality of the reaped 
com, he turned towards those who were with him, 
and said smilingly, Does not Laconia look like the 
possession of several brothers, who have just been 
dividing their inheritance among them ?” 

After having divided their immoveables, he under- 
took likewise to make the same equal division of all 
their moveable goods and chattels, that he might 
utterly banish all manner of equality from among 
them. But perceiving that this would go against 
the grain, if he went openly about it, he endeavoured 
to effect it by sapping the very foundations of ava- 
rice. For first ho cried down all gold and silver 
money, and ordained that no other should be current 
than that of iron; which he made so very heavy, and 
fixed at so low a rate, that a cart and two oxen were 
necessary to carry home a sum of ten minas (about 
20^.), and a whole Chamber to keep it in. 

Being desirous to make a yet more effectual war 
upon luxury, and utterly to extirpate the love of 
riches, Lycurgus made a third regulation, which 
was that of public^ meals. That he might entirely 
suppress all the magnificence and extravagance of 
expensive tables, he ordained, that all the citizens 
should eat together of the same common victuals, 
which the law prescribed, and expressly forbade all 
private eating at their own houses. The tables 
consisted of about fifteen persons each ; where none 
could be admitted but with the consent of the whole 
company. Each person furnished, every mouthy a 
bushel of flour, eight measures of wine, five pounds 
of cheese, two and a half pounds of figs, and a small 
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sum of money for preparing and cooking the food. 
The very children Jite at these public tables, and 
were carried thither as to a school of wisdom and 
temperance. Nay, they were sure to see nothing 
but what tended to their instruction and entertain- 
ment. The conversation was often enlivened with in- 
genious and sprightly raillery, but never intermingled 
with any thing vulgar or shocking ; and if their jest- 
ing seemed to make any person uneasy, they never 
proceeded any farther. Here their children were 
likewise trained up, and accustomed to great secrecy ; 
08 soon as a young man came into the dining-room, 
the oldest of the company used to say to him, point- 
ing to the door, “ Nothing spoken hero must ever go 
out there.” 

Lycurgus looked upon the education of youth as 
the greatest and most important object of a legis- 
lator s care. His grand principle was, that children 
belonged more to the state than to their parents ; 
and,, therefore, he would not have them brought up 
according to their humours and fancies; he would 
have the state intrusted with the general care of their 
education, in order to have them formed upon cor- 
rect and uniform principles, which might inspire 
them betimes with the love of virtue and of their 
country. 

The most usual occupation of the Lacedasmonians 
was hunting, and other bodily exercises. They were 
forbidden to exercise any mechanic art : the Elotie, 
a sort of slaves, tilled their land for them ; for which 
they were paid a certain revenue by way of wa^s. 
Lycurgus would have his citizens enjoy a great aeal 
of letsare: they had common halls, where the people 
used to meet to converse together ; and though their 
^courses chiefly turned upon grave and serious 
tq»€S, yet they seasoned them with a mixture of 
wit and facetious humour, both agreeable and in* 
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structive. They passed little of their time alone; 
being accustomed to live like bees, always together, 
always about their chiefs and leaders. The love of 
their country and of the public good was their pre- 
dominant passion; and they did not imagine they 
belonged to themselves but to their country. 

The end Lycurgus proposed was the public hap- 
piness : convinced that the happiness of a city, like 
that of a privjite person, depends upon virtue, and 
upon being well within himself. lie regulated La- 
cedasmon so as it might always suffice to its own 
happiness, and act upon principles of wisdom and 
equity. From thence arose that universal esteem of 
the neighbouring people, and oven of strjingers, for 
the Lacedaemonians, who asked them neither money, 
ships, nor troops; but only that they should lend 
them a Lacedaemonian to command their armies; 
and when they had obtained their request, they paid 
him certain obedienoe, with every kind of honour 
and respect. 

There were a multitude of other regulations, some 
of which were, doubtless, of a very imperfect tend- 
ency ; but it is certain that the declension of Sparta 
began with the violation of Lycurgus's laws. No 
sooner had the ambition of reigning over all Greece 
inspired them with the design of having naval armies 
and foreign troops, and that money was necessary for 
the support of those forces, than Lacedaemon, forget- 
ting her ancient maxims, saw herself reduced to have 
recourse to the Barbarians, which, till then, she bad 
detested, and basely to betray her court to the kings 
of Persia, whom she had formerly vanquished with 
so much glory ; and that only to draw from them 
some aids of money and troops against their own 
brethren; that is to say, against people bom. and 
settled in Greece, ‘like themselves. Thus had they 
the imprudence and misfortune to recal, with gold 
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And silver, all the vices and crimes which the iron 
money had banished ; and to prepare the way to tlie 
changes which ensued, and were the causes of their 
ruin. And this infinitely exalts the wisdom of Ly- 
curgus, in having foreseen at such a distance what 
might strike at the happiness of his citizens, and 
provided salutary remedies against it in the form 
of government he established at Lacedmmon. 

Ancient Sparta is thus described by Polybius : — 
‘‘ It is of a circular form, and forty-eight stadia in 
circumference, situated in a plain, but containing some 
rough places aud eminences. The Eurotas flows to 
the east, and the copiousness of its waters renders it 
too deep to be forded during the greater part of the 
year. The hills, on which the Menelaion .is situated, 
are on the south-east of the city, on the opposite side 
of the river. They are rugged, difliciilt of ascent, 
and throw their shadows over the space which is 
between the city and the Eurotas. The river flows 
close to the foot of the hills, which are not above a 
stadium and a half from the city." Its former 
condition is thus described by Anacharsis : — The 
houses at Lacedmmon are small, and without oma* 
ment. Halls and porticos have been erected, to 
which the citizens resort to converse together, or 
transact business. On the south side of the city is 
the hippodromus, or course for foot and horse races ; 
and at a little distance from that, the platanistas, 
or place of exercise for youth, shaded by beau- 
tiful plane-trees, and inclosed’ by the Eurotas on 
one side, a small river which falls into it, and a 
canal, by which they communicate, on the other. 
It is entered by two bridges, on one of which is 
the statue of Hercules, or ‘ All-snbduing Force 
and on the other that of Lycurgus, or ‘ All-regulating 
Law.* " . 
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In what condition is this celebrated city at present? 

Passing over the Eurotas,” says Mr. Dodwell, ‘‘we 
viewed the first remains of the Lacediemonian capital, 
now called Palaio-Kastro, consisting of uncertain 
traces and heaps of large stones, tossed about in a 
sort of promiscuous wreck. In a few minutes wo 
reached the theatre, w'hich is of^large dimensions. 
The Koilon is excavated in the hill, which rose 
nearly in the middle of the city, and which sj^rved 
as an Acropolis. The theatre appears of Boihan 
construction, and the walls of the proscenium are 
principally of brick. The white marble, of which, 
Pausanias says, it was composed, has disappeared. 
Near the theatre are the remains of a Roman brick 
tower. Sparta was originally without walls, and 
Lycurgus prohibited their erection. Justin asserts 
that the Spartans first surrounded their capital with 
walls, when Cassander entered the Peloponnesus ; 
according to Livy, they were built by the tyrant ; 
and Plutarch says they were destroyed by Philopoe- 
men. Pausanias assorts, that the walls w^ere con- 
structed with precipitate haste, when Demetrius and 
Pyrrhus besieged Sparta. They were afterwards 
strongly fortified by the tyrant Nabis, and destroyed 
by tho. Achaeans, by whom, it appears, they were 
afterwards rebuilt. 

A fine sepulchral chamber, of a square form, 
regularly constructed with large blocks, is situated 
nearly opposite tho theatre, and a short distancei 
fi*om it. It has been opened, and the interior is 
found to be composed of brick-work. Many oth^ 
ruins are dispersed in this direction,. some of which 
are of Roman origin. They appear to have suffered 
more frofn sudden violence than from gradual decay ; 
and have, no doubt, been tom to pieces to supply 
materials for the modem town of Misithra. . Several 
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inscriptions have also been found. From all this, it 
will appear, that Cliateauhriand is not quite correct, 
when ho asserts, that “ Sparta is occupied by the 
single hut of a goat-herd, whose wealth consists in 
the crop, that grows upon the graves of Agis and 
Agesilaus.” * 

NOJf^LVI. — LAODICEA, , 

This city was long an inconsiderable place ; but it 
increased towards the age of Augustus. The fertility 
of the soil, and the good fortune of some of its citizens, 
raised it to greatness. Several persons bequeathed 
large sums to it ; amongst whom may be particularly 
mentioned, Iliero, Zeno the rhetorician, and Polemo 
his son. The first bequeathed it no less than 2000 
talents. 

In ancient times Laodicea collected a very consider** 
able revenue from its flocks of sheep, celebrated for 
the fineness of their wool. “ Under the reign of the 
Caisars,” says an elegant writer, “ the proper Asia 
alone contained five hundred populous cities, enriched 
with all the gifts of nature, and adorned with all the 
refinements of art. Eleven cities of Asia had once 
disputed the honour of dedicating a temple to Tiberius, 
and their respective merits were examined by the 
senate. Four of them were immediately rejected, as 
imequal to the burthen; and among these was 
Laodicea, whoso splendour is still displayed in its 
ruins, and had received, a little before the contest, 
a legacy of above 400,000/. by the testament of a 
generous citizen. If such was the poverty of 
Laodicea, what must have been the wealth of those 
cities whose pretensions were admitted ? " 

It was first called Ramitha ; hut being, in process 
of time, greatly embellished by Seleucus Nicator, he 

* Polybius; Plutarch; Rollin; Titler; Barthclemy; Chateaubri- 
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took advantage of his l)enofaction, and called it 
Laodicea in honour of his mother. Cassar afterwards 
named it eJuliopolis. It was in process of time 
included in the empire of Saladin, con<fuered by 
Sultan Selim, and not long after nearly destroyed by 
an earthquake. 

It was rebuilt by a Turkish -^a. It is thus a 
curiosity in its way,” says a Kench Geography, 
“ being indebted for its revival to a race of people who 
usually confine their exertions to the work of destruc- 
tion.” 

Tlie ruins of this city have been described by 
several travellers. We shall select the details left by 
Dr. Chandler and Mr. Kinneir. The first ruin, says 
the former, is the remains of an amphitheatre, of an 
oblong form, the area of which isjabout one thousand 
feet in extent, with many seats "li<&|ljning. At the 
west end is a wide vaulted about one 
hundred and forty Icet long^ dlH«i^d for the hori»es 
and chariots ; near it is an arcl^with an inscription 
on the mouldings, in large Greek characters, “ To 
the Emperor Titus Casar Augustus VespasianySelKsn 
times consul^ son of the Emperor^ the God^ Vespasian; 
and to the people^** Sre, 

By another ruin is a pedestal, with an inscription ; 
‘‘ The senate and people ham honoured Tatia^ daughter 
of Nicostratus^ son of Pericles^ a new heroine^ both 
on account of the magistrewg and ministries and 
public works of her father ^ and on account of her 
great uncle^ Nicostratus^ who lately^ besides his other 
benefactions^ was priest of the city^ and changed the 
stadium into an amphitheatrer 

On the north side of the amphitheatre is the ruin 
of an ample edifice. In consists of many piers, and 
arches of stone, with pedestals and marble fragments. 
On the west side lies a large stone with an inscription ; 
The city “ has exalted Ased^ a man of sancUty and 
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piety ^ recorder for life ; ^ account of the cervices he 
has performed to hisk country.** 

There are remains also of an Odeum. The seats 
remain fh the side of the hill. The whole was of 
marble. The proscenium lies a cOnfused heap of 
ruins. Sculpture had been lavished upon it, and the 
style savoured less of Grecian taste than of Homan 
magnificence. 'V. 

Beyond the Odeum are seen some marble arches, 

. of, it is supposed, a gymnasium. Westward are three 
other marble arches, crossing a dry valley, as a 
bridge. There are also traces of the city walls, with 
broken columns and pieces^bf marble. Within, the 
whole sui'fdce is filled with pedestals and columns. 

According to Mr. Kinneir, the greatest ornament 
is a triumphal arched structure, of a square plan, 
between thirty and forty feet in height, and encircled 
near the top with a handsome entablature. The 
arches, four in number, are in the Roman style of 
architecture, supposed to have been erected in ho- 
nour of Caesar, the patron of the city ; or Germanicus, 
wht) died at Daphne, and was greatly beloved by 
the Syrians. The comers are adorned with hand* 
some pilasters of the Corinthian order, and one of its 
fronts exhibits a basso-relievo with martial instru- 
ments ; hence anothef traveller is inclined to suppose 
that it formed part of a temple dedicated to Mars. 
At no great distance from this, stands a mosque, 
evidently built from the ruins of another ancient 
edifice, of which several columns of a portico still 
stand ; and amidst rocks and crags along the sea- 
shore may be observed a prodigious number of small 
catacombs, Dr. Shaw mentions several rows of 
porphyry and granite pillars. 

We cannnot close this account without citing what 
has been recently said of the inhabitants and envi- 
rons of this city ; — The environs of Ledikea having. 
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many olive grounds, gardes, little country retreats, 
and places of pleasure, the inhabitants are all fond 
of rural recreation ; and those who cannot find time 
for a longer excursion, seat themselves along the sides 
of the public ro^s, both in the morning and in the 
evening, to enjoy the freshness of the air, and, as 
they themselves say, to lengthen out their days by 
delight^^" 

NO. XLVII. — LEUCTRA, 

Tins city (in Boeotia) is famous for having been 
the scene of a great battle between the Thebans and 
the Lacedaemonians, July 8, d. c. «371. 

The two armies were very unequal in numbert. 
That of the Lacedeemonians consisted of twenty-four 
thousand foot, and sixteen hundred horse. The The - 
bans had only six thousand foot, and four hundred 
horse ; but all of them choice troops, animated by 
their experience of the war, and determined to con- 
quer or die. The Lacedeemonian cavalry, composed 
of men picked up by chance, without valour, and ill 
disciplined, was as much inferior to their enemieiF in 
courage as superior in number. Tho infantry could 
not be depended on, except the Lacedaemonians ; their 
allies having engaged in the war with reluctance, 
because they did not approve^the motive of it, and 
were besides dissatisfied with the Lacedeemonians. 

Upon the day of battle, the two armies drew up 
on a plain. Cleombrotus was upon the right, con-> 
sisting of Lacedaomonians, on whom he confided most. 
To take the advantage which his superiority of horse 
gave him in an open country, he posted them in the 
front of the Lacedaemonians. Archidamus, Agesilaus* 
son, was at the head of the allies, who fonned the 
left wing. 

* Shaw ; Chandler ; Rinneir ; Multe-Brun ; Buckingham ; 
Porter. t Rolliii. 
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The action began by the cavalry. As that of the The- 
bans were better mounted, and braver troops than the 
Lacedsenionian horse, the latter were not long Soforo 
they were broke, and driven upon the infantry, which 
they put into some confusion. KpamiAondas following 
hib horse close, marched swiftly up to Cleombrotus, 
cand fell upon his phalanx with all^the weight of his 
heavy battalion. The latter, to make a diversion, 
detached a body of troops with orders to take Epami- 
nondas in Hank, and to surround him. Pelopidas, 
upon the sight of that movement, advanced with in- 
credible speed and boldness at the head of the second 
battalion to prevent the enemy s design, and flanked 
Cleombrotus himself, who, by that sudden and unex- 
pected attack, was put into disorder. The battle was 
very rude and obstinate; and whilst Cleombrotus 
could act, the victory continued in suspense, and de- 
clared for neither party. When he fell dead with his 
wounds, the Thebans, to complete the victory, and 
the Lacedaemonians, to avoid the shame of abandoning 
the body of their king, redoubled their efforts, and a 
great slaughter ensued on both sides^ The Spartans 
fought with so much fury about the body, that at 
length they gained their point, and carried it off. 
Animated by so glorious an advantage, they prepared 
to return to the charge, which would perhaps have 
proved successful, had the allies seconded their ardour. 
But the left wing, seeing the Lacedaemonian phalanx 
had been broke, and believing all lost, especially 
when they heard that the king was dead, took to 
flight, and drew off the rest of the army along with 
them. Epaminondas followed them vigorously, and 
killed a gieat number in the pursuit. The Thebans 
remained masters of the field of battle, erected a tro- 
phy, and permitted the enemy to bury their dead. 

The Lamsemonians had never received such a 



412 RUIN^.OF ANCIENT CITIES. 

blow. The most bloody defeats till then had scarce 
over cost them more than foui^or five hundred of their 
citizdhs. They had been seen, however, animated, 
or rather violently incensed against several hundred 
of their citizens, who had suffered themselves to 
be shut up in the little island of Sphactcria. Here they 
lost four thousand men, of whom one thousand were 
Lacediemonians, and four hundred Spartans, out of 
seven hundred who were in the battle. The Thebans 
had only three hundred men killed ; among whom 
were few of their citizens. 

The city of Sparta celebrated at tliat time the 
gymnastic games, and was full of strangers, whom 
curiosity had brought thither. When the couriers 
arrived from Leuctra with the terrible news of their 
defeat, the Ephori, though perfectly sensible of all 
the consequences, and that the Spartan empire had 
received a mortal wound, would not permit the repre- 
sentations of the theatre to be suspended, nor any 
changes in the celebration of the festival. They sent 
to every family the names of their relations who 
were killed, and stayed in the theatre to see that the 
dances and games were continued without inter- 
ruption to the end. 

The next day in the morning, the loss of each 
family being known, the fathers and relations of those 
who had died in the battle, met in the public place, 
and saluted and embraced each other with great joy 
and serenity in their looks ; whilst the others kept 
themselves close in their houses; or, if necessity 
obliged them to go abroad, it was with a sadness 
and dejection of aspect, which sensibly expressed 
their profound anguish and affliction. That difference 
was still more remarkable in the women. Grief, 
silence, tears, distinguished those who expected the 
return of their sons ; hut such as had lost tht^ir sons 
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were seen hurrying to the temples, to thank the gods, 
and congratulating each other upon their glory and 
good fortune 

All that remains of this city, so celebrated and so 
universally known by the battle just described, 
and in which '"the Lacedmmonians forfeited for ever 
the empire of Greece, after possessing it for three 
centuries, are a few remains near the village of Para- 
pongi, and a few blocks of stone t. 

NO. XLVIII. MAGNESIA. 

This city, situate on the Maeandcr, about fifteen 
miles s. E. of Ephesus, was founded by a colony from 
Magnesia in Thrace, united with the Cretans. It 
was one of the cities given to Theinistoclcs by the 
king of Persia. The Turks call it “ Guzel- Ilisar,” 
or the beautiful castle. 

A great battle was fought here between the 
Romans and Antioclius, king of Syria. The forces 
of the former consisted of thirty thousand men ; those 
of Antiochus to seventy thousand foot and twelve 
thousand horse. The Syrians lost fifty thousand 
foot and four thousand horse ; and the Romans only 
three hundred foot and twenty-five horse. This dis- 
proportion of loss, however, is incredible. 

Magnesia is rendered remarkable by the circum- 
stance of its having been, as we have before stated, 
the place assigned by Artaxerxes for the residence of 
Themistocles. The whole* revenues of the city, as 
well as those of Lampsacus and Myuntc, were settled 
upon him j;. One of the cities was to furnish him 
with bread, another with wine, and a third with 
other provisions §. 

The t emple of Diana at Magnesia was constructed 

* Rollin, • 'I* Tunier, 

X Those of Magnesia amounted to fifty 'taleata every year, a 
sum equivalent to 1 1 ,250/. sterling. 

$ Such vias the custom of the ancient kings of tlie Rist. Instead 
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under the direction of Hermogenes, of whom Vitru- 
vius speaks with great veneration. 

The situation of Magnesia,” says Pococke, “ is 
delightful ; for it commands a view of the fine plain 
of the Masander, which is broad towards the west. 
Tho view extends to the sea, and from the height I 
saw the Agathonisa islands, which are near Patmos. 
Mount Thorax to the north is covered with snow. 
What adds to the prospect, is a most beautiful in- 
closed country to the south and west, and the fields 
are planted with the fig and almond trees. The 
modem city, also, adds to the beauty of tho view ; 
which being large, and there being courts and gardens 
to the houses, improved by cypress and orange trees, 
and some of the streets planted with trees, it makes 
it appear like a city in a wood.'' 

Chandler visited this place in 1774. According to 
him, Magnesia surrendered to the Romans imme- 
diately after the decisive battld between Scipio and 
Antiochus. It was a free city in ihe time of Tibe- 
rius. It was selected as a place of security, in 1803, 
by the Emperor Michael, who at length was com- 
pelled to escape from it in the night. In 1313 it 
ranked among the acquisitions of Sarkhan, afterwards 
sultan of Ionia. In 1443, Amurath II. selected it 
as a place of retreat, when he resigned his empire to 
his son Mahomet II. 

There arc signs of many great buildings all over 
the city ; but tliey are ruined in such a manner, that^ 
except two or three, it is difiicult to judge of what 
nature they were. Pococke speaks, however, of there 
having been in his time very great ruins to the east, 

of settling pensions on persons they rewarded, they gare them 
cities, and sometimes e^en provinces, which, under the name of 
bread, wine, Ac., were to furnish them abundantly with all things 
necessary for supporting, in a magnificent manner, their fi^mily^aud 
equipage. — Rollim. 
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which appeared to bo remains of some magnificent 
large palace.” On the north, too, he observed the 
ruins of a very granrf tcmplo, which he thinks must 
have belonged to that of Diana Leucophryne, the 
largest in Asia after the temples, of Ephesus and 
Didymi ; and though it yielded to that of Ephesus in 
its riches, yet it exceeded it in its proportions, and in 
the cxquisiteness of its architecture. 

In the Ionic temple* at Magnesia, designed by 
that Hermogenes "whose merits are highly extolled 
by Vitruvius, the general dimensions are the same as 
the dipteros ; but having, in order to obtain free 
space under the flank porticoes, omitted the inner 
range of columns, he thereby established the pseudo- 
dipteros ; but unless he continued the wooden beams 
of the roof over the increased space, this mode was 
impracticable, unless when the quarries afforded 
marble of very large dimensions. 

A Persian writer says of this place “ It is 
situated at the sl|^rt of a mountain ; and its. running 
stresims afford water of the utmost purity ; and its 
air, even in winter, is more delightful tliaii the breath 
of springt.” 


XLIX. — MANTINEA, 

A CITY of the Peloponnesus, well known for a 
famous battle fought near it between the Lac^asmo- 
nians and Thebans. The Greeks had never fought 
among themselves with more numerous armies. The 
Laeedeemonians consisted of twenty thousand foot, 
and two thousand horse ; the Thebans of thirty thou- 
sand foot, and three thousand horse.. 

The Theban general, Epaminondos, marched in the 
same order of battle in which he intended to fight, 
that he might not be obliged, when he came up with 

• , * -Civil Architecture, 617. 

t Pocockc ; Chandler ; Encycl. Metrop. - 
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the enemy, lose, in the disposHidp af Ids fthny, 
a time wliicli cannot be too u^tich sived' in i^f^t 
enterprises *. , 

lie did not inarch directly, and with liis front ip 
the enemy, but in a column upon the hills, with his 
left wing foremost, as if he did not intend to 6ght 
that day. When he was over against them at a 
quarter of a league’s distance, ho made his troops 
halt and lay down their arms, as if he designed 'to 
encamp there. The enemy in effect were deceived by 
that stand ; and reckoning no longer upon a battle, 
they quitt^ their arms, dispersed themselves about 
the eamp, and suffered that ardour to extinguish, 
which the near approach of a battle is wont to kindle 
in the hearts of the soldiers. Epaminondas, how- 
ever, by suddenly wheeling his troops to the 'right, 
having^changed his column into a line, and having 
drawn Wt the choicest troops, whom hp had ex- 
pressly posted in front upon his inarch, he made them 
double their files upon the front o%}iis left wing, to 
add to its strength, and to put it into a condition to 
attack in a point the Lacedaemonian phalanx, which, 
by the movement he had made, faced it directly. 

He expected to decide the victory by that body of 
chosen troops which he commanded in person, and 
which he had formed in a column to attack the enemy 
in a point like a galley, says Xenophon. He assured 
himself, that if he could penetrate the Lacedmmonian 
]^halanx, in which the enemy’s principal force con- 
sisted, he should not find it difficult to rout the rest 
of their army, by charging upon the right and left. 

After having;^ disposed his whole army in this 
manner, he moved on to charge the enemy with the 
whole weight of his column. They were strangely 
surprised when they saw Epaminondas advan^ to- 
wards them in this order, and resi^med their arms, 
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biftdtejd' .horses^ and made all tlte haste they 
cquldW Iheir -ranks: 

Wh&t Epaminondas marched against tlie enemy, 
the cavalry that covered his flank on the left, the 
hest ak that time in Greece, entirely composed of 
Thebans and Thessalians, had orders to attack the 
enemy's horse/ The Theban general, whom nothing 
escaped,, had artfully bestowed bowmen, slingers and 
dartmen, in the intervals of his horse, in order to 
begin the disorder of the enemy's cavalry, by a pre- 
vious discharge of a shower of arrows, stones, and 
javelius, upon them. The other arfliy had neglected 
to take the same precaution, and had made another 
fault, not less considerable, in giving as much depth 
to the squadrons as if they had been a phalanx. By 
this means their horse were incapable of supporting 
long the charge of the Thebans. After havi^ made 
several ineflectual attacks with great loss, tl]% were 
obliged to retire behind their infantry. 

In the mean time, Epaminondas, with his body of 
foot, had charged the Lacedaemonian phalanx. The 
troops fought on both sides with incredible ardour ; 
both the Thebans and Lacedmmoiiians being resolved 
to perish rather than yield the glory of arms to their, 
rivals. They began by fighting with the spear ; and 
those first arms being soon broken in the fury of the 
combat, they charged each other sword in hand. The 
resistance was equally obstinate, and the slaughter 
very great on both sides. 

The furious slaughter on both sides having conti-: 
nued a great while without the victory's inclining to 
either, Epaminondas,. to force it to j^eclare for him, 
tlK>ught it his duty to make an extraordinary efifort 
in .person, without regard to the danger.of his owja 
life. He formed, th^fore, a treop of the hraveat 
and. most determined about him, and putting himself' 
at the head of them, he mi^e a vigorousi^harge upon 

'voL. I. be 
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tlie enemy,- where the battle was most warm, and 
wounded the general of the La^cdsemonians with the 
first javelin ho threw. Ilia troop, by his example, 
having wounded or killed all that stood in their way, 
broke and penetrated the phalanx. The gross of the 
Theban troops, animated by their general s example 
and success, drove back the enemy upon his right and 
loft, and made a gi-eat slaughter of them. But some 
troops of the Spartans, perceiving that Epaminondas 
abandoned himself too much to his ardour, suddenly 
rallied, and returning to the fight, charged him with 
a shower of javelins. Whilst ho kept off part of 
tliose' darts, sliunncd some of them, fenced off others, 
and was figlitiiig with the most heroic valour, to 
assure the victory to his army, a Spartan, named 
Callicrates, gave him a mortal wound with a javelin 
in the breast across his cuirass. The wood 6f the 
javelin being broken off, and the iron head continuing 
in the wound, the torment was insupportable, and 
he fell immediately. The battle began around him 
with new fury; the one side using their utmost 
endeavours to take him alive, and the other to save 
him. The Thebans gained their point at last, and 
carried him off, After having put the enemy to flight. 

Epaminondas was carried into the camp. The 
surgeons, after having examined the w*ound, declared 
that he would expire as soon as the head of the dart 
was drawn out of it. Those words gave all that were 
present the utmost sorrow and affliction, who were 
inconsolable on seeing so great a^ man about to die, 
mid to die without issue. For him, the only concern 
he expressed, was about his arms, and the success of 
the battle.. Whoa they showed him liis shield, and 
assured him that the Thebans had gained the victory ; 
turning towards his friends with a calm and serene 
air ; Do not regard," aaid ho, '‘ this day as the end 
of my life, but as the beginning of my happiness, and 
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the completion of iny glory. I leave Thebes triumph- 
ant, proud Sparta l^imblcd, and Greece delivered 
from the yoke of servitude. For the rest, I do not 
reckon that I die without issue; Leuctra and Man- 
tinea are two illustrious daughters, that will not fail 
to keep my name alive, and to transmit it to posterity.” 
Having spoken to this effect, he drew the h'bad of the 
javelin out of his wound, and expired. 

Mantinca is also famous for another great battle, 
vi74., that between Pliilopocmen and IVlachanidas, 
tyrant of Sparta*. The time for beginning the battle 
approaching and the enemy in view, Philopoeinen, 
flying up and down the ranks of the infantry, en- 
couraged his men in few but very strong expressions. 
Most of them were even not heard ; but he was so 
dear to bis soldiers, and they reposed such confidence 
in him, that they wanted no exhortations to fight 
with incredible atdour. In a kind of transport they 
animated their general, and pressed him to lead them 
on to battle. 

Machanidas marched his infantry in a kind of 
column, as if he intended to begin the battle by charg- 
ing tlie right wing ; but when he was advanced to a 
proper distance, he on a sadden made his infantry 
wheel about, in order that it might extend to his 
right, and make a front equal to the left of the 
Achmans ; and, to cover it, he caused all the chariots 
laden with’ catapults? to advance forward.' Philopoe- 
men plainly saw that his intention was to break his 
infantry, by overwhelming it with darts and stones : 
however, he did not give him time for, it. The first 
charge was very furious. The light-armed soldiers 
advancing a little after to sustain tlim,Jn a moment 
the foreign troops were universally engaged on botlt 
sides ; and, as in this attack they f<9ught man to man; 
the battle was & long time donbtfm; At last the 
' T" RoUift; " 

E B 2 
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foreignm in tke tyrant’s army had the advantage ; 
their numbers and dexterity, acquired by experience, 
giving them the superiority. The Illyrians and 
cuirassiers, who sustained the foreign soldiers in Fhi- 
loposmen’s army, could not withstand so furious a 
charge. They were entirely broken, and fled with the 
utmost precipitation towards Mantinea, about a mile 
from the field of battle. 

Philopoemen seemed now lost to all hopes. “ On 
this occasion/' says Polybius, “ appeared the truth of. 
a maxim, which cannot reasonably be contested, That 
the events of war are generally successful or unfor- 
tunate, only in proportion to the skill or ignorance of 
the generals who command in them. Philopoenien, so 
far from desponding at the ill success of the first 
charge, or being in confusion, was solely intent upon 
taking advantage of the en’ors which the enemy 
might commit.” Accordingly, they wore guifty of a 
great one. Machanidas, after the left wing was 
routed, instead of improving that advantage, by 
charging in front that instant with his infantry the 
centre of that of the enemies, and taking it at the 
same time in flank with his victorious wing, and 
thereby terminating the whole affair, suffers himself, 
like a young man, to be hurried away by the fire and 
impetuosity of his soldiers, and pursues, without order 
or discipline, those who were flying. 

Philopoemen, who had retired to his infantry in 
the centre, takes the first cohorts, comianandsthemto 
wheel to the left, and at their head roarclies and seizes 
the post which Machanidas had abandoned. By this 
mpvement he divided the. centre of the enemies' 
infantry from hipt right wing. He then commanded 
these cohorts to stay in the post they had just seized, 
till fiucther otdersr; and at the same time dirtied a 
Megalapolitan to rally all the Illyrians, cuirassiers, 
Slid foreigners, who, without quittbg tbsir rdnks, and 
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flying as the rest had done, had drawh off, to avoid 
the fury of the conqueror ; and with these forces to 
post himself on the flank of the infantry in his centre, 
to check the enemy in their return from the pursuit. 

This Megalapolitan was named Polyinus ; but not 
the historian, as many writers have imagined. 

The Lacedeemonian infantry, elated witK the first 
success of their wing, without waiting for the signal, 
advanced with their pikes low'ered towards the 
Aohasans, as far as the brink of the ditch.'- This was the 
dqpisive point of time for which Philopcemen had long 
waited, and thereupon ho ordered the charge to be 
sounded, llis troops levelling their pikes, fell with 
dreadful shouts on the Lacedemonians. These, who 
at their descending into tho ditch, had broken their 
ranks, no sooner saw the enemy above them, but 
immediately fled. 

To complete the glory of this action, the business 
now was to prevent the tyrant from escaping the 
conqueror. This was Philopcemen’s only object. 
Machanidas, on his return, perceived that hia army 
fled ; when, being sensible of his error, he endeavoured, 
but in vain, to force his way through the Achseans. 
His troops, perceiving that the enemy w’ere matters 
of the bridge which lay over the ditch, were quite 
dispirited, and endeavoured to save themselves as 'well 
as they could. Machanidas himself, flnding it impos- 
sible to pass the bridge, hurried along the side of the 
ditch, in order to find a place for getting over It. 
Philopcemen know him by his purple mantle, and the 
trappings of his horse ; so he passed the ditch, in order 
to stop the tyrant. . The latter having found a part of 
the ditch which might easily bo croesed, clapped spurs 
to his horse, and sprang forward in order to leapoter. 
That very instant Philopcemen threw bis javelin at 
hirO, which laid him dead in the ditch. The tyrant's 
head being struck off, and carried from rank to rank, 
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gave new coitrageto the victorious Ackseans. They 
pursued the fugitives with incredible ardour as far as 
Tegea, entered the city with them, and, being now 
masters of the field, the very next day they encamped 
on the banks of the Eurotas. The Achseans did not 
lose many men in this battle, but the Lacedemonians 
lost four thousand, without including the prisoners, 
who Were still more numerous. ' The baggage and 
arms were also taken by the Acheeans. 

The conquerors, struck with admiration at the 
conduct of their general, to whom the victory was 
entirely owing, erected a brazen statue to him in the 
same attitude in which he had killed the tyrant ; 
which statue they afterwards placed in the temple 
of Apollo at Delphos. 

Mantinea* was richly decorated with public edi- 
fices.. It had eight temples, besides a theatre, a sta- 
dium, and hippodrome, and several other monuments ; 
many of whidi are enumerated by Pausanias. 

Some imperfect remains of the theatre are still 
visible ; the walls of which resemble those round the 
town. But none of the sites of the temples or of 
the other structures can be identified ; and eyery- 
thing, except the walls which enclose the city,- is in 
a state of total dilapidation. 

These walls were composed of unbaked bricks, which 
resisted, even better than stone, the impulse of war- 
like engines ; but were not proof against the effects of 
water* For ore of the kings of Spi^a, forming a ditch 
round the town, and carrying the river Ophis to flpw 
into it, dissolved the fabric of the walls. They en- 
close a circle, in which the city stood. They are 
fortified with towers, most of which are square ; 
others are of circular forms. ^The whole exhibits an 
interesting and vdty perfect example of Grecian 
f^jfication. There were eight gates ; not one otwhich,, 
i’bodireil. 
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however, retains its linteh The walls are surrounded 
by a fosse, which is s^ill supplied by the Ophis*. 

NO. L — MARATHON. 

Marathon, which was originally one of the four 
cities, founded by an Attic king, who gave it his 
name, is now little better than a village. The plain 
in which it is situated is, says Mr. Dodwell, “ one 
of the prettiest spots in Attica, and is enriched with 
many kinds of fruit-trees : particularly walnuts, figs, 
pomegranates, pears, and cherries. On our arrival, 
the fine country girls, with attractive looks and 
smiling faces, brought us baskets of fruit. Some of 
them* appeared unwilling to accept our money in 
return; and the spontaneous civility and good-humour 
of the inhabitants soon convinced us that we were in 
Attica, where they arc more courteous to strangers 
than in other parts of Greece." 

This city was but a small one, indeed it was often 
called a village ; yet a deathless interest is attached 
to it ; for just beside it was fought the battle between 
the Persians and the Athenians, which is, even at 
this day,’ more known and respected than any other 
recorded in history. We shall, therefore, give an 
abstract of the account of the battle, as it is stated in 
Rollin, and then show in what condition the city is 
.at the present time. 

Miltiades, like an able captain, endeavoured, by 
the advantage of the ground, to gaili what be .wanted 
in strength and number. He drew up his army at 
the foot of a mountain, that the enemy should not be 
able to surround him, or charge him in the rear. 
On the two sides of his army he caused large trees 
to be cut and thrown down, in order to cover his 
flanks,^ and render the Persian cavalry useless. Datis, 
their commander, was sensible that the place was 
not advantageous for him: but, relyiug upon the 
» Roliiu ; bociweil ; AViHiamA! 
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number of his troops, which was infinitely supe- 
rior to that of the Athenians, he determined to 
engage. The Athenians did not wait for the enemy’s 
charging them. As soon as the signal for battle was 
given, Uiey ran against the enemy with all the fury 
imaginable. The Persians looked upon this first step 
of the Athenians as a piece of madness, considering 
their army was so small, and utterly destitute both 
of cavalry and archers ; but they were quickly un 7 
deceived, llerodotus observes, that this was the 
first time the Grecians began an engagement by run- 
ning in this manner.” The battle was fierce and 
obstinate. Miltiadcs had made the wings of his 
army exceedingly strong, but had left the main body 
more weak, and not deep; the reason of which 
seems manifest enough. Having, but ten thousand 
men to oppose to such a numerous army, it was 
impossible for him cither to make a largo front, or 
to give an equal depth to his battalion. He was 
therefore obliged to take his choice ; and he imagined 
that he could gain the victory in no other way than 
by tlie efforts he should make with his two vriugs, 
in order to break and disperse those of the Persians ; 
not doubting, but when his wings were once victo- 
rious, they should be able to attack the enemy’s 
main body in Hank, and complete the victory with- 
out much difficulty.* The Persians then attacked 
the main jmdy of- the Grecian army, and made their 
greatest effort particularly upon their front. This„ 
was led by Aristides and Themistocles, who sup^ 
ported it a long time with an intrepid courage and 
bravery, but 4were at length obliged to give grounds 
At that very instant came up their two victorious 
wings, which had dispe^od those of t^e enemy, and 
put them to flight.^ Nothing could be more season- 

* Tbis yfm the same plan at HaanlW fellovrd afterwaHa at 
liattle of Oanonr ^ 
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able for the main body of the ^recian army, whldh 
began to be broken, being quite borne down by tlie 
number of the Persians. The scale was quickly 
turned, and the barbarians were entirely routed. 
They all betook themselves to their heels and fled ; 
not towards their camp, but to their ships, that they 
might escape. The Athenians pursued them thither, 
and set their sliips on fire. They took,“ also, seven of 
their ships. They had not above two hundred men 
killed oh their side in this engagement ; whereas, on 
the side of the Persians, above six thousand were 
slain, without reckoning those who fell into the sea, 
as they endeavoured to escape, or those that were 
consumed with the ships. set on fire. Immediately 
after the battle', an Athenian soldier, still reeking 
with the blood of the enemy, quitted the army, and 
ran to Athens to carry his fellow-citizens the happy 
news of the victory. When he arrived at the 
magisti'ate’s house, bo only uttered two or three 
words : — Rejoice, rejoice, the victory is ours and 
fell down dead at their feet. 

In an excavation, made in one of the tumuli, some 
years ago, were found a number of busts ; — of Socra- 
tes, Lucius Verus, and Marcus Aurelius, with another 
of an unknown person, sculptured with ^eat care, and 
happily finished. 

The unknown bust is supposed to be that of 
Herodes Atticus, a native of this city, and greatly 
distinguished. His history is exceedingly curious. 
We take it from ’Sir George* Wbeler. 

‘^.He flourished about the time of the emperors 
Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus Pius, and -Marcus Au- 
relius. His grandfather Hippardius, or as Saidas 
has it, PlutarchuB, was well to pass in the world, 
but having been accused of sonfh tyrannical prac- 
tices, tused towards the people, the emperor confis^ 
cated all his estates; so that his son, Attieus, father 
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of this Herod, lived afterwards in Athens in a mean 
oojidition ; until, having found a great hidden trca> 
sure in his own house, near the theatre, he became 
on a sudden very rich. He was not more fortunate 
in lending it, than prudent in getting it confiilned 
on himself ; for well knowing, should it come to be 
discovered, he should be obliged to give an account 
of it to the emperor, ho wrote thus : — ‘ My liege, 
I have found a treasure in my house ,* what do you 
command that I should do with it ?' The emperor 
answered him, ‘ That he should make use of what he 
had fpund.' But Atticus, yet fearing that ho might 
be in danger of some trouble, when the greatness 
of the treasure should come to be known, wrote a 
second time to the emperor, professing ingenuously, 
that the treasure he had written to him about was too 
great a possession for him, and exceeded the capacity 
of a private man. But the emperor answered him 
again with the same generosity, ^ Abuse, also, if 
thou wilt,' the riches thou hast so accidentally come 
by ; for- they are thine.' By this means, Atticus 
became again extremely rich and powerful, having 
married a wife also that was very rich, whence it 
came to pass that his son and heir Herodes far 
surpassed his father both in wealth and magnifi- 
cence, and became the founder of many stately 
edifices in sundk’y parts of Greece ; and, dying, left 
by his will ten crowns to every citizen of Athens. 
Neither did he partake less of virtue and merit 
than he did of fortune ; being very learned, and so 
eloquent, that he was called the tongue of Athens ; 
having been the disciple of the famous Phavorinus. 
Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus, emperors of 
his time, made it their glory that they had been 
his auditors. Hi^ entire name was Tiberius Clau*- 
dius Atticus Herodes ; as I prove by an inscription 
that is at Athens, in the house of Signor Nicoli 
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Limbonia.”— Thus far, Sir George Wheler. Chan- 
dler goes on to observe^ that Ilerodes Atticus direct^ 
his freed- men to bury him at Marathon ; where he 
died, at tlie age of seventy-six. But the Ephebi, 
or young men of Athens, transported Ins body on 
their shoulders to tlie city, a multitude meeting the 
bier, and weeping like children for the loss of a 
parent. 

Tlie antiquities of this plain resolve themselves 
into the tomb of the Athenians, the monument 
of Miltiades, -and the tomb of the Platseans. Dr. 
Clarke found also many interesting relics, for an 
account of which we must refer to his Travels, in 
order that we may find space for some beautiful 
remarks, with which he closes his very agreeable 
account. “ If there be a spot upon earth, pre-emi- 
nently calculated to awaken the solemn sentiments, 
which such a view of nature is fitted to make upon 
all men, it may surely be found in the plain of 
Marathon ; where, amidst the wreck of generations, 
and the graves of ancient heroes, we elevate our 
thoughts towards Him, ‘ in whose sight a thousand 
years are but as yesterday where the stillness of 
Nature, harmonizing with the calm solitude of that 
illustrious region, which once was a scene of the most 
agitated passions, enables ns, by the past, to deter- 
mine of the future. In those moments, indeed, we 
may be said to live for ages a single instant, by 
tlie multitude of impressions it conveys, seems to 
anticipate for us a sense of that eternity ^ when 
'time shall be no more when the fitful dream of 
,human existence, «.with all its turbulent illusions, 
shall be dispelled; and the last sun heaving set, in 
the last of the wodd, a brighter dawn than over 
gladdened the universe,, shall renovate the dominions 
of darkness and of death.” * ^ 

• Wholer; fiarthelemy; Clarke; DodwelU 
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NO. LI M EGALOPOLIS. 

This city, situated in Arcatfia, had one of the most 
illustrious persons of ancient times for its founder, 
Epaminondas. Its population was collected from 
various small cities and towns of Arcadia. 

Soon after its establishment, the inhabitants sent 
to Plato for a code of laws. The philosopher was 
much . pleased with so flattering an offer ; but he 
ultimately declined sending them one, because he 
learned from a disciple, whom he had sent to Mega- 
lopolis, that the inhabitants would never consent to 
an equality of property. 

In 232 B. c., Megalopolis joined the Achaian 
league, and was taken and ruined by X]71eomcnes. 
At that period it was as large a city as Sparta. Its 
most valuable paintings and sculptures were conveyed 
to the Laconian capital, and great part of the city 
destroyed. 

The Athenians, soon after, beginning to see the 
impropriety of not keeping up the balance of power 
in Greece, Demosthenes signalised himself greatly in 
endeavouring to persuade them to take part with the 
Mcgalopolitans. It has been a perpetual maxim 
with us,” said he, ‘^to assist the oppressed against 
the oppressor. We have never varied from this prin- 
dplo. The reproach of changing, therefore, ought 
not to fall upon us, but upon those whose injustice 
and usurpation oblige us to declare against them* * 

“ 1 admire the langua^ of politicians,” says Bollin. 

To hear them talk, it is always reason and the strictest 
justice that determine them; but to see them act, 
makes it evident that interest and ambition are the 
sole rule and miidc of their conduct. Their discourse 
is an effect oi that, regard for justice, which n^ure 
has implanted on the mind of man, and which they 
cannot entirely shake OjQT. There are few that ven- 
ture to declare against that intemal principle in thdr 
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expressions, or to contradict it opeftly. But there are 
also few who observe it with fidelity and constancy 
in their actions. GreScc never ^as known to have 
more treaties of alliance than at the time we are now 
speaking of, nor were they ever less regarded. This 
contempt of religion, of oaths in states, is a proof of 
their decline, and often denotes and occa^ons their 
approaching ruin.” The Athenians, moved by the 
eloquent discourse of Demosthenes, sent three thou- 
sand foot and three hundred horse to the aid of Pa- 
mancs. Megalopolis was reinstated in its fonner 
condition ; and the inhabitants, who had retired into 
their own countries, were obliged to return. 

Anacharsis, from whose travels we have gleaned 
so many interesting anecdotesf says; — “A small 
river, called the Hclisson, divides the city, into two 
parts, in both of which houses and public edifices 
have been built, and are still building. That to the 
north contains a tower, enclosed by a stone balus- 
trade, and surrounded by some edifices and porticoes. 
A superb bronze statue of Apollo, twelve feet high, 
has been erected facing the temple of Jupiter. This 
statue is a present from the Philagians, who contri- 
buted with pleasure to tho embellishments of ttie 
new city, ^me private individuals have done the 
same. One of the porticoes bears the name of Aris- 
tander, who caused it to be built at his own expense. 
„ In the part to the south we saw a spacious office, 
in which is held the assembly of the ten thousand 
deputies, appointed to conduct the important afibirs 
of the state. The city contains a great number of 
statuRds ; among others, we saw' the work of two 
Athenian artists, Cephisodorus and Xenophon, con- 
^isling of a group, in which Jupiter is represented, 
seated on a throne, with the cit^ of Megalopolis in 
hia Tight hand, and Diana Conservatrix on Us left. 
The marUe of which it is made is the production of 
.the quaitiea of Mount Pentelicus^ near Athens^ 
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■v The theatre at Megalopolis was the largest in 
Greece. The circular part still remains ; but the 
seats are covered Vith eartli and overgrown with 
bushes. Part of the walls of the proscenium arc also 
seen facing the Uclisson, a small but rapid river, 
which flows a few yards to the east. 

The remains of the temples arc dubious; some 
masses of walls and scattered blocks of columns 
indicate their situations; without indicating the 
divinities to whose worship they were consecrated. 
The soil being much raised, Mr. Dodwell thii^s that 
it may conceal several remains of the city. 

There are several other ruins at the distance of a 
few miles fronv Megalopolis, which recent travellers 
have not been able to visit on account of the troubles 
which have lately prevailed in almost every i3art of 
the Morea*. 


NQ. LI£ — MEGARA. 

Megara, a city of Achaia, formerly possessed 
such a multitude of objects for a stranger to see, that 
Pausanias, in his description of Greece, occupies no 
less than six chapters in the mere enumeration of 
them. 

Megara was founded 1131 b«c. It is situate at 
an equal distance from Athens and Corinth, and is 
built on two rocks. Its founder has been variously 
stated. Some have insisted that it was called after < 
Megareus, the son of Apollo ; some after Megarius, a 
Boeotian chief ; and others after Ij^egara, a supposed 
wife of Hercules. ^ However this maybe, certain, 
we believe, it is, that, under the reign of Codrus^ the 
Peloponnesians having declared war against the Athe- 
nians, and miscarried in their enterprise, returned 
and took possession^ of Megara, which they peopled 
with Corinthians. It was^ originally governed by 
twelve kin gs, but aftervf ards becam e a rep^lfe* The 
* Barthelemjr ; RoIUdi Ree»; 6SweU. 
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ancient Megarcans are said to h^ve excelled in no- 
thing but naval aflairs. They were reckoned tho 
worst jjcople of Greec#, and werd generally detested 
as fraudulontr’ and perfidious *, Their military acts 
were few, and not brilliant. They were bandied about 
by the Athenians <and Corinthians, and had all the 
bad qualities of insolent slaves, or servile ^and de- 
pendent friends. Siicli having been the case, wo are 
not surprised at what Tcrtnllian says of the Mega- 
reaiis.; viz., that they ate as if they were to die the 
next day, and built as if they were to live for ever. 
Megara, however, was not without sonic redeeming 
qualities, for it had at one time a school for philo- 
sophy, so highly distinguished, that Euclid was at 
the head of it. 

Megara has been greatly distinguished from the 
circumstance of Phocion having been buried in its 
territories. The enemies of Phocion, not satisfied 
with the punishment they had caused him to suffer, 
and believing some particulars were still wanting to 
complete their triumph, obtained an order from the 
people, that his body should be carried out of tho 
dominions of Attica, and that none of the Athenians 
should contribute the least quantity of wood to 
honour his funeral pile : these' last offices were there- 
fore rendered to him in the territories of Megara» A 
lady of the country, who accidentally assisted at his 
funeral with her servants, caused a cenotaph, or 
vacant tourb, to be erected to his memory on the 
same spot ; and, collecting into her robe the bones of 
that great man, which she had carefully gathered up, 
she conveyed them into her house by night, and 
buried them under her hearth, with these expres- 
sions : “ Dear, and sacred hearth, I here confide to- 
theo, and deposit in thy bosoin, these precious 
rmains of a worthy man. Preserve them with fide- 
lity^' in ord«r to restore the m^hereafter to the momi- 

' - •^Thucydides ; Dodwll. 
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ment of bis anccSstors, when the Athenians shall 
become wiser than they are at present.” 

Megara still retains it naitie : it has been greatly 
infested by corsairs ; insomuch that in d 676, thp in- 
habitants were accustomed, on seeing a boat approach- 
ing in the daytime, or hearing their dogs bark by 
night, immediately to secrete their eftects and run 
away. The Vaiwode, who lived in a forsaken tower, 
above the village, was once carried oflF. 

Besides two citadels, Megara had several magnifi- 
cent structures and ornaments. One was an aque- 
duct, distinguished for its grandeur and beauty; 
an%ther for a statue of Diana, the protectress ; and 
to these were added statues of the twelve great gods, 
of so much excellence, that they were ascribed to 
Praxiteles; — a group, consecrated to Jupiter Olym- 
pius, in which was a statiio of that deity, with its 
face of gold and ivory, and the rest of the body of 
burnt earth. There were also a temple of Bacchus, 
and another of Venus ; a third of Ceres, a fourth of 
Apollo, a fifth of Diana, and a sixth of Minerva ; in 
which last w^as a statuo of the goddess, the body of 
which was gilt, and the face, feet, and hands of 
ivory. There was, also, a chapel dedicated to the 
Night. Pausanias speaks, also, of several tombs; 
especially those of Hylliis, Alcmenes, Therea, and 
Hipp(^ia^ queen of the Amazons. 

In .W heler s time, Megara was a collection of piti- 
ful cottages, whose walk were sometimes only the 
broken stones of her ruins, or cky dried in the sun, 
covered only with faggots ; and these again spread 
over .with earth above them*. 

Chandler describes the site of Megara as covered 
with rubbish, , amongst which were standing 4ome 
Vuinous churches ; some pieces of ancient wall, on 
which a modern fortress has been erected. TbO' vil- 
lage. consisting of low^ me/m cottages,, pleasantly 
. situated on the slope of an eminence,' indented in the 
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fniddlo.. Nearly the whole site of the ancient city 
ho found green witli gom, and ijiarkcd by heaps of 
stones, and the rubbish of buildings. A few inscrip- 
tions, too, were seen : one of which relates to Herodes 
Atticus, signalising the gratitude of the Megareans, 
for his benefactions and good will. There was 
another on a stone : — “ This^ too^ is the work of the 
fmst magnificent Count Diogenes^ the son of Arche- 
laus^ whoy regarding the Grecian cities as his oicn 
family^ has hesiotced on that of the Megarensians 100 
pieces of gold towards the Iniilding of their towers; 
and also 150 more, with 2200 feet of mavhl^^ toward 
re-edifying the hath ; deeming nothing more honour-- 
able than to do good to the Greeks^ and to restore their 
cities.** 

The person here signalised was one of the generals 
of the emperor Anastasius, who employed liim on a 
rebellion in Isauria, a. d. 494. 

Wheler also gives an inscription in honour of 
Callimachus, Scribe and Gymnasiarch,” and several 
others. Dr. Clarke also saw one, setting forth that, 
under the care of Julius^ the proconsul^ and the 
preetorship of Aiscron^ this ( monument or statue ) is 
raised by the Adrianidas to Adrian.** 

Several other inscriptions have been found ; one in 
honour of the Empress Sabina ; and others in praise 
of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus. There is 
ainother, too, in honour of a person, who bad been 
several times coir<)ueror in almost all the public games 
ill Greece and Italy. There was, also (fom^rly), 
' another inscription, still more honourable. This was 
on the tomb of a person named Choraebus, in which 
was related, in elegiac verse, the history of his 
having devoted hhnsdf to death, in order^ to free 
his native country (Thebes) firq^n the evils of a 
pestilence*. - , 

** This Bt9ry is told at length in Statius’s Thebaid. 

VOL. 1. F R 
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The Earl of Sandwich mentions two statues of 
women, about eiglit feet high^ without heads ; and 
having no attributes to show for wliat they were 
designed. 

Clarke says, that Ionic and Doric capitals, some 
of whicli are of limestone, and others of marble, 
lie scattered among the ruins, and in the courts of 
some of the houses. He procured, also, a few frag- 
ments of terra-cotta, of a bright red hue, beautifully 
fluted. 

Chandler speaks of the remains of a temple of 
Minerva, near a large basin of water ; on the sides 
of which arc the remains of a bath, remarkable for 
its size and ornaments, and for the number of its 
columns. 

The stone of Mcgara was of a kind unknown any 
where else in Hollas; very white, and consisting 
entirely of cockle shelb ; which, not being hard, may 
be reckoned among the causes of the destruction of 
Megara. 

Another cause of destruction may be supposed to 
have originated in its locality ; it being the great road 
leading to and from the peninsula, as well as its 
immedi{|te situation between the two powerful ene- 
mies, — the Athenians and Corinthians, — with whom 
the Megareans had frequent contests concerning the 
boundaries of their respective territories. If its 
situation, however, was the cause of its destruction, 
it was, also, the one great cause of its consequence*. ' 

Megara is well known from the following anec- 
dote. The city of Megara being taken by De- 
metrius, the soldiers demanded leave to plunder 
the inhabitants; but the Athenians interceded for 
them so effectually, that the city was saved. Stilpon, 
a celebrated philosopher, lived in that city, and 
was visited by Demetrius, who asked him if he had 
* Dodwell. ^ 
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lost an jm thing ? — “ Nothing at all,” replied Stilpon, 
“ for I carry all my effects abou^ me meaning by 
that expression, his justice, probity, temperance, and 
wisdom ; with the advantage of not ranking any 
thing in the class of* blessings that could be taken 
from him*. 


NO. LIII. MEMPHIS. ^ 

There are said to be in Upper Egypt thirty-four 
temples, still in existence, and five palaces. The most 
ancient have been constructed chiefly of sand-stone, 
and a few with calcareous stone. Granite was only 
used in obelisks and colossal statues. After the seat 
of empire was removed to Memphis, granite was 
made use of. 

Memphis, according to Herodotus, was built (eight 
generations after Thebes) by Mencs ; but Diodorus 
attributes its origin to Uchoreus, one of the ‘suc- 
cessors of Osymandyas, king of Thebes. To recon- 
cile this want of agreement, some authors ascribe 
the commencement to Menes, and its completion and 
aggrandisement to Uchoreus, who first made it a 
royal city. 

The occasion of its having been erected, is thus 
stated t: — A king of Egypt having turned the 
course of the Nile, which diffused itself over the sands 
of Lybia, and the Delta being formed from the mud 
of its waters, canals were cut to drain LoAver Egypt. 
The monarchs, who till then had resided at Thebes, 
removed nearer the mouth of the river, to enjoy an 
air more temperate, and be more ready to defend the 
entrance of their empire. They founded the city of 
Memphis, and endeavoured to render it equal to the 
ancient capital; decorating it with many temples, 
among which that of Vulcan draw t he attention o f 

♦ ThupydidcB ; Pausanias ; Plutarch ; Rollin ; WLeler ; Chand- 
ler; Barthelemy ; Dodwell. 1* Savary. 
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travellers : its grandeur and siimptuousnes4K)f rich 
ornaments, each excited admi^tion. Another temple 
beside the barren plain was dedicated to Serapis, 
the principal entrance to which had a sphinx avenue. 
Egypt has always been oppressed with sands, which, 
accumulating here, half buried some of the sphinxes, 
and others up to the neck, in the time of Strabo ; at 
presqiit they have disappeared. To prevent this dis- 
aster, they built a large mound on the south side, 
which also served as a barrier against the inunda- 
tions of the river, and the encroachments of the 
enemy. The palace of the kings and a fortress built 
on the mountain, defended it on the west ; the Nile 
on the cast ; and to the north were the lakes, beyond 
which were the plain of mummies, and the cause- 
way which led from Busiris to tho great pyramids. 
Thus situated, Memphis commanded the valley of 
Egypt, and communicated by canals with the lakes 
Moeris and Mareotis. Its citizens might traverse 
the kingdom in boats; and it therefore became 
the centre of wealth, commerce, and arts; where 
geometry, invented by the Egyptians, flourished. 
Hither the Greeks came to obtain knowledge, which, 
carrying into their own country, they brought to 
perfection. Thebes, and her hundred gates, lay for- 
gotten, and on the hill near Memphis, rose those 
proud monuments, those superb mausoleums, which 
alone, of all the Wonders of the World, have braved 
destructive time, and men still more destructive. 

Strabo says, that in this city there were many 
palaces, situated along the side of a hill, stretching 
down to lakes and groves, forty stadia from the city. 
“ The principal deities of Memphis,” says Mr. 
Wilkinson, ‘‘ were Fthah, Apis, and Butastis ; and 
the goddess Isis bad a magnificent temple in this 
city, erected by Amasis, who also dedicated a recum- 
bent colossus, seventy-five feet long, in the teinple of 
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Pthah %r yulcan. This last was said to have been 
founded by Mcnes, ai)^ was enlsy^ged and beautified 
by succeeding monarchs. Mceris erected the northern 
vestibule ; and Sesostris, besides the colossal statues, 
made considerable additions witli enormous blocks of 
stone, which he employed Iiis prisoners of war to 
drag to the temple. Pheroii, his son, also •enriched 
it with suitable presents, on the recovery of his sight ; 
and on the south of the temple of Palain, were added 
the sacred grove and chapel of Proteons. The wcsliem 
vestibule was the work of Rhampsinetus, wlio also 
erected two statues, twenty-five cubits in height ; 
and that on the east was Asychis. It was the largest 
and most magnificent of all these propyla, and ex- 
celled as well in the beauty of its sculpture as its 
dimensions. , Several grand additions were afterwards 
made by Psamaticus, who, besides the southern ves- 
tibule, erected a large hypaethral court, where Apis 
was kept, when exhibited in public. It was sur- 
rounded by a peristyle of figures, twelve cubits 
in height, which served instead of columns, and 
which were no doubt similar to those in the Memno- 
nium at Thebes." 

Diodorus and Strabo speak highly of its power 
and opulence : — ‘‘ Never was there a city," observes 
the former of these, ‘‘ which received so many offer- 
ings in silver, gold, obelisks, and colossal statues." 

The first shock this city received was from the 
Persians*. Cambyses, having invaded Egypt, sent a 
herald to Memphis, to summon the inhabitants to 
surrender. The people, however, transported with 
rage, fell upon the herald, and tore him to pieces, 
and all that were with him. Cambyses, having soon 
after taken the place, fully revenged the indignity, 
causing ten times as many Egyptians of the prime 
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nobility, as there had been of his people massacred, 
to be publicly exccyited. Amcpig these was the eldest 
son of Psammenitus. As for the king himself, Cam- 
byses was inclined to treat him kindly. He not only 
spared his life, but appointed him an honourable 
maintenance. Hut the Egyptian monarch, little 
affected by this kind usage, did what he could to 
raise now troubles and commotions, in order to recover 
his kingdom; as a punishment for which he was 
made to drink bull's blood, and died immediately. 
His reign lasted but six months ; after which all 
Egypt submitted to the conqueror. 

When the tyrsint came back from Thebes, he dis- 
missed all the Greeks, and sent them to their respec- 
tive homes ; but on his return into the city, finding 
it full of rejoicing, he fell into a great rage, supposing 
all this to have been for the ill success of his expe- 
dition. He therefore called the magistrates before 
him, to know the meaning of these rejoicings ; and 
upon their telling him that it was because they had 
found their god. Apis, he would not believe them ; 
but caused them to be put to death, as impostors, 
that insulted him in his misfortunes. And when 
he sent for the priests, who made him the same 
answer, he replied, that since their god was so 
kind and familiar as to appear among them, he would 
be acquainted with him, and therefore commanded 
him fortliwith to be brought to him. But when, 
instead of a god he saw a calf, he was strangely 
astonished, and falling again into a rage, he drew out 
his dagger, and run it into the thigh of the beast ; 
and then upbraiding the priests for their stupidity in 
worshipping a brute for a god, ordered them to be 
severely whipped, and all the Egyptians in Memphis, 
that should be found celebrating the feast of Apis, to 
be slain. The god was carried back to the temple, 
where he languished for some time and then died. The 



RUINS OF ANCIENT CITIES. 439 

Egyptians say, that after this fact, which they reckon 
the liighest instance of impiety^that ever was com- 
mitted among tiiem, Cambyscs grew mad. But his 
actions show that he had been mad long before. 

The splendour of Upper Egypt termimited with 
the invasion of Cambyses. He carried with him not 
only conquest, but destruction, llis warfare was 
not merely with the people, but with their palaces 
and temples. 

At a subsequent period, Memphis was taken by 
Alexander. The account w^e give of that event is 
from the same author*. As soon as Alexander had 
ended the siege of Gaza, he left a garrison there, and 
turned the whole power of his army towards Egypt- 
In leven days' march he arrived before Pclusium, 
whither a great number of Egyptians had assembled, 
with all imaginable diligence, to recognize him for 
their sovereign. The hatred these people bore to 
the Persians was so great, that they valued very 
little who should be their king, provided they could 
but meet with a hero, to rescue them from the inso- 
lence and indignity with which themselves, and 
those who professed their religion, w’ere treated. 
Ochus had caused their god Apis to be murdered, in 
a manner highly injurious to themselves and their 
religion ; and the Persians, to whom he had left the 
government, continued to make the same mock of 
that deity. Thus several circumstances had rendered 
the Persians so odious, that upon Amyntas's coming 
a little before with a handful of men, he found them 
prepared to join, and assist him in expelling the 
Persians. 

This Amyntas had deserted from Alexander, and 
entered into the service of Darius. He had com- 
manded the Grecian forces at, the battle of Issue; 
and having fled into Syria, by the country lying 
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toward Tripoli, with- four thousand liien, he had 
there seized upon many ^vessels as he wanted, 
burned the rest, and immediately set sail towards 
the island of Cyphis, and afterwards towards Pelu- 
sium, which ho took by surprise.^ As soon as ho 
found liimself possessed of this important city, he 
threw off the mask, and made public pretensions to 
the crown of Egypt ; declaring that the motive of 
his coming was to expel the Persians. Upon this, a 
multitude of Egyptians, who wished for nothing 
so earnestly as to free themselves from these insup- 
portable tyrants, w^ctit over to him. Ho then 
marched directly to Memphis, when, coming to a 
battle, he defeated the Persians, and shut them up 
in the city. But, after he had gained the victory, 
having neglected to keep his soldiers together, they 
straggled up and down in search of plunder, 'which 
the enemy seeing, they sallied out upon such as re- 
mained, and cut them to pieces, with Amyntas their 
leader. This event, so far from lessening the aver- 
sion the Egyptians had for the Persians, increased it 
still more ; so that the moment Alexander appeared 
upon the frontiers, tlie people, who were all disposed 
to receive that monarch, ran in crowds to submit to 
' him. His arrival, at the head of a powerful army, 
presented them with a secure protection, which 
Amyntas could not afford them ; and, from this 
consideration, they all declared openly in his favour. 
Mazeeus, who commanded in Memphis, finding it 
would be to no purpose for him to resist so trium- 
phant an army, since Darius, his sovereign, was 
not in a condition to succour him, set open the 
gates of the city to the conqueror, and gave up eight 
hundred talents, (about £140,000,) and all the king s 
furniture. Thus Alexander possessed himself of all 
Egypt, without the least opposition. 

On the founding of Alexandria by the Macedonian 
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conqueror, Memphis lost tho honour of being the 
metropolis of Ejiypt ^ and its h jptory became so ob- 
scure, that' little knowledge of it is preserved in 
history. We must, therefore, now content ourselves 
with stating to what a condition it iS' now reduced. 

Of this celebra-ted city, which, according to Dio- 
dorus Siculus, was not less than seven leagues in 
circumference, and contained a multitude of beautiful 
temples, not one stone remains to tell the history ; 
even the . site on which it stood being disputed. 
“ Is it not astonisliing,” says Savary, that the site 
of the ancient metropolis of Egypt, a city containing 
magnificent temples and palaces, wliich art laboured 
to render eternah ^hould at present be a subject of 
dispute among tllfnea?lP69^^ the diffi- 

culty of past doubts — ^the three grana ^^aMjlj^ids, seen 
by the watermen from all parts, stand on 
and rocky hill, l)etwccn Memphis and Del^, (mllP*' 
league from the Nile, two from Memphis, and near 
the village of Busiris.” Rcnnell, however, says, that 
Menif is on the site of Mompliis ; since Abulfeda 
describes it as being a short day's journey from 
Cairo : Memf being only fourteen road miles from 
that city. M. Maillet says, *‘Thc most probable 
opinion is, that this superb city was built at the 
entrance of the town of mummies, at the north of 
which the pyramids are placed : the prodigious ruins 
which present themselves in this spot will serve for 
a long time as proofs of the greatness of that city, 
of which they are remains, and tho incontestible 
evidences of its true position/’ Again, he says, 
that out of so many superb monuments, &c., there 
remain only at present some shapeless ruins of broken 
columns of ruined obelisks, and some other buildings 
fallen to decay, which one still dificovers at tho bottom 
of the lake, when the increase of the Nile is too small 
to furnish it with its usual supply of water. This 
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circumstance has twice happened during my seventeen 
years' consulship, pjjrticularly ip the year 1677, when 
the surface of the lake sank between eight and nine feet, 
and discovered at the bottom of this vast reservoir a 
kind of city, which excited the admiration of every 
one. This lake can never be dried up, or drawn off 
again as before ; because they have neglected to keep 
up the canal which served to drain off the water. 
There are, also, some heaps of ruins in the plain of 
three leagues in width, that separates the northern 
from the southern pyramids, and in which this ancient 
city extended from the borders of the lake towards 
the Nile eastward. These arc the faint traces of so 
much magnificence." 

Dr. Shaw is of opinion that Djizeh, or Giseh, 
now occupies the site of Memphis; and that the 
city is entirely buried in soil. Other authorities, 
however, place it, and perhaps with greater pro- 
bability, near the village of Menshec or Dashoo. 
Norden says ; “ If we give credit to some authors, 
the city of Memphis was situated in the place 
where at present stands the village of Gize, and 1 
own that this opinion does not want probability. 
Blit if we attend to it carefully, we shall find it 
necessary to strike off a great deal of grandeur of 
that ancient capital of Egypt, or else raise extremely 
all the plains about it. In effect, Gize does not occupy 
half the space of Old Cairo, and the plains that extend 
all round never fail to bo deluged at the time of the 
overflowing of the waters of the Nile. It is incredible, 
that they should have built a city, so great and 
famous, ill a place subject to be under water half of 
the year ; still less can it be imagined that the ancient 
authors have forgotten so particular a place." 

Mr, Browne says v I visited the pleasant site of the 
ancient Memphis on the left bank of the Nile, about 
two hours to the south of Kahira, in a plain about 
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three miles hroad, between the river and the moun- 
tains. The land is now laid down in corn, with date- 
trees toward the mountains. Nothing remains except 
heaps of rubbish, in which are found pieces of 
sculptured stone. The spot has been surrounded by 
a canal. Its extent might be marked by that of the 
ground where remains are dug up, and .which is 
always overgrown with a kind of thistle, that seems to 
thrive among the ruins. None of the fine marbles, 
whicli are scattered so profusely at Alexandria, are 
discoverable here ; whether it be that they were never 
used, or were carried away to fidorn other cities.” * 

But though the site of the city is not abso- 
lutely known, certain it is, that many wonderful 
erections in its neighbourhood denote its former 
grandeur, power, and magnificence. These are the 
Catacombs, the Sphinx, the lake of Mocris, and the 
Pyramids. 

“The entrances into the Catacombs,” says the 
Earl of Sandwicli, “ where the inhabitants of tho 
neighbouring city of Memphis entombed their em- 
balmed bodies, are near tlie last Pyramid of Sahara. 
The greatest part of the plain of Sahara is hollowed 
into subterraneous cavities, all cut out of the sdlid 
rock ; not of a hard nature, but' yielding to the 
least violence. TJie entrances are many in number ; 
and are in form a square of three feet, and about 
twenty feet deep. The vaults contain embalmed 
bodies, scattered in confusion, and many of them 
broken in pieces. These have been taken out of their 
chests or coffins ; and after having been ransacked 
in search of any idol of value, which are frequently 
found within the bodies, thrown aside by persons, 
who would not be at the trouble of carrying them 
away. The farther the recesses, are penetrated, how- 

* Alexandria may be supposed to fuve been partly built with 
its ruins. 
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ever, the bodies are much more entire, and every- 
thing less disturbed^ These sjibtcrraneous passages 
are divided into many different chambers ; in the 
sides of which arc to be seen a multitude of perpen- 
dicular niches, of sufficient height to contain the 
bodies upright.” 

A little to the east of the second pyramid, is 
the Sphinx, cut out of the same rock upon which the 
pyramids are built. The length is about twenty- 
five feet ; and its height, from the knees to the top 
of the hand, thirty-eight feet. 

“ The sphinx,” says Mr. Wilkinson, “ stands 
nearly opposite the south end of the pyramid 
Cepliren : between its paws were discovered an altar 
and some tablets ; but no entrance was visible. 
Pliny says, tliey suppose it the tomb of Amasis ; — 
a tradition wliich arose, no doubt, from the resem- 
blance of the name of the king, by whose order the 
rock was cut into this form. But one author has gone 
farther, and given to Amasis the pyramids them- 
selves. The cap of the sphinx, probably the pshent, 
has long since been removed ; but a cavity in the 
head, attests its former position, and explains the 
mode in which it was fixed. The mutilated state 
of the face, and the absence of the nose, have led 
many to the erroneous conclusion, that the features 
were African ; but by taking an accurate sketch of 
the face, and restoring the Egyptian nose, any one 
may convince himself, that the lips, as well as. the 
rest of the features, perfectly agree with the phy- 
siognomy of a Pharaoh; for the reader must bo 
aware, that this, and all other sphinxes, are emble- 
matic representations of Egyptian kings.” 

Between the paws of the sphinx, a perfect tem- 
ple was discovered, a few years ago, by the intrepid 
traveller Belzoni, on clearing away the sand by which 
it had been choked up for ages. 
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This figure was*, a few years ago, at an expense of 
800 or 9(j0Z. (contrilijited by soj^ie European gentle- 
men,) cleared from the sand which had accumulated 
in front of it, under the superintendence of Captain 
Caviglia. 

The noblest and most w'^onderful of all the struc- 
turest or works of the kings of Egypt, was the lake 
of Mceris; accordingly, lierodotus considers it as 
vastly superior to the pyramids and labyrinth. As 
Egypt was more or less fruitful in proportion to the 
inundations of the Nile ; and as, in these floods, the 
first general flow or ebb of the waters were equally 
fertile to the land; King Mceris, to prevent theso 
two inconveniences, and correct, as far as lay in bis 
power, the irregularities of the Nile, thought proper 
to call art to the assistance of nature ; and so caused 
the lake to be dug, which afterwards wont by his 
name. This lake was several thousand paces long, 
and very deep. Two pyramids, on each of which 
stood a colossal statue, seated on a throne, raised 
their heads to the height of three hundrc'd feet, 
in the midst of the lake, whilst their foundations 
took up the same space under the waters ; a proof 
that they were erected before the cavity vras filled ; 
and a demonstration that a lake of such vast ex- 
tent, was the w'ork of mans bands, in one prince's 
reign. This is what several historians have related 
concerning the Lake Moeris, on the testimony of the 
inhabitants of the country. This lake had a com- 
munication with the Nile, by a great canal, four 
leagues long, and fifty feet broad. Great sluices 
either opened or shut the canal and lake, as there 
was occasion. 

When it is considered, that the object of this 
work was the advantage and* comfort of a numerous 
people, all must agree, with M. Savary, that Mesris, 
* Malte-BruD. 1* KoUin. 
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who constructed it, performed a far more glorious 
work than either thf labyrinthfor the pyramids. 

At present, this lake is of a much smaller extent : 
but this by no means proves that Herodotus and 
other writers were deceived in their calculations ; for, 
considering the revolutions to which Egypt has been 
subject for a series of two thousand years, it might 
have undergone still greater chiinges. 

For the period of nearly one thousand two hun- 
dred years, since which Egypt has fallen into the 
hands of barbarous nations, they have either de- 
stroyed, or suffered to perish, the chief part of this 
lake, and the canal belonging to it. The Moereotis 
is dried up, the canal of Alexandria is no longer 
navigable, and the Moeris is only fifty leagues in 
circumference. “ If,” says an enlightened writer, 
“ the Canal of Joseph was cleared 6ut, where the 
mud is raised up to a vast height ; if the ancient 
dykes were re-established ; and the sluices of the 
canals of Tamich and Bouch restored ; Lake Moeris 
would still serve the same purposes. It would pre- 
vent the devastation of the too great swellings of the 
rivers, and supply tho deficiency of those that are 
inadequate. We should see it, as on former occa- 
sions, extending itself from Nesle and Arsinoe, to 
tho Lybian mountains, and offering to astonished 
travellers what is no where else to be seen ;-^a sea 
formed by the hand of man.'* 

The annihilation of Memphian palaces and temples 
indeed is almost compensated by the existence of the 
pyramids, which alone are sufficient to engage the 
atteiftion of mankind. The three largest aro situated 
at Clees, or Ohesa, and named from their founders, 
Cheops, Chephren, and Mycbrines; *©! these only 
we sht3l speak. ^ 

1. That of Cheops, the largest, is four hundred 
and forty-eight feet in height, and seven hundred 
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and twenty-eight on each side of the base : that is, 
forty feet higher th^n St. Petirs, at Rome; and 
one hundred and thirty- three feet higher than St. 
Paul's, in London. 

This pyramid, like the rest, was built on a rock, 
having a square base, cut on the outside as so many 
steps, and decreasing gradually quite to the summit. 
It was built with stones of a prodigious size, the 
least of which were thirty feet, wrought with 
wonderful art, and covered witli hieroglyphics. 
According to several ancient authors, each side 
was eight Jiundred feet broad, and as many high. 
The summit of the pyramids, which, to those who 
viewed it from below, seemed a point, was a fine 
platform, composed of ton or twelve massy stones, 
and each side of that platform sixteen or eighteen 
feet long. 

It is also remarkable that the four sides of this, 
and indeed of all the pyramids, face the cardinal 
* points. The inside contained numberless rooms and 
apartments. There were expressed on the pyramid, 
in Egyptian characters, the sums it cost only in 
garlic, leeks, onions, and the like, for the workmen ; 
and the whole amounted to sixteen hundred talents 
of silver ; from whence it was easy to conjecture what 
a vast sum the whole must have amounted to. 

Herodotus ascribes this pyramid to Cheops, a tyran- 
nical and profligate sovereign. He barred the avenues 
to every temple, and forbade the Egyptians to offer 
sacrifice to their gods ; after which lie compelled the 
people at large to perform the work of slaves. Some 
he condemned to hew stones out of the Arabian 
mountains, and drag them to the banks of the Nile ; 
others were stationed to receive the same in vessels, 
and transport them to the edge qf the Libyan Sesert. 
In this service a hundred thousand men were em- 
ployed, who were relieved every three months. Ten 
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years were spent in^ the hard labour of forming the 
road on which the^ stones wjpre to bo drawn, — a 
work of no less difficulty and fatigue than the erec- 
tion of the pyramid itself. This causeway is five 
stadia in length, forty cubits wide, and its greatest 
height tliirty-two cubits; the whole being composed 
of polished marble, adorned with the figures of ani- 
mals. Ten years were consumed -in forming this 
pavement, in preparing the hill on which the pyra- 
mids arc raised, and in excavating chambers under 
the ground. The burial-place which he intended for 
himself, he contrived to insulate within the building, 
by introducing the waters of the Nile. The pyramid 
itself was a work of twenty years ; it is of a square 
form, every side being eight plcthra in length and as 
many in height. The stones are very skilfully 
cemented, and none of them of less dimensions than 
thirty feet. Such is the account of Herodotus. 

Pliny and Diodonis Siculus agree in stating that 
not less than three hundred and sixty thousand men * 
were employed in the work 


* Tho London and Birmingham Railway is unquestionably the 
greatest public work evor executed, either in' ancient or modem 
times. If we estimate its importanco by the labour alone whi^.h has 
been expended on it, perhaps the Great Cliinese Wall might com- 
pete with it ; but when we consider tho immense outlay of capital 
which it bus required, — the great and varied talents which have 
been in a constant state of requisition during tho whole of its pro- 
gress, — together with the unprecedented engineering difficulties, 
which wo are happy to say are now overcomei'^tbo gigantic work of 
the Chinese sinks totally into the shade. 

It may be amusing to soine readers, who are unacquainted with 
the magnitude of such an undertaking as tho London and Birming- 
ham Railway, if we give one or two Ulustrations of the above asser- 
tion. The great pyramid of Egypt, that stupendous monumont 
which seems likely to exist to the end of all time, will afford a com- 
parison^ 

After making the necessary allowances for tho foundations, 
galleries, &c., and reducing the whole to one uniform denomina- 
tion, it will be found that the labour expended on the^at ppramid 
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The pyramid next iii size was erected by Cepliremis, 
and is thence callec^ CEpfiREf: he was the son 
of Cheops. These two princes, who were truly' 
hrdtliers by the similitiide of their manners, soein 
td*h'feve striven which of them should distinguish 
himself most, by a barefaced, impiety towards the 
and, a. barbarous- inhumanity to men. * Cheops 
reigned *rfifty years, und his son Cephremis fifty- 
six years after him. ‘.They kept ttie temples shut 
during the whole time df their long reigns, aijd 
forbade the -oflering of sacrifices under the severest 

\ras equivalent to lifting fifteen thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
throe million cuhic feet of stone one foot high. This labour was 
performed, according to Diodoius Siculus by three liiindred thousand, ' 
to Herodotus by pne hundred thousand men, and it required for ita 
execution tu’cnty years. 

If vre reduce in the same manner the labour, expended in con- 
structing tlie London and Birinitigham Railway, t<t one common 
denoQiination, the icsult is twenty-five thousand ntillion cubic feet 
of mateiial (reduced to the same W’cight as that used in constructing 
the pyramid) lifted one foot high, or nine thousand two humlred and 
sixty-seven million cubic feet more than was lifted one foot high in 
the constniction of the pyramid *, vet this immense undertaking has 
been peiformed by about twenty thousand men in less than five years. 

From the above calculation have been omitted all the tunnelling, 
culverts, drains, ballasting, and fencing, and all tho heavy work at 
the various stations, and also tho labour expended on engines, car- . 
liages, wagons, 6tc. These are setofFagaiust the labour of drawing 
the materials of the pyramid from the quarries to tho spot where 
they were to bo used-— a much ]aiqi;er allowance than is necessary. 

As another means of comparisony let us take the cost of the 
railway and turn it into pence, and allowing each penny to l»e one 
inch and thirty.four hundiedths wide, it will be found that these 
pence laid together, so that they all touch, would oioie than form a 
Continuous band round the earth at the equator. 

As a third mode of viewing the magnitude of this work, let us 
take the circumference of the earth in round numbers at one hundred 
and thirty million feet. Then, as there are about four hundred 
million cubic feet of earth to be moved, in the railway, we tfte that 
'this quantity of, material -alone, without l<^kiDg to any thing else, 
would, if spread in a band one foot high and one foot broad, more 
than three times.encompass the earth at thO' oqdator*— Lbcoumt. 

VOL. 1. O G ' 
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penalties. On the other hand, they oppressed their 
subjects, by emplojfng them p tlie most grievous 
and useless works ; and sacrificed the lives of number- 
less multitudes of men, merely to gratify a senseless 
ambition of immortalising their names by edifices of 
an enormous magnitude and a boundless expense. It 
is remarkable, that those stately pyramids which have 
so long been the admiration of the whole world, were 
the effect of the irreligion and merciless cruelty of 
tjj^osc princes. 

The magnificent prospect from the top of this pjnra-^ 
mid has been described by the French traveller, Savary, 
who visited Kgypt in 1770, in glowing terms. After 
occupying seven hours in ascending to its summit, 
“ the morning light,” says he, “ discovered to us every 
moment new beauties : the tops of gilded minarets, 
and of date-tree and citron groves, planted round the 
villages and hills ; antm the herds left the hamlets ; 
the boats spread their li^ht sails, and our eyes followed 
them along the vast windings of the Nile. On the 
north appeared sterile hills and barren sands ; onthe 
south, the river and waving fields, vast as the ocean ; 
to the west, the plain of Fayum, famous for its roses : 
to the east, the picturesque town of Gizeh, and the 
towers of Fostat, the minarets of Cairo, and the castle 
of Saladin, terminated the prospect. Seated on the 
most wonderful of the works of man, as upon a 
throne, our eyes beheld by turns a dreadful desert ; 
rich plains in which the Elysian fields had been ima- 
gined ; villages ; a majestic river ; and edifices which 
seemed the work of giants. The universe contains no 
landscape more variegated, more magnificent, or more 
awful.” 

The ancients knew little of the interior structure 
of these giant piles.* Herodotus, who lived 445 
years before Christ, merely s peaks of an ent rance 
* Saturday Msgsziae^ 7"^ ‘ 
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leading to the interior, by hearsay from the prielits, 
who informed him th^t there w^e secret vaults be- 
neath, hewn out of the natural rock. Strabo, wlio 
lived after the Christian era, only describes a single 
slanting passage wliich led to a chamber in which 
was a stone tomb. Diodorus Siculus, who 4ivcd 
forty -four years before Christ, agrees with this ; and 
Pliny, who lived a. i>. 66, adds, that there was a 
well in the Great Pyramid, eighty cubits deep. 
This is all the ancients have said about the i^ 
terior. ^ 

The Egyptian priests, indeed, assured Aristides, 
a Greek traveller about t^o centuries before Christ, 
that ^ the excavations beneath were as great as the 
height above.’ And Ebn Abd Alkokira, an Arabic 
writer of the ninth century, says, that the builders 
^ constructed numerous excavated cliambers, with 
gates to them, forty cubits under ground.' Other 
Arabian writers say, that these chambers contain 
chests of black atone, in wbicb were deposited the 
sacred archives of king Saurid, Vho built the pyra- 
mid. Many discoveries (perhaps a burial-place 
under ground) obviously remain to be made. 

“ The same Arab historian, Alkokim, gives an ac- 
count of tile opening of this building under the 
Caliphate, from which time it has remained in the 
condition seen and described by all modem travellers, 
to the time of the Italian traveller Caviglia, who 
made a discovery of a new chamber and passages 
about ten years ago. ^ After that, Almamon the 
Caliph (a.d. 820) entered Egypt, and saw the Pyra- 
mids: he desired to know what was within, and 
therefore would have them opened. He was told it 
eould not possibly be done. He replied, I will have 
it certainly done. And that lioje was opened fort 
him, which stands open to this day, with fire u^d 
vinegari Two smiths prepared and sharpened the 

G G 2 
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iron and engines, \^hic]i they forced in : and there 
was a great CNpens<^.in the ope^iilng it ; and the thick' 
ness of the wall was found to he twenty cubits. 
Within they found a square well, and in tho square 
of it there wero doors : every door of it opened into 
a house (or vault), in which there were dead bodies 
wrapped up in linen. Towards the upper part of 
the pyramid, they found a chamber, in which was a 
hollow sEone ; in it was a statue of stone, like a man, 

S d within it a man, upon whom was a breast- 
ite of gold, set with jewels, and on him were written 
charaetcrs with a pen, which no man can explain/ 

“ Greaves, an Englishiftan, who visited the Great 
Pyramid in 1648, described the passages thus open- 
ed, and then open, very accurately, and suspected 
that at tho bottom of a well in the pyramid was 
the passage to those secret vaults mentioned by 
Herodotus ; but he made no new discovery. Davi- 
son, who visited it in the middle of the eighteenth 
century, discovered some secret chambers and pas- 
sages connecting the largest gallery with tho central 
room, and an apartment four feet high over it. He 
descended the welH55 feet, but found farther pro- 
mss blocked up. Caviglia was4he first to discover 
above suspected passage.. After much trouble 
in clearing the narrow opening at the end of the first 
or entrance gallery of the pyramid, he found that it 
did not terminate at that point, as hitherto supposed, 
but proceeded downwards to the distance of two 
hundred feet. It ended in a doorway on the right, 
which was found tq communicate with the bottom of 
the well. But the new passage did not terminate 
here: it went beyond the doorway twenty-three 
feet, and then book a horizontal direction for twenty- 
eight more, wherq it opened into a spacious cham- 
ber immediately under the central room. 

This new chamb^ is twenty-seven feet broad, and 
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sixty-six feet long. The floor is irregular ; nearly 
one half of the l<*ngtli from theleastom, or entrance 
end, being level, and all^Sut fifteen feet from the 
ceiling; while, in the middle, it descends five feet 
lower, in wliich part there is a hollow space bearing 
all tl|}3 appciariince of the commencement of a well, 
or shaft. From thence it rises to the' western 


end, so that there is scarcely room between the 
floor and the ct'iling to stand upi-ight. 

“ On the south of this chamber is a passage hoi- 
iowed out, just high and wide enough for a mai> to 
creep along upon his hands and knees, which con- 
tinues in the rock for fifty-fivo feet, and then sud- 
denly ends. Another at the east end commences 
with a kind of arch, and runs about forty feet into 
the solid body of the pyramid. 

Mr. 8alt, the late intelligent British Consul to 
Fgypt, was so struck by this discovery, as to ex- 
press his belief that the under-ground rooms were 
used for ‘ the performance of solemn and secret 
mysteries,' 

“ AetcTthe second pj^ramid of Gizch, the ancients 
knew less about itjjihan they did of the first. Hero- 
dotus says it has no under-ground chambers, Jind 
the other ' ancient authorities are silent. But the 


enterprising Belxoni found its entrance, in the north 
front, in 1818, and discovered, at the same time, that 
it had been previously forced open by the Arabian 
Caliph, Ali Mehemet, a. d. 7B’.?, more than a thou- 
sand years l)eforc. After forcing an entrance, and 
:ulvancing along a narrow passage, one hundred 
feet long, he found a central chamlSr, forty-six feet 
long by sixteen wide, and twenty-three high, cut out 
of the solid rock. It contained a granite sarcophagus, 
(a tomb,) half sunk in the floor* with some bones in 
it, whjch, on inspection by Sir Everard Hotne, proved 
to be those of a cow. An Arabic inscription on the 
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walls implies that it had been opened in the presence 
of the Sultan Ali Mflifcmet*.” t 

This pyramid was, as lift been already said, opened 
by Belzoni. We shall select another account of 
this enterprise. 

‘‘ According to Herodotus, (wdiose infonqation 
has generally been found correct,) this pyramid was 
constructed without any internal chambers. M. 
Bclzoni, however, believed the fact might be other- 
wise ; and having reasons of his own for commencing 
his operations at a certain point, he began his labours, 
and with so much foresight as actually to dig di- 
rectly down upon a forced entrance. But, even after 
this success, none but a Belzoni would have had the 
perseverance to pursue the labour required to perfect 
the discovery. It was by attending to the same 
kind of indications, which .had led him so successfully 
to explore the six tombs of the kings in Thebes, that 
he was induced to commence his operations on the 
north side. 

“ He set out from Cairo on tlic 6th of February, 
1818, went to the K aia Bey, and gained penniksion ; the 
Boy having first satisfied himself ^hat there was no 
tilled ground within a considerable distance ef Ghiza. 
On the 1 0th of February he began with six labour- 
ers in a vertical section at right angles to the north 
side of tho base, cutting through a mass of stones 
and lime which bad fallen fnmi the upper part of the 
pyramid, but were so completely aggregated toge- 
ther as to spoil the mattocks, &c. employed in the 
operation. He persevered in making an opening 
fifteen feet wide, working downwards, and uncover- 
ing the face of the pyramid. During the first week 
there was but little prospect of mecjting with any- 
thing interesting ; but on the 17th, one of the Arabs 


* Saturday Magazine. 
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employee! called out with great Vociferation that he 
had found the entrance. He h^, in fact, come upon 
a hole into which he could tnrust his arm and a 
djerid six feet long. Before night they ascertained 
that an aperture was there, about three feet square, 
wliich had been closed irregularly with a hewn stone. 
This being removed, they reached a larger. opening, 
but filled with rubbish and sand. M. Bclzoiii was 
now satisfied that this was not a real, but a forced 
passage. Next day they had penetrated fifteen feet, 
when stones and sand began to fall from above ; these 
were removed, but still they continued to fall in largo 
quantities, when, after some more days* labour, he 
discovered an upper forced entrance, communicating 
with the outside from above. Having cleared this, 
he found another opening running inward, which 
proved, on further search, to be a continuation of the 
lower horizontal foreqd passage, nearly all choked up 
with rubbish. This being removed, be discovered, 
about half way from the outside, a descending forced 
passage, which terminated at the distance of forty 
feet. He now continued to work in the horizontal 
passage, in hope that it might lead to the centre, but 
it terminated at the depth of ninety feet ; and he 
found it prudent not to force it further, as the stones 
were very loose over-rhead, and one actually fell, and 
had nearly killed one of the people. He therefore 
now began clearing away the aggregated stones and 
lime to the eastward of the forced entrance; but by 
this time his retreat had been discovered, and be 
found himself much interrupted by visitors. 

On the 28th of February he discovered, at the 
surface of the pyramid, a block of granite, having the 
same direction as that of the passage of the first 
pyramid, that of Cheops ; and he- now hoped that 
he was not far from the true entrance. Next day 
he zemoved some large blocks, and^on the 2d of 
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]tfmb.W-^utered true' ^asssfge, an opening four 
fe^ higfa^^aAd iind ajlialf widcj formed by 

Uoqks .of grau^, mi continued ^descending at an 
$n|glo of^atmut twenty-six degrees to the length of one 
nnndrod, ai|d four' fe^ five inches, lined all the length 
Froii^ this ^passage he had to remove 
. tHe;^nipS:with.whiob.iiw<is filled^ and at its bottom 
door or 'portcullis of granite, (fitted into a 
' fiicdWalso/inadc of; granite,*) supported at the height 
of . eijl^lit . inches by small stones placed under it. 

^ Twov days were Occupied in raising it high enough 
«to admit of entrance. This dooa -is one foot three 
inches thick, and, with the granite, niche, occupies 
seven feet of the passage, where the granite work 
ends, and a short passage, gradually ascending twenty- 
two feet seven inches towards tfic centre^ Oie descend- 
ing commences ; at the eiid of which is a perpendicular 
of fifteen feet. On. the.i-jft is a small forced- passage 
cut in , the rock; and dbove^ on the nght, ja 
p$iei3'age "running ^upyiPQrd^ and turning tu'^the. xkirtli 
tWrty feet, just over tlie^ portcullis; At tbe botteifi 
of the perpciiUculai', after removing some rubbiSb^ 
he found the entrance of another padsage^ which ij^r 
dined northward. But, quitting this for the pr^^sent^ 
he followed his -prime passage, which now 'took 
horizontal direction ; and at the end of it, one hun^ 
dred and fifty-eight feet eight inches from the abovV 
mentioned perpendicular, ho entered a chamber forty-* 
six feet three inches long, sixteen feet three inches 
wide/and twenty-three feet six inches in height, for 
the greater part cut out of the rock ; and in the 
middle of this room he found, a sarcophagus of gra-^ 
nite» feet long, three feet six inches, wide, and 
two ieet three inches dera inside, surrounded by large 
blocks of granito,.aB<if to prevent its being removed. 
The lid had been opened, and he found in the interior 
a few bones, w^iich hb supposed to be Imman ; but 
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some of them having been Biiici^^'camed tu'Snglattd 
by Captain Fitzclarejce, vdiO; 4f. afterwards in thjs 
pyramid, and one. of them (a 'thigtt-hono) having, 
on examination Lby Sir JEverard U (ftne, ;h^xi found- 
to liavc belonged to a cow, it. has bWn &ubted viche^ 
ther any of tlicin ever belonged to a human sttlyect^: 
but such a suspicion is premature, and. \vithpirt iiny 
solid foundation ; since it appears, from an. J^abio 
inscription bn the west ^11 of this, chamber^ that 
this pyramid was opened by architects mamed Mar* 
hornet £l Aghar and Othman, and inspected in the 
presence of the Sultan Ali Mahomet, the first Uglochf* 
(a Tartaric title, as Uleg Bey, &c.). The len^h of 
time the pyramid remained open is not known; and 
it indi^d appears to have been closed only by the fall 
of portions of the structure, and by the collecting of 
the sands of Libya. From this, and from the lid of 
the sarcophagus having bcen^ opened^ atid the remains 
of other, animals being also found in the same ^req- 
pha'gus, 'as is stated in otl^r accounts^ such an opinion 
does not even appear to" be probable. -On other '^)Hrts 
of the walls are some inscriptions, Supposed by M. 
Brizonvto he in Coptic. 

He now returned to the descending passage at the 
bottom of the above-mentictood perpendicular. Its 
angle is about twenty-six degrees. At the end of forty- 
ei^t feet and a half it becomes horizontal, still going 
north .fifty-five feet; in the middle of which hori- 
zontal part there is a recess to the east eleven f^t 
d^^p, and a passage to the w^est twenty feet, which 
descends into a chamber thirty-two feet long, nine 
feet nine inches wude, and eight and a half high.- In 
. this room wpro only a few small square bl^ks of 
stone, and on the walls some unknown inscriptions. 
He now returned to the horizontal part and* advanced 
' iforth, ascending at an angle of sixty degriees ; and in 
this, at a short distance from the horizontal part, he 
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met with another ftiche, which had been formerly 
furnished witli agra^te door, tl^e fragments of which 
were still there. At forty-seven feet and a half from 
this niche the passage was filled with large stones, so 
as to close the entrance, which issues out precisely at 
the base of tlie pyramid. All the works below the 
base are cut in the rock, as well as part of the pas- 
sages and chambers. 

‘‘ By clearing away the eai*th to the eastw’ard of tho 
pyramid, ho found the foundation and part of the 
walls of an extensive temple which stood before it at 
the distance of forty feet, and laid bare a pavement 
composed of fine blocks of calcareous stone, some of 
them beautifully cut and in fine preservation. This 
platform probably goes round tlio Avhole pyramid. 
The stones composing the foundation of the temple 
are very large : one, which he measured, was twenty- 
one feet long, ten high, and eight in breadth*.” 

The pyramid of Mvcekinus is one hundred and 
sixty-two feet in height, and two hundred and eighty 
on each side of the hAse. ‘‘ If,” says Diodorus Siculus, 
“ it is less in size and extent than the others, it is supe- 
rior to them in tlie costliness of the materials and 
excellence of the workmanship.” 

Of Mycerinus liistoruins write in the following 
manner : — He was the son of Cheops, but of a cha- 
racter opposite to that of liis fatlicr. So far from 
walking in his steps, he detested his conduct, and 
pursued quite different measures. lie again opened 
the temples of the gods, restored the sacrifices, did all 
that lay in his power to comfort his subjects, and 
make them forget their past miseries ; and beHcved 
himself set over them for no other purpose but to 
exercise justice, and to make them taste all the bless- 
ings of an equitable and*^ peaceful administration. He 
beard their compl aints, dried their. tears, eased their 
* MoutlUy Magazine. 
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misery, and thought himself not lo much the master as 
the fatlicr of his people. This Aocured him the love 
of them all. Egypt resounded^ with his praises, and 
his name commanded veneration in all places. 

“Men,” says one writer, “have very justly reckoned 
these prodigious masses of earth and stone among the 
wonders of the world ; nevertheless their use appears 
to us very tri vital, or is unknown. The Egyptians 
seem to have been more desirous of exciting wonder, 
than of communicating instruction.” — “ The most 
probable opinion respecting the object of these vast 
edifices,” says another writer, “ is that which com-' 
bines the double use of the sepulchre and the temple, 
nothing being more common in all nations than 
to bury distinguished men in places consecrated by 
the rites of <Uvine worship. If Cheops, Siiphis, or 
whoever else was the founder of the Great Pyramid, 
intended it only for his tomb, what occasion, says 
Dr. Shaw, for such a narrow sloping entrjince into it, 
or for the well, as it is called, at tin? bottom ; — or for 
the lower chamber with a large niche or hole in the 
eastern wall of it ; — or for tlitj long narrow cavities in 
the sides of the large upper room, which likewise is 
incrusted all over with the finest marble; — or for the 
two ante- chambers and the lofty gallery, with benches 
on each side, that introduce us into it ? As the whole 
of the Egyptian theology was clothed in mysterious 
emblems and figures, it seems reasonable to suppose 
that all these turnings, apartrnrats, and secrets in 
architecture, were intended for some nobler purpose i 
•—for the catacombs or burying -places are plain 
vaulted chambers hewn out of the natural rock;— 
and the deity rather, which was typified in the 
outward form of this pile, ^ was to be worshipped 
within.” ^ 

- thoughtlessness should condemn the im- 
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mcnse and appareiifely useless labours of ancient 
Egypt/' says a third|“ so arc tljey easily condemned, 
under the use of the ^evcr-acceptablo term tyranny, 
the ever-ready word of him who abuses all the power 
which he can command. Yet ho who would cat 
must labour: it is the unvarying law, not of Ood 
alone, but of human society ; the bond by which it 
is held togetlier. The soil of Egypt was the possession 
of its singular government, and the* labour of the 
people was the only manner in which they could 
demand or acquire a share of the produce : it was 
the only, mode in which they ought to have possessed 
their portions. There is reason to believe that the 
soil had appropriated all the labour applicable to it ; 
and commercial industry, as it then was, bad pro- 
bably done the same. An artificial invention to 
occupy labour became, therefore, imperiously neces- 
sary ; and through this was Egypt peopled to an 
extent whieh seems to have hovn very great. The 
bearing of this fact on other cases, where, under a 
general law pervading all creation, conditions of 
labour have been attaclied to possession, must be 
obvious ; and though tyranny liad been the imme- 
diate cause, even thus does the Deity often direct thef 
wickedness of man to his own good ends." 

“ I should, however," says a fourth, (Maupertuis,) 
“have been much better pleased had the kings of Egypt 
employed the millions of men who reared these pyra- 
mids in the air, in digging cavities in the earth of a 
depth answerable to the marvellous we find in the 
works of those princes," — “ There have been many 
opinions expressed by learned men as to the object 
of these structures, " says a fifth. One is, that 
they were the granaries of Joseph. This may be 
confuted by the^^simillness of, the rooms, and the 
time required iii building. Another, that they were 
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Observatories; wliicli is accusiii^the builders of great 
absurdity, siuco the iieigliboiiriiig rocks were better 
cjilculated for the purpose. Tie Arabians generally 
think that they were built by king Saurid, before 
the Deluge, as a refuge for himself and the public 
records from the Flood ; but this opinion requires no 
answer. Josephus, the Jewish historian, who wrote 
A. D. 71, ascribes them to his countrymen, during 
the captivity in Egypt. As sun-dials, they would 
have failed. Shaw and Bryant, who wrote in the 
middle of the Ihst century, believed them to be 
temples, and the stono chest, a tank for holding 
water used for purification. Paiiw, who lived at 
the same time with 8haw and Bryant, considers the 
Great Pyramid as the tomb of Osiris ; and that Osiris 
having fourteen tombs for various parts of his dis- 
membered body, fourte(‘n pyramids must have been 
devoted to them, and the annual funei*al mysteries 
connected with his death and resurrection. But the 
greater number of writers, ancient and modern, be- 
lieve it to be the tomh of Cheops, the alleged builder. 
Improving on this notion, Maillot (1760) supposed 
that the chambers were built for the purpose of shut- 
ting up the friends of the deceased king with the 
dead body ; and that the holes on each side of the 
central chamber of the Great Pyramid were the means 
by which they were to be supplied with food, &c. ; 
an opinion which would have appeared sufficiently 
ludicrous, if it had not been, exceeded by that ox- 

E ressed by an old Moulah to Buonaparte, when .in 
gypt (1799), that the object was to keep the burled 
body undccayed, by closely sealing up all access 
to the outward air. Another ingenious theory 
ascribes them to the shepherd kings, a foreign pas^ 
tdral nation which oppresse(>£gyn^in the ear^ times 
of the Pharaohs. However, thiS isT^fter all, but eo!u * 
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jecture* The utraoifi uncertainty exists in all that 
concerns these gigantic, unwieldy, and mysterious 
buildings. Their btilders, origin, date, and pur-i 
poses, are entirely lost in the night of ages. As 
the sides of sdl the pyramids face the cardinal points, 
and of course give the true meridian of the places 
where they are situated, it would seem that their 
builders had made some progress in scie^tijic know- 
ledge ; and the buildings themselves, under all cir- 
cumstances, notwithstanding their plain exterior, 
clearly show the advanced state of’ art in those very^ 
early times. 

When the traveller approaches * those vast monu- 
ments of human labour, the imagination seems to 
burst, as it were, the bands of ages, and the mind 
appears as if it had lived a thousand years. When 
the French were at Thebes, the whole army stopped 
among the ruins, and clapped their hands with delight; 
and when Buonaparte was about to engage the Mame- 
lukes, who were advancing with loud cries, superbly 
accoutred, ho called out to his army, “ Behold ! 
Yonder are the Pyramids; the most ancient of the 
works of men. From the summits of those monu- 
ments forty ages are now beholding us." The bat'^ 
tie which ensued laid all Egypt at the feet of the 
French general. 

We shall finish this account by selecting a passage 
firoTn Rollin Such were the famous Eg 3 q>tiaii 
P)rramid8, which, by their figure as well as size, 
have triumphed over the injuries of time and the 
bafbarUns. But what efforts soever men may make, 
their nothingness will always appear. These jpyra- 
mids tombs ; and there is still to be seen in the 
middle of the largest, an empty sepulchre, cut oiit of 
one entire stone, ^^ont three feet deep and broad, and 
' Harmooiei of Nature. 
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a little above six feet long *. 'Kims all tjiis bustle, 
all this expense, and all the bbours of so many 
thousand men, endctF in procujng a prince, in this 
vast and almost boundless pile of building, a little 
vault six feet in length. Besides, the kings >vho 
built these pyramids had it not in their power to be 
, buried in them, and so did not enjoy tlie sepulchre 
tthey had built. The public hatred which they in- 
" curred, by reason of their unheard -of cruelties to their 
subjects, in laying such heavy tasks upon them, 
occasioned their being interred in some obscure place, 
to prevent their bodies from being exposed to the 
ftiry and vengeance of the populace. 

This last circumstance, which historians have taken 
particular notice of, teaches us what judgment we 
ought to pass on these *cdifi€es, so much boasted of 
by the ancients. It is but just to remark and esteem 
the noble genius which the Egyptians had for archi« 
tecturc; a genius that prompted them from the 
earliest times, and before they could have any models 
to imitate, to aim in all things at the grand and 
magnificent, and to be intent on real beauties, with-* 
out deviating in the least from a noble simplicity, in 
which the highest perfection of the art consists. But 
what idea ought wo to form of those princes, who 
considered as something grand, the raising, by a mul- 
titude of hands and by the help of money, immense 
structures, with the sole view of rendering their 
names immortal', and who did not scruple to destroy 
ilipusands of their subjects to satisfy their vain-gloryl. 
They differed very much from the Romans, whn^ 
|ough| to immortalise themselves by works of - 
lnagnificentkind,but,atthesametime,ofpublieutilityv;. 

Pliny gives us, in 4ew words^a justidea^xffih^v 
pyramids, when he calls them afi^lisfa tod useleen 

T* Stni|)omeiitioD8 the sopuichniT lilfaviL p. 
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of tbo fraalth of the Egyptian kings— 
p0(mnUB ae $iulta (^tentatiOy’’-*-m^ 

bat» hy a jn^ ptinishm&it, their memory is 
buried in oblivion*'* • 

* Hvrddotitil^ iHodom; Strabo; Plmy; Platdrch ; Arnan 
QtttntUi CurliaB; Rolhn; Maupertms, Montague; Mullet 
PoOdeke; Shaw ; Savacy ; Norden , Saud'wich ; Browne , Donon 
Maoiut ; Salt ; Claika I Wilkinaon ; Lecouut. * 
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